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SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley and Granby 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Annual Business Dinner was 
held last week at Johnny’s 
Tap Room. 

The Business Dinner 
featured an opportunity to 
share the accomplishments 
and events of the Chamber in 
2025, as well as what they are 
looking forward to in 2026. 

“I believe the one word 
to describe our Chamber 
is ‘connector’. We con-
nect  businesses  through net-
working events, referrals, and 
partnerships  by promoting 
local commerce and encour-
aging residents to support lo-
cal,” said Chamber President 
Steven Laplante. “Not only 
is our Chamber a connector 
of local businesses, but we 
are also a connector of the 
Business Community to lo-
cal non-profits, and programs 

that help strengthen the com-
munities of South Hadley 
and Granby.”

Laplante also announced 
a new Loyalty Card Program 
coming to the Chamber this 
year, which will help the 
Chamber to grow more than 
ever, encouraging members 
of the Chamber to support 
one another’s business, and 
further the theme of the 
Chamber being a “Connec-
tor.”

The Dinner featured guest 
speaker Rob DelMastro, Re-
gional Director for the West-
ern and Berkshire Regions 
of the Massachusetts Small 
Business Development Cen-
ter. 

The MSBDC provides as-
sistance, encouragement, and 
advice to new small business 
owners as a free resource, 
and the Chamber asked him 
to speak as they partner to 
assist and encourage small 
businesses in the region.

Chamber recognizes dedicated member’s work 

Submitted photos
Clapping and celebrating the accomplishments of the Chamber in 2025 and looking forward to what is to come in 2026. 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent 

SOUTH HADLEY – At 
Mosier Elementary School 
in South Hadley, much of the 
magic that students experi-
ence outside the classroom—
from assemblies and field 
trips to family events—can 
be traced back to a dedicated 
group of volunteers working 
quietly but tirelessly behind 
the scenes. The Mosier Ele-
mentary School PTA, led this 
year by president Danielle 
Langevin, plays a vital role in 
enriching school life at a time 
when public school budgets 
are increasingly stretched 
thin.

For families unfamiliar 

with the PTA’s day-to-day 
work, Langevin describes 
it simply and clearly. “The 
Mosier School PTA is a 
group of parents who volun-
tarily dedicate their time to 
meet, organize, and facilitate 
school-wide events, fundrais-
ers, and other programming 
to raise funds for assemblies, 
field trips, and other special 
events for the Mosier com-
munity to enjoy throughout 
the school year,” she said.

Those efforts are espe-
cially important because PTA 
funds are entirely separate 
from the school’s operating 
budget. “The Mosier PTA 
is not factored at all into the 
school budget,” Langevin ex-
plained. “All of the funds that 

we raise are purely through 
fundraising and the extreme-
ly generous donations of 
our Mosier community and 
parents.” As a nonprofit or-
ganization, the PTA bases 
everything it provides—as-
semblies, grade-level field 
trips, and end-of-year field 
day activities—on what it is 
able to raise during the year.

That fundraising trans-
lates directly into meaning-
ful experiences for students. 
Langevin noted that there are 
so many that it’s hard to nar-
row it down to one to share. 
Last October, the fourth 
grade took a field trip to the 
outdoor learning and ropes 

A Village at Work: How the Mosier 
Elementary PTA supports students

Submitted photos 
The annual Trunk or Treat is one of the PTA’s signature events.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The town 
hosted a Special Town Meet-
ing on Tuesday evening at 
the East Meadow gymnasi-
um in order to vote to trans-
fer funds from the Municipal 
Buildings Stabilization Fund 
for the West Street Building 
renovation projects.

In attendance at the meet-
ing were the Selectboard, 
Acting Town Administrator 
Kevin O’Grady, Town At-
torney Brian O’Toole, Town 
Clerk Emily Reed, Finance 
Committee Chair John Lib-
era, and members of the West 
Street Building Committee.

Selectboard Member 
Glenn Sexton also put out a 
call for interested parties to 
volunteer for the new Town 

Administrator Search Com-
mittee, and interested parties 
can contact the Town Hall. 

“We’re here tonight with 
a decision to make,” said Se-
lectboard Chair Mark Bail. 

Originally, the project 
was a total of $5.6 million, 
which came from a combi-
nation of appropriated funds 
that were unspent, as well as 
a federal grant. Because left-
over funds cannot be spent 

on anything, they go into 
the general fund, which is 
essentially the town’s bank 
account.

The West Street Building 
Project is being paid for by 
unspent money in this gener-
al fund, as well as a federal 
grant. Of this $5.6 million 
amount, then, the town has a 
total of $3.8 million of which 

Town supports 
WSB Project

“We have a year to move out of our offices. 
We couldn’t afford to build new, and we can’t 
do it now; we certainly can’t do it by the end 
of the year when our lease with the town and 
the annex ends.” 

– Chair Mark Bail

Submitted photos 
You gotta have some humor when you’re cleaning off 
your car.

Weather so cold, our hair 
freezes straight out!

The snow can’t stop the Girl 
Scouts from making their 
deliveries.

Somebody’s pumped about 
the snow.

Plowed sidewalks do make the 
best starts to a fort, after all.

Please see VILLAGE, page 2

Please see PROJECT, page 2
Please see MORE SNOW PHOTOS, page 10

Please see CHAMBER, page 5

Community shares their love for the 
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$188
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/29/26-2/4/261/29/26-2/4/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 15/20 COUNT 
HEAD ON, TAIL ON 24 OZ BAG .........

USDA INSP. FROZEN TASTEE CHOICE FAMILY MEAL:

CHICKEN CARBONARA 
or SHRIMP ALFREDO ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCK TRAY PAK ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SOUPS ON

$222
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
FOWL CHICKEN
(SOUP CHICKEN) ............... lb

lb
$999

$149

75¢

$499
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
PICANHA STEAKS

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$177
lb

$999

$799
lb

lb

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAK

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, 
Jan. 31st

6-9pm

Billy
Eagen

Saturday, 
Feb. 7th

6-9pm

Jack & 
His Guitar

Party on the Playgrounds kicks off the PTA’s events for the year. 	 Submitted photos

course at Springfield College. 
The PTA covered transporta-
tion costs so the entire class 
could attend. There, students 
participated in small-group 
activities focused on problem 
solving, teamwork, and lis-
tening to one another—learn-
ing that happened quite lit-
erally outside the classroom 
walls.

The PTA’s calendar for 
the rest of the school year is 
just as full. “The Mosier PTA 
has so much planned for the 
remainder of this school year. 
It’s hard to believe that we 
will find time to do it all,” 
Langevin said. Current and 
upcoming efforts include the 
Hillside Pizza fundraiser, 
with frozen pizzas delivered 
just in time for Super Bowl 
Sunday, and a February Bin-
go Night emceed by longtime 
Mosier favorite David Galla-
gher during one of his final 

events before retirement. The 
PTA has also fully funded a 
second-grade Amazon wish 
list for classroom supplies 
and is planning multiple as-
semblies and additional field 
trips for all grade levels.

Leading the PTA during a 
period of financial uncertain-
ty has been both challenging 
and eye-opening. “Every fam-
ily is feeling the effects of the 
current economy to some de-
gree,” Langevin said, noting 
that the organization works 
hard to keep events free or 
low-cost so all families can 
participate. Sometimes that 
means giving away conces-
sions; other times it means 
selling snacks to continue 
raising funds for students. 
She emphasized how grate-
ful the PTA is for community 
generosity, whether through 
donations, baked goods, or 
online contributions.

That sense of collabora-
tion is what keeps the PTA 

running. “It truly takes a vil-
lage when hosting and facili-
tating one of our PTA events,” 
Langevin said. Committees, 
subcommittees, and an active 
executive board share respon-
sibilities, making it possible 
for working parents to stay in-
volved. She pointed to the an-
nual Party on the Playground 
as a perfect example, an event 
made possible by parents and 
high school volunteers work-
ing food stations, running 
games, and helping with ac-
tivities from face painting to 
tie-dye.

