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GRANBY – The Select-
board opened a meeting to 
interview several candidates 
for the position of interim fire 
chief. 

Chair Crystal Dufres-
ne led the Jan. 2 meeting, 
and she was accompanied 
by Clerk David A. Labonte, 
member Glen N. Sexton, and 
Town Administrator Christo-
pher Martin, Assistant Town 
Administrator Cathy Leon-
ard, and Selectboard Clerk 
Dayle Clark. 

Jeffrey Haughey 
The first candidate, Jeffrey 

Haughey, came to the board, 
and introduced himself, shar-
ing he has been a Belcher-
town resident his whole life, 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – Kids 
love to explore, and being able 
to stretch their minds, experience 
new things, and learn something 
new through fun and play, they 
go to the library. 

The South Hadley Public Li-
brary’s children’s department is 
full of wonderful events that help 
to encourage this growth and 
sense of wonder, all thanks to the 
mind of Children’s Coordinator 
Jenny Arch. 

After the Comics and Crafts 
finished up after going for sev-
eral months, Arch wanted to fill 
the time slot with something new 
and exciting for the kids to ex-
plore. 

Fir the first time, the library 
will be hosting a special STEAM 
Time program every Tuesday 
from 3:45 to 4:45 as long as there 
is interest for kids to explore 
STEAM through different activ-
ities and games. 

“I’m thrilled to see library 
“regulars” at STEAM time, and 

excited to meet newcomers too,” 
said Arch.

Lined up at the door and wait-
ing at tables, on the couches, and 
in the bookshelves, the kids were 
bursting at the seams, ready to 
jump in and get in on the learning 
adventures put together by Arch. 

STEAM is an acronym for 

Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Art, and Math, and encour-
ages children to explore these 
topics in new and exciting ways.

  “STEAM has become a fa-
miliar acronym across the edu-
cation and library world, and it’s 
such a big umbrella that there’s 
a lot of room to try out different 

things,” said Arch.
For the first afternoon, kids 

played games and puzzles in-
cluding a Caesar Cypher decod-
ing activity, a board game called 
Robot Turtles, and a Spot It 
game. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
small businesses and nonprofits 
of our towns are truly what keep 
them running, with smiling faces 
and unique items that catch the 
features of our community spac-
es in a big way. 

The South Hadley and Gran-
by Chamber of Commerce had 
its annual grant season and re-
ceived $100,000 from the state of 
Massachusetts. 

In total, there were twen-
ty-two grant award recipients, 
and State Representative Dan 

Carey had a big hand in helping 
to get the total $100,000 from the 
state for these grant awards. 

“Our goal is to help the busi-
nesses here and help them. They 
are doing some amazing things 
here locally that people don’t 
know about,” said Chamber pres-
ident, Regina Zebrowski.

The deadline being July 15, 
2024, applicants eagerly awaited 
to see if their grant applications 
were approved, and after sorting 
through dozens of applications, 
the Chamber voted for the ones 
to award in this round of grant 
awards.

The applications were for the 
Acts of 2022 Coronavirus State 

Fiscal Recovery Fund Earmark, 
which went towards the business-
es and organizations to help them 
after the virus, spending both 
the General Fund and Recovery 
Funds from those times.

“Under our grant program, 
funded by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Workforce/Eco-
nomic Development Initiative, 
the SHG Chamber will award el-
igible South Hadley and Granby 
businesses up to $5,000 each,” 
said Zebrowski in reference to 
the grants in a statement. 

The grants could be used 
towards website design or rede-
sign, marketing- digital or hard 

By Sofia Allegrezza
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
New Years Eve, the South Had-
ley Public Library hosted their 
“Countdown to Noon Year” 
event.

Children of all ages were 
welcomed to this event to enjoy 
a variety of activities. Instead of 
staying up until midnight to cele-
brate the incoming new year, the 

children were able to have fun 
with their friends, and not stay 
up past their bedtime. 

The children in the commu-
nity of South Hadley gathered 
with family and friends in their 
“party” room to count down un-
til noon. 

While they were waiting for 
the big countdown, the children 
took part in a few crafty activi-
ties. Children had the option to 
use their own creativity to free-
ly draw or color. Also available 
was a New Years Bingo sheet, 
where the kids crossed off dif-
ferent things that they did or ac-
complished during 2024. Lastly, 
each child was able to make their 
own unique ribbon wand, which 
they proudly waved around all 
evening.

Music was being sung and 
played by Miss Julie, which was 
especially enjoyed by the chil-
dren who played along. 

Later in the evening, music 
was played on the radio which 
made room for a lot of dancing 
and laughter. Instruments were 
also available then for the chil-
dren to play, and make their own 
music with.

The most popular event at the 
Noon Year Party seemed to be in 

Library hosts program 
for kids to explore STEAMSTEAM Selectboard 

interviews 
candidates 
for interim 
fire chief

Countdown to Noon 
Year in South Hadley

Chamber awards grants to local 
community businesses and nonprofits

Photo by Sofia Allegrezza
Lexi Rosienski takes time to 
smile for the camera.

Submitted photo
Thai Place in South Hadley ready to use the grant to enhance their dining experiences and more.

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
Jenny showing the kids how to create their own coded message, and how to break the codes, with a 
Caesar Cypher.

Please see NOON YEAR, 
page 11

Please see STEAM, page 6
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Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub

               80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

Friday, 
January 10
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Brothers
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January 11

Dee 
Reilly

Friday, 
January 17

Billy 
Eagen

Saturday, 
January 18

The 
Healys

Be part of the conversation as we introduce the draft 
Design Guidelines and Zoning Recommendations for the Corridor.

Your input is KEY to shaping the plans for the Community!

Routes 202/33 Corridor 
Zoning Amendments 

COMMUNITY FORUM #4

04 16TH JANUARY, 2025 
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South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal Street

Can’t make it to the Forums? 
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the draft Design Guidelines and Zoning 

Recommendations for the Corridor.

Your input is KEY to shaping the plans for the 
Community!

Scan for our interactive 
project site and stay 
engaged throughout 
the process!

Join us to share your opinions 
on the future proposed zoning 
of Routes 202 and 33 in South 

Hadley! 
https://bit.ly/4814PRo

Scan for our interactive 
project site and stay 
engaged throughout
the process!
https://bit.ly/4814PRo
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JANUARY 16TH, 2025
Thursday
6:00 - 8:00 pm
South Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal Street
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on the future proposed zoning 
of Routes 202 and 33 in South 

Hadley! 
https://bit.ly/4814PRo

Wild turkey 
visits .....

Submitted photo Martha Terry

Flocks of wild turkeys come 
to visit the yard of Martha 
Terry frequently on Brainerd 
Street.  Her one year old 
grandson is enchanted 
by the wild turkeys in the 
backyard.

Children’s advocacy center opens in 
Belchertown, helps children in need

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
care of children is something 
adults are meant to be held 
accountable for; to keep them 
from harm, guide them, nurture 
them, love them, and above all, 
show them what safety feels 
like. 

Unfortunately, in this dark 
world we live in, there remains 
an unfortunate reality that not 
all children are safe, and many 
experience horrible things at 
the hands of loved ones. 

Statistically, 1 in 4 girls and 
1 in 6 boys in Massachusetts 
before the age of eighteen ex-
perience some form of sexual 
or physical abuse, and 87% of 
these children are victimized by 
someone they know, trust, and 
love. 

However, there are people 
in this world who care deeply, 
and representing these children 
and acting as a voice and sup-
port is the Children’s Advocacy 
Center. 

Executive Director Kara 
McElhone and Operations 
Manager Emma Folkins are 
two members of the center that 
work hard to ensure that every-
one who enters the center is 
given love, care, and whatever 
they need.

“These kinds of things 
happen in communities every-
where, and we can be there to 
provide help for them,” said 
McElhone. 

CAC’s main office is in 

Northampton, and it provides 
services all across Hampshire 
County, and now has a new of-
fice located in Belchertown. 

CAC is available and ready 
to help any child who has expe-
rienced abuse or assault, where 
they can find a team of two 
licensed therapists, two advo-
cates, a pediatric sexual assault 
nurse, and others to help make 
this possible. 

The advocates at the Center 
are responsible for helping kids 
feel safe and comfortable and 
work with the child and care-
giver to find the resources they 
need. 

“Their goal is to help this 
family disclose the abuse, and 
make sure their voices are heard 
in the process,” said McElhone. 

At the Northampton loca-
tion, the first step after a report 
is made is the child sits with 
a trained interviewer to share 
their story of what happened. 

