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Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – As of 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, support-
ers of renaming Plains School 
in memory of Hank Skala have 
raised almost two-thirds of the 
money needed to do so. 

The late principal passed 
away almost two years ago, leav-
ing a legacy of love, kindness, 
and support for his teachers, the 
community, and, most of all, his 
students.

“Hank was truly one of a 
kind. He was genuine, com-
passionate and kind-hearted,” 
recalled Ashley Macey, a first-

grade teacher at Plains. “He tru-
ly cared about his staff members 
and more importantly cared for 
the kids. Hank always wanted 
what was best for Plains School 
and everyone involved.”

Shortly after Skala’s passing, 
Danielle Cooke, a member of the 
South Hadley School Commit-
tee began thinking about a way 
to honor him. She remembered 
that the middle school had been 
renamed for a similar reason 
when she was a student there 
and wondered if that might be a 
possibility.  

The plan hit a bit of a road-

Photo courtesy of Plains School 
A contingent of residents are raising money to rename Plains School 
in memory of Hank Skala, the late principal, who passed way almost 
two years ago. 

Funds being raised to 
rename Plains School 

Sailor laid to rest 
decades after Pearl 
Harbor attack 

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com 

HOLYOKE — Pharmacist’s 
Mate Second Class Merle Hill-
man received the long overdue 
hero’s welcome he deserved on 
Saturday, a homecoming that 

was over 80 years in the mak-
ing.

Hillman’s life was taken on 
Dec. 7, 1941, aboard USS Cali-
fornia when she was torpedoed 
and bombed during the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. His remains, 
however, were only identified 
within the last year, as part of 
forensic efforts undertaken by 
the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency to identify the 
remains of Unknowns from the 
California and other ships at-
tacked at Pearl Harbor.

Merle Chester Joseph Hill-
man was born in Chicopee on 
Feb. 7, 1916. He grew up in 
Holyoke, and listed the Paper 
City as his hometown when he 
enlisted in 1937. 

Hillman was in the process 
of preparing the California for 
an inspection scheduled for the 
following day when the attack 
commenced. He served his 
comrades and his country with 
honor aboard the California, 

Local hero returns home
Turley Photo by Nick Boonstra.

Sister Catherine Ormond gives committal honors with a naval detail present.

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY — 
The Planning Board dis-
cussed proposed amend-
ments and additions to the 
town’s zoning bylaws at their 
meeting on Monday, Jan. 22, 
with Planning and Conser-
vation Director Anne Capra 
expressing hope that the pro-
posed changes would mo-
tivate developers to pursue 
residential projects with the 
preservation of open space in 
mind.

The discussion revolved 
around the town’s Flexible 
Development Bylaw, which 
is intended to encourage, 
among other things, the “de-
velopment of diverse and af-
fordable housing types while 

Planning 
Board 
considers 
bylaw 
changes

By Anna Jackie
Publicity chair 

Quabbin Art Association

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Quabbin Art Association will 
host South Hadley artist Donna 
Roy at its next meeting. Roy will 
give a presentation on her unique 
“eco prints,” currently on exhibit 
and for sale at the Mill District 
Local Art Gallery in Amherst. 

“I take the fresh-air experi-
ences of my outdoor painting 
sessions back to my studio for 
further exploration,” Roy said. 
“Using botanical materials 
found in my garden, gathered on 
neighborhood walks, and while 
painting en plein air, I create a 
fusion between art and nature 
with eco printing. These natural 
botanical prints are then further 
enhanced with ink illustrations, 
watercolor washes or creative 
manipulations done in layers 
with mixed media techniques 
using collage, photographic im-

ages, acrylic paints and sprays, 
and sometimes hand lettering. 
The resulting work comes to life 
as an image that is inspired by 
nature, with an artistic twist.”

What exactly is an eco-print?  
Roy explained. 

“It is the process of making 
direct contact botanical prints 
from natural pigments found in 
plants,” she said. “Bundles of 
paper, layered with plant mate-
rial, are steamed to release and 
transfer the pigment to the pa-
per. No synthetic inks or dyes 
are used. These are the images 
that are then enhanced with my 
drawings, collages and watercol-
or washes.”

Roy began her love of paint-
ing while studying privately 
with a local oil painter when she 
was 10 years old. During weekly 
studio sessions, she learned tra-
ditional foundations of compo-
sition, perspective, color theory 

Quabbin Art Association 
to host mixed media 
artist

Please see BYLAW, page 5

Please see HERO, page 6

Donna RoyDonna Roy 

Photo courtesy of the Quabbin Art Association 
Artist Donna Roy

Please see ARTIST, page 8
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MEMORARE TO 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that 
never was it known that anyone who fled to 

thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy 
intercession was left unaided.  Inspired with 

this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, 
my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I 

stand, sinful and sorrowful.  O Mother of the 
Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but 

in thy mercy hear and answer me.  Amen.

E.R.
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T H R E E L  O  C  A  T  I  O  N  S

Offering Infant to School Age 
Care & Summer Programs

CrossFit Team Strength, Valor, Grit (SVG) of South Hadley were among 10 CrossFit 
groups appearing from local communities to turn out in Holyoke, helping to collect and 
raise valuable funds to be gifted to the National Brain Tumor Society.

South Hadley

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity  

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Energy sav-
ings and green products are all the rage 
right now. Greater Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity, or GSHFH, is working tire-
lessly to provide their homeowners and 
prospective partner families with envi-
ronmentally-friendly products that help 
them save on utility costs, while keeping 
expenses low. That’s not an easy feat con-
sidering inflation and limited resources. 
Yet, the nonprofit organization is able 
to accomplish this achievement through 

fundraisers, donations and grants. 
Sometimes, it’s the small changes that 

make the biggest difference. GSHFH is 
now incorporating electric mini split heat-
ing, ventilation, and air conditioning sys-
tems to avoid using fossil fuels. In some 
instances, based on location and home de-
sign, tankless water heaters or air-sourced 
water heaters are installed.

“Our goal is to provide our partner 
families with an energy-friendly home 
that will allow them to save money, while 
protecting their investment for many 
years to come,” said Aimee Giroux, GSH-
FH executive director. “We want them to 
pass their home to the next generation of 
family members and provide them with a 
solid foundation for a better, more stable 
future.”

Energy-friendly products range from 
solar panel installation, the use of Low-E 
glass windows, to a plant-based fiber in-
sulation called HempWool; light-emitting 
diode (LED) fixtures, and the affiliate’s 
first-ever insulated concrete form (ICF) 
home. 

Solar panel installation can help a 
family significantly cut their electric bill 
and the use of Low-E glass windows lets 
in natural light while reflecting inside 
heat back into the home during the winter 
months. During the summer, outside heat 
is reflected away from the home. 

LED fixtures reduce energy usage and 
programmable thermostats provide heat-
ing and cooling only during the times it 
was most needed. Plus, Energy-Star ap-
pliances, which are rated for maximum 
energy efficiency and cost savings, are 
used.

HempWool is a US Department of 
Agriculture-certified bio-based insulation 
that is naturally mold and pest resistant. 
It’s also resistant of volatile organic com-
pounds and toxins. It’s easy to install, 
doesn’t sag, and like the Low-E glass, 

lowers the energy bills for heat in the win-
ter, cooling in the summer, and general 
comfort.    

“It’s a lot less itchy to handle,” said 
Tom Eisenman, GSHFH volunteer.

Additionally, new construction proj-
ects are built to meet the Specialized Opt-
in Energy Code of Massachusetts Stretch 
Energy Code. The code sets significantly 
higher requirements for heating and cool-
ing loads, which can be responsible for 
60% of a building’s energy use.

In November 2022, GSHFH began is 
most notable energy-efficient project yet: 
an ICF home. A dedication ceremony cel-
ebrating the completion of construction 
will be held at 11am on Wednesday, Feb. 
14, at 360 Chestnut St. in Holyoke. The 
project is a collaboration between the Na-
tional Ready Mixed Concrete Association 
and Habitat for Humanity International to 
build 50 ICF homes across the country.

The insulated concrete forms are hol-
low foam blocks that are stacked into the 
shape of exterior walls of a building, re-
inforced with steel rebar, and filled with 
concrete. 

“Doing something different in con-
struction is not easy,” said Gregg Lewis, 
chief communications officer at NRMCA. 
“Construction is hard enough when you’re 
doing the same thing day in and day out. 
Try to take on a new way of building and 
it’s really a huge deal.”

ICF combines one of the finest insu-
lating materials – expanded polystyrene 
(EPS) with one of the strongest structural 
building materials – steel reinforced con-
crete. The result is a wall system of un-
matched comfort, energy efficiency and 
noise reduction. 

“The house will be quiet, even when 
it’s windy and stormy outside and it’ll 
stay nice and toasty inside,” said Steve 
Bogle, an Integraspec local distributor. 

Integraspec is the brand name of the 

foam blocks. Steve and his wife Cheryl, 
also an Integraspec distributor, worked 
with GSHFH in the early stages. 

Unlike a traditional wood frame house 
with sheathing, an ICF home offers sev-
eral additional benefits to the builder 
and homeowner. The foam panels are 
made from recycled material. ICF walls 
do not off-gas, whereas conventional 
walls sheathed with oriented strand board 
(OSB) off-gas through glues and resin. 
ICF walls are resistant to mold and rot, 
which provides a better living environ-
ment for those suffering from allergens 
or asthma. Also, due to the rising cost 
of lumber, this method significantly re-
duces the need for wood for framing and 
sheathing the exterior and less trees are 
cut down. 

“We’re excited to have built a more en-
ergy-efficient, affordable home for one of 
our Habitat families,” Aimee said. 

To see pictures from the construction 
phase of the ICF build, visit habitatspring-
field.org/Holyoke.

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity 
embraces energy-savings initiatives

Submitted photos
WNEU Pharm Club putting in HempWool 
at Holyoke. 

Dean student working with rebar at 
Chestnut. 

SOUTH HADLEY – Gaylord Memo-
rial Library has a busy February planned 
for all ages. January’s Full Moon Obser-
vation with Mount Holyoke College Ob-
servatory was rained out, but we’re hoping 
for better weather for our new date: Feb. 
22 at 6:30 p.m. (open to all ages). We’ll 
close out the month with a winter Nature 
Walk  led by staff from Arcadia Wildlife 
Sanctuary on Feb. 29 at 2 p.m.

Both libraries in town will be hosting 
a new series:  Creative Writing Hour for 
Teens.  We will kick off with a  Fiction 
Workshop at Gaylord on Thursday, Feb. 1 
at 4 p.m. The next session will be Poetry 

at SHPL will take place on Thursday, Feb. 
22 at 4 p.m.