Looking ahead, Langevin 
hopes readers understand the 
heart behind the PTA’s work. 
“It’s very important to know 
that everyone in the Mosier 
PTA does the best we can and 
we’re involved because we 
love our kids, their friends, 
their teachers, and want the 
very best that the school can 
offer,” she explained. “We 
volunteer our time outside of 

our real-life jobs and raise our 
own families because we care 
and want to.  Anyone can join 
at any point throughout the 
year!!  I have always said, ‘If 
I don’t do it, who will?’  We 
love working collaboratively 
with the principal, vice prin-
cipal, office administration, 
and of course, our teachers.  
Anything we can contribute 
or do to enhance their jobs of 
teaching our children inside 
and outside of the classroom 
makes it all worth it.

As Langevin put it, with-
out participation, “there 
would be no Mosier commu-
nity. I will speak on behalf 
of Katie July, Jenna Snyder, 
Amy Methot, and myself 
when I say thank you to every 
parent who has participated 
in one of our fundraisers, at-
tended one of our events with 
their family or has benefitted 
from all of our hard work in 
one way or another.”

VILLAGE from page 1

comes from various past 
projects that were unspent, 
the “left overs.” 

“We will lose $1.88 mil-
lion if we don’t do this proj-
ect,” said Bail.

Bail then explained that 
the ARPA funds, the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act, were 
awarded to the town, but the 
town must use the funds for 
the given reason in order for 
the sum to be given in full. 

“If we don’t spend that 
money on this project, we say 
goodbye to $1.88 million,” 
said Bail. 

The two articles on the 
ballot are either/or, and only 
one can be passed. 

“The first article would 
provide funds for a supple-
mental budget and enough 
money to renovate the space 
for an office for the town ad-
ministrator,” Bail explained. 
“The second article would 
provide funds to supplement 
the existing budget, but would 
not include office space for 
the town administrator. That 
space would be prepped for a 
future renovation, but would 
not be usable.”

The Selectboard asked 
Town Meeting members to 
vote in favor of one of the ar-
ticles; if Article One passed, 
the Selectboard would with-
draw the second article.

“We have a year to 
move out of our offices. We 
couldn’t afford to build new, 

and we can’t do it now; we 
certainly can’t do it by the 
end of the year when our 
lease with the town and the 
annex ends,” said Bail. “If 
we vote down both of these 
articles tonight, we’ll have to 
find temporary accommoda-
tions for our offices.”

Many in attendance fa-
vored the idea of closing the 
senior center, and using that 
space for the new town of-
fices, for which Bail said, “I 
strongly disagree with that 
idea, but without the West 
Street School project, it’s a 
possibility.” 

OPM Neil Joyce and ar-
chitect Tim Whitman were 
present to share their plan for 
the West Street Building and 
were present to answer ques-
tions. 

“We have completed a 
design which, as presented 
in your handouts, includes 
two different options,” Joyce 
said. “The first option collo-
cates both the town adminis-
trator’s office and the balance 
of the municipal offices in 
the north wing of the existing 
West Street School.” 

The total project budget 
is $6,694,639, compared to 
the previous $5,686,639, re-
sulting in a total $1,800,000 
shortfall.

After a time of discus-
sion and questions, the town 
meeting members voted in 
favor of passing Article 1 by 
majority vote, allowing for a 

PROJECT from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – Start 
a pollinator garden for pen-
nies. Grow your own plants 
from seed over the winter! 

Use the same technique 
to start your vegetables and 
annuals in late winter/spring. 
Join the South Hadley Grow-
ing Wild Committee of the 
Conservation Commission 
for a “Winter Seed Sowing 

Workshop” at the South Had-
ley Public Library on Thurs-
day, February 5, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. 

Learn how to start seeds 
in gallon milk jugs. After a 
short presentation on the ba-
sics of winter sowing, we will 
get our hands on the dirt. We 
will provide native perenni-
al seeds and all the supplies 

to create your own first milk 
jug planters to take home. We 
will also offer seeds if you 
want to do more on your own 
later.

Space is limited. Kindly 
email so we are sure to have 
enough materials for every-
one: kdavis@educ.umass.
edu. 

Growing Wild South Hadley’s winter 
seed sowing workshop 

SOUTH HADLEY – Police Chief Jennifer Gundersen will be hosting several 
office hours around town between now and the end of March. 

• February 4, noon to 1:30 p.m., at Neighbors Helping Neighbors
• February 5, noon to 1:30 p.m., at Lathrop Village Community Room 
• February 16, 10:30 a.m. to noon, at the South Hadley Council on Aging 
• February 24, 5 to 6:30 p.m., at the South Hadley Public Library 
• March 6, 10:30 a.m. to noon, at the South Hadley Council on Aging 
• March 25, noon to 1:30 p.m., at Newton Manor

Chief Gundersen’s Office Hours
SOUTH HADLEY – 

You are invited to partic-
ipate in a research study 
for the Town of South 
Hadley. This project is be-
ing conducted under the 
direction of Dr. Melinda 
Tarsi-Goldfien, Depart-
ment of Political Science, 
Bridgewater State Univer-

sity, in collaboration with 
the South Hadley Budget 
Task Force. The purpose 
of this study is to collect 
feedback from residents 
on the town’s finances. 
The study is voluntary and 
confidential. The survey 
responses are collected 
and compiled by Bridge-

water State University 
under the direction of Dr. 
Tarsi-Goldfien. The survey 
results will be reported to 
the Budget Task Force and 
residents upon completion. 
Take the survey at https://
bridgew.az1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_3UleV5od-
moqmw4K. 

Residents: Take the Budget Task Force Survey

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Make South Hadley even 
greener, and watch your child 
grow alongside a tree! Get a 
free tree for #EarthDay2026, 

thanks to the South Hadley 
Public Library’s partnership 
with Neighborhood Forest. 
Sign up before March 15 at 
www.neighborhoodforest.

org. 
Trees will arrive ahead of 

Earth Day, April 22, and you 
will be contacted regarding 
pickup details.

Making South Hadley greener with trees 

$317,000 Available 
in Scholarship and 
Fellowship Awards – 
Application Deadline 
March 15th

REGION – The Horace 
Smith Fund will be awarding 
$317,000 in scholarships and 
fellowships to residents of 
Hampden County who have 
also graduated from an eli-
gible high school or private 
school. This year, 21 schol-
arships, four fellowships 
and one William R. Rooney 
Award for students with spe-
cial needs will be presented 
to recipients at the June 18th 
Awards Night ceremony at 

Storrowton Carriage House 
in West Springfield.

Scholarships are offered 
not only to graduating high 
school seniors but also to 
students already in college 
or those wishing to return 
to college.  Scholarships of 
$12,000 are distributed as 
$3,000 annually and are re-
newable each year until grad-
uation.  Fellowship awards 
of $15,000 are distributed as 
$7,500 annually and renew-
able for one additional year to 
students pursuing a full-time 
graduate degree. Students 
must maintain at least a B av-
erage to renew.  

Recipients are selected on 
a variety of criteria, including 
academic records, merit, and 
financial need.  Of great im-

portance is a personal written 
account of why the student 
feels deserving of financial 
assistance.  Applicants must 
submit their transcripts and, 
if applicable, college entrance 
exam scores or graduate de-
gree-specific tests, along with 
three letters of recommenda-
tion.  

Completed applications 
must be received either elec-
tronically or be mailed to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 
16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K, 
Westfield, MA 01085 no later 
than March 15, 2026.  Appli-
cations are available at local 
high school guidance offices, 
college financial aid offices, 
and on-line at www.Horace-
SmithFund.org or by phoning 
(413) 739-4222.   

The Horace Smith Fund
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

SOUTH HADLEY 
– The South Hadley and 
Granby Chamber of Com-
merce is looking forward to 
the Saint Patrick’s Day pa-

rade, where officers of the 
Chamber will march in it, 
but also are spending time 
congratulating Andrew R. 
Beaudry of Private Finan-

cial Design who is the Pa-
rade Marshal. 