In order to avoid more emo-
tional duress, the child tells the 
story once, with law enforce-
ment, DCF, and other people 
needed listening in another 
room to the conversation. 

Next, depending on the 
child’s story, the CAC advo-
cates help direct the child and 
caregiver to resources like med-
ical care if needed, as well as 
resources for moving, and the 
teams determines together with 
DCF and law enforcement the 
steps for criminal prosecution. 

“Our primary goal is to help 
the child grow up to be happy 
and healthy,” said McElhone. 

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Executive Director Kara McElhone (left) and Operations Manager 
Emma Folkins (right) at the center.

The therapy room with bright colors, toys to play with, and comfy 
couches to sit on. Please see CENTER, page 5

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Com-
munity College is proud to rec-
ognize the students who earned 
Dean’s List honors for the Fall 
2024 semester. Each term, HCC 
recognizes superior scholarship 
through the Dean’s List. A stu-
dent is placed on the Dean’s List 
if their G.P.A. is 3.2 or higher. 
The students listed below have 
earned Dean’s List honors for 
the Fall 2024 term.

Amherst
Iris Allen, Joshua David 

Bishop, Joshua Quinn Busekrus, 
Sara Button, Myles Hart Chi-
nappa, Carlos Stiven Jovel Cruz, 
West Paul Davis, Zachary Nich-
ols Dixon, Akiva Frenkel, Jack 
Maxwell Morgan Green, Benja-
min Haupt, Yuxin Lei, Ashante 
Rose Love, Norma Alexandra 
Mejia Ayala, Shaili Suresh Pa-
tel, Julia Leigh Rodrigue, Brian-
na M. Thompson-Blake, Aelan 
Toro-Rodriguez. Grace Vo

Granby
Lauren Williams, Aiden Rob-

ert Beach, Alexis Marie Lapite, 
Tyler Laramee, Paige Lynn Ma-
ziarz, Nicholas Tyler Menard, 
Tristan Gordon Moe, Thomas 
Nathan, Natalya Rosenberg, Jes-
sica Annette Roy, Diana Swani-

gan, Amelia Jean Tocchio

Hadley
Jessica Lynn Campbell, Trev-

or Matthew Ciaglo, Erin Frances 
Cleary, James Peter Fitzgibbons, 
Kaylena Gonzalez, Katelyn May 
Kelley, Jacob Scott Kenney, Bi-
mal Patel, Leo George Russell

South Hadley
Lara A. Asarese, Angela Rose 

Bessone, Monica Boivin, Lily 
Aileen Campbell, Ella R. Camp-
bell, Bryan Clark, Patrick John 
Conway, Kimberly Michelle 
D’Amato, Helen Deater-Deck-
ard, Alyssa Mary Dusseault, 
Lucas James Dyer, Alexandra 
Mieg Gates, Silas Gabriel Geli-
nas, Newton Hall, Aubrey Renee 
Jones, Shannon Leigh Lyman, 
Reese Melissa Mackenzie, Ally-
son O’Dell, Jacob Ryan Palmer, 
Amber Jade Patruno, Mickay-
la Patruno, Destiny Cheyenne 
Patterson, Ara Alexis Powers, 
Rebecca Reyes, Annalisa Rizzo, 
Amber Michelle Rodrigue, Marc 
Rogers, Josephine Roman, Jack 
Michael Shaughnessy, Liam 
Anthony Sibley-Welch, Rachel 
Tanya VazquezPerrin, Stepha-
nie Marie Willemain, Maxwell 
Nicholas Young

HCC announces Fall 2024 Dean’s List
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Hand (Spanish)
  5. Siskel and __, 

critics
 10. Seaman
 12. Chemical weapon
 14. One who eliminates
 16. They precede C
 18. Baseball stat
 19. Americans’ “uncle”
 20. Cassia tree
 22. Surround
 23. Crisp and Pebbles 

are two
 25. A sudden very loud 

sound
 26. Affirmative
 27. Disadvantage
 28. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
 30. OJ trial judge
 31. New York art district
 33. Become more bleak
 35. Upstate NY city
 37. Clarified butters 
 38. One who witnesses

 40. Condemn
 41. __ juris
 42. Natural
 44. Prohibit
 45. Swiss river
 48. Greek war god
 50. 5 iron
 52. New Zealand 

mountain parrot
 53. Scandinavian 

surname
 55. Follows sigma
 56. Doctor of Educa-

tion
 57. Spanish be
 58. One that feeds on 

bugs
 63. Tooth issue
 65. Get into
 66. Lumps of clay
 67. Overly studious 

student

CLUES DOWN
  1. Variety of Chinese
  2. Boxing’s GOAT

  3. Japanese classical 
theater

  4. Prayer
  5. Inspire with love
  6. Ballplayers’ acces-

sory
  7. Retailer payment 

system
  8. More raw
  9. Atomic #81
 10. Fencing sword
 11. Hostilities
 13. Sea dweller
 15. Resinlike substance 

secreted by certain 
insects

 17. Businessmen
 18. Rest here please 

(abbr.)
 21. Loud devices
 23. Make a soft mur-

muring sound
 24. One point west of 

due south
 27. Trout
 29. Type of grass

 32. South American 
plant 

 34. Letter of the Greek 
alphabet

 35. Not secure
 36. Traveler
 39. Sweet potato
 40. Period after sunrise 

and before sunset
 43. Some are choppy
 44. Asian country
 46. Genus of mosqui-

toes
 47. Cool!
 49. Shrill, wailing sound
 51. A baglike structure 

in a plant or animal
 54. Within
 59. Unhappy
 60. Decorate a cake 

with frosting
 61. Videocassette 

recorder
 62. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 64. It cools a home

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The ad-
visory committee met together 
remotely to review and discuss 
information regarding zoning 
the corridor, in order to bring a 
proposal to the upcoming public 
meeting. 

The committee met on Jan. 6 
with Anne Capra, the Director of 
Planning and Conservation lead-
ing the meeting. 

In attendance included mem-
bers Nate Therian, Martha Terry, 
Dan Lewis, Michael Beauche-
min, and Ken LeBlanc, as well 
as Emily Innes and Suprhya 
Kelkar.

There will be a public meet-
ing on Thursday, Jan. 16 at the 
South Hadley Public Library, 
and will focus on updates to the 
Rt. 202/33 corridor zoning proj-
ects. 

“It is our intention at that 
meeting for the community to 
ask some questions,” said Capra.

Emily Innes and Suprhya 
Kelkar shared a presentation of 
broken up zones, in order to help 
the advisory committee over-
view the lines of what needs to 
zoned. 

The map has been color-cod-
ed in order to make it easier to 
review for the committee, and it 
is divided into areas like densi-
ties, open spaces, permit types, 
and more. 

“The purpose of today’s 
conversation, is to look at the 
uses, and then come back to the 
boundaries and evaluate if they 
are in the right place,” said Innes.

Innes shared with the com-
mittee her desire to have conver-
sations on how to organize the 
land uses according to densities 
around the boundary lines.

The committee discussed the 
different lots and their uses, as 
well as what is allowed per site 
plan reviews, law, special per-
mits, and what can be done to 
move things around. 

The committee also dis-
cussed the allowance of sin-
gle-family dwellings, multiple 
family units, and residential and 
commercial use building spaces 

to be reviewed. 
While looking at a chart on 

the shared screen, committee 
members reviewed different res-
idence and business types, and 
discussed amongst one another 
changes, edits, and additions to 
the areas that were considered 
“residential mixed use”.

“I think for the corridor… I 
think it does need to be changed,” 
Beauchemin said, referring zon-
ing for specific lots near the 
Granby line.

Innes clarified that she want-
ed to clarify with the advis-
ing committee whether or not 
multi-family dwellings should 
be included within these zoning 
areas. 

“The idea is to create neigh-

borhoods that are cohesive,” said 
Capra. 

The committee shared their 
concerns for different kinds of 
housing, including what kinds 
of businesses should be allowed 
to have residential units above 
them, and which ones shouldn’t, 
like gas stations for example. 

The committee shared dif-
ferent points of view with one 
another, and developed a final 
list of items in order to bring this 
information to the public.

Innes shared that the com-
mittee will be sharing the bound-
aries with those who attend the 
public meeting, as well as pro-
viding information on the ge-
ography, uses, and guidelines of 
different zoning plots.