For younger kids, we have our usu-
al story times, LEGO Club, drop-in 
crafts and two Saturday morning special 
events. On  Saturday,  Feb. 10 at 10:15 
a.m. Miss Janet will be celebrating Lunar 
New Year with a paper dragon craft, and 
on Saturday, Feb. 24 at 10:30 a.m. we’ll 
have  Family Playtime  with trucks and 
trains!

Other regular weekly and monthly 
programming can be found on the  Gay-
lord website or on the SHPL calendar. 

Historic Gaylord Memorial Library 
announces February programming

BELCHERTOWN – The Swift Riv-
er Sportsman’s Club at 350 Cold Spring 
Road is pleased to announce that its Fri-
day Fish Fry is returning on Fridays, start-

ing Feb. 16 and running through April 5. 
Prices range from $14 for fish and 

chips to $18 for a fish, shrimp and chip 
combo. Clam chowder will also be avail-

able. 
For more information, 

please call the club at 413-
323-9387.

Friday Fish Fry returns to Swift River Sportsman’s Club

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Live Onsite & Webcast
Public AuctioN

FURNITURE STORE
• FURNITURE INVENTORY & ACCESSORIES •

42 MYRON STREET     WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
TO BE SOLD ON THE PREMISES AND BY LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

NATIONAL BRANDS INCLUDING: BarcaLounger; Bernhardt Furniture; Bradington Young; Braxton Culler; Caracole Furniture; 
Charleston Forge; CTH Sherrill Occasional; Hickory White; Hooker; John Richard; King Hickory; Sam Moore; Sherrill and Many More •
Consisting of: Sofas • Sectionals • Recliners • Swivel Rockers • Occasional Chairs • Ottomans • Cocktail, End & Console Tables • 
Entertainment Centers • Bookcases • Desks • Dining Room Sets • Buffet • Mirrors • Floor & Table Lamps • Chandeliers • Bar Stools 
• Framed Paintings & Prints • Wall Décor • Clocks • Knick Knacks • Bowls • Jars • Trays • Throw Pillows • TCL 55” TV

• Many More Items Too Numerous To Mention •

SALE PER ORDER OF GARY M. WEINER, ESQ.
OF THE FIRM OF WEINER LAW FIRM, PC, 1441 MAIN STREET, SUITE 610, SPRINGFIELD, MA

ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS
TERMS OF SALE: 25% DEPOSIT CASH, WIRE TRANSFER OR CERTIFIED CHECK

15% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONSITE PURCHASES
18% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONLINE PURCHASES

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE
INSPECTIONS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH – 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.& MORNING OF SALE – 8:30 A.M. TO 10:30 A.M.

LIVE ONSITE & LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE AT WWW.BIDSPOTTER.COM
SEND for  DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE or VISIT our WEBSITE at  WWW.POSNIK.COM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH AT 10:30 A.M. ET
ASSIGNEE’S SALE

Small Grants Available to 
South Hadley Falls Businesses

The Town of South Hadley is offering 
Falls Business Improvement Grants 

to provide commercial businesses, nonprofits,
 and commercial property owners in South Hadley Falls 

with financial support for the enhancement of 
small businesses through reimbursable grants of up to $1,500. 

The grant is structured as a reimbursement of a property or 
business owner’s investment in eligible storefront façade 
enhancements or other eligible business improvements. 

The Town of South Hadley anticipates funding 
8 to 10 projects of up to $1,500 each. 

Grant application and more information online here:
https://www.southhadley.org/1299/

South-Hadley-Falls-Business-Improvement-

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – Voters at the up-
coming town election on March 5 will get 
a say in more than just the election. 

Throughout the day, members of the 
Town Meeting Review Committee will 
be at South Hadley High School to survey 
them about how they feel the town meet-
ing format works for the town of South 
Hadley. 

At its Jan. 18 meeting, the commit-
tee discussed what it expects the survey 
will look like and what it hopes to learn 
from it. The committee plans to work on 
the survey itself at its Feb. 1 meeting but 
agreed to limit its length to fewer than 

half a dozen questions and to base those 
questions on the survey it sent out to town 
meeting members recently. 

The general gist of the survey for votes 
would be asking if voters think the town 
meeting format is running well and, if not, 
what could be done to improve it. For vot-
ers who may not have time to take the sur-
vey on election day, there would probably 
be a QR code that they could scan to take 
it later, up to a few days after election day.

The survey is part of the broader work 
of the committee as it reviews the work 
of town meeting and how it fits the needs 
of the town. The committee recently re-
ceived the completed surveys from town 
meeting members asking them similar 
questions, as well as about their experi-

ences as town meeting members. 
Those results will be presented at a 

Know Your Town presentation and public 
forum at the end of February.  After the 
presentation, the committee will open up 
the floor to a public forum so people can 
share their experiences and understand-
ings of the town meeting format.

The committee made it very clear that 
there would be no spin put on any of the 
data received. It will present raw data.

“We want to get their thoughts,” said 
Nicole Casolari, a committee and select-
board member.

Member Carlene Hamlin, the former 
clerk for the town, noted that she won-
dered if they would have to explain what 
the town meeting format is. Casolari 

agreed that they may need to explain the 
mechanics.

“I don’t know if I asked my neighbors 
if they know what a town meeting is,” said 
Hamlin.

Although Chair John Hine said that he 
wanted to make sure audience members 
stayed on the topic of discussing how ef-
fective the town meeting format is, Caso-
lari noted that they might have to extend 
some grace as people explain how their 
experiences relate to town meeting poli-
cies and workings.

The committee also mulled over the 
idea of creating a program explaining its 
work for the local community television 
channel.

Voters to be surveyed about town meeting format

SOUTH HADLEY – Town Adminis-
trator Lisa Wong submitted the following 
as part of her Weekly Wrap Up. 

Chamber Annual Meeting 

Honoring Frank DeToma
The Town of South Hadley is sad to 

share the news of Frank DeToma’s pass-
ing. Frank retired from Mount Holyoke 
College and went on to serve as a Select-
board member, chair of the Redevelop-
ment Authority and member of the His-
torical Commission. 

Selectboard
The Selectboard’s next hybrid meeting 

will be on Tuesday, Feb. 6 at the senior 
center. Details will be posted on the town 
website’s agenda center. 

The state awarded Way Finders fund-
ing for The Plaza Apartments in South 
Hadley on Jan. 22. The Plaza Apartments 
will bring 60 mixed-income residences to 
the three-acre site that was formerly part 
of the Woodlawn Shopping Plaza in South 
Hadley. 

The four-story apartment building will 
be developed by Way Finders in partner-
ship with South Hadley Plaza LLC. The 
L-shaped building will be oriented around 
a central courtyard and include one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom apartments. Five units 
will be accessible for people with physical 
disabilities, and two will be equipped for 
people with sensory impairments. 

There will also be three units reserved 
for clients of the state’s Department of 
Mental Health. A community room with 
a kitchenette will also be available. The 
courtyard will have tables, benches and 
bicycle racks. There will be both on-site 
and off- street parking for 75 vehicles. 
Construction of The Plaza Apartments is 

slated to start in fall 2024 and will take 
approximately 16 months to complete. 

Bike-Walk
The Bike-Walk Committee will host 

a guided trek at the Ledges Golf Club, 
18 Mulligan Drive, on Sunday, Feb. 4 at 
1 p.m. Any cancellation will be posted at 
www.southadley.org/bikewalk by 10 a.m. 

Town website
Preview the town’s new website at: 

www.southadley.org. Feedback is wel-
come at selectboard@southadleyma.gov.

Lisa Wong’sLisa Wong’s
• WEEKLY WRAP UP •

President Danielle R. Holley was the 
keynote speaker at the annual South 
Hadley and Granby Chamber of Commerce 
meeting. Selectboard Chair Andrea Miles, 
State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), State 
Rep. Dan Carey (D-Easthampton) and 
Chamber Board Chair Regina Zebrowski 
gave a warm welcome. 

Keep up with South Hadley’s latest news

Audition for 
‘Mary Poppins’ 
on Feb. 9  
Open to all ages from 
4-7 p.m. at SHHS 

SOUTH HADLEY – Brand new 
South Hadley theater group South 
Hadley Players will be presenting 
their first production- “Mary Poppins” 
from April 12-14.  Auditions will be 
held at the South Hadley High School 
Feb. 9 from 4-7 p.m. Director Cyn 
Strycharz and Music Director Dan 
Mashia have over 30 years of experi-
ence that they will be bringing to this 
production. Please come and support 
this new community theater. 

Plains School 
Kindergarten 
packet pickup 

SOUTH HADLEY – Plains 
School will be having Kindergarten 
and Grade One students new to South 
Hadley pick up packets from March 
1 – 29. 

Please stop by the school between 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to pick up your 
packet. Any questions please call the 
main office at 538-5068. •
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Water District 1 civil suit filed 

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 5

Re-blooming paper whites

I purchased some paper white bulbs ear-
ly in December, figuring I’d need some 
flower power come January.  
Four bulbs were planted in potting soil in 

an old tureen bowl that I found at the local 
recycling center swap shed. I covered the soil 
in moss I saved from my yard and honest to 
goodness when those bulbs burst into bloom 
about a month after planting, I felt pretty 
proud of myself for creating such a chic dis-
play.  

Now what to do with it? Usually, when 
paper whites are forced in pebbles, or just 
plain water, they are a once and done kind 
of experiment. But because I planted them in 
decent potting soil, there may be hope for re-
bloom.  

Read on to see how it’s done.
First, it’s important to think about how 

bulbs work. They are a self-contained unit 
that has everything in that unit to bloom the 
first time no matter what, as long as basic en-
vironmental needs are met.  

Pretty impressive. 
For bulbs to bloom again, we have to 

make sure that unit gets re-charged. I read 
once to think of the bulb as a solar battery – 
that’s not far off! 

For typical daffodil bulbs that are plant-

ed in the ground that means removing spent 
flowers, keeping the foliage intact until it yel-
lows, and giving the plant a little fertilizer or 
a compost top dressing if the soil isn’t fertile. 
Now that we understand, we can use this in-
formation to re charge our hyacinth bulbs.

The flowers are still on my chic display, 
but they are definitely gone by. I will snip off 
the spent blooms.  

Next, I will put the tureen in a sunny win-
dow. To be honest, I had placed it in my pan-
try when it was in bloom.  

My husband found the fragrance a little 
too overpowering and not to his liking. Over 
the years I have found that people either love 
it or hate it and sadly he leans toward the lat-
ter of the two.  