Chamber members Bod-
ies in Motion will also be in 
the parade, and the mem-

bers are looking forward to 
a fun and exciting parade on 
Sunday, March 22 in Holy-
oke.

Getting ready for the St. Patty’s parade 

Submitted photo 
Members of the South Hadley and Granby Chamber of Commerce welcoming and congratulating Andrew Beaudry of 
Private Financial Design for being named the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade Marshal. 

SOUTH HADLEY - 
Nomination papers for the 
April 14, 2026, South Had-
ley Annual Town Election 
are available from Monday, 
December 8, 2025, until Fri-
day, February 20, 2026 in the 
Town Clerk’s Office at Town 
Hall, 116 Main St., South 
Hadley. Nomination papers 
may be obtained during of-
fice hours, Monday through 
Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. - 4 
p.m. and Fridays from 8:30 
a.m. - noon. Appointments 
outside of regular office hours 
may be available by request. 
Any changes in hours will 
be posted to the Clerk’s web-
page at www.southhadley.org/
clerk. 

Interested candidates must 
be registered voters in the 
town of South Hadley. To ap-
pear on the ballot, candidates 
must obtain nomination pa-
pers from the Town Clerk’s 
Office and have them signed 
by local registered voters. 

Town-wide offices require 
50 signatures on nomination 
papers from registered voters 
in South Hadley. Town Meet-
ing Member offices require 
10 signatures from registered 
voters in their respective pre-
cinct. It is recommended that 
prospective candidates obtain 
more than the minimum num-
ber of signatures.  

Papers for the following 

seats will be available: 
• Selectboard- Two Seats - 

Three-Year Term 
• School Committee - Two 

Seats - Three-Year Term 
• Board of Health - Two 

Seats - Three-Year Term 
• Municipal Light Board - 

One Seat - Three-Year Term 
• Board of Assessors - One 

Seat - Three-Year Term 
• Housing Authority -One 

Seat - Five-Year Term 
• Trustee Free Public Li-

brary - Three Seats - Three-
Year Term 

• Planning Board - Two 
Seats - Three-Year Term 

• Town Meeting Member 
- Eight Seats per precinct - 
Three-Year Term 

• Town Meeting Member 
- One Seat, Precinct B - Two-
Year Term 

• Town Meeting Member - 
One Seat Precinct B, One Seat 
Precinct C - One-Year Term 

Once the candidate has 
obtained all the signatures 
needed, nomination papers 
must be returned to the Town 
Clerk’s Office by 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 24, 2026 
for signatures to be certified. 
Interested candidates may di-
rect their questions and com-
ments to the Town Clerk’s 
Office by phone at 413-538-
5030, ext. 6183 or by email 
at elections@southhadleyma.
gov.

Nomination Papers 
available for 2026 
Annual Town Election 

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Keep note of some important 
dates coming up for the town 
and budgets, budget votes, 
and town meetings and elec-
tions. 

February 10, 6 p.m.- Se-
lectboard vote on Special 
Town Meeting 

February 25, 6 p.m.- Ten-
tative Special Town Meeting 

March 3, Selectboard Meet-
ing- Budget Public Hearing 

March 11, School Com-
mittee Meeting- Budget Pub-
lic Hearing 

March 17, Selectboard 
Meeting- Budget Vote 

March 25, School Com-
mittee Meeting- Budget Vote 

March 28, Annual Town 
Election and tentative Over-
ride Vote 

You can find a tax im-
pact calculator online now at 
https://southhadley.org/1504/
Budget-Task-Force. 

Important dates and announcements for the town 
SOUTH HADLEY – Just 

a reminder that the South 
Hadley Town Bylaw § 315-
2.3 requires the removal of 
snow from sidewalks. The 
snow must be removed with-
in twenty-four (24) hours 
after a snowfall. Failure to 
remove snow could result in 

a fine of $100 each day the 
snow is not removed. Proper-
ty owners that abut sidewalks 
that are on the DPW sidewalk 
list are not absolved of their 
responsibility for sidewalk 
maintenance. 

§ 315-2.4 Placement of 
snow on public streets.

No person shall shov-
el, plow, blow, or otherwise 
place snow onto any public 
street. Any person found vio-
lating any subsection of this 
section may be subject to a 
fine not to exceed $300.

SHPD reminds residents of snow removal bylaw 
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Let’s try this budget solution 
To the Editor, 
South Hadley’s budget is in 

crisis. It’s now time for wealthy, 
tax-exempt institutions to step 
up and voluntarily pay a por-
tion of the taxes assessed on 
the property they own in town.  
They currently pay nothing. 

These annual payments are 
known as Payments instead of 
Taxes or PILOTs.

Springfield is exploring 
such funding. Holyoke Gas & 
Electric already makes a PILOT 
of over $1 million to the city of 
Holyoke.  Amherst College re-
cently agreed to pay the Town 
of Amherst $2.5 million over 3 
years. Harvard makes a PILOT 
to Cambridge. 

South Hadley could start 
by negotiating a PILOT from 
Mount Holyoke College 
(MHC), which has a $1.1 bil-

lion endowment. Then South 
Hadley could seek PILOTs 
from other well-off non-profits 
like the Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy, which has assets of 
$13 million.

According to the 2025 
tax-exempt property list from 
the tax assessor’s office, there 
are 349 properties owned by 
tax-exempt entities. MHC owns 
65 of these.  Their total tax 
bill, if they did not have feder-
al tax-exempt status, would be 
$2,782,912.89 per year. 

If Mount Holyoke College 
paid 25% of the taxes on this 
property, that’s $695,728 per 
year for South Hadley. 

MHC says they can’t pay 
because 85% of their $1.1. bil-
lion endowment is restricted 
and therefore not available to 
help the Town. But that means 

15% or $165 million is unre-
stricted. 

MHC also justifies their 
current unwillingness to make a 
PILOT by saying they pay wa-
ter and sewer fees, and for am-
bulance service. Residents pay 
that, plus property tax.

MHC also says they con-
tribute to the local economy.  
Don’t we all? And MHC points 
to a handful of special town 
needs they have funded in the 
189 years they have been in our 
community. Gifts are welcome 
and appreciated. But 

South Hadley needs an on-
going commitment from MHC 
to make an annual PILOT and 
support the beautiful town it 
calls home.

Linda Sachs
South Hadley

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am a 63-year-old 

single lady and I have 
questions regarding So-
cial Security “early retire-
ment,” though I will still 
be working full time. 

I know there is a max-
imum allowable income 
limit and, if I exceed that, 
I will need to return prob-
ably 2/3 of my received 
Social Security benefit. 
I’m thinking about taking 
those early SS benefits 
about $1,400 per month 
and putting them in my 
high yield savings or CD 
where I can gain the inter-
est on it and have it stay 
“liquid” so I can return 
what I need to. 

My current inter-
est rate is 3.65% on the 
savings and over 4.25% 
on CD, with options for 
3,6,9 mos. or longer- but 
I want to be able to access 
the money to pay Social 
Security back at the end 
of the year. Can you ad-
vise me on this? 

Signed: Still Work-
ing but Wondering

Dear Still Working: 
I commend you, for 

investigating your op-
tions before claiming 
early Social Security 
benefits while still work-
ing. FYI, the 2026 annual 
earnings limit for those 
collecting early SS ben-
efits is $24,480 (changes 
annually). If your 2026 
work earnings exceed the 
annual limit, Social Secu-
rity will take away $1 in 
benefits for every $2 you 
are over the limit. The an-
nual earnings limit lasts 
until you reach your Full 
Retirement Age and the 
limit is about 2.5 times 
higher during the year 
you attain FRA.

FYI, when you ap-
ply for benefits, Social 
Security will ask if you 
are working and, if so, 
how much you make. 
Using that information, 
they will evaluate wheth-
er you can take benefits 
now and, if so, how many 
months they can actually 
pay your benefits. 