Rt. 202/33 Rezoning Advisory Committee to hold public meeting

Assessment to take 
place Jan. 14-16

SOUTH HADLEY—South 
Hadley Police Department is 
scheduled for a Re-Accreditation 
assessment by the Massachusetts 
Police Accreditation Commis-
sion over a three (3) day period 
January 14, 15, and 16, 2025, 
after the South Hadley Police 
Department was initially award-
ed Accreditation in 2022. The 
South Hadley Police Department 
is one of only seven (7) accredit-
ed municipal police departments 
in Western Massachusetts. 

The following team of as-
sessors are assigned to conduct 
the assessment on behalf of the 
Commission and will be arriving 
on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025: 

Lieutenant Larry Bateman 
of the Sturbridge Police Dept, 
Sergeant Josiah Morrissette of 
the Uxbridge Police Dept. and 
Sergeant Jarad La Valle of the 
Belchertown Police Dept. Cap-
tain Victor Neal (Retired West-
ford Police Dept.) will be facil-
itating the assessment on behalf 
of the Commission. 

During this on-site assess-
ment, the assessors will be ex-
amining our policies, facility, 

equipment and adherence to 
policies and best practices as set 
forth by the Commission. We 
must be able to demonstrate to 
the assessors that we are in com-
pliance with the Commission’s 
mandatory standards as well as a 
percentage of the optional stan-
dards for our size agency. 

As part of the assessment 
process, please be advised that 
you are invited to offer com-
ments to the Commission about 
the Department as they pertain 
to accreditation standards. You 
may speak with the assessors 
directly during the visit or you 
may send written comments 

to the Commission prior to the 
assessment at the following ad-
dress: Massachusetts Police 
Accreditation Commission, 
110 Haverhill Road Suite 3, 97 
Amesbmy, MA 01913. If you 
would like to review the stan-
dards for state accreditation or 
if you have any questions about 
the upcoming Re-Accreditation 
assessment, please contact, Sgt. 
Barry T. O’Connor our Accred-
itation Manager at oconnorb@
southhadleypolice.org or 413-
538-8231. 

The assessment will conclude 
on Thursday, Jan. 16, 2025 with 
a briefing with the assessors. 

Re-Accreditation Assessment of the SHPD SHPD chief 
office hours

SOUTH HADLEY—The 
South Hadley Chief of police 
office hours for the month of 
January.

Thursday, Jan. 23 - 5 - 
6:30 p.m. at the South Hadley 
Center

Wednesday, Jan. 29 - 12 
noon -2 p.m. at Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

GRANBY—Annual Census Informa-
tion:  The 2025 Annual Census will be 
mailed out at the beginning of January, 
to avoid any voting problems please mail 
back your census.  

Compliance with this state requirement 
provides proof of residence, it protects 
voting rights, veteran’s bonuses, housing 
for the elderly and related benefits.

The Annual Town Census does not reg-
ister you as a voter or change your party 
enrollment.  You must fill out a voter reg-
istration form or a change of enrollment 
card. This can be done by going on-line at 
www.sec.state.ma.us and go under “Elec-
tions”, or for more information on voter 
registration call the Town Clerk’s office.

Also included with the Census is a fly-
er pertaining to voting, office hours, dog 
licensing, and a schedule for the landfill 

pickup. 
Please continue to check our website 

at www.granby-ma.gov for any further 
information on any of our town affairs.

Dog Licenses: The Annual Census 
contains a Pre-Registration form, and this 
is the First Notice for the 2025 dog licens-
es. Dog licenses are valid from April – 
April of each year however, if you wish to 
pre-register your dogs for 2025, follow the 
instructions on the form and return it with 
the census, or you may wait until March or 
April and stop by the office to license your 
dog.  Please note that after May 1, 2025, 
a $25.00 late charge may be applied along 
with the annual dog fee.

Thanking you all in advance for your 
cooperation with this mailing.

For any questions or concerns please 
call the Town Clerk’s office- 467-7178.

Granby Clerk Reminders

SOUTH HADLEY—Christmas trees 
WILL NOT be collected at the curbside. It 
is the responsibility of the resident to dis-
pose of their Christmas tree responsibly, 
and can bring it to the yard waste area of 
the Recycle Center, located at 10 Indus-
trial Drive, Tuesday-Saturday: 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. (closed noon - 1p.m.), during the 
month of January, at no charge and with 
no appointment.

Christmas Tree Disposal Lasell University fall 
2024 dean’s list

NEWTON— The following local stu-
dents were named to Lasell University’s 
fall 2024 dean’s list: Teagan Anz of South 
Hadley, Antonio Centracchio of Granby, 
and Robin Mullin of South Hadley.

To be named to the dean’s list, Lasell 
students must complete at least 12 credits 
as a full-time student and acheive a semes-
ter GPA of 3.5 or higher.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Residents urged to attend Community Forum
Letter to the Editor:

I am writing to alert the citizens of South 
Hadley to a very important upcoming Com-
munity Forum on Jan. 16 at 6 p.m. in the 
Community Room of the South Hadley 
Main Public Library.

This upcoming Community Forum is the 
fourth in a series of informational and inter-
active sessions on the rezoning of Routes 
202/33. The rezoning of this thoroughfare 
has been an ongoing process with a consult-
ing firm, a appointed five member advisory 
board of citizens, and the Director of Plan-
ning and Conservation, Anne Capra. 

On Jan. 16, at Community Forum #4, the 
final recommendations will be made by the 
public in attendance as to the rezoning of 
these two routes. All residents of the town, 
especially, homeowners, renters, business 
owners, and abutters along Routes 202/33 
are urged to attend this workshop to make 

their opinions and preferences known. The 
future of the kinds and nature of residences, 
businesses, and services to be located along 
these busy thoroughfares is at stake. Please 
plan to attend.

What kinds of housing would you like to 
see allowed along this corridor: More dense 
apartment buildings, clustered smaller units 
or cottages, or the conversion of already ex-
isting single family homes into duplex, tri-
plexes, or more?

Would you like to see more automobile 
repair related services, more gasoline filling 
stations, and more convenience stores or 
“softer” kinds of commercial uses? It is evi-
dent that your input is vital. So, please mark 
your calendar and come to this all important 
Community Forum.

Martha Terry
South Hadley resident

I use only VA healthcare; 
can I get back Medicare 
taxes paid?

 
Dear Rusty: 
I’m 72 years old with 20 years of military 

service. I am retired collecting Social Security, 
my military pension and State retirement bene-
fits. According to my SSA statement, over my 
working lifetime I paid $14,302 into Medicare, 
but I never used that medical plan. I only bring 
in $33,000 in annual income. Can I get those 
Medicare taxes back somehow? I’ve run into 
dead ends at SSA, Medicare and IRS websites. 

Signed: Veteran Seeking Answers 
 
Dear Veteran Seeking Answers:
First, I want to thank you for your military 

service to our country. You may find the “For 
Veterans” section of our www.amacfounda-
tion.org website of interest.  

Regarding the contributions you have made 
over the years to federal Medicare, I’m afraid 
you cannot get any of those taxes back even 
though you have never used Medicare health-
care services. That’s because Medicare, like 
Social Security, is a “pay as you go” program 
where all contributions received from workers 
are used to pay for benefits for current benefi-
ciaries;contributions aren’t put into a separate 
account to pay for your coverage. 

It’s also important to know that your Medi-
care taxes were used only to fund Medicare 
Part A, which is coverage for inpatient hos-
pitalization services. Those contributions via 
payroll taxes did not entitle you to outpatient 
healthcare services, as provided by Medicare 
Part B, for which there is a monthly premium.  

FYI, you must be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A to collect Social Security benefits after age 
65. Medicare Part B isn’t mandatory to collect 
Social Security, but assuming that, as a retired 
military veteran, you now receive healthcare 
benefits under the military’s TriCare-for-Life 
program for retired veterans, you must be en-
rolled in Medicare Part A and Part B to main-
tain your TriCare-for-Life coverage. 

Your military TriCare coverage coordinates 
with Medicare to pay for your healthcare costs. 
Thus, even though it may not be transparent to 
you, you may be benefiting from your current 
enrollment in Medicare.   

Note that some non-career veterans can use 
VA healthcare services based on their service 
years instead of TriCare-for-Life for retired 
military veterans. Non-career recipients of 
standard VA healthcare services are not re-
quired to be enrolled in Medicare but, in any 
case, cannot receive their past Medicare Part 
A contributions back if they choose to decline 
Medicare. You may have interest in this article 
I previously published on the topic of VA ben-
efits versus Medicare: www.socialsecurityre-
port.org/ask-rusty-i-have-va-coverage-should-
i-get-medicare-part-b/ 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

This newspaper will print free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four weeks or more out from 
the election. All candidates running in both contest-
ed and uncontested races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to include only biographical 
and campaign platform details. Total word count for 
statements is limited to between 300-500 words max-
imum. Please include a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside the four weeks from 
election threshold. To publish any other campaign 
publicity during the race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also do not allow personal 

attacks against other candidates or political parties 
in statements of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are limited to three total per 
author during the election season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all statements of candidacy 
and letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.