But, because it was placed in the window 
of a cool room, it grew upright without fall-
ing over, and the flowers lasted close to three 
weeks! Now that I have the pot of foliage in 
a sunny window, I will sprinkle a little bulb 
fertilizer on the soil surface and water it in.  

Choose one that has both nitrogen for the 
leaves and phosphorus for the bulb. The num-
bers on the fertilizer indicate NPK: Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus and Potassium.  

We want to encourage those leaves to pho-
tosynthesize and make energy to build up the 
reserves in the bulb. Fertilization will happen 
monthly as long as the leaves are green.

The leaves will grow for longer than you 
might think, maybe even into late spring and 
summer.  I’ll put the pot outside in the sun-
shine once the weather warms up enough.  

Eventually, though, the leaves will yellow 
and brown. Once they do it’s time to cut them 
back and let the soil dry out completely, after 
which the bulbs can be removed.  

Give them a couple of days in the sun to 

After over 18 months of persistent frus-
tration with the Commissioners of South 
Hadley Water District 1, I have officially 
filed a complaint in Hampshire Superior 
Court (Docket #24 009) along with a mo-
tion seeking an Emergency Order to compel 
compliance with a Secretary of State’s De-
termination (SPR22/1997). 

A hearing has been scheduled for Mon-
day, Feb. 5, 2024, at 2 p.m. in Hampshire 
Superior Court.

The Civil Action seeks to determine if 
Water District 1 Superintendent, Jeffrey 
Cyr, has engaged in deceptive practices and 
misappropriation of district funds. 

This legal action aims to ascertain the 
full extent of any impropriety on his part 
and to investigate why the Water District #1 
Commissioners opted to conceal his actions 
rather than address them.

Key Events Leading to the Lawsuit:

-Aug. 22, 2022: Filed FOIA Request for 
Cell Phone Records for SH Water District 
#1

-Nov. 28, 2022: Attended South Hadley 
District 1 Prudential Meeting (video available) 
-April 25, 2023: Attended South Hadley Wa-
ter District 1 monthly meeting; board refused 
to honor Secretary of State’s Determination 
-In August, I submitted a LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR, urging the South Hadley Water 
District 1 Board members to honor the Sec-
retary of State’s Determination.

This legal action is pursued in the interest 
of upholding transparency, accountability 
and the integrity of public institutions. The 
lawsuit seeks judicial intervention to ensure 
the proper administration of the Water Dis-
trict and to address any potential misconduct. 

Bruce Forcier,
 South Hadley

TO THE EDITOR

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Will withdrawing 
from 401(k) affect 
my Social Security?

Dear Rusty: 
My full retirement age (FRA) is 66 and 8 

months, which I’ll reach in September 2024. 
I’m still working three days a week. I want to 
cash in my 401K and want to know if I have to 
wait until my FRA for IRS purposes or can cash 
it in anytime in 2024. I don’t want to affect my 
Social Security or end up paying taxes on my 
benefits. 

Signed: Seeking to Avoid Taxes

Dear Seeking:
We’re not experts on IRS matters here at the 

AMAC Foundation so I can’t address 401(k) 
questions, but we can provide information on 
your Social Security circumstances and how 
401(k) withdrawals may affect your SS. I as-
sume from your question that you are now re-
ceiving early Social Security and wish to avoid 
any tax consequences thereto by cashing in 
your 401(k), as well as from working. Here’s 
what you need to know:

Since you will reach your Full Retirement 
Age in 2024, your 2024 work earnings lim-
it will be $59,520 up to the month you reach 
FRA. If you were born in January 1958, you’ll 
attain FRA in September 2024. After you have 
reached your FRA there is no longer a Social 
Security limit to how much you can earn from 
working, so your work earnings thereafter will 
not affect your monthly Social Security benefit 
regardless of how much you earn. If your part 
time work between January and August 2024 
won’t put you over the $59,520 limit, your 
work earnings will not negatively affect your 
gross monthly Social Security benefit.

Assuming you are on Medicare, the premi-
um for which is deducted from your Social Se-
curity payment, withdrawals from your 401(k) 
might affect your net monthly Social Security 
payment in two years hence. Medicare premi-
ums are based upon your combined income 
from all sources, including 50% of the SS ben-
efits you received during the tax year. If your 
401(k) withdrawal(s) put you over an income 
threshold for your tax filing status, you may be 
required to pay an Income Related Monthly Ad-
justment Amount on top of the standard Medi-
care premium. That IRMAA supplement would 
be deducted from your Social Security, which 
would affect the net amount of your Social Se-
curity payment. Your Medicare premium for 
each coming year is determined by your com-
bined income from two years prior, so if you 
“cash in” your 401(K) in 2024, it would affect 
your net Social Security payments in 2026. 

Whether you will pay income tax on your 
Social Security benefits is determined by your 
combined income from everywhere, which the 
IRS calls your “Modified Adjusted Gross In-
come.” MAGI is your income from all sources 
except ROTH IRA withdrawals and includes 
half of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year. 

If you file your taxes as a single, and your 
MAGI is over $25,000 or if you file your tax-
es as “married-jointly” and your MAGI is over 
$32,000 then 50% of the Social Security bene-
fits received during the tax year becomes part of 
your overall income taxed by the IRS (at your 
normal IRS tax rate). But if your MAGI as a 
single filer is more than $34,000 – or as a mar-
ried/jointly filer over $44,000 – then up to 85% 
of the SS benefits received during the tax year 
becomes part of your overall income taxed by 
the IRS.

So, to recap:
Your part time work earnings in 2024 won’t 

affect your monthly Social Security benefit, un-
less your 2024 work earnings prior to Septem-
ber 2024 exceed $59,520.

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, your 2026 net Social Security 

Please see GARDEN, page 5
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South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY – Happy 
Leap Year! There are 29 days in 
February this year and the big 
question is: What will you do 
with  your extra day? With so 
many wonderful programs hap-
pening at your library, we sug-
gest starting here to make the 
most of those extra 24 hours.

Workshops and presentations
Local history will be fea-

tured with a talk about  “The 
Six Navigational Canals of the 
Connecticut River” with Robert 
Comeau on Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 
6 p.m. in the Community Room. 
How did people get up and down 
the river in past years? Join us to 
learn more about the importance 
of the Connecticut River to our 
history.

We’ve got not one, but 
two upcoming  Puppet Work-
shops  with Homeslice Pup-
petry, supported in part by the 
South Hadley Cultural Council! 
On  Thursday,  Feb. 8 at 5:45 
p.m.  we’ll be making  Deluxe 
Sock Puppets and on  Thurs-
day, Feb. 15 at 5:45 p.m., patrons 
will make  Sculpted Foam Pup-
pets. These programs run until 
7:45 p.m. and are open to every-
one age 12 and up. 

In a timely program that 
reflects today’s headlines, 
on  Wednesday, Feb. 14 at 6 
p.m.,  Prof. Sohail Hashmi of 
Mt. Holyoke College will give 
a talk on  “Understanding the 
Israel-Hamas Conflict”.  The Is-

rael-Hamas conflict has a com-
plicated history that is long and 
nuanced. This program will help 
you understand past & recent 
events from a professor of Inter-
national Relations and Middle 
Eastern Politics.

Have you ever wanted to at-
tend a TED Talk? David Bonan-
no will practice his talk “Trauma 
Is Not Logical, So Here’s How 
to Beat It” on Wednesday, Feb. 
28 at 6 p.m. Psychological trau-
ma is hard to understand, and 
everyone suffers from it to some 
degree. While people can recov-
er from some traumas, others are 
too severe. Traumatized people 
may suffer from emotional dys-
regulation and our speaker has 
developed a technique to address 
this problem, allowing people to 
feel better in a matter of hours. 
This lecture will teach attendees 
the basics of a simple yet effi-
cient method for resolving trau-
ma once and for all. Bonanno is 
a clinical psychologist, author, 
and speaker.

 Online Author Programs
“Spice, Spirit, and Swoon-A 

Guaranteed Happily Ever After” 
with Rom-Com Author Tessa 
Bailey, #1 New York Times best-
selling author of  It Happened 
One Summer  and  Hook, Line, 
and Sinker.  Thursday, Feb. 8 at 
8 p.m.

“Exploring Identity, Love, 
and Being Black in America in 
Fiction Writing: A Conversa-

tion” with Award-Winning Au-
thor Jason Mott, New York Times 
Bestselling Author and National 
Book Award Winner.  Tuesday, 
Feb. 20 at 4 p.m. 

“Be a Kick-Ass Boss Without 
Losing Your Humanity: An Au-
thor Talk” with Kim Scott, New 
York Times Bestselling Author 
of “Radical Candor: Be a Kick-
Ass Boss Without Losing Your 
Humanity”  and  “Radical Re-
spect: How to Work Together 
Better”.  Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 
2 p.m.

Teen Programs at SHPL
Teen author talk alert! This 

month we are featuring an  Au-
thor Talk with Jennifer Rud-
dick where she’ll read from her 
new novel  “Swarm”  and take 
questions. We’re excited to host 
her on  Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 6 
p.m. in the Community Room.

New! Creative Writing Hour 
for Teens being held at both the 
Gaylord and South Hadley Pub-
lic libraries.  We will kick off 
with a  Fiction Workshop at the 
Gaylord Library on Thursday, 
Feb. 1 at 4 p.m.  The next ses-
sion will be Poetry taking place 
at SHPL on Thursday, Feb. 22 at 
4 p.m. 

 
We continue our regular 

monthly programs with Crafter-
noon, Snackternoon and Xbox1. 
Our Crafternoon on Wednesday, 
Feb. 7 at 4 p.m. will feature but-
ton making and our  Snackter-

noon on Thursday, Feb. 22 at 4 
p.m. will feature Brownie Batter 
Dip! Thank you to the Friends of 
the South Hadley Public Library 
for sponsoring our Teen Snack-
ternoon. We have brand new 
games for this month’s  Xbox1 
gaming sessions on Tuesday, 
Feb. 6 & Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 
3:30 p.m. Reach out to Bethany 
through  email  or see the Teen 
Room door for more informa-
tion.

We are featuring a new After-
noon Craft making DIY Fortune 
Cookies on Monday, Feb. 12 at 4 
p.m. and an Evening Craft mak-
ing DIY Clay on Tuesday, Feb. 
27 at 6:30 p.m.

Manga Readers! Come to our 
monthly  Manga Club  meeting 
being held  on Wednesday, Feb. 
28 at 4 p.m. Meet other Manga 
readers and check out some of 
the newest books.