For example, if your 
projected 2026 earnings 
are, say, $100,000, you 
would be about $75,000 
over the annual limit 
which means that half 
of that $37,500 would 
need to be paid back to 
SS. Since your monthly 
SS benefit at your cur-

rent age would be about 
$1,400 per month, Social 
Security will say that you 
are temporarily ineligi-
ble to collect early ben-
efits because you cannot 
pay back within one year 
what you would owe for 
exceeding the limit. In 
other words, they won’t 
pay your SS benefits just 
yet because your earnings 
are too high and they do 
not want to overpay ben-
efits, which you will only 
need to return.  

For additional per-
spective, if your expected 
2026 earnings are less say 
about $50,000 that means 
you would be about 
$25,000 over the limit  
about half of that (about 
$12,500) would need to 
be paid back to SS. In 
that event, SSA would 
tell you they will with-
hold nine months of your 
SS payments in advance 
and pay your benefits for 
only 3 months. This be-
cause the overpayment, 
with your current benefit 
of about $1,400, could be 
recovered by withhold-
ing your SS payments 
for nine months. They do 
not want to intentionally 
overpay your SS benefits.  

So, despite your best 
repayment intentions, 
Social Security will not 
favor intentionally over-
paying your benefits. His-
torically, overpayment of 
benefits due to exceeding 
the annual earnings limit 
has been a notoriously 
difficult issue for the So-
cial Security Administra-
tion. So, to get your early 
SS benefits while you are 
working full time, you 
would likely need to lie 
about your anticipated 
2026 earnings on your 
application for SS ben-
efits, which we strongly 
discourage. 

Keep in mind that this 
all changes when you 
reach your FRA (67), 
because the earning limit 
goes away entirely when 
you reach FRA and the 
limit goes up by about 
2.5 times in the year you 
attain full retirement age. 
So, depending on your 
earnings level, you may 
wish to either wait until 
your full retirement age, 
or until you stop working 
full time, to claim SS.

Now, as for the gener-

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

If you are sick and tired of 
winter, and want to get the 
gardening season going 

already, why not sow some 
onion seeds? 

Onions are the first seeds 
I sow each year and I always 
welcome this task as a true 
harbinger of spring! Many 
gardeners only know of 
growing onions from 
sets, but you can in-
deed start them from 
seed, both indoors in 
the garden. 

Read on for more 
information on grow-
ing onions from start 
to finish, right out of 
the archives.

First it’s important that 
we “understand the onion,” in 
other words, come to know its 
life cycle. Onions are bienni-
al.  

We are all familiar with bi-
ennial flowers like foxglove, 
hollyhock and Canterbury 
bells, who develop foliage 
the first year of their lives and 
bloom and set seed in the sec-
ond, but few gardeners today 
ever experience a biennial 

vegetable. That wasn’t always 
the case.  Just visit the Free-
man Farm at Old Sturbridge 
Village where in the summer 
you will see beets, parsnips, 
onions and more in year two 
of their life cycle, complete 
with seed heads.  

As the seeds ripen, 19th 
century gardeners would have 
stored them away for use the 
following spring.  

So then, if the onion is 
a biennial and its goal is to 
make seeds the second season 
of its life, what is it trying to 
accomplish in its first?  Exact-
ly what you and I want:  a big 
bulb!  

The bulb is the food stor-

age unit for the plant during 
its dormancy period- the 
winter between years one 
and two. A big bulb gives 
the second year plant a good 
head start and almost always 
directly relates to increased 
seed production as compared 
to smaller bulbs.  

For me, understanding this 
concept was one of those “ah 

ha” gardening moments. 
It all really came together 
when I recognized that 
big bulbs are a direct re-
sult of lush topgrowth.  

Just imagine the 
green part of the plant pho-
tosynthesizing, drawing in 
all of that wonderful energy 
from the sun and turning it 
into a big, fat onion! Luckily, 
we gardeners can provide just 
the right conditions for lush 
top growth.

Get an early start  
All onions have a built-in 

mechanism that triggers “bul-
bing up” in response to warm-
er temperatures and increased 
daylight hours. Likewise, as 

Sow onion seeds to get the season started

in my

By Ellenor Downer

In late December of last 
year and early January of this 
year, a snowy owl has been 
seen at Northampton Airport 
and in a cornfield. 

The snowy owl is an ir-
ruptive species from the tun-
dra. Usually, it is the 
young snowy owls 
that head this way. 
There have been 
reports of snowy 
owls at Plum Is-
land this month. 
Logan Airport is 
another common lo-
cation for them.

The  snowy owl is  large 
and white. The mature males 
have a lot of white. Females 
and juveniles have dark 
brown and black barring. 
Living in the Arctic, it is well 
adapted to cold with dense 
feathers including feathers on 
their feet. They hunt rodents 
like lemmings in open tundra. 
They have exceptional sight 
and hearing. 

Their flight is silent allow-
ing them to catch unsuspect-

ing prey. They hunt during the 
day, a rarity for most owls. 
They expand south during 
winter food scarcity in the 
tundra. It is one of North 
America’s heaviest 

owls with a wing span of 4.5 
to 5.5 feet. 

They are generally sol-
itary, but form pairs. They 
build nests in the ground in 
shallow scrapes. The female 
lays three to 11 eggs, the 
number of eggs depending on 
food availability. Males bring 
food and the females incubate 
and feed the chicks. 

Helping owls
Here are some tips if you 

see a snowy owl. Keep a safe 
distance to observe quietly. 
Do not play bird calls from 
your phone or other device. 
Don’t feed the owls. Avoid 

flashes when taking 
photos. Keep noises 
to a minimum. If you 
find an injured owl: 
contact your state 
wildlife agency or 
local rehabilitator. If 
you find a dead owl: 
contact your state 
wildlife agency.

Also people should 
avoid using rodenti-

cides; they are poison-
ous to birds and other animals 
even a pet.. If an owl or other 
birds of prey eat a rodent that 
ingested, it will kill them. 

Evening grosbeaks
A Worthington resident 

reported a friend saw two eve-
ning grosbeaks on Tuesday, 
Jan. 6. He said in his email he 
remembered when they used 
to be in giant flocks. He asked 
if they were were rare out my 
way. I have not seen evening 

grosbeaks in sometime. Other 
people in Central Massachu-
setts have seen them recently. 
The Massachusetts Audubon 
Society reported six evening 
grosbeaks in North Brook-
field. 

Mass. Audubon sightings
Recent Mass Audubon 

sightings include western 
grebes, eared grebes, tufted 
ducks and sandhill cranes as 
well as an unusual visitors, 
a scissor-tailed flycatcher, a 
rare state record and a rosy-
billed pochard, Other sight-
ings include goldeneye, mer-
gansers, horned larks, and 

wintering raptors like North-
ern harriers in Massachusetts 
in early January.

On Jan. 6 and again on 
Jan. 13 a male King Eider 
was seen among thousands of 
common Eiders in North Cha-
tham. A Pacific loon and over 
400 razorbills were at Race 
Point in Provincetown. 

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident sent 

an email on Jan. 6 that he 
received a preliminary total 
for the Springfield Christ-
mas Bird Count, which was 
66 species, a few below the 
average. He also said, “We 
occasionally see them in the 
yard and sometimes hear the 
barred owls calling.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
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NOMINATION PAPERS for the
South Hadley Fire District No. 1 Annual Election
Will be available at District 1 Headquarters, 144 Newton Street 

beginning February 3, 2026 for the following:

Prudential Committee (3 year)
Water Commissioner (3 year)

Clerk/Treasurer (3 year)
Moderator (1 year)

Nomination papers with a minimum of ten (10) signatures are due back to the District Clerk’s office, 
144 Newton Street, by 5:00 p.m. on February 23, 2026. Annual District Election will be held 
April 14, 2026 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at South Hadley High School, 153 Newton Street.

Nomination Papers for the 
South Hadley Fire District No. 2 Annual Election 

are available at District 2 headquarters, 
20 Woodbridge Street beginning February 3, 2026 for the following: 

 

Prudential Committee (3-year term)
Prudential Committee (1-year term)
Water Commissioner (3-year term)

  
Nomination papers with a minimum of ten (10) signatures are due back to the 
District Clerk’s office, 20 Woodbridge Street, by 3 p.m. on February 23, 2026.  