TURLEY ELECTION POLICY 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Prepping for this 
years’ big garden

Last week I wrote about the desire to go 
back to my roots, so to speak, and embrace 
my homesteading self this New Year.  

It’s funny how when you are young and 
inexperienced you just “have at it” without 
much thought or planning. Sure, I had a gen-
eral idea when it was best to sow my seeds 
indoors so that my transplants would be a 
good size come Memorial Day, but beyond 

that I sort of gardened when and how I felt 
like it.  

These days I find it’s good to have a plan 
of action. Here is where I will start in the 
coming weeks.

The first thing on the agenda is to go 
through my seed stash and decide what to 
keep and what to chuck. I usually throw 
out any seed that is older than three years, 
except for maybe tomatoes. I have had 5 or 
even 7-year-old tomato seeds germinate.  

The three year rule does not apply to hy-
brid onions, carrots or parsnips. Those I get 
rid of at the two year mark.  

If you are into growing herbs, I rarely 
have luck with lovage, dill or valerian after 
the first year. After I’ve whittled down my 
stash based on age, I will then look at what 
I have left in the envelopes and if I like that 
particular variety enough to buy more, or if 
I’d better start off with a new type altogether.  

If it didn’t work last year, why grow it 

Please see GARDEN, page 5
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Tuesday Night 6:30pm

Pitch Night
Wednesday Night 5-6:30pm

Smoked BBQ
$10 per person

Friday Night
Spaghetti Night 5-7pm

Trivia Night 7:30pm 
$5 per person, groups of 1 to 6 people

Saturday & Sunday 11-1pm

Corned Beef & 
Chicken Salad 

Sandwiches
Saturday, Jan. 25th  4-7pm

Live Music by Tone Wolf
All are welcome!

$5 per person, groups of 1 to 6 peopleAMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/9/25-1/15/251/9/25-1/15/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

MAHI MAHI FISH FILLETS ..........

$239
lb

lb
$133

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BRIOCHE TO GO
STRAWBERRY FILLED 7.9 OZ....... 99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIP LOIN STEAKS 
FAMILY PACK .................................BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$279
lb

$1088
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST .............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

$196
lb

$179

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
ITALIAN ROAST BEEF ..........$555
SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE .......

$499
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN .$199

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

again? I feel this way especially as I get 
older.  

I used to have a friend who was a bit 
morbid as he aged, and he’d say, “if I’m 
lucky I’ll get another 10 gardens.” While 
that used to depress me to hear that, I 
guess it’s a good point to make.

Once I’ve got the seed package pile 
figured out, the fun begins. I’ll get my 
seed orders in early, to beat the rush, es-
pecially if I want to grow transplants that 
take a lot of time to size up.  

Onions are best started indoors around 
Valentine’s Day. For flower lovers among 
us the fun starts earlier.  

Wax begonias can be sown now! Yes, 
now! Coleus and petunia are not long af-
ter.  

While many decades of growing have 

approximate dates burned into my brain 
on some things, others I will have to look 
up, especially since I am trying to grow 
more of our food with vegetables coming 
in as soon as possible and without gaps. 

There are some fantastic resources out 
there for custom tailoring your growing/
sowing schedule. Seed catalogs are just 
one. I love Johnny’s Selected Seed (www.
johnnyseeds.com) for this reason. Be-
cause they cater market growers as well 
as home gardeners, this catalog is packed 
with useful tips.  

Online you will find a treasure trove of 
topics that will get you excited and well-
equipped.

Speaking of equipped, it’s also a great 
time to take inventory of your supplies. 
Do I have enough seed starting mix 
on hand, and did I like it enough to use 
again?  

One year I bought germinating medi-

um that had such little fertility. My plants 
were on the yellow side and stunted.  

I try to grow organically as much as 
possible, and this soil nearly made me run 
for the blue water. I ended up mixing that 
lousy soil with some good soil, and added 
some fertilizer to the whole batch before 
using it in bigger container plantings.  

Many soil bags will actually state that 
supplemental fertilizer is necessary after 
three-four weeks. And I should say that I 
do find it worth the investment to buy pot-
ting soil that is geared specifically to seed 
sowing, ie the germinating medium or 
seed-starting mix I speak of. It is milled 
finer for tiny seeds and will not stay too 
damp, or too dry, leading to a higher suc-
cess rate. 

In addition to assessing your soil, take 
a look at your stash of containers and 
labels. If you are re-using, make sure to 
wash both well, so that any diseases or 

pathogens won’t infect this years’ efforts.  
You really don’t need fancy, pur-

chased containers. 
The plastic boxes that mushrooms 

come in work great as sowing packs; just 
drill holes in the bottom. Cut up yogurt 
tubs make wonderful labels, and clear lid-
ded salad boxes are perfect to place the 
seed packs in until germination occurs.  

Low budget and earth friendly!
Next week we’ll look at the role heat 

and light play in indoor seed starting.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4

The Chicopee Police 
Department would like to 
thank Jacob Payne, a Life 
Scout with Troop 303B 
out of South Hadley for 
constructing and donating 
a flag drop off box. 
Jacob decided to build 
the flag box as his Eagle 
Scout Project and we 
are honored that he was 
able to place it outside 
our station. Flags that are 
placed in the box will be 
collected and properly 
disposed of at a flag 
retirement ceremony.

Photos and caption courtesy of 
Chicopee Police Department

Chicopee Police Dept.  receives 
donation of flag drop off box

McElhone has been director of the 
CAC for five years now and works hard 
to ensure that children’s voices are heard 
in all capacities. 

The CAC also provides free therapy 
in the form of trauma counselling through 
TFCBT, Trauma-Focused Cognitive Be-
havioral Therapy. 

“The therapy we are providing is 
aimed at the trauma experiences, and 
helping kids move pas that trauma,” 
McElhone explained. 

The CAC also provides prevention 
and training for schools and community 
centers. Although not related to Title IX, 
these trainings are beneficial in helping to 
see and help victims of abuse. They also 
provide training for online safety for kids, 
parents, and educators.

“It’s a real honor to be a part of the 
process that helps kids get the help they 
need,” said McElhone. “Working along-
side the kids is a great privilege, and be-
ing able to see them be brave and share 
what happened to them is a huge thing.”

The CAC is a nonprofit organization 
that relies on the grants it receives from 
the state and federal governments, as well 
as the United Way grant and donations 
from the community.

You can donate money or gift cards to 
the CAC that will allow them to help the 
families in a timely way without having 
to store items, which they are unable to 
do. 

April, which is recognized as Nation-
al Child Abuse Prevention Month as well 
as Sexual Assault Awareness Month, is 
when the CAC hosts a This Little Light 
of Mine luminaries event at Look Park in 
Northampton, as well as a flag raising in 
Belchertown, dates to be announced. 

“We try really hard to make sure we 
can provide what the kids need, but most 
importantly, to help them know that they 
will get better,” said McElhone. 

You can find the Child Advocacy Cen-
ter’s website for more information on re-
sources and events at www.cachampshire.
org. You can contact them through email 
at info@cachampshire.org, or phone call 
at 413-570-5989. 

CENTER from page 2

A reminder 
that the CAC 

is a safe 
place where 

emotions are 
ok to be felt.

Turley  photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
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There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call/Text:Call/Text:
413-537-7156413-537-7156

Email: Email: 
MatgoServices@gmail.comMatgoServices@gmail.com

LET IT SNOW- LET IT SNOW- 
We Gotcha Covered!We Gotcha Covered!

WE SHOW UP!

Matgo Services Co.Matgo Services Co.

“I brainstormed an initial set 
of ideas, and I can always consult 
the state listserv for youth librari-
ans (“massyac”) for more ideas,” 
said Arch. “I’m planning to have 
at least two activities prepared 
for each week, so kids who show 
up will be able to make a choice 
based on their interests and abil-
ities.”

The program is open to chil-
dren in kindergarten through fifth 
grade, a large range, but the pro-
gram will feature all sorts of ac-
tivities, projects, and puzzles that 
can be done independently or in 
a small group.