Children’s Programs at SHPL
February is Black History 

Month, plus Groundhog Day 
(will we get six more weeks of 
winter? It’s Massachusetts, so...
probably!), Valentine’s Day, 
Presidents’ Day and school va-
cation week. Mark your calendar 
now for our special School Vaca-
tion Week programs, including:

Rhyme Time  with special 
guest Michelle Kostek on Tues-
day, February 20 at 10:30

A paper airplane extravagan-
za on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 2 p.m. 

Toddler Dance Party  on 

Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 10:30 
a.m. 

LEGO Club  on Wednesday, 
Feb. 21 from 2-4:30 p.m. 

Storytime  and a craft on 
Thursday, Feb. 22 at 10:30 a.m. 

Playful Engineers  Traveling 
Makerspace on Friday, Feb. 23 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Family movie:  Inside 
Out  (rated PG) on Friday, Feb. 
23 at 3 p.m. 

Did you know the library has 
a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics) col-
lection of things you can bor-
row? Come to the  STEM Pet-
ting Zoo in the Storytime Room 
on Saturday, Feb. 3 from 11 a.m. 
to Noon for some hands-on ex-
ploration of our STEM collec-
tion (and games!). 

‘Gotta catch them all! 
We’re starting up a  Pokémon 
Club on Fridays from 3:45-4:45 
p.m.  - email Jenny  if you’re in-
terested! Our first meeting will 
be Friday, Feb. 9.

Plus… all of our  regular 
programs such as Rhyme Time, 
Storytime, Bright Spot Therapy 
Dogs, Comics Club, LEGO Club 
and Pajama Storytime - continue 
as usual, with special guest Lit-
tle Roots  joining us for Rhyme 
Time on Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 
10:30 a.m.  (rescheduled from 
January).

Please note that South Had-
ley Public Library will be closed 
on Monday, February 19 for 
Presidents Day.

SHPL announces upcoming adult February programming

preserving natural open space,” 
according to the text of the by-
law.

Proposed changes to this by-
law were brought up in response 
to separate changes to the town’s 
subdivision regulations that had 
applied to developments such as 
condominiums, which have mul-
tiple dwellings, but which are 
ultimately not subdivided in the 
intended sense of the regulation. 

Since these types of devel-
opments would no longer fall 
under the town’s subdivision reg-
ulations, new regulations became 
necessary, bringing about these 
discussions around the Flexible 
Development Bylaw.

Early on in the meeting, Capra 
reassured the Planning Board and 
the public that if anyone found 
these bylaws and the proposed 
changes to them to be difficult to 
grasp, they were not alone. 

“I personally find this con-
fusing, so if you’re having a hard 
time following along… we are 
all in this boat together,” Capra 
said with a laugh.

The Flexible Development 
Bylaw is aimed at addressing 

housing shortages while also 
preserving open space.

Under the bylaw, develop-
ers who commit to preserving 
at least 30% of a parcel’s open 
space are given the benefit of 
being able to cluster residential 
units into a denser area on the 
parcel than would have been nor-
mally permitted otherwise. 

The total number of units al-
lowed on a development would 

generally be capped according 
to density standards that apply to 
the underlying parcel as a whole. 
However, additional “bonus” 
units may be granted to develop-
ers who meet certain conditions 
such as the preservation of addi-
tional open space on the parcel.

The proposed changes to this 
bylaw revolve around making the 
flexible development application 
process simpler for developers 

interested in taking advantage 
of it. In the 14 years that South 
Hadley has had the Flexible De-
velopment Bylaw on the books, 
developers have only utilized it 
three times, Capra said.

Currently, any application for 
a flexible development would 
require a developer to undergo 
a cumbersome process to obtain 
a special permit. The proposed 
changes, Capra explained to 
the board, would provide for a 
smoother review process under 
proposed new bylaws that would 
apply to developments such as 
condominiums.

At one point during the meet-
ing, discussions among board 
members turned to focus on 
some of the preexisting standards 
in the bylaw, such as the mini-
mum tract size of five acres for a 
flexible development, as well as 
the density standards for zoning 
districts. Some members ques-
tioned the efficacy of continuing 
to use seemingly arbitrary fig-
ures that had been decided upon 
as long ago as the 1950s.

Board member Brad Hutchi-
son commented on the domi-
nance of single-family units in 
South Hadley and identified the 

Flexible Development Bylaw as 
having the potential to contrib-
ute toward the development of 
diverse housing types if underly-
ing density standards were more 
closely scrutinized.

“I could see this being po-
tentially a compromise bylaw 
where there’s some meeting in 
the middle somewhere, where 
we’re finding some ways to keep 
the aggregate density of the town 
what it is but allowing some 
pockets of greater density,” he 
said.

Given the complex nature of 
these bylaws and in the interest 
of time, Capra postponed fur-
ther discussion of proposed new 
bylaws for the next meeting, to 
be held on Feb. 12. She and the 
board also felt that this could po-
tentially allow time for research 
to be done on existing density 
levels in town.

Any proposed changes, once 
finalized by the Planning Board, 
would need to be approved at 
town meeting to take effect. The 
board expressed hope to have 
these amendments and new by-
laws all ready for consideration 
at the town meeting to be held 
this coming spring.

BYLAW  from page 1

Turley photo by Nick Boonstra
South Hadley Town Hall

payments may be impacted by 
Medicare’s IRMAA provision. 
But your 401(k) withdrawals 
will not affect your gross Social 
Security payments. 

Depending on the amount of 
your 401(k) withdrawals, some 
of the Social Security benefits 
received during the 2024 tax 
year will likely be subject to in-

come tax. That is, if your annu-
al total income, including your 
401(k) withdrawals, exceeds 
the MAGI thresholds described 
above. 

The Association Mature Citi-
zens Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is in-
tended for information purposes 

and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citi-
zens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY
  from page 4

dry out further. The outer skin of 
the bulbs will get papery.  

Now it is time to store them 
in a brown paper bag until plant-
ing. Old panty hose or onion bags 
would also work.  

I will replant my paper white 
bulbs during Advent, and with 
any luck, all of my work will pay 
off with blooms when I need it 

the most – this time next year!  
And maybe every year thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN  from page 4
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block when Cooke found out that 
the school committee and town 
had conflicting policies, with the 
school committee’s saying it just 
needed to vote on the change and 
the town saying it needed a pe-
tition, a vote by the selectboard 
and, if the building is more than 
25 years old, a town meeting vote.

“Because of the conflicting 
policies, town administration 
wanted to review with legal coun-
sel, but let me know I could con-
tact the family in the meantime 
for their blessing,” explained 
Cooke. “I wrote my letter to the 

family the next day. The Skala 
family has been incredibly gra-
cious and looking forward to the 
recognition for Hank throughout 
this entire process.”

Finally, in November 2022, 
town counsel decided that be-
cause the building had changed 
addresses when the new building 
opened in 2015 and because the 
school committee had a preex-
isting policy only a school com-
mittee vote would be needed. The 
school committee voted for the 
change on Nov. 17, 2022, and 
sought out quotes to change the 
signage.

“Unfortunately, the initial cost 

quotes were astronomical and not 
something that the committee 
could support being rolled into 
the budget at that time,” recalled 
Cooke, so the committee decided 
to revisit it later on.

After Scott Moore took over 
the job of facilities manager, he 
was able to get a new quote that 
was significantly less. That, com-
bined with the Mosier rebuilding 
project being accepted into the 
MSBA process, made now a bet-
ter time to move forward.

“Thinking ahead that the new 
Mosier would be a true elemen-
tary school of grades one through 
five, we wanted to confirm that 

any combination of names with 
early education or early learning 
would suffice for the new Plains 
renaming,” explained Cooke. 
“Given that those titles are for any 
combinations of the pre-K to two 
population, we were finally set to 
move forward with a new name 
for Plains.”

The school committee ap-
proved the fundraising project at 
its Jan. 18 meeting for $7,500 in 
expected materials and labor for 
the project. Cooke, and Plains 
School PTA President Megan 
Bartlett who started the GoFund-
Me, are hopeful that the funds 
will be raised rather quickly. 

Cooke notes that it would 
probably make the most sense 
to rename the building for next 
school year, but she is still hope-
ful that it might come together 
this spring.

“There is no greater honor 
than to have this building named 
for Hank. He advocated for us and 
made sure if there was anything 
that we needed or to be done, he 
was there to do it,” praised Macey. 
“He made this a fun and comfort-
able place to work, truly made it 
feel like a second home and not 
like going to work. He truly is 
missed each and every day.”

PLAINS from page 1

and was posthumously awarded 
a Purple Heart medal.

Community members, local 
leaders and representatives of 
veterans’ organizations gathered 
at the Barry J. Farrell Funeral 
Home Saturday morning for a 
moving memorial service that 
celebrated the life, service, sacri-
fice and return of Hillman.

Holyoke Mayor Joshua Gar-
cia said in remarks given during 
the service that Hillman’s deci-
sion to list Holyoke as his home-
town upon enlistment “brought 
honor, not only to the city of 
Holyoke, but to the region, to the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, and to the United States of 
America.”

State Representative Patricia 
Duffy also spoke at the service. 
“As the daughter of a World War 
II vet, I know how gratified I was, 
when my father passed away, 
[for] the opportunity we had to 
honor him,” she said. Addressing 
Hillman’s family, she said, “I am 
so gratified that you had that op-
portunity, and that you chose to 
bring him back to Holyoke — to 
our home, to his home, to your 
home.”

U.S. Representative Richard 
Neal remarked that Hillman’s 
story was “also the story of the 
Valley, and of those men and 
women who answered the call in 
the aftermath of that horrific mo-
ment in Pearl Harbor.” 

“The manner in which they 
transformed the world – Tom 
Brokaw called it the greatest gen-
eration, and indeed it was,” Neal 
said.

Sister Catherine Ormond of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph read the 
service at the funeral home and 
later delivered the committal 
prayers at St. Jerome’s Cemetery, 
where Hillman was laid to rest 
with his older brother Donald.

Before she began with the 

services, Ormond took a moment 
to reflect on the day. “What a 
tribute,” she said. “Not being a 
native of Holyoke, I rejoice that 
this is exactly what Holyoke rep-
resents and will continue to rep-
resent.”

A heartfelt eulogy was given 
by Brendan Quinn, grand-neph-
ew to Hillman, whom Quinn 
identified as his “very first hero” 
and an inspiration for his own 
service to the nation.