Annual District Election will be held Tuesday, April 14, 2026 
from 7:00 am to 8:00 p.m. at South Hadley High School, 153 Newton Street.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

DelMastro shared five 
tips to encourage small busi-
ness owners, reminding them 
they are not alone in their en-
deavors, how to “know your 
numbers” and not rely just 
on data-driven decisions, that 
technology is a competitive 
equalizer, that every busi-
ness needs a neutral advisor, 
and to never wait until you’re 
overwhelmed to get help. 

The Dinner also fea-
tured a time to celebrate and 
thank Regina Zebrowski for 
her nine years as a part of 
the Chamber, her unwaver-
ing support, and her work 
in planning, preparing, and 
taking part in the different 
events they held. 

“During my nine years on 
the Chamber of Commerce 
board, supporting our com-
munity’s nonprofits and local 
businesses became one of the 
most meaningful parts of my 
service. I loved being able to 
champion the organizations 
and entrepreneurs who make 
our town vibrant, resilient, 
and connected. Helping them 
grow and collaborate,” said 
Zebrowski. 

Zebrowski took on the 
leading role on the Cham-
ber’s Economic Workforce 
Grant, which helps local 
businesses and nonprofits in 
the community, calling her 
work on the Grant “the most 
rewarding part of my ser-
vice.” 

“Over the past nine years, 
Regina Zebrowski has been 
a consistent, committed 
leader for our Chamber. Re-
gina’s dedication, collabo-
ration, and countless hours 
of service helped shape who 
the Chamber is today,” said 
Laplante. “The impact of her 
contributions will be felt for 

years to come.   Regina  al-
ways took a hands-on ap-

proach on numerous commit-
tees, projects, and events, and 
always put the best interests 
of the Chamber and its Mem-
bers first!” 

“Community is the per-
fect word to describe the SHG 
Chamber of Commerce. Our 
chamber thrives on bring-
ing people together-busi-
ness owners, local leaders, 
and residents-so it becomes 
a hub where relationships 
grow and collaboration turns 
into real progress,” said Ze-
browski. “All of this fosters 
growth and support to our 
businesses, nonprofits, and 
the Community at large.  It’s 
not just an organization; it’s 
a network of people who 
care about the same town and 
work side by side to make it 
stronger.”

The Chamber hosts many 
wonderful and fun events ev-
ery year, including the Trunk-
or-Treat, monthly Business 
After 5’s, Celebrity Bartend-
ing fundraiser for Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, and so 
much more, all with a focus 
on helping and building the 
small businesses in Granby 
and South Hadley.

“As President of the SHG 
Chamber of Commerce, it 
means a great deal to me to 
help support an organization 
that provides opportunities to 
our Members that help them 
succeed. When our local 
businesses succeed, our com-
munities benefit, and that’s 
what makes the Chamber’s 
work so meaningful to me,” 
said Laplante. 

The Chamber is looking 
towards 2026 with hope and 
excitement as they think of 
and plan the different events 
and more for people to enjoy.

CHAMBER from page 1

Submitted photos 
Members of the South Hadley and Granby Chamber of Commerce and keynote speaker Rob DelMastro at their Annual Business 
Dinner.

A special thank you to the servers at Johnny’s. 

Keynote speaker Rob 
DelMastro shares his five 
tips to success in business. 

The room was filled at Johnny’s Tap Room for the Business Dinner.

Regina Zebrowski (center) receiving a gift from Steve Laplante and the Chamber, thanking her 
for her years of service.
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SPRINGFIELD – Last Wednesday evening, 
South Hadley was not able to keep its first half 
lead, and fell to host Sci-Tech 59-44. For the Ti-
gers, Tim Loughrey had 20 points while Noah 
Hambley finished with 12 points. Isiah James 
finished with 10 points. South Hadley had a 25-
19 lead at halftime, but gave it up during a 24-9 
run for Sci-Tech in the third quarter. The Tigers 
are now 5-7 on the season.

Tough second half hurts Tigers

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Isiah James hustles toward the hoop.

Tim Loughrey keeps the ball moving around the perimeter. Chase Pecia turns play around after making a steal.

Noah Hambley heads for the layup. Griffin Soderbaum is pressured near the arc.

CHICOPEE – The 
Chicopee High School 
co-op ice hockey team fi-
nally was able to get a win 
in the 2025-2026 season. 
They defeated Keefe Tech 
5-4 on Jan. 17. In the win, 
Landon Johnson, Bray-
don LaDuke, Brennan 
Corcoran, Aidan Nadeau, 
and Dylan Haryasz scored 
the goals for the Pacers, 

who co-op with Chicopee 
Comprehensive, Gran-
by, and South Hadley. 
Chicopee would lose to 
Easthampton on Wednes-
day, Jan. 21 8-3 and are 
now 1-8-2 on the season. 
They are next scheduled 
to face Agawam on Satur-
day, Jan. 31 at 4:30 p.m. 
at Olympia Ice Center in 
West Springfield

Pacers finally get first win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—While their 
first three losses of the 2025-
26 regular season were on 
the road, it has been more 
than a year since the Granby 
girls’ varsity basketball lost 
a game at Sullivan Gymna-
sium.

The Lady Rams secured 
a Division 5 state tourna-
ment berth by defeating 
Franklin West rival Ludlow, 
67-42, last Thursday night, 
staying undefeated at home.     

“We just earned our tenth 
win and a spot in the state 
tournament,” said Granby 
head coach Dave Padavano. 
“We played very well right 
from the start of tonight’s 
game. Everyone contribut-
ed.”

The Lady Rams had a 
10-3 overall record and a 6-2 
league mark following their 
sixth home victory of the 
season. Southwick was the 
last visiting girls’ basket-
ball team to win a game at 
Sullivan Gymnasium. They 
defeated Granby, 50-27, on 
January 20, 2025.

Granby was ranked sev-
enth in the MIAA Division 5 
state power rankings, which 
was released on January 23. 
The Lady Rams are hoping 
to play a couple of home 
games in this year’s state 
tournament as opposed to 
having to make a long bus 
ride to Eastern Mass. like 

Granby girls grab win against Ludlow

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Brenna Moreno angles toward the hoop.

Rowan Cook makes a jumping 
pass over an opponent.

Kaitlyn 
Curran eyes 
the other side 
of the court.

they did a year ago.
“One of our goals at the 

beginning of the regular sea-
son was play a couple of 
home games in the state tour-
nament,” Padavano said. “We 
really don’t want to make an-
other long bus ride again this 
year.” 

Granby ended its season 
a year ago with a 66-57 loss 
in the round of 32 at Prospect 
Hill Academy Charter School 
in Cambridge.

The Lady Rams were also 
the first place team in the 

Western Mass. Class D power 
rankings.

Last Thursday’s home 
contest was very memora-
ble for Granby junior Brenna 
Moreno, who scored 11 of her 
career-high 22 points during 
the opening quarter, which 
helped the Lady Rams build 
an eight point lead.

“I challenged Brenna be-
fore tonight’s game to play 
like she did last season,” Pa-
davano said. “She responded 
very well and came out firing 
in the first quarter. I’m very 

happy with her performance.”
The Lady Rams’ other two 

double digit scorers against 
Ludlow were junior Kalli 
White (11 points) and senior 
K.C. Curran (15 points).

White achieved a signif-
icant milestone last week, 
recording her 1,000th career 
point during a 55-52 non-
league home victory over 
Mount Greylock.  

“Kalli is an excellent ath-
lete and it was incredible 

Please see GRANBY, page 7
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

watching her score her 1,000 
career point the other night.,” 
Moreno said.  “I’m very glad 
that we have another year to 
play high school sports to-
gether.”  

White has also recorded 
more than 100 career points 
as a member of the girls’ soc-
cer team and has tallied more 
than 100 goals for the Lady 
Rams lacrosse team. 