“Because we’ll be doing 
something different each week, 
it depends on the kid; I hope 
there will be something engaging 
for everyone who attends,” said 
Arch. “And it gives kids a chance 
to work together and help each 
other.”

The afternoon will be filled 
with fun for any kid looking for 
a challenge and some fun, and 
Arch will also have on display a 
selection of books to check out 
from the library that will help to 
support hands-on-learning about 
the activities and topics within 
STEAM.

“STEAM time is a chance to 
try lots of new things. Robot Tur-
tles and (de)coding with Caesar 

ciphers went well, and I’m look-
ing forward to some building 
challenges with blocks and other 
materials, creating penny boats, 
learning Snap Circuits, painting 
with primary colors, and more,” 
said Arch. 

If your kids want to have a 
chance to explore, get ready for 
fun adventures to be had at the 
library every Tuesday afternoon 
after school, where friends can 
be made, and new things can be 
learned.

STEAM from page 1

The group of kids listening intently to Jenny showing them the new activities they’ll learn.

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Playing some games to stretch their minds and enjoying a warm 
spot on a cold day.

Nomination Procedures:
Nomination papers are 

available in the Town Clerk’s 
Office at Town Hall (116 Main 
St, South Hadley, MA) begin-
ning the first week of Decem-
ber for the offices listed below. 
The Annual Town Election is 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 8, 
2025. 

Candidates must be 18 
years old or older and a regis-
tered voter in South Hadley.

Town-wide candidates need 
to obtain 50 certified signa-
tures. 

Town meeting candidates 
need to obtain 10 signatures 
from their precinct. 

Candidates are encouraged 
to obtain additional signatures. 

All signatures must be returned 
to the Town Clerk’s Office for 
certification. If the candidate 
does not obtain the correct 
amount of signatures, they can-
not appear on the ballot.

Important Deadlines:
Last day to obtain nomina-

tion Papers: Thursday, Feb. 13, 
2025, at 5 p.m.

Last day to submit nom-
ination papers to the Clerk’s 
office: Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2025, 
at 5 p.m.

All questions, comments, 
or concerns should be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk’s office 
by phone at 413-538-5030, 
ext. 6183, or by email at elec-
tions@southhadleyma.gov. 

Consider running 
for local office

SOUTH HADLEY— The following are the locations for 
the South Hadley warming shelters. 

•  South Hadley Fire District #1
 144 Newton St., South Hadley

•  South Hadley Fire District #2
 20 Woodbridge St,, South Hadley

•  South Hadley  Public Library
 2 Canal St., South Hadley
 Monday through Wednesday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 Thursday through Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
 Saturday - 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

•  South Hadley Senior Center
 Monday, Wednesday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Tuesday - 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

South Hadley warming shelters

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—If the South Hadley 
Lady Tigers continue to play the same 
way they did against Chicopee Comp, 
they’ll be a very difficult basketball team 
to beat once again this season.

The Lady Tigers, who put together an 
impressive 18-1 run between the end of 
the first quarter and the start of the sec-
ond quarter, began the new year with a 
59-41 non-league victory over the Lady 
Colts before a large crowd inside Comp’s 
Herbert H. Curry Gymnasium, last Friday 
night.

“This is a very big win because Comp 
is a higher division team and they have a 
winning record, which should help us in 
the power rankings,” said longtime South 
Hadley head coach Paul Dubuc. “We 
were ready to play in tonight’s game. Our 
depth also wore them down a little bit. 
We always enjoy playing on a bigger size 
court like this one.”

A year ago, South Hadley beat Pitts-
field in the Western Mass. Class B. cham-
pionship game before losing to top-seed-
ed Cathedral High School of Boston in 
the Division 4 state finals at UMass-Low-
ell.     

The Lady Tigers, who only lost one 
player to graduation, finished with a 22-4 
overall record. 

After losing at home to Northampton 
by 13 points in the second game of this 
season, the Lady Tigers (4-1) won their 
third game in a row against the Lady 
Colts (4-2), who’s a Division 2 team. 

Comp entered the home game riding 
a four-game winning streak since begin-
ning the regular season with a 50-46 loss 
at Longmeadow. 

“South Hadley is a very good basket-
ball team, and we tried our best against 
them,” said first-year Chicopee Comp 
head coach Alyssa Stefanelli. “We’ll put 
this loss behind us and get ready for our 
next game now.”  

Comp and South Hadley battled each 
other at South Hadley High School a year 
ago. The Lady Colts squeaked out a 59-
55 win in that contest.

“Last year was the first time that Chi-
copee Comp had beaten us in several 
years,” Dubuc said. “We came here look-
ing for a little bit of revenge. We played 
very well in tonight’s game.”  

Seven of the 15 players listed on the 
South Hadley varsity basketball roster 
scored at least two points in the road 

Tigers pick up big road win at Chicopee Comp

Ava Asselin stops and gets ready to shoot.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Cara Dean heads for the hoop.

HOLYOKE – The Chicopee co-op 
hockey team, which won just one game 
last season, has been struggling of late after 
starting the season 1-0-1. The Pacers have 
lost their last three, falling to Southwick 
5-3, then losing 4-1 to Agawam to close out 
2024. The Pacers then went on the road to 
Oakmont, and suffered a 4-0 loss last Sat-
urday afternoon. The Pacers are hoping to 
get back in the win column on Saturday, 
Jan. 11 against Easthampton at 2 p.m. at 
Fitzpatrick Rink in Holyoke.

Offense struggles Offense struggles 
in lossesin losses

Tyler Denison goes for the offensive zone.

Mason Peters gets 
ready to shoot.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jake Fournier heads up the ice.

Chris Walczak rushes for the goal. Nate Robitaille passes out of the side of the ice.

Please see TIGERS, page 8
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Sports

GRANBY – 
Prior to the New 
Year, Granby 

girls basketball trav-
eled to Ware and despite 
a slow start, were able 
to leave with a 42-26 
win over the Indians. 
Brenna Moreno led 
all scorers with 17 
points. Autumn Si-
card had 10 points 
for the Rams. Ware 
was led by Reese 
McKeever with 

12 points. Both 
teams start 

2025 with 
even 3-3 re-
cords.

Rams 
even
record

Kaitlyn Curran 
makes her way 
down the court.

Brenna Moreno jumps to make a 
catch on a pass.

Kalli White tries to shoot in 
traffic.

Autumn Sicard goes for a layup.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

victory. The three double digit 
scorers were sophomore Kate 
Phillips (13 points), senior Ava 
Asselin (12 points), and senior 
Caitlin Dean (11 points). 

The other four scorers for the 
visiting team were sophomore 
Cara Dean (7 points), freshman 
Olivia Athas (6 points), senior 
CC Gurek (6 points), and sopho-
more Taylor Bullough (4 points).

The Lady Tigers head coach 
gave a lot of credit to Gurek, 
who’s a starting point guard.

“Our offense starts with CC,” 
Dubuc said. “She does a very 
good job of controlling every-
thing for us.” 

The Lady Colts were led of-
fensively by senior Taryn Car-
riveau with a game-high 22 
points. 

“Taryn is always a reliable 
scorer for us,” Stefanelli said. 
“She handles the pressure very 
well.”

Carriveau scored 23 points 
in last year’s meeting against 
South Hadley. Comp’s leading 
scorer in that game was senior 
Eliza Burger with 24 points. She 
finished with nine points in last 
Friday’s home game. No other 
Lady Colts player scored more 
than four points.

In the middle of the first 
quarter, Carriveau hit a jumper in 
the lane giving her team an 8-5 
advantage.

Then Asselin buried a 
3-pointer from the right side ty-
ing the score before a Phillips in-
side hoop gave the Lady Tigers 
the lead for the first time at 10-8 

with two minutes remaining in 
the first quarter.

South Hadley entered the 
second quarter holding a 12-9 
lead. 

A little more than three min-
utes later, the Lady Tigers had a 
21-9 lead following 3-pointers 
by Caitlin Dean, Phillips, and 
Cara Dean, who also hit a jump-

er from the top of the key cap-
ping off the 18-1 run.

“Our big run in the first half 
was huge,” Dubuc said. “We hit 
a bunch of 3-pointers and played 
very well defensively during that 
stretch.”

Overall, the Lady Tigers 
made a total of ten shots from 
beyond the 3-point arc in the 
game.

The Lady Colts responded 
with a 6-1 spurt. They closed the 
gap to 24-15 with 1:35 remain-
ing in the first half following a 
Burger field goal. 

The Lady Tigers, who held a 
29-15 halftime lead, largest lead 
of the third quarter was 39-20 
with 4:10 left after Asselin made 
back-to-back inside hoops.