“Loyalty, duty, respect, self-
less service, honor, integrity and 
personal courage are values ev-
ery service member lives by, and 
my uncle Merle encompasses ev-
ery one of those values,” he said.

At different points in the ser-
vice, songs were played in the 
chapel in memory of Hillman, 
including a recording of Maurice 
Chevalier’s “Louise,” Hillman’s 
favorite song. “Anchors Aweigh” 
and “Taps” were also among the 
songs played.

Local residents and members 
of the Holyoke Police and Fire 
Departments lined Northampton 
Street to pay their respects to the 
returning sailor during the short 
trip from the funeral home to 
St. Jerome’s Cemetery. Military 
honors were rendered at the cem-
etery, including a flag folding 
and a firing squad salute.

HERO from page 1

Pharmacist’s Mate Second Class Merle Hillman was laid to rest this past Saturday. 
A tribute to Pharmacist’s Mate Second Class Merle Hillman and his 
family.

Newspaper clippings about Pearl Harbor and Pharmacist’s Mate 
Second Class Merle Hillman.

Representative Richard Neal speaks in honor of Pharmacist’s Mate 
Second Class Merle Hillman, alongside Representative Pat Duffy and 
Mayor Joshua Garcia.

Turley Photos by Nick Boonstra.
Many people gathered at the Barry J. Farrell Funeral Home for 
Pharmacist’s Mate Second Class Merle Hillman’s memorial

Brendan Quinn is handed a folded flag in honor of his uncle.
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Seniors

SOUTH HADLEY – The Council 
on Aging has announced the following 
programs that will occur at the senior 
center, located at 45 Dayton St., from 
Feb. 5-9 and beyond. 

Monday, Feb. 5
12:30 p.m. – Pet therapy with Duch-

ess!

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Foot nurse by Appointment – Call 

the Welcome Desk for appointments.
10 a.m. – Card Making with Joanne. 

COST: $5 for four cards
All supplies are included.
11:30 a.m. – Big Y Shopping – Call 

the SHCOA and sign up for a ride.
3 p.m. – Mystery Book Club
The book club will discuss “Killers 

of a Certain Age” by Deanne Rayborn. 
The club will meet on

March 5 to discuss “The Number 1 
Ladies Detective Agency” by Alexander 
McCall Smith

Dinner and Poetry reading 
with Wally Swist

Join us for a dinner of Billy’s famous 
macaroni and cheese, salad, bread des-
sert and drink. Following dinner, we 
will be treated to a poetry reading by 
Wally Swist. Swist, (born 1953) is an 
American poet and writer who lives in 
South Hadley. He is best known for his 
poetry about nature and spirituality.

Wednesday, Feb. 7
Tech Tine with Sandy – Call the Wel-

come Desk to schedule an appointment.
12:30 p.m. – Fitness (Orientation 

12:20 p.m.)
You must complete your application 

and your fitness room orientation before 
using the Fitness Center. 

Applications are at the Welcome 
Desk.

1:30 p.m. – Flower Arranging - Cost 
$10

Brighten your day with the beauty 
of a floral arrangement for Valentine’s 
Day. Limit of 10 participants.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Tech Time with Sandy – Call the Wel-

come desk to schedule an appointment.
11 a.m. – Pet Therapy with Riley!
1 p.m. – No Chair Volleyball!
1 p.m. – Hip Hop Line Dancing
Rondae Drafts, Ph.D. from Misc 

Dance in Randolph will teach a Line 
Dance class with smooth R&R and Hip-
Hop music.

2 p.m. – Art Reception – The Loom-
is Village Reunion Project

The goal of the Project was to give 
the subjects an opportunity to look back 
on their lives, to have a reunion with 
their teenage selves, while giving them 
voice to share decades of acquired wis-
dom with younger generations.

Friday, Feb. 9
10:30 a.m. – African Drumming
Presented in partnership with the 

Community Music School of Spring-
field, Jason Arnold offers a series on 
African Drumming. Jason has been 
playing since he was six years old. Ja-
son performs with rhythm and blues and 
rock groups throughout the Northeast. 
In 2010, he was the recipient of a Key 
Player Ambassador Award.

1:30 p.m. - Shopping trip to 
PriceRite. Call the center to schedule a 
ride.

And finally…
Our community members are invit-

ed to come to the COA for snacks, tours 
and programs. Our van will be at the 
follow locations to pick people up and 
bring them to the Senior Center – and 
return them home.

Feb. 8 - Pick up at Huber Place 12:45 
p.m. return 3:15 p.m. 

Feb. 15 – Pick up at Newton Manor 
12:45 p.m. return 3:15 p.m.

Feb. 29 – Pick up at Lathrop Village 
12:45 p.m. return 3:15 p.m. 

Feb. 22 – Birthday Party (free re-
freshments and entertainment at 2 p.m.) 
pick up at Lathrop Village 12:45 p.m., 
Hubert Place 1:15 p.m. and Newton 
Manor 1:45 p.m. return 2:15, 2:45 Hu-
bert and 3:15 Newton.

Senior Center announces 
next week’s programming

In the Classroom

WESTFIELD – The Horace Smith 
Fund, located in Westfield, has schol-
arship and fellowship money available 
for graduates of Hampden County pub-
lic and private high schools. Graduating 
high school seniors and students already 
in college may apply for Scholarships of 
$12,000. Those in their final year of col-
lege and previous college graduates pur-
suing advanced degrees may apply for 
Fellowships of $15,000. Applicants must 
maintain at least a B average in college 
and be enrolled as full-time students. 

Awards are made based on both aca-
demic achievement and financial need. Of 
great importance is a personal written ac-
count of why the student feels deserving 
of financial assistance and their goals in 
pursuing higher education. 

Last year, $316,000 was awarded to 30 
individuals. Scholarships were given to 22 
graduating seniors from nine Hampden 
County high schools. Three scholarships 
were also awarded to current college stu-

dents to assist them in completing their 
undergraduate degrees. Five fellowships 
were given to college graduates pursuing 
advanced degrees, who had graduated 
from Hampden County high schools. 

The Horace Smith Fund was estab-
lished in 1899 by the successful and 
generous philanthropist named Horace 
Smith, co-founder of Smith & Wesson, es-
tablished in Springfield. The scholarships 
and fellowships are named for Walter S. 
Barr, a West Springfield businessman, 
whose widow left the bulk of the family 
estate to The Horace Smith Fund in 1950. 

Completed applications must be re-
ceived either electronically or by mail to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union Av-
enue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085 no 
later than March 15, 2024. Applications 
are available at local high school guid-
ance offices, college financial aid offices, 
online at www.HoraceSmithFund.org or 
by phoning (413) 739-4222. 

Horace Smith Scholarship and 
Fellowship funds available

ASSE International Student Exchange 
Programs, a nonprofit, public benefit or-
ganization, is inviting local families to 
discover the many rewards of hosting a 
foreign exchange student. 

ASSE students come from more than 
50 countries worldwide: France, Den-
mark, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, Japan and 
Australia, to name a few. They are be-
tween the ages of 15 and 18 years, and 
they are enthusiastic and excited to ex-
perience American culture, family life, 
school, sports. etc. 

Students also love to share their own 
culture and language with their host 
families, who welcome the students into 
their home, not as a guest, but as a family 
member, giving everyone involved a rich 
cultural experience. Host families may be 
single parents, couples and single persons.

The exchange students have pock-
et money for personal expenses and full 
health, accident and liability insurance. 
ASSE students are carefully selected 
based upon academics and personality, 
and host families choose their student 
from a wide variety of backgrounds, 
countries and personal interests.

ASSE also offers qualified American 
students the opportunity to learn anoth-
er language and culture by spending a 
school year, semester or a summer with a 
host family in another country.

Those interested in hosting an ex-
change student or becoming an exchange 
student abroad should call Alina at 1-800-
677-2773, visit www.asse.com or send 
an email to asseusasouth@asse.com to 
request more information or start the ap-
plication process. 

ASSE seeks host families 
for exchanges students

CAMPUS NOTES
South Hadley resident 
named to Dean College 
President’s List

FRANKLIN – Hannah King, of South 
Hadley, has earned a place on the Presi-
dent’s List for the Fall 2023 semester. Stu-
dents named to the President’s List have 
demonstrated a serious commitment to 
their studies while at Dean College.

Dawson named to Seton 
Hall University Dean’s List

SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. – Seton Hall 
University is pleased to announce Farrell 
Dawson, of South Hadley, has qualified 
for the Fall 2023 Dean’s List.

After the close of every semester, 
undergraduate students completing all 
courses with a GPA of 3.4, with no grades 
lower than “C”, qualify for the Dean’s 
List.

FOREST GROVE, Ore. – Rylie Kiha-
ra, of South Hadley, has been named to 
the Fall 2023 Dean’s List at Pacific Uni-
versity in Oregon. The Dean’s List recog-
nizes undergraduate students in Pacific’s 

colleges of Arts & Sciences, Business and 
Education who earn a grade-point aver-
age of at least 3.70 and complete 12 or 
more graded credit hours.

Kihara named to Pacific University Dean’s List

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com

Rotary District 7890  (Northern CT 
and Western MA) is inviting applica-
tions from qualified candidates for a 
$30,000 scholarship to study at the mas-
ter’s level outside the USA in a Rota-
ry country in one of Rotary’s Areas of 
Focus. Candidates must have permanent 
residency in one of the towns covered 
by the Rotary District 7890. Eligibility 
criteria and the Application are available 
at RotaryDistrict7890.Orgunder DUNN 
Endowed Scholarship.

Rotary District 7890 is also invit-
ing applications for a two-year fully 
paid graduate level Peace Scholarship 

program by the Rotary Foundation for 
candidates who are working preferably 
in the humanitarian service-related ar-
eas for at least three years. The Rotary 
Foundation will place the selected can-
didates in one of the seven designated 
Universities in different parts of the 
world including the United States. De-
tails are available at www.rotary.org/en/
peace-fellowships.

Family members of current and for-
mer Rotarians are not eligible to apply.

Questions may be directed to heath-
ergoetz@me.com  or menon7890@
gmail.com.

Rotary District 7890 invites applications 
for $30,000 scholarship

Send Us Your Photos!
townreminder@turley.com
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BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER - MILKSHAKES

OPEN DAILY - 825 HAMPDEN STREET, HOLYOKE MA

WHITEHUT.COM
704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433

www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/24

TURN 
YOUR 
GOLD 
INTO 

CA$H!

At MoMo’s Snack Shack, we strive to provide 
the freshest ingredients in all of our menu items. 

During the season, the vegetables are fresh from the field!