Curran, who made a to-
tal of five 3-pointers, is a 
co-captain this season, along 
with senior Mylin Laliberte.  

“Our two seniors have 
been awesome this year,” Pa-
davano said. “They provide 
a lot of leadership and guid-
ance. They’ve also helped me 
out a lot as well.”

The Lady Rams will hold 
their senior night on January 
29, when they play against 
Monson High School.  

The Lady Lions (2-10, 
1-7) have shown a lot of im-
provement since their first 
meeting of the regular sea-
son against the Lady Rams, 
which was a 36-25 loss at 
Mullins Gymnasium.

“This was one of our 
best offensive games of the 
season. I thought we com-
peted well against Granby, 
especially during the second 
half,” said first-year Lud-
low head coach Samantha 
Partridge. “The players are 
playing with a lot more con-

fidence now. 
We’re just fo-
cusing on get-
ting a little bit 
better in each 
game. I also 
want them to 
have fun playing 
basketball.”

The four Lady Lions se-
niors, who’ll be wrapping 
their varsity basketball ca-
reers during the next couple 
of weeks are Ava Friese, 
Nora Adams, Eliana Garcia, 
and Aneysha Donais.

“I’ve known the four se-
niors since they were in the 
eighth grade,” said Partridge, 
who was an assistant varsi-
ty/J.V. coach at Ludlow High 
School before becoming the 
varsity coach. “It has been 
very nice watching them 
grow and mature. I’m hoping 
that we can finish the season 
strong for them.”

The Lady Lions will hold 
their senior night on Febru-
ary 2, when they also face 
the Monson Lady Mustangs.

Donais finished the Gran-
by game with a team-lead-
ing 12 points. Adams also 
reached double figures for 
the visiting team with 10 
points. Junior Karley Roman 
chipped in with six points.

Donais made a 3-pointer 
less than two minutes into 
the contest giving her team a 
3-2 lead.  

Then Moreno took 
over the spotlight offen-
sively for the remainder 
of the opening quar-
ter, as she scored nine 
straight points.

Junior Eleanor Sz-
losek (2 points) ended 
the first quarter with a 
set shot giving the Lady 
Rams a 15-7 advantage.

Moreno buried her 
second 3-pointer of the 
game from the right side at 
the start of the second quar-
ter, which pushed Granby’s 
lead into double digits (18-7) 
for the first time.

The Lady Lions respond-
ed with back-to-back baskets 
from Adams and Roman, but 
they were still trailing, 31-14 
at halftime.

Granby held a 37-16 ad-
vantage two minutes into 
the third quarter following a 
White jumper and two more 
field goals by Moreno. 

Led by the trio of Adams, 
Roman and junior Maddie 
Riley (4 points), the Lady Li-

ons scored 16 points during 
the third quarter, but they 
were trailing 49-30 entering 
the final eight minutes of the 
contest.

Freshman Kara White, 
who’s Kalli’s younger sis-
ter, came off the bench and 
scored all six of her points 
during the final quarter.

Granby’s other ten points 
in the fourth quarter were 
scored by sophomore Kaelyn 
Slapski (2 points), freshman 
Arianna Mislak (4 points), 
and junior Meredith Bartosz 
(5 points).  

SPRINGFIELD – St. 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and 
General Manager Doug 
Armstrong announced today 
that Steve Ott will assume 
the role of head coach for 
the team’s AHL affiliate, 
the Springfield Thunder-
birds, for the remainder 
of the season. Ott replaces 
Steve Konowalchuk, who 
has been relieved of his du-
ties. Current Thunderbirds 
assistant coach Chad Wise-
man will serve as the inter-
im head coach for today’s 
Thunderbirds game against 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins until Ott can join 
the team later this week.

“The Blues want to thank 
Steve Konowalchuk for his 
contributions to our orga-
nization over the last two 
years and wish him all the 

best moving forward,” said 
Armstrong. “We’re looking 
forward to Steve Ott taking 
over in Springfield to push 
our young players to get 
better every day and further 
their development path to 
become St. Louis Blues. The 
current staff will take over 
his duties with the Blues for 
the rest of this season.”

Ott, 42, has nine seasons 
behind the Blues’ bench af-
ter first joining the staff as 
an assistant in the summer 
of 2017.  During his ten-
ure, the Summerside, PEI, 
native has helped the Blues 
compile a 350-244-74 (.588 
points percentage) regu-
lar-season record and four 
postseason appearances. 
In 2018-19, just his sec-
ond season as a coach, Ott 
played an instrumental role 
in helping the Blues make a 

historic rise in the standings 
during the regular season, 
ultimately capturing the 
2019 Stanley Cup cham-
pionship. Ott becomes the 
fifth head coach in Thunder-
birds history

As a player, Ott enjoyed 
a 14-year NHL career, in-
cluding 122 games with 
the Blues from 2014-2016. 
Overall, he accumulated 
288 points in 848 career 
regular-season games, in-
cluding stints with Dallas, 
Buffalo, St. Louis, Detroit, 
and Montreal. 

Konowalchuk, 52, was 
in his second season as head 
coach of the Thunderbirds 
and has recorded an overall 
record of 47-50-4-8 (.486 
points-percentage) during 
his time in the organization, 
including a record of 13-18-
4-2 (.432) this season.

Ott named new head coach of T-Birds

Kalli White tries to nab an offensive rebound. Kara White looks to pass inside the paint.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Mylin Laliberte 
collects a pass 
on the run.

GRANBY from page 6

al idea of taking early bene-
fits and investing them, many 
have said they wish to do that 
and we understand that logic. 
Our caution is that it requires 
religious discipline to put the 
SS money into a higher yield 
investment vehicle to accom-
plish the goal of beating the 
SS increase realized when 
you wait to claim. Many who 
try it succumb to the temp-
tation to use the invested 
funds for emergency needs 
and sometimes non-emergen-
cy needs. I offer this only as 
something to be aware of, as 
some have shared that they 
failed in their investment ob-
jectives with their Social Se-
curity money.

The Association Mature 

Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 4

daylight begins to decrease, 
the onion is cued into dor-
mancy. 

If lush tops are our first 
goal, we have to get our on-
ions in early, so that they 
achieve lots of top growth be-
fore being prompted to bulb 
up. Those of us who garden 
in the north choose “long 
day” onions, while southern 
gardeners opt to grow “short 
day” types.  

Long day onions bulb up 
when day length reaches 14-
16 hours per day; short day 
begin at 12-13 hours. If we 
plant short day in our locale 
we’d end up with fat scal-
lions, but not much more, so 
choose accordingly.  

Reputable seed compa-
nies will list the type of onion 
it is next to the variety name, 
or feature them under appro-
priate headings.

Choose your method 
There are three ways on-

ions can be grown: by seeds 
sown directly in the garden, 
from transplants started in-
doors, or from sets, which are 
tiny onions. One huge advan-
tage of utilizing seeds is the 
variety at your disposal as 
compared to sets.  

They are also less expen-
sive. Some folks even argue 
that onions sown from seed 
store longer.  The rest of this 
article will be devoted to 
starting onion seeds indoors, 
which is best accomplished 
in late January through Val-
entine’s Day- good news for 
those of you itching to get 
your hands “dirty!”

Onion seeds are sown 
indoors in small flats filled 
with moist soilless growing 
medium. Spacing can be a 
little closer than prescribed 
for outdoor germination, with 
sowing at ¼” apart. The use 
of heat mats set at 72 degrees 
is helpful, but not entirely 
necessary; regular room tem-
peratures will also encourage 
sprouting. 

Supplemental lighting is 
vital, however, so that the on-
ions grow straight and strong. 
Once onions are up, thin seed-
lings ½” to 1” apart from one 
another – onions hate compe-
tition, so this step is import-
ant!  

I generally cut out the ex-

tras using scissors, right at 
the soil line so as not to dis-
lodge the roots of those we are 
growing on. As the seedlings 
continue to grow, keep them 
trimmed at 3” tall; this will 
encourage strong roots and a 
straight, bulky plant.  