Following a Burger lay-up, 
Carriveau scored the Lady Colts 
next nine points which sliced the 
deficit to 41-31 late in the third 
quarter. The home team couldn’t 
get any closer than that in the 
fourth quarter.

“We were able to cut our defi-
cit to ten points,” Stefanelli said. 
“Then they hit another 3-pointer 
and managed to keep the double 
digit lead.”

With 4:25 left in regulation, 
Caitlin Dean knocked down a 
3-pointer from the left corner 
pushing the lead to 55-35. 

While Chicopee Comp lost 
their first home game of the reg-
ular season, it was a nice way for 
South Hadley to start 2025.

TIGERS from page 7

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Olivia Athas takes a free throw.

Kate Phillips shoots ahead of the 
defense.

Caitlin Dean makes her way 
down the court.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES
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Sports

WORCESTER – The Rail-
ers played, and won, a biblical 
hockey game Saturday night.

They went fourth and mul-
tiplied.

In front of the sixth larg-
est crowd in team history, on 
IceCats Night, Worcester built 
a 2-0 lead thanks to goals by 
fourth line forwards Kolby 
Johnson and Ryan Mahshie and 
prevailed for a 3-1 victory over 
the Reading Royals.

Attendance was 8,056. It 
was the sixth time ever the 
team has broken the 8,000 
mark and the Railers are a per-
fect 6-0-0 in those games. The 
triumph extended Worcester’s 
points streak to three games. 
That includes two wins and a 
shootout loss. It is just the sec-
ond time this season the Railers 
have picked up points in three 
straight games, the first time 
since the last week of Novem-
ber.

The night marked the im-
pressive Worcester debut of 
rookie goaltender Hugo Ol-
las. He stopped 31 shots. The 
saves were not just quantity, 
they were quality. Ollas never 
gave up the lead during several 
Reading surges after the Royals 
had reduced their deficit to 2-1 
in the second period.

“When we got loose (defen-

sively) in the second period,” 
coach Nick Tuzzolino said, “I 
thought he bailed us out well. 
Then we got a little hesitant 
on the penalty kill and allowed 
that soft tip, but other than that 
he was big and reliable.

“We’re not a perfect team. 
We’ll have breakdowns, and 
when we did he was there.”

John Muse’s retirement left 
Worcester scrambling for a re-
placement. The Railers got Ol-
las on loan from Hartford, an 
AHL team they have worked 
well with on occasion through 
the years. Ollas had been in 
Bloomington. Plans are to keep 
him here, close to Hartford, 
and work closely on his devel-
opment.

The game was scoreless 
after one, but Johnson gave 
Worcester the lead 21 seconds 
into the second period. He got 
his second of the season from 
in very close. Mahshie made it 
2-0 at 6:29 with a power play 
goal, his first for the Railers.

“To be honest,” Tuzzolino 
confessed, “I was pretty mad at 
myself last night. The (bench) 
penalty I took, and my use of 
the fourth line. Because of the 
game, because of the penal-
ty, I really gripped it tight and 
wound up not playing them at 
all in the third and late in the 

second.
“So at the pre-game skate 

this morning I told (Johnson) 
that it was my fault and you’re 
gonna get a regular shift to-
night.”

Matt Miller scored the 
Reading goal at 13:26 of the 
second period. It came on the 
power play, less than two min-
utes after a huge momentum 
swing. Griffin Loughran had a 
breakaway for Worcester that 
Keith Petruzzelli stopped at 
12:52, then Loughran was pe-
nalized for slashing.

The Railers had a 26-6 edge 
in shots on goal going into the 
penalty and were outshot by 
26-5 the rest of the way.

Worcester’s last goal was 
an empty netter by Anthony 
Callin, a flip from deep in the 
defensive zone at 18:12 — cue 
the overture.

Potential All-Star Connor 
Welsh had two assists to extend 
his points streak to six games. 
He is 1-8-9 during the streak. 
Callin is 8-4-12 in his last 12 
games.

The victory allowed 
Worcester to retain sole pos-
session of fourth place in the 
North Division. If Reading had 
won, the teams would be tied 
with 28 points, so the win was 
a four-point swing.

Railers prevail over Reading Royals
SPRINGFIELD — The 

Springfield Thunderbirds (13-
15-2-1) felt the brunt of the top 
team in the North Division as the 
Rochester Americans (20-9-3-0) 
skated away 5-2 winners on Fri-
day night inside the MassMutual 
Center.

The opening minutes would 
not go auspiciously for the 
T-Birds, as the North Division’s 
top team flexed their offensive 
muscle early. Just 3:02 into 
the action, rookie Riley Fid-
dler-Schultz used a defender 
as a screen and ripped a wris-
ter through Vadim Zherenko’s 
blocker arm to give Rochester a 
1-0 advantage.

Things got no better for 
Springfield at 6:13 as Graham 
Slaggert threw a shot on goal 
from the right circle, generating 
a Zherenko rebound and a sec-
ond-chance finish from Brendan 
Warren to extend the lead to 2-0.

Unlike Tuesday night, 
though, the T-Birds offense had 
a rebuttal, and just 2:45 after 
Warren’s tally, Drew Callin took 
a feed at the offensive line from 
Simon Robertsson and bull-
rushed the net from the right 
wing before deking to the back-
hand and beating Devon Levi to 
cut the lead in half, 2-1. 

Both teams were liberal with 
their shooting opportunities in 
the opening 20 minutes, as each 
club launched 16 attempts at the 
opposition net. 

Rochester’s potent offense 
did not let off the throttle in the 
middle stanza. On their second 
power play in the frame, Brett 
Murray deflected home his 
league-leading ninth man-advan-
tage tally to make it a 3-1 score 
at 6:28. Fiddler-Schultz piggy-
backed that goal with his sec-
ond of the game at 7:36, which 
spelled the end of the night for 
Zherenko. Colten Ellis came on 
in relief and stopped the next 
seven Amerks’ shots to close the 
period.

The 4-1 score held into the 
dying minutes of the third be-
fore a Tanner Dickinson pow-
er play marker got Springfield 
back within two, 4-2, with 5:01 
remaining. That’s as close as 
the T-Birds would get, though, 
as Lukas Rousek ended the 
goal-scoring with an empty-net-
ter just over a minute later. 

The T-Birds conclude their 
five-game homestand next Sat-
urday when they host the Provi-
dence Bruins at 7:05 p.m. on Jan. 
11 for the annual Throwback 
Night contest.

Thunderbirds suffer loss 
against Rochester

SPRINGFIELD – The Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
announced the list of eligible 
candidates for the Class of 2025, 
featuring several high-profile 
first-time nominees. 

Candidates for the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame Class 
of 2025 include Carmelo An-
thony, Sue Bird, Maya Moore, 
Dwight Howard, Doc Rivers, 
Billy Donovan, Sylvia Fowles, 
Chamique Holdsclaw, Mark 
Few, Lisa Bluder, Marc Gasol, 
and Micky Arison.

“The nominees on the offi-
cial ballot for the Class of 2025 
represent a broad cross-section 
of our game,” said John L. Dole-
va, Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame President and CEO. 
“From Olympic Gold Medals 
to NBA and WNBA titles to 
collegiate championships, these 
nominees epitomize the career 
of a Hall of Famer.”

The first look at the list of 
eligible nominees was provid-
ed by “NBA Today” on ESPN, 
hosted by Malika Andrews, 
with Brian Windhorst, Chiney 
Ogwumike, and Tim MacMa-
hon. A complete list of eligible 
candidates can be found below.

Finalists chosen from the 
applicable Category Screening 
Committees for the Class of 

2025 will be announced on Fri-
day, Feb. 14, in San Francisco as 
part of NBA All-Star Weekend.

The entire Class of 2025 will 
be unveiled during a nation-
ally televised broadcast at the 
NCAA Final Four in San Anto-
nio on Saturday, April 5.

The announcement time 
and broadcast network for both 
the Finalist and the Class An-
nouncement will be announced 
in the near future.

The Hall also unveiled an 
update to its eligibility require-
ments, reducing the waiting 
period for Player candidates 
from three full seasons out of 
the game to two seasons. The 
change was unanimously ap-
proved by the Hall of Fame’s 
Board of Governors.

“Previously, our Guidelines 
for Nomination and Election 
required an individual to be re-
tired from the game for three 
full seasons, which effectively 
equated to a four-year wait due 
to our internal process,” said 
Jerry Colangelo, Chairman of 
the Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame. “To better recognize the 
distin-

guished careers of potential 
first-ballot nominees in a more 
timely manner, the Board has 
appropriately shortened the 
waiting period. We are excited 
about this change and believe 
that honoring individuals while 
their contributions are still fresh 
in people’s minds is both mean-
ingful and impactful.”