    SERVING BREAKFAST (ALL DAY), 
    COFFEE, LUNCH & DAILY SPECIALS

Check out our local partners! ➤
753 Montgomery Street, Chicopee

In a hurry, order ahead on our online site 
and we will have it ready for you! 

momossnackshack.square.site

OPEN YEAR ROUND!
at

MOMO’SMOMO’S
SNACK SHACKSNACK SHACK

and design. This foundation cemented her 
love for painting and her creative jour-
ney. She has continued a lifelong paint-
ing journey working in pastel, gouache, 
acrylic, oil, decorative painting and glass 
painting.

A graduate of UMASS with a BFA, 
Roy continued her exploration of art 
through several mediums, including glass 
fusing and enamel painting.   During the 
last 10 years, she developed a line of 
post-consumer glass and copper garden 
sculptures.   The play of light through 
colored glass has greatly influenced her 
current paintings and given her a fearless 
attitude about color. 

Learning to thrive in a pandemic, she 
pushed her passion for color full circle 
and found her home with soft pastels. Ad-
dicted to vibrant color and energetic 
marks, her paintings center on New En-
gland landscapes and local natural beauty.  
Her award-winning paintings have been 
exhibited in local, national and interna-
tional juried shows, and in 2022 she be-
gan licensing her designs for instillation 
in commercial facilities.  

These days, you will find her visit-
ing local farms, rivers and trails with her 
trusty camera in search of inspiration, 
painting Plein Air, or in her small home 
studio creating pastel paintings inspired 
by beautiful New England character. Roy 
is a juried member of the Pastel Society 
of America and other societies including 
the Central Massachusetts Pastel Society, 
Pastel Society of New Hampshire and the 
Southeastern Pastel Society. She is also 
affiliated with the Amherst Plein Air So-
ciety, Agawam Community Artists, the 
Monson Arts Council and the Quabbin 
Art Association. For more information 
about her work, please visit www.donn-
aroy.com.

The next meeting will be held on 

Thursday, Feb. 15, at St. Francis Parish 
Hall, Lower Level at 12 Park St., Belcher-
town. Doors will be open at 6:30 p.m. for 
socializing and light refreshments. A brief 
business meeting starts at 7 p.m. followed 
by Roy’s presentation. With the rise in 
COVID and other flu viruses, attendees 
are asked to wear a face covering if you 
have been exposed or consider joining us 
at another time if you feel unwell.  

Funding for this program is support-

ed in part by a grant from 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. For more in-
formation visit  www.
quabbinartassociation.
com or email: info@quab-
binartassociation.

ARTIST from page 1

Photos courtesy of the Quabbin Art Association
Donna Roy’s  Eco prints.
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BELCHERTOWN – 
Last Tuesday evening, 

Belchertown handed South 
Hadley a 71-59 loss after the 
Tigers beat the Orioles earlier 
this season. The Orioles had 
a big second quarter to build 
a commanding lead, and a 
big comeback from South 
Hadley fell short in the sec-
ond half. Shea MacLean led 
Belchertown with 25 points 

while Cal Orzech had 11 
points. Jack Loughrey had 23 

points for the Tigers while Noah 
Hambley added 10 points.

Tigers 
take loss 

to B-Town

Owen Dawson passes 
the ball away before 
hitting the baseline.

Jack Loughrey 
lays one in.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
 Noah Hambley makes his way down the court.Isiah James goes for a floater shot.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

H O LYO K E — A gawa m 
senior Peyton Buffum netted 
five goals during a 7-3 win 
against Southwick on January 
13. Junior A.J. Robbins nearly 
scored that many goals eleven 
days later.

Robbins, who’s a defense-
man, netted a career-high four 
goals leading the Brownies to a 
10-1 victory over Fay Division 
rival Chicopee at the Fitzpat-
rick Skating Rink in Holyoke, 
last Wednesday afternoon.

“Peyton scored five goals 
against Southwick, and I think 
A.J. was trying to match him,” 
said Agawam head coach Todd 
Rowley. “Not only is A.J. a 
great defenseman, but he’s 
also an all-around outstanding 
hockey player. He can do it all. 
Everything that we shot, went 
into the net.”       

It was the second time this 
season that the Brownies (9-5) 
have scored at least ten goals 
in a game. They scored 12 
goals at McCann Tech in De-
cember. 

“We’re here to play hock-
ey for 45 minutes and you 

don’t want to keep passing the 
puck around when you have a 
big lead,” Rowley said. “We 
played all of our players and 
some of them haven’t played a 
lot of minutes this season.”  

Despite winning almost ten 
games this season, the Brown-
ies were ranked 38th out of 40 
teams in the MIAA Division 2 
state tournament power rank-
ings. They can clinch a berth in 
the state tournament with one 
more victory. 

“They use a couple of dif-
ferent things to determine the 
power rankings,” Rowley said. 
“The PVIAC makes our league 
schedule. We can schedule our 
non-league opponents. We still 
have non-league games left 
with Hudson, Longmeadow, 
and West Springfield. Those 
games should help improve 
our power rankings. We just 
need to continue playing well.”    

The Brownies probably 
won’t be one of the four teams 
playing in this year’s Western 
Mass. Class A tournament. 

Robbins gave his thoughts 
about his memorable perfor-
mance.

Pacers co-op falls 
against Agawam

MONSON – Despite a lot of success this 
season, Granby boys basketball ran into a 
fast-moving Monson team, which jumped 
out to a big lead and lost on the road 60-37. 
Granby defeated Monson earlier this season. 
Monson got great performances from their 
starters, with Austin Meacham scoring 21 
points, Colin Beaupre getting 17 points and 
Trey Dillahunt turning in 14 points. Gran-
by was led by Cody White with 10 points. 
Granby is 9-3 this season while Monson is 
at a solid 9-4 this year.

Fast start for Mustangs hurts Rams

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Raymond Colon goes for a hook shot.

LEFT: Colin Murdock 
gets ready to make 
a long pass up the 
court.

RIGHT: Cody White 
makes his way up 

the right side.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Mason Peters angles around to pick up the loose puck.

Please see HOCKEY, page 10
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HOLYOKE – The Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Hall of 
Fame has announced the 11th 
annual class to be inducted on 
March 7, 2024 at Twin Hills 
Country Club:

Jeff Reardon:   Reardon is 
a 16-year MLB relief pitcher, 
four-time All-Star, and 1987 
World Series champion (Twins).  
He notched 367 saves over the 
course of his career, ranking 
12th on the MLB all-time saves 
list.   He pitched for five differ-
ent teams during his big league 
career (Mets, Expos, Twins, Red 
Sox, and Yankees).   Reardon 
grew up in Western Massachu-
setts, graduating from Wahconah 
High School in Dalton.

Mark Simeone:  Entering his 
28th season as Head Coach of 
Springfield College’s baseball 
team, Simeone has compiled 484 
victories during his tenure.   He 
grew up in Northampton, grad-
uating from Northampton High 
School in 1982.   In addition to 
coaching at Springfield College, 
Simeone played outfield from 
1982-87 under Charles Roys 
(Class of 2022 Western Massa-

chusetts Baseball Hall of Fame 
inductee).

Bob Taylor:   A current and 
longtime resident of Springfield, 
Taylor played 16 professional 
baseball seasons. He reached the 
major leagues in 1970, where 
he appeared in 63 games for the 
San Francisco Giants alongside 
Willie Mays and Willie McCov-
ey.  Taylor played for San Fran-
cisco’s Double-A affiliate, the 
Springfield Giants, in 1965.

Don Strange:   Strange, a 
Springfield native, played col-
lege baseball at UMass Amherst 
from 1987-89.  He then enjoyed 
an eight-year professional base-
ball career, reaching Triple-A 
while with the Atlanta Braves 
system.   Don joins his brother, 
Pat (Class of 2021) in the West-
ern Massachusetts Baseball Hall 
of Fame.

Earl Lorden:   Lorden served 
as Head Coach at Turners Falls 
before taking the helm as Head 
Coach at UMass Amherst from 
1948-1966.  He won 189 games 
during this span, ranking third 
on UMass’s all-time wins list.   
Lorden was a continuous sup-

porter of UMass baseball until 
his passing in 1984 at the age of 
87.

1942 Turners Falls State 
Championship Team:  A true un-
derdog team of 15 players that 
won the 1942 Massachusetts 
State Championship well before 
population-based divisions were 
instituted. Their undefeated reg-
ular season was shortened by gas 
rationing during World War II 
before defeating Arlington in the 
championship game at Fenway 
Park by a score of 5-4.  The team 
induction coincides with the in-
dividual induction of their head 
coach, Earl Lorden.

Ron Chimelis (Garry Brown 
Sports Media Award):   A long 
time columnist and sports report-
er for the Springfield Republi-
can, Chimelis served as Red Sox 
beat reporter during their 2004, 
2007, and 2013 World Series 
championship seasons.   He will 
be the second recipient of the 
Garry Brown Award, the first of 
which was posthumously award-
ed to Garry Brown in 2023.

Western Mass. Baseball Hall 
of Fame announces new class

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (20-
17-3-2) dominated for much of 
the night in a 6-1 win over the 
Charlotte Checkers (20-17-4-0) 
on Saturday night before a sell-
out crowd of 6,793 at the Mass-
Mutual Center.

The T-Birds jumped to a 
first-period lead for a second 
straight evening, this time just 
3:37 into game action. Mathias 
Laferriere spun away from a de-
fender to gain entry on the right-
wing side. Mikhail Abramov 
raced up the middle of the ice, 
catching a perfect pass from La-
ferriere and lifting a shot into the 
top shelf behind Charlotte net-
minder Ludovic Waeber, making 
it 1-0 on his eighth goal of the 
season.

After not facing much ac-
tion in the opening half of the 
period, Springfield goaltender 
Malcolm Subban got infinitely 
busier in the closing minutes, as 
the T-Birds killed off two Char-
lotte power plays, including 28 
seconds’ worth of 5-on-3 time. 
Subban shined, with point-blank 
saves off Gerry Mayhew and 
Rasmus Asplund sticking out in 
a 10-save opening frame.

After the goal by Abramov, 
Waeber also settled in, and the 
Checkers’ third-ranked penal-
ty kill also denied Springfield 
on two power plays as the two 
clubs’ man-advantage units con-
tinued to scuffle.

For a second consecutive 
evening, Charlotte got an equal-
izer in the early stages of peri-
od two. Patrick Khodorenko 
approached the net and bashed 
home a rebound through Sub-
ban’s legs after Patrick Giles 
had his initial try denied by the 
goaltender. The goal came just 
44 seconds into the period to tie 
the score, 1-1.