About a month prior to 
the last frost, the transplants 
should be hardened off for a 
week by gradually acclima-
tizing them to outdoor con-
ditions. When they are ready, 
seedlings are sunk into 1” 
furrows 3-4” apart and wa-
tered carefully; they can be 
protected from sun and wind 
off and on for the first week 
should it seem necessary; here 
a floating row cover support-
ed by wire hoops would come 
in handy, but old pots or trays 
would work fine too.  Addi-
tional rows should be one foot 
apart.

Stayed tuned for part two 
of this column next week, 
and extra-large onions will be 
yours come fall!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
n accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A of the Mas-
sachusetts General Laws, and 
Article X of the Town of South 
Hadley Zoning Bylaw, the South 
Hadley Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, February 19, 2026 
at 4:00 p.m. to hear the petition 
of Andrew Bazukin, 40 King 
Street, Westfield MA 01085, for 
a Variance from the requirements 
of Section 255-21 (Attachment 
2) of the Town’s Zoning Bylaw 
regarding the required setback 
requirements of primary struc-
tures within the Residential A-1 
zoning district. 

The subject property is locat-
ed at 0 Granby Road, identified 
as Assessor’s Map 16 Parcel 90, 
and located within the Residen-
tial A-1 zoning district. The par-
cel is currently undeveloped and 
located at the corner of Granby 
Road and Lakeview Avenue.

The public hearing will 
be held at the South Hadley 

Public Library, Trustees Con-
ference Room, 2 Canal Street, 
South Hadley, MA 01075. 

The application is on file with 
the Town Clerk’s Office. The 
application and submitted mate-
rials may also be viewed on the 
Town’s website at the Zoning 
Board of Appeals page under the 
tab “Granby Road (Map 16, 
Parcel 90)”, or at the following 
link: https://www.southhadley.
org/1523/Granby-Road-Map-
16-Parcel-90 . Anyone interested 
in, or wishing to be heard on, the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals 
Martha Terry, Chair 

01/30, 02/06/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY 
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL 
PUBLIC HEARING

Subdivision Regulation 
Update

The South Hadley Planning 
Board will hold a virtual public 
hearing on Monday, February 
9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. to consider 
repeal and replacement of South 
Hadley’s current Subdivision 

Regulations (Chapter 360: Sub-
division Regulations) with up-
dated regulations to include new 
Articles I through XII; and new 
Appendices A through H. The 
materials relative to the proposal 
are available on the Town’s web-
site at the following link: https://
www.southhadley.org/1318/Pro
posedDraft-Bylaws. Alternative-
ly, hard copies of the documents 
may be viewed at South Hadley 
Planning and Conservation De-
partment office.

The public hearing will be 
held through virtual format with 
log-in information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82239969930?pwd=
CGVSN01dmQVbJLgQk5k-
Fytv
P0B66n0.1

Or join by phone: 1 (301) 
715 8592 Webinar ID: 822 
3996 9930 Passcode: 091311

Any person interested in, or 
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time 
and in the manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board 

01/23, 01/30/2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racket sport pros
  4. Make tea
  8. City South of 

Moscow
 10. Spanish 

bullfighting term
 11. Egg-shaped
 12. Could not 

remember
 13. French 

modernist painter
 15. Persons
 16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction
 17. Professions
 18. Is up to the task
 21. Wood or metal 

bolt
 22. Tax collector
 23. A way to save 

for the future
 24. Georgia rockers
 25. Midway between 

north and 
northeast

 26. High schoolers’ 
test

 27. Does not accept 
responsibility

 34. One who 
prepares

 35. Gout-indicative 
deposits

 36. Place to play 
games

 37. Book of Genesis 
character

 38. Cleans oneself
 39. Unloaded for 

money
 40. Genus of 

flowering plants
 41. Take a puff
 42. Congressmen
 43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 
mythology

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of bomb
  2. South Pacific 

islands
  3. Celestial body
  4. Negotiates
  5. Consider in a 

specified way
  6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry
  7. Buddhist 

monasteries
  9. Inhabitant of 

Bering Sea island
 10. Body part
 12. Milestone 

birthday
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. More (Spanish)
 17. Chicago 

ballplayer
 19. Leaves a place

 20. Cannot be found
 23. One’s internal 

body parts
 24. Tell on
 25. North American 

peoples of 
southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

 27. Extract used for 
jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 29. Old English letter
 30. A way to 

exaggerate
 31. Get up and leave
 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character
 33. More generous
 34. Hanging cloth 

used as a blind
 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

Legal Notices

REGION – Samaritan’s 
Purse is celebrating a suc-
cessful season after collect-
ing 12.2 million  Operation 
Christmas Child  shoebox 
gifts in 2025, sharing the 
love of Jesus with children 
in need around the world.

The milestone reflects 
the generosity of millions of 
shoebox packers helping to 
fill shoebox gifts with toys, 
school supplies, and per-
sonal care items. Across the 
U.S., the project collected 
10.9 million shoebox gifts in 
2025. Combined with those 
collected from partnering 
countries, the ministry is 
now sending over 12.2 mil-
lion shoebox gifts to children 
worldwide,  including those 
whose lives were turned up-
side down by Hurricane Me-
lissa, a category 5 storm that 
recently struck Jamaica.

“Each shoebox gift is an 
opportunity to remind boys 

and girls around the world 
that God loves them,”  said 
Franklin Graham, president 
of Samaritan›s Purse.  “We 
are so thankful for the gen-
erosity of every person who 
packed a shoebox. These 
gifts are bringing joy and the 
hope of the Gospel to chil-
dren in need.”

For many children, a 
shoebox gift is the first gift 
they have ever received. 
Each one is a tangible ex-
pression of God’s love, of-
fering hope to children fac-
ing war, poverty, disease and 
disaster. Since 1993,  Oper-
ation Christmas Child  has 
collected and delivered more 
than 244 million gift-filled 
shoeboxes to children in 
more than 170 countries and 
territories.

While local drop-off lo-
cations are closed until Na-
tional Collection Week, Nov. 
16 - 23, 2026, anyone can 

participate year-round by 
packing a shoebox gift on-
line at  samaritanspurse.org/
buildonline. These shoebox 
gifts built online go to the 
hardest-to-reach areas in the 
world-whether deep jungles, 
city slums, or steep moun-
tainsides.

Information about ways 
to get involved year-round 
can also be found at  samar-
itanspurse.org/occ.

Operation Christmas 
Child, a project of Samari-
tan’s Purse, seeks to demon-
strate God’s love in a tangi-
ble way to children in need 
around the world and, to-
gether with the local church 
worldwide, to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. Since 
1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and de-
livered more than 244 mil-
lion gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children in more than 170 
countries and territories.

Samaritan’s Purse celebrates 12.2 million 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY – South Had-
ley and Granby Democratic 
Town Committees come to-
gether to create a special food 
drive in order to stock up 
food pantries in the area.

South Hadley is sup-
porting Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, South Hadley. 
Drop off at the South Hadley 
High School, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Contact: Ann Stockton email: 

southhadleydemocrats@
gmail.com

Granby Food Drive will 
focus on Granby to Go, 12:30 
-3:30 at the Congregational 
Church 235 State Street: To-
bias Wilson Email:    chair@
granbydemocrats.com. 

These are the following 
items are most in demand:

• Any feminine hygiene 
products, Shampoo/condition 
comb, toothpaste, deodorant, 

and Bar soap
• Cereal hot or cold, 

Soups, especially during the 
winter

• Pet food, canned and dry 
for cats and dogs

• Canned meats such as 
spam, beef stew, corned beef, 
and hash

• Please check expiration 
dates.

Food and monetary dona-
tions will be accepted.

Two Town Food Drive on Feb. 7

February 2 – 
March 16, 2026

GRANBY – Once again 
this winter heating season, the 
Granby Lions Club has estab-
lished an Emergency Fuel 
Assistance Fund for Granby 
residents.  This fund, titled 
the “Groundhog Fund”, will 

enable residents of Granby to 
obtain needed assistance for 
fuel to help them through the 
next six weeks of winter.  