Enshrinement Weekend will 
begin at the Mohegan Sun on 
Friday, Sept. 5, with the Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards 
Gala, followed by the Enshrine-
ment Ceremony the next day at 
Springfield’s historic Sympho-
ny Hall.

VIP Packages for the Hall of 
Fame Enshrinement Weekend 
will go on sale on Friday, Feb. 
14. All single-event tickets to 
the Ceremony, Tip-Off Celebra-
tion, and Awards Gala, as well 
as other ancillary events, will 
go on sale on Saturday, April 
5, at 12 noon. All packages and 
tickets will be available for pur-
chase at hoophall.com.

The complete listing of 
events and pricing will be re-
leased on Monday, Feb. 3.

HoopHall 2025 candidates announced
Coaches hired after Aug. 

1, 1998 are required to take a 
coaching course to be eligible to 
coach high school sports in Mas-
sachusetts.

According the Pioneer Val-
ley Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation, all coaches hired pri-
or to Aug. 1, 1998 are exempt 
from taking the Fundamentals 
of Coaching Course. Coaches 
hired after that and before July 
1, 2005 must have completed the 
NFHS Fundamentals of Coach-
ing Course with the exception of 
Certified MA teachers.

All coaches (stipend or vol-
unteer) first serving as an inter-
scholastic coach after July 1, 
2005 must complete the NFHS 
Fundamentals of Coaching 
Course, and an approved Sports 
First Aid course.

The NFHS Fundamentals of 
Coaching Course requirement 
must be met through attending 
an MIAA sponsored Funda-
mentals of Coaching Class with 
MIAA Certified Instructors. 
Must be completed and passed 
prior to coaching a second year.

The NFHS Sports First 
Aid may be met by complet-
ing on-line courses with the 
NFHS  www.nfhslearn.com. 
Must be passed prior to coaching 
a third year.

Additional requirements for 
all coaches:

Massachusetts requires 
coaches to be certified in 
CPR per Section 1. Section 47A 
of chapter 71 of the General 
Laws. Additionally, AED train-
ing is required and will most 
likely be done in conjunction 
with the existing mandated CPR 
training.

All MIAA member school 
coaches (stipend or volunteer) 
are required to take annually 
the on-line National Federation 
Concussion Course, or other MA 
Department of Public Health 
recognized education program, 
prior to the start of their sea-
son.  Rugby Coaches must see 
Rule 76.2 for additional coach-
es’ education information.

Any questions, please call 
Donna Harrington at  508-541-
9804  or email  dharrington@
miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coaching 
classes are being offered on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2025 from 
4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 
8, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Classes are open until ca-
pacity is reached and then a wait-
ing list is established. There are 
online components to the course 
once the classroom portion is 
completed.

Coaching classes available

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, date of 

death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, which allows families to 

publish extended death notice information of their own choice and may include 
a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should be submitted through 
a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family provides a 
death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Town ReminderNOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

DELTA 10” TABLE SAW, Model 
36670. $350 or B.O. 
CRAFTSMAN WOOD LATHE, 1/2 
HP motor, 34” long, Model 101-06260. 
8 piece turning tools, B.O. 
SNOWBLOWER for Cub Cadet trac-
tor, 42” wide with tire chains and count-
er weight and all booklets. Paid $2800 
new - used twice. B.O.
413-238-5966.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.
 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. 

Call  978-799-9096.
petedon151@live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

Small church in West Brookfield seek-
ing a PART-TIME SECRETARY. 
Approximately 5 hours/week. Candi-
date must have organizational and 
computer skills, social media experi-
ence, good communication and people 
skills a must. Starting paying $16-18/hr. 
based on experience. Send resume to: 
fccwbworship@gmail.com.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills.

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry, 
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets. 
Call Tom 413-896-1555

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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serving on Belchertown Fire for 
twenty years, as well as working 
for the Department of Fire Ser-
vices. 

He worked at the Department 
of Fire Services teaching new 
recruits. He also shared through 
his experience with new and sea-
soned firefighters how to provide 
training that will benefit all of 
them. 

“Granby reminds me of 
Belchertown in a way,” Haughey 
said. “I’ve been on since 2004… 
and so it just seems that Gran-
by’s kind of a good fit if I were 
to move to here.” 

He shared that he is “very 
involved”, and operates in 
Belchertown as a shift captain, 
and has experience in doing lots 
of administrative work, as well 
as running calls. 

“I feel like being involved 
has brought my group really 
close together. I’m not afraid to 
get dirty with them, and we train 
a lot… I lead from the front,” 
Haughey said.

Working in Belchertown, he 
has had a unique opportunity to 
work closely with the town, and 
saw the only challenge being 
learning the administrative part 
of the chief’s job.

“I think this is a great op-
portunity,” said Haughey to the 
question from the board of if 
he’d be willing to apply for the 
full time position after the inter-
im position. 

He also shared a prob-
lem-solving situation, where he 
was able to talk through with 
someone on the crew, sharing 
where he was coming from as 
“the boss” vs on the team, and 
saw that it “helped our relation-
ship a little bit”. 

For new policies, he shared 
that he would see if they would 
fit the department and its needs 
and seek advice from people 
who have been in it longer.

He also shared that when 
dealing with financial needs, 
would look first into writing 

grants, which area “great way 
to offset costs”, and shares that 
he is familiar with grant writing 
himself, as he is in charge of the 
SAFE program in Belchertown 
and writes grants for that.

“I don’t want to change Gran-
by into Belchertown,” he clari-
fied. “Granby has a functioning 
fire department right now, and 
they don’t need me to come in 
and change everything if things 
are working.” 

He shared he would take a 
leave of absence from the Fire 
Academy to devote that time to 
serving as interim fire chief, and 
shared he’d be willing to work 
out the schedules between work-
ing his shifts at the Belchertown 
department. 

Nathaniel Masse
The Selectboard welcomed 

the next interviewee, Nathaniel 
Masse, who has served on the 
Granby Fire Department for elev-
en years and has been lieutenant 
for three. He has also worked as 
a police officer for five years and 
is on his fourth year as an EMT 
at the department.

 He also does HVAC and a 
family company as well, saying 
he has been a “Granbanian” his 
whole life, joking that his many 
jobs “keeps me out of trouble”. 

“I very much think that lead-
ing by example and being honest 
and upfront with those under you 
is extremely important,” Masse 
said. 

“I don’t believe its right to ex-
pect something of your subordi-
nates that you yourself wouldn’t 
be willing to do, and teaching by 
example is extremely important, 
and it shows them that they’re 
being led by someone who them-
selves is competent and is will-
ing to get down and dirty with 
them.” 

He shared, from his perspec-
tive working the calls, he shared 
that the most challenging part 
would be that he recognizes his 
youth, and short time within the 
department, would be a chal-
lenge as he navigates learning 

new things about the administra-
tive work of the department. 

He shared that in his time as a 
police officer he had experience 
in writing grants, and has had su-
pervisory experience on-scene, 
being in charge of the scene and 
giving commands to crew mem-
bers. 

“I would have to sit down 
with the deputy and assistant… 
to get to know administratively 
how it works,” said Masse on his 
first two weeks as interim chief, 
knowing he has experience on 
the field. 

He shared that he viewed one 
of the most challenging parts 
would be getting the department 
ready and completely running 
for a full-time chief to come in 
and stay at until they are ready 
to retire. 

Masse also shared that he 
would be willing to put in the 
work for a full-time position 
as chief, and because he works 
part-time in all of these jobs he 
has, he can make anything work 
by moving hours around to suit 
the needs of interim chief. 

Russ Anderson
The next interviewee was a 

former fire chief of Granby from 
2006 to 20216, who left to go 
back to his first community, to 
take on the opportunity to take 
on the ambulance service until 
retiring from that two years ago. 

Now, he has been working for 
grant writers and is in charge of 
the Mass Fire Chiefs in Worces-
ter every year and is keeping bust 
with Western Mass Chiefs train-
ing. 

He shared that his hours are 
open, and shared he realizes 
his position means he will be 
bringing something different but 
brings 17 years as working as a 
chief to the table. 

“Granby is still in my heart, I 
still have them on the scanner, I 
listen to how they operate,” said 
Anderson. “I would have all the 
confidence in the world of them 
handling any fire that comes to 
them or emergency. Red Fire 

Farm is a good example.” 
He shared his experiences in 

making budgets, and how to sep-
arate them, and keep them com-
petitive and current with other 
towns. 