However, like Friday night, 
the tie score would be short-
lived. A Matt Kiersted penalty 

sent Springfield’s power play 
back to work, and just 32 seconds 
after the Khodorenko tally, Hugh 
McGing got his first goal since 
Nov. 24, ramming home a wide 
shot from Laferriere that skipped 
off the end boards right in front 
of the goal on the left side. 

With the lead back in their 
possession, the T-Birds would 
not relinquish it. Subban made a 
crucial 2-on-1 save on Checkers 
captain Zac Dalpe, and moments 
after another Springfield pen-
alty kill, at 10:22 of the period, 
Hunter Skinner stepped into a 
one-time drop pass from Zach 
Bolduc and saw it ricochet off a 
Charlotte stick and behind Wae-
ber to make it 3-1. It was Skin-
ner’s first goal as a Thunderbird.

Laferriere’s night was far 
from over, as he stepped over 
the left-wing side and roofed a 
heavy snap shot through Waeber 
at 14:00, and in less than four 
minutes, the lead grew to 4-1.

Things would not get any 
better for the Checkers in the 
third. Ryan Suzuki pounced on 
a loose puck in the slot after a 
Jakub Vrana pass to Bolduc car-
omed off Waeber’s pad right into 
the slot area. Suzuki also found 
the top corner, advancing the 
lead to 5-1 on his third goal of 
the season.

Will Bitten would round out 
the scoring with his second point 
of the night, cashing in on a 
2-on-1 after an initial shot from 
Bolduc bounced off Waeber’s 
left pad and right onto Bitten’s 
tape. Subban got himself back 
into the win column, making 29 
saves in securing his ninth win 
of the year.

Including the postseason, 
Springfield is now 10-1-0-0 in 
its last 11 games against Char-
lotte inside the Thunderdome, 
and with the two-game sweep, 
the T-Birds leaped ahead of 
Charlotte in the Atlantic Divi-
sion standings.

T-Birds offense scores 
big over Checkers

“Getting my first hat-trick of 
the season just feels wonderful. 
It’s the first time that I’ve scored 
four goals in a varsity game,” 
Robbins said. “We just played 
very well as a team in today’s 
game.”    

The Brownies took a quick 
1-0 lead a little more than a min-
ute into the opening period when 
Robbins fired a shot into the net 
past Chicopee junior goalie Da-
mian Loinaz (10 saves).

Freshman Camden Saltmarsh 
was credited with the assist.

Senior Devin Carleton (9 
saves) and freshman Gabe Loin-
az (8 saves) also saw playing 
time in goal for the Pacers (0-
14-1). 

Down at the other end of the 
ice, freshman Dmitri Huey (12 
saves) made his third start in goal 
for the Brownies. Sophomore 
Frankie DiSanti, who’s normal-
ly the Brownies starting goalie, 
posted shutouts in the first two 
meetings against Chicopee.

“Frankie wasn’t here today 
because he was sick, but we 
were planning on starting Dmitri 
anyways,” Rowley said. “He’s a 
solid goalie and we have a lot of 
trust in him. He played a great 

game.”  
Robbins second goal came 

at the 3:41 mark, which was as-
sisted by senior Anthony Buon-
iconti.

The Pacers did cut the defi-
cit in half when senior Connor 
McDonell, who’s from Granby, 
scored a power-play goal with 
8:30 left in the first period. Ca-
leb Lundgren, who lives in South 
Hadley, was credited with the as-
sist.  

The final goal of the first peri-
od was scored two minutes later 
by Peyton Buffum. Sophomore 
Thomas Connery was given the 
assist.

Robbins scored two more 
goals during the first five min-
utes of the second period, which 
gave Agawam a commanding 
5-1 lead. 

With 5:21 left in the second 
period, Saltmarsh scored an un-

assisted goal, which was the first 
goal of his varsity career.  

“Cam has had a couple of 
assists this season, but he hadn’t 
been able to find the back of the 
net before today,” Rowley said. 
“Hopefully, he’ll be able to score 
a lot more goals for us now. He 
has a very bright future.” 

Junior Trevor Del Barba, 
who’s also a defenseman, netted 
his first varsity goal in the third 

period. 
“All of the kids wanted Trev-

or to score a goal,” Rowley said. 
“We moved him forward, and 
he scored a rebound goal during 
the third period, which was awe-
some.

The Brownies, who had a 
week off between games, oth-
er two third period goals were 
scored by junior Landon Ash-
ford and Peyton Buffum.

HOCKEY from page 9

Tyler Denison dekes then shoots. Chris Walczak heads toward the 
opposing goal.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Darwin Irschick plays the puck near the boards.

WORCESTER – The Railers 
fell 4-2 to the Trois-Rivieres Li-
ons to wrap up a home three-in-
three weekend.

The Railers found them-
selves in an early hole. They 
were behind, 1-0, less than four 
minutes after the opening fa-
ceoff and never led.

Lions goaltender Zachary 
Emond, facing Worcester for 
the first time in his career, was 
excellent in net with 34 stops. 
Several were very timely, too. 
But, the Railers just did not fin-
ish well.

“It was a combination of 

both,” is how coach Jordan 
Smotherman described his 
team’s lack of goals. “He made 
some good saves but often times 
we don’t find those pucks laying 
around the net. There were a lot 
of rebounds and the drive has 
not been there this year to put 
those in the back of the net.”

The two pucks that did find 
the back of the net were shot by 
Jack Quinlivan and Blade Jen-
kins. The Lions got goals from 
Nolan Yaremko, Nicolas Guay, 
Jakov Novak — his 19th of the 
season — and Cedric Montminy 
into an empty net.

Ken Appleby stopped 31 
of 34 shots on the night for 
Worcester.

Yaremko scored at 3:43 of 
the first period. Quinlivan tied 
it at 7:12 of the second on a re-
bound of a play he set up with 
hard work down the left wing. 
It was his first goal of the sea-
son, third as a pro and first at the 
DCU Center.

Guay converted a 4 on 3 
power play at 1:33 of the third 
then Jenkins tied it again with 
a wraparound at 4:53. Novak 

Loss puts Worcester Railers in fifth place

Please see RAILERS, page 11
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

scored a scrambly goal for what proved 
to be the winner at 11:10.

The opposition seems to be getting 
more scrambly goals than Worcester 
these days.

“Those are earned over time,” 
Smotherman said, “when you dissect 
them you realize they’re self-inflicted.”

The game was a lively one that fea-
tured 51 minutes worth of penalties 
including a fighting major to Artyom 
Kulakov and a game misconduct for 
abuse of officials to Zach White.

The loss dropped Worcester into 
fifth place in the North Division, at 
least in terms of points. The Railers are 
fourth in winning percentage but can’t 
see to find the traction to get them-
selves a little breathing room.

RAILERS from page 8

MHA is guided 
by core values: 
Respect, integrity, 
compassion

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – The Mental 
Health Association is relocating 
its headquarters from Springfield 
to the former MassMutual Learn-
ing Center on Memorial Drive.

MassDevelopment, the state’s 
land bank and development fi-
nance agency, helped MHA se-
cure $6.5 million in financing to 
complete the purchase. MHA is 
scheduled to move from its cur-
rent headquarters on Worthington 
Street in Springfield to Chicopee 
at the end of March. 

“We’re very, very excited,” 
Jen Ducharme, vice president 
of Development & Community 
Relations for MHA, said. “Right 
now, construction is currently 
taking place at the building on 
Memorial Drive. There were a 
lot of conference rooms that we 
have to convert into private offic-
es and smaller conference rooms 
for our purposes and areas to set 
up workstations.” 

Guided by its core values of 
respect, integrity and compas-
sion, MHA provides residential 
and support services that promote 
independence, community en-
gagement, wellness and recovery 
for people with disabilities and 
other vulnerable individuals. 

MHA also helps people nav-
igate the challenges of substance 
use recovery through a wide 
range of services and residential 
programming. Since the 1960s, 
it has positively impacted people 
throughout region. 

Ducharme said the facility on 
Worthington Street has served 

MHA well but no longer has 
enough space. Making the move 
was based solely on operational 
need. 

Searching for a new building, 
MHA explored options in Spring-
field, West Springfield and Holy-
oke but didn’t identify a perfect 
fit until it came across the former 
conference center on Memorial 
Drive. 

“The space in Chicopee, 
when it presented itself, it was 
highly desirable because it, first 
of all, has the amount of room 
that we need. It’s approximately 
80,000 square feet. So that build-
ing, in the location where it is on 
Memorial Drive, it just provides 
MHA with an optimal balance of 
scalability, talent supply and gen-
eral operation,” Ducharme said, 
adding that it also sits along a bus 
route. 

Across all its programs, MHA 
employs approximately 700 peo-
ple and is experiencing expo-

nential growth, as it opens new 
programs throughout the Pioneer 
Valley. The move to Chicopee 
will allow MHA to bring all its 
teams together under one roof, 
adding an element of efficiency 
while promoting collaboration.

Currently, MHA operates over 
40 residential programs through-
out the Pioneer Valley and has 
four program homes in Chicopee, 
so a collaborative relationship al-
ready exists with the city. 

“It just made sense for us to 

move our headquarters there in a 
community where we’re already 
serving the needs of people in 
residential programs. We’re just 
now going to have our admin-
istrative offices there as well,” 
Ducharme said. 

MHA anticipates that reno-
vations to the Memorial Drive 
facility will be completed in mid-
March. In Springfield, MHA em-
ployees are consolidating before 
the move and will work with A to 
Z Movers at the end of March to 
transfer items to the new build-
ing. 

Ducharme anticipates little 
interruption to day-to-day opera-
tions. She said morale is high as 
employees prepare for the move. 

“It’s incredible,” she said. 
“When our staff team realizes that 
we’re making such a sizable in-
vestment in the work that we do, 
people can’t help but be thrilled. 
We’ve taken staff on tours to see 
the space, we’ve held a couple of 
meetings there organizationally 
before construction started, and 
everybody is so excited. So, mo-
rale is great.” 

Ducharme is confident that 
the new space will allow MHA 
to help more people regardless 
of circumstance. She said MHA 
meets people where they are and 
explained why it is important to 
take action to better your mental 
health. 

“What we really like people to 
know is that if you have a physi-
cal ailment, you have no problem 
going to the doctor and getting it 
addressed and getting help. Men-
tal health, those are the ailments 
that you can’t see, and we really 
need to be treating those sort of 
ailments just as we would treat 
a broken arm or an ailment that 
people can actually see,” Ducha-
rme said. 