The Lions Club Ground-
hog Fund will begin helping 
residents on February 2 and 
will continue until March 16. 

Residents who would like 
to apply for needed assistance 
are asked to complete an ap-

plication, and these applica-
tions are available in the Se-
nior Center/Council of Aging 
Office at 10 West State St. in 
Granby from 9:00 am – 3:00 
pm Monday through Friday.

The Granby Lions Club 
appreciates the continuing 
support that the community 
of Granby gives to our proj-
ects and activities.  

Granby Lions Club holding
‘Groundhog Fuel Assistance Fund’

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley Service Club, 
in partnership with the boys 
and girls basketball teams, 
is hosting a donation drive 
to benefit Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. Monetary dona-
tions as well as food items are 
greatly appreciated. 

For ever $1 donated, or 
each food item donated, you 
will receive a raffle ticket for 
a chance to win a $25 gift 
card to a choice of the fol-
lowing: Granby Grain, Odys-
sey Bookshop, Big Y, Chipo-
tle Mexican Grill, Vanished 
Valley Brewing Co., Master 

Chef, Pizza Palace of Granby, 
Thai Place, Dunkin Donuts, 
and Randall’s Farm. 

The drawings will be 
held during the halftimes of 
the following games: Boys 
Games: January 20 and 30; 
Girls Games: January 26 and 
27, February 2, 6, and 9.

SHHS basketball teams and 
service club host NHN donation drive 

Reading  libraries  featur-
ing  titles by Native Amer-
ican authors will now be 
available  in  visitor cen-
ters at nine DCR properties

BOSTON -  The  Massa-
chusetts  Department of Con-
servation and Recreation 
(DCR) announced today 
the  start  of  the First Peoples 
First Stewards  (FPFS)  Chil-
dren›s Library, a new initia-
tive  available  at  nine  DCR 
properties,  designed  to pro-
mote youth-focused written 
works by  Native  Ameri-
can authors.  Featuring more 
than  20 titles, the  reading  li-
brary program  celebrates  the 
region›s Indigenous communi-
ties, histories, and their endur-
ing relationship to the lands and 
waters that make up the nearly 
half a million acres  that DCR 
stewards  across  Massachu-
setts.

“Massachusetts’ history 
began long before the arriv-
al of colonists, with  Indige-
nous  communities who  cared 
for the land and continue to do 
so today.  As stewards of this 
land, DCR has a responsibility 
to preserve and uplift  the sto-
ries of our first and continuing 
stewards,” said DCR Commis-
sioner Nicole LaChapelle. 
“By making  this history  ac-
cessible at  DCR properties, 
we hope visitors gain a deeper 
understanding of  what  these 
lands  represent  -and  the peo-
ple who have been connected 
to them for generations.”  

“I am delighted visitors are 
being welcomed across Massa-
chusetts with Indigenous-creat-
ed books through DCR’s First 
Peoples First Stewards  Chil-
dren’s Library,”  said  Tra-
ci  Sorell,  author  and Cher-
okee Nation citizen.  “I am 
honored some of my books 
are included but especially 
heartened that creators from 
local  Native  Nations have ti-
tles provided too. Wado (thank 
you)!” 

In many Indigenous tra-
ditions, winter is a time when 
communities come together 
to tell stories and pass knowl-
edge onto younger genera-
tions.  This winter, the First 
Peoples First Stewards Part-
nership Program invites the 
public to nine visitor centers at 

parks and watersheds through-
out Massachusetts  to have an 
experience grounded in that 
tradition.  Each library will 
feature works of  fiction  and 
non-fiction depicting accurate, 
first-hand accounts of Indige-
nous history, culture and lived 
experience, available for read-
ing on site. 

Visitors  will be able to 
peruse titles  in the new read-
ing libraries and sit with their 
family members to enjoy  sto-
ries  in the following visitor 
centers:    Blackstone Riv-
er and Canal Heritage State 
Park  in Uxbridge;  Blackstone 
River Greenway Visitor Cen-
ter  at Worcester;  Blue Hills 
Reservation  in Milton;  Bor-
derland State Park  in North 
Easton;  Breakheart  Reserva-
tion in Saugus; Fall River Her-
itage State Park;  Great Falls 
Discovery Center  in Turners 
Falls;  Mount Greylock State 
Reservation  in Lanesbor-
ough; and the Quabbin Reser-
voir in Belchertown.  

The reading library loca-
tions were  intentionally  cho-
sen to provide experienc-
es across various geographical 
areas of the state.  FPFS will 
continue to evaluate other po-
tential sites for  additional  li-
braries at DCR properties. 

“Developing the  First 
Peoples First Stewards  Chil-
dren’s Library for DCR visitor 
centers  is a project that has 
brought me joy and is near 
and dear to my heart. As a 
former educator specializing in 
Indigenous content, it is vital 
that the Indigenous visitors 
see themselves represented  at 
DCR properties, and that non-
Indigenous visitors can  be 
introduced to Indigenous 
literature  and    experience 
in a matter of minutes an 
Indigenous perspective on 
life, the environment and 
community,» said  DCR In-
digenous People’s Part-
nership Coordinator  Leah 
Hopkins  and a  citizen of 
the Narragansett Indian 
Tribe. “The books in each of 
the libraries tell both tradition-
al and contemporary stories 
and  not only  represent local 
Indigenous voices but also sto-
ries from other parts of Turtle 
Island (North America).  They 
all share common themes of 

community,  resilience  and 
connection to the land-con-
cepts we can all connect to.” 

The  First Peoples First 
Stewards  Children’s  Li-
brary  represents  an import-
ant  step  in FPFS and DCR’s 
ongoing  commitment  to pro-
mote and provide space for 
public dialogue on Indigenous 
experiences in a way that is re-
spectful and interactive. The 
books provided at each loca-
tion were thoughtfully curated 
to ensure accurate, first-person 
representations of Indigenous 
culture, history, and stories. 

Through the FPFS Partner-
ship,  DCR  aims to uplift the 
cultural continuity and sover-
eignty of Indigenous Peoples 
by building reciprocal relation-
ships with Tribal Governments 
and Indigenous Community 
Stakeholders. These  relation-
ships  will inform DCR land 
management practices by cen-
tering traditional ecological 
knowledge  and Indigenous 
culture. 

For more informa-
tion about the Partnership and 
the work of DCR’s Indigenous 
Peoples Partnership Coordina-
tor,  visit the  program’s  web-
page.

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) over-
sees nearly half a million acres 
of land, making up one of the 
largest and most diverse state 
park systems in the country. 
Our work focuses on nurturing 
the vital connection between 
people and the environment 
by protecting, promoting, 
and enhancing our  common 
wealth  of natural, cultural, 
and recreational resources for 
the well-being of all. Our in-
frastructure connects people 
to and through the beautiful 
landscapes and accessible rec-
reational facilities we care for - 
strengthening our communities 
and driving our economy. Our 
staff strive to build a healthier, 
more resilient Massachusetts 
where all residents and visi-
tors can relax, reflect and feel 
a sense of belonging in our 
open spaces and public lands. 
To learn more about DCR, our 
facilities, and our programs, 
please visit  www.mass.gov/
dcr  or contact us at  mass.
parks@mass.gov. 

DCR celebrates Massachusetts’ 
Indigenous History with launch of First Peoples 
First Stewards Children’s Library Program
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More                           photos

There is a sense of peace that comes after a snowstorm. 	 Submitted photos 

Siblings enjoying the snow together all bundled up.

Maverick enjoying the snow at the South Hadley Dog Park. 
A little pony in the snow at Sapowsky Farm.

Little lab puppies dusted with snow.

Making snow tunnels should be considered an 
Olympic sport.

Little Isabella “Belly” is not too sure she liked the 
snow this weekend.

A beautiful church, standing regally in the snow.Even the squirrels are baffled by all the snow.

Misty loves the snow.

Goose is one happy pup in the 
snow, and found the best stick 
around.