Anderson wrote about 
$350,000 for Granby in grants 
while in service of the town of 
Granby and shared the process 
of how much work goes into get-
ting the grants during the time it 
opens up. 

“I would get a handle on 
what’s hanging out there,” An-
derson said, describing what 
he’d do in the first two weeks. 
He shared he’d want to spend 
time getting caught up on the de-
partment and how its running, as 
well as auditing the budget and 
getting the hang of the sched-
ules.

“We’ve done a lot here, and 
we’ve had some challenging 
times,” Anderson added. He also 
shared that even if not chosen, 
he’d be willing to help the com-
mittee set up assessment center. 

Brian Kraus
The next interviewee, Bri-

an Kraus, moved to Granby in 
2015, and moved with his wife 
and three children when East 
Meadow first opened to take ad-
vantage of the new school.

He also shared that he is cur-
rently on the fire department in 
Holyoke, and shared how hap-
py he is in Granby now, sharing 
how he has seen how Granby 
operates and has wanted to join 
and be involved in the fire de-
partment. 

He started in Holyoke in 
2007, and has been a lieutenant 
since 2017, and has found that 
all of the hard work he has put in 
in Holyoke has helped to make 
him a better Lieutenant and bet-
ter leader. 

“I would be excited to start to 
work again in the town that I live 
in,” Kraus said. “I could bring 
my excitement, my love for fire-
fighting, my love for teaching, 
learning, team-building to Gran-
by.” 

“Every department has chal-
lenges, and you’ve gotta look 
at the big picture and make de-
cisions for the citizens of Gran-
by, to make the best choices for 
them.”

He shared also that he is a 
part of the critical incident stress 
management team, and it was 
created to be up and running at 
the Fire Academy in March.

“The challenges will be me 
being an outsider, and coming in 
and being accepted,” Kraus said. 
He also shared the idea of getting 
to know each person and coming 
in to see who has something to 
offer when you don’t have all the 
answers. 

He also shared that he was 
Sparky the Dog at the Holy-
oke station and has experience 
in writing grants for the SAFE 
program that provide coloring 
books for kids and more. 

Before working for the fire 
department, he was a legislative 
aid for the state representative 
out of Holyoke and spent time 
finding grants and budgeting.

He shared the value of un-
derstanding the firefighters and 
learning where they’re coming 
from, especially from his time 
teaching in the academy.

He also shared his values for 
team-building, and how they do 
crew meals “for that comradery 
just for that informal chat, and 
it’s a healthy way to check in on 
somebody and make sure you’re 
staying in tune with everybody,” 
said Kraus.

He also shared that he applied 
for both the interim and full time 
chief positions, hoping to be giv-
en the chance to do a good job by 
the town of Granby, and shared a 
similar schedule to the first can-
didate, Haughey. 

He also said he’d look over 
previous budgets to see what 
is and isn’t working, and to see 
where and what is costing the 
department the most in order to 
request or adjust funding where 
needed. 

CANDIDATES from page 1

the center of the room. Games 
were being played with giant 
inflatable balls including catch, 
and some parachute games.

Also, on the wall there was 
a huge piece of paper where the 
event goers could write their 
goals, wishes, hopes, and dreams 
for the upcoming year. 

Popular dreams for 2025 
included spending more time 

with family and friends, 
and stepping out of their 
comfort zone to try new 
things.

The most exciting part 
of the day of course was 
when all of the children 
along with their parents gath-
ered to count down until noon. 

Excitement filled the room, 
as each child and parent got 
ready to celebrate the new up-
coming year. 

NOON YEAR from page 1

Attendees got to make crafts during there visit

Attendees contributed 
to the 2025 goals sheet 
that hung on the wall.H

ap
py

H
ap

py Noon  Noon Year
Year

Amelia Runyon 
spends time coloring.

Children 
played and 
enjoyed the 
music.

Photos by Sofia Allegrezza

Mia Rosienski had fun during 
the Noon Year celebration.
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CLIENT TESTIMONIAL
“My experience with Maureen was nothing short of amazing. Her communication throughout the 
whole process was perfect. I could always count on her if I needed a question answered, a quick 
response, or if I needed to vent. I was a client that was hoping to sell my condo and purchase 
a house. I have 2 young daughters so the process had to be done just right in order for it to be 
successful. It wasn’t an easy process, but as my realtor she made sure I sold my condo, she made 
sure I got my house, and on top of it all, she made it a priority to actually care about how I felt 
during the whole process. She was not only my realtor but she became my friend! She is such an 
empathetic, caring, thoughtful, involved individual. She really showed me how much of a passion 
this is for her. I am now in my beautiful home. My daughters get to run around, scream, and 
play all they want; and my fiancé is so happy. I do not know how I would’ve gotten through the 
process without Maureen. It is not often where you get to experience someone who is extremely 
passionate about what they do. If anyone needs a 
realtor I HIGHLY will recommend Maureen. 
Thank you so much for our home.”
- Kayleen W.

copy, social media, IT infrastructure enhancements, profes-
sional and staff development, resource skill development, 
business coaching, and strategic planning.

The number of grants ultimately awarded were depen-
dent on the number of projects submitted, and the award 
amounts, and with twenty-two applicants, there was the 
perfect amount. 

“It’s an amazing opportunity to be able to see the growth 
in our local community, and to show our gratitude for what 
they do,” said Zebrowski. 

“Congratulations, much continued success, and growth 
to all of the businesses and nonprofits,” said Zebrowski. 
“These grants are another example of the Chamber’s con-
tinued commitment to the community and the businesses 
which serve it.” 

The grant award recipients include MassGraphX, Tree 
of Life Early Learning Center, The Earlee Mug, MetaCom-
et Systems, Deere Creek Farm, Dave’s Natural Garden, and 
Andrea M. Coleman, LICSW. 

White Hollow Home, Harris Mountain Sugar Shack, 
Green Collar, Meticulous Matters, EC Bean Photography, 
American Specialty Designs, Granby Community Access 
& Media Inv., and CRAFT Salon. 

More include Olde Hadleigh Hearth and Patio, Berk-
shire Hills Music Academy, Private Financial Design, 
Serenity Yoga and Wellness, Baltazar Dental, Thai Place 
South Hadley, Thirsty Mind Coffee Bar, and South Had-
ley’s Tower Theaters.

“The Chamber is so glad to be a part of this, and being 
able to support the businesses in our local area means a lot. 
We are dedicated to supporting our businesses and nonprof-
its,” said Zebrowski. 

The Chamber is a truly dedicated part of our town and 
works hard to ensure that the businesses and nonprofit or-
ganizations of our town are recognized for their hard work. 

The Chamber will also be holding its annual meet-
ing with a dinner on January 16. Registration is required, 
and you can pur-
chase tickets on the 
website, and look 
forward to South 
Hadley Town Ad-
ministrator Lisa 
Wong as keynote 
speaker and learn 
more about what 
the Chamber has in 
store.

CHAMBER from page 1

Green 
Collar 

Energies 
in South 
Hadley, 
looking 

to expand 
and further 

their 
energy-
efficient 

missions.

Serenity Yoga and Wellness, ready to use this grant to 
enhance their peaceful atmosphere.

EC Bean Photography, a local small business, ready to 
take her artistry beyond the beauty she currently offers. Berkshire Hills Music Academy looking to enhance their 

resources and provide more ways to make music.

CRAFT Salon in South 
Hadley, a luxury hair 
salon looking to level 
up their experiences 
and offerings.

South Hadley’s Tower Theaters, a local theater looking 
to enhance the moviegoing experience. 

Thirsty Mind Coffee Bar, one of South Hadley’s favorites, 
ready to find new ways to enhance their delicious coffee.

Private Financial Design receiving their grant to elevate 
their services in helping people achieve their financial 
goals.

Baltazar Dental of South Hadley, ready to use the Grant 
for their newly remodeled office.

Granby’s 
Community 
Access & 
Media, a 
nonprofit 
organization 
televising 
meetings, 
games, and 
more.

American 
Specialty 

Designs 
in Granby 
receiving 
a grant to 

go towards 
their future 

missions.

Olde Hadleigh 
Hearth & 
Patio of 
South Hadley 
looking to 
use the grant 
to bring 
more stoves, 
fireplaces, 
and more to 
the town.

Meticulous Matters, Inc., 
ready to enhance their 
services in bookkeeping 
and accounting. 