To learn more about the pro-
grams and services provided by 
MHA, one can visit MHAinc.org.

Mental Health Association is moving HQ to Chicopee

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
The Mental Health Association is moving its headquarters to the former MassMutual building on 
Memorial Drive. 

A Mental Health Association van sits in the parking lot of MHA’s new 
facility on Memorial Drive. 

PALMER – After years of advocating 
for the inclusion of a Palmer stop in the 
plans for the West-East Rail Project (now 
titled Compass Rail), state Sen. Jake Ol-
iveira (Hampden, Hampshire & Worces-
ter District) was delighted and relieved 
to see the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) officially rec-
ommend the town as a future stop on the 
upcoming West-East Rail. 

The announcement was made on Jan. 
17 during the MassDOT Board of Direc-
tors Meeting. Rail and Transit Adminis-
trator Meredith Slesinger was on hand to 
make the announcement. 

“I’m grateful for the commitment 
made by the Governor and the admin-

istration for this pivotal development 
for not only the West-East Rail but for 
Palmer and Western Mass” Oliveira said 
in a press release. “The West-East Rail 
represents a monumental infrastruc-
ture project that will connect the greater 
Commonwealth, bridging the geographi-
cal and economic gaps between Western 
Mass and Boston. The promise of this 
railway network is immense, with the 
potential to catalyze economic growth, 
promote regional development, and bol-
ster social cohesion. I’m thrilled to see 
MassDOT take the next step in this gen-
erational project, and I’m glad they real-
ized what we’ve known for some time. 
Palmer is the ideal location as a gateway 

to Western Mass.”
MassDOT came to the decision to rec-

ommend Palmer for a future stop on the 
rail following studies they conducted last 
year and will be allocating $4 million for 
Planning and Design through their Capi-
tal Investment Program. 

Consulting firm RTD was selected in 
December for Planning and Conceptual 
Design. This will include key compo-
nents such as public outreach, site selec-
tion, identification of station amenities 
and access, conceptual design, and envi-
ronmental scoping. 

The project is expected to follow an 
estimated 18-month schedule.

MassDOT recommends Palmer as future West-East Rail stop
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SOUTH HADLEY – The Loomis 
Communities, the longest-serving pro-
vider of senior living in the 
Pioneer Valley, has announced 
a new Resident Member of its 
Board of Directors, Sanford 
Belden.

Belden has resided at 
Loomis Village in South Had-
ley with this wife since 2018.

Belden retired in 2006 as 
the CEO of Community Bank 
System, a large-scale regional 
financial institution headquar-
tered in Syracuse, New York 
with 225 bank branches and a variety of 
other financial service businesses in four 
states. He has previously served as a se-
nior executive in New York City at a large 
international bank; at a major national 
bank headquartered in Minneapolis; and 
with the Farm Credit Banks, one of the 
government-sponsored entities.

Belden has served on more than 30 
governance boards for both for-profit and 
not-for-profit entities throughout the U.S., 
including on the Board of Governors of 
the American Red Cross in Washington, 
D.C. Locally, Belden has served as a 
board member of the Springfield Sym-
phony Orchestra; Smith College; Kestrel 
Land Trust; and Center for Eco-Technol-
ogy. Additionally, Belden has served as 
Chair of the Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts, Cooley Dickin-
son Hospital, and Pioneer Valley Habitat 
for Humanity.

In addition to his career working at fi-
nancial institutions, Belden held a faculty 

position at Cornell University 
and earned a mid-career certifi-
cation from the Tuck School of 
Business at Dartmouth. Belden 
has bachelor’s, master’s and 
Ph.D. degrees from Purdue Uni-
versity in economics.

According to Margaret 
Mantoni, President and CEO 
of The Loomis Communities, 
“We are fortunate to have so 
many people living in our com-
munities with years of business, 

organizational and philanthropic experi-
ence. Sandy Belden is one of those with 
a wealth of knowledge in so many areas 
and we welcome his perspective as a Res-
ident Member of The Loomis Communi-
ty’s Board.”

Belden was born and raised on a farm 
in Hatfield, which has remained in his 
family since 1690. He and his wife, Betsy, 
moved to Loomis Village in South Hadley 
in 2018. The couple have three children 
and nine grandchildren.

The Loomis Communities is the lon-
gest serving, most experienced provider 
of senior living in the Pioneer Valley. As a 
not-for-profit organization, Loomis’ mis-
sion is to open doors to worlds of posi-
tive aging on three campuses: Applewood 
in Amherst, Loomis Lakeside at Reeds 
Landing in Springfield, and Loomis Vil-
lage in South Hadley.

Business
Belden named resident member of 
board at Loomis Village Since 2018

Sanford Belden

Donations to benefit 
the Foundation for TJO 
Animals and Franklin 
County Regional Dog 
Shelter

 
SPRINGFIELD – Through Feb. 

29,  Freedom Credit Union  is inviting 
its members, employees and communi-
ty to “Paws for a Cause” and make cash 
donations  to benefit the  Foundation for 
TJO Animals in Springfield and Franklin 
County Regional Dog Shelterin Green-
field.

“These amazing institutions provide 
food, water, shelter and a variety of crit-
ical services for thousands of animals 
in our region every year,” said Freedom 
Credit Union President Glenn Welch. 
“They rely on donations to help fund ev-
erything from veterinary care to toys and 

bedding for the animals’ comfort and en-
richment as they wait to find their forever 
homes.”

The  Thomas J. O’Connor Adoption 
Center provides animal shelter and adop-
tion services for the cities of Springfield, 
Chicopee and Holyoke. The Foundation 
for TJO Animals was formed to allow the 
group to better serve the shelter animals in 
their care through medical treatments and 
rehabilitation. This veterinary care allows 
pets to be brought to the adoption floor to 
hopefully find their forever homes.

The Franklin County Regional Dog 
Shelter is a volunteer-led group serving 
the communities of Franklin County. Its 
mission is to protect and improve the lives 
of stray, lost and unwanted dogs by offer-
ing a welcoming facility, providing care 
and finding good homes for each animal.

“We encourage you to donate direct-
ly to these organizations or at any of our 
branches through Thursday, Feb. 29,” 
Welch said. “Let’s make those tails wag!”

Freedom Credit Union holding ‘Month of 
Giving’ campaign to benefit animal shelters

GREENFIELD – The Northwestern 
District Attorney’s Office is leading an 
effort to strengthen and better coordinate 
the work of animal welfare professionals 
in Hampshire and Franklin counties by 
launching a task force to share informa-
tion and provide training. First convened 
in the fall, the Animal Protection Task 
Force brings together local animal control 
officers, animal welfare agencies, repre-
sentatives of private animal shelters and 
county sheriffs’ offices, police, mental 
health professionals and prosecutors to 
prevent animal abuse and create response 
protocols sensitive to the needs of ani-
mals. 

Assistant Northwestern District At-
torney Erin Aiello, who is heading up the 
initiative on behalf of the office, said a 
primary goal of the task force is to pro-
vide more support and free training to 
municipal animal control officers around 

the district. She notes that as a prosecu-
tor specializing in animal welfare cases, 
she receives five to 10 calls weekly from 
animal control officers or local police 
seeking help with animal cruelty investi-
gations. 

“The dedicated animal welfare people 
are just not receiving the help and sup-
port and resources they need, and I don’t 
think the public knows this,” said Aiello, 
who has prosecuted animal cruelty mat-
ters since 2010. “Considering how much 
people love animals, there does not seem 
to be much light shown on the actual day-
to-day role of animal protection in our 
communities.” 

The Northwestern DA’s office cov-
ers 47 communities, many of which do 
not have fulltime animal control offi-
cers, which means animal welfare cases 
sometimes don’t receive the attention 
they need, said Aiello. There is only one 

dog shelter for the entire district and no 
cat shelters at all. Another problem the 
task force hopes to address is the issue 
of animal caregivers who find themselves 
unable to properly care for their pets for 
financial or other reasons. 

“We as an animal welfare community 
need to educate the general public about 
the resources available to them so that 
they are not charged with neglect. There 
are organizations that can help and vouch-
ers that can be offered in some cases,” Ai-
ello said. “We want to find ways to help 
people who are having trouble properly 
caring for their animals – the last thing we 
want is to punish poverty.” 

Aiello, who handles high risk domes-
tic violence cases as a prosecutor in the 
domestic violence and sexual assault unit 
at the Northwestern DA’s office, is a train-
er for the Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ter of the Humane Society of the United 

States, which works with 10,000 law en-
forcement officers, prosecutors, and ani-
mal control professionals throughout the 
U.S. annually. 

Aiello and Sergeant William Loiselle, 
an animal cruelty investigator with the 
Law Enforcement Division of the Mas-
sachusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, will provide a train-
ing on the basics of animal cruelty inves-
tigations and report writing at an Animal 
Cruelty Task Force meeting on Feb. 8 at 
the Sunderland Police Department, 105 
River Road. 

Loiselle has over three decades in law 
enforcement, at the Northampton Police 
Department and the Massachusetts State 
Police. He continues to be a mentor in 
policing, particularly around providing 
guidance and support to law enforcement 
and animal control officers in animal cru-
elty investigations. 

New task force aims to strengthen animal welfare efforts

Mount Holyoke College 
Students recreate 1940s 
radio show

SOUTH HADLEY – If it’s March, 
it must be time for The Big Broadcast, 
the popular annual event that, this year, 
will be held Saturday, March 9 in Chap-
in Auditorium on the campus of Mount 
Holyoke College. There will be two per-
formances - at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

The Big Broadcast is a unique recre-
ation of a 1940s-style radio show, com-
plete with news, commercials, popular 
songs and a radio play in the detective se-
rial style. Mount Holyoke has designated 
the yearly concert as a Signature Event.

Sponsors are Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, 22News, Loomis Communities, 
NEPM, PRIME magazine, NEPM 88.5 
and The Republican 

22News meteorologist Brian Lapis 
returns to The Big Broadcast in his role 
as the show’s emcee “Fred Kelley.” Mark 
Gionfriddo, director of the Jazz Ensem-
bles of MHC, is the show’s creative di-
rector.

Gionfriddo noted that this year marks 

the 25th  anniversary season of the jazz 
program at Mount Holyoke. The Big 
Broadcast is a production of the college’s 
Big Band, Jazz Vocal and Chamber Jazz 
ensembles. 

“There’s really nothing else like it,” 
Gionfriddo said, about The Big Broad-
cast. Part concert, part theater, the show 
is produced by students with Gionfriddo 
playing the role of “Matt Morgan,” who 
conducts the fictional WJAZ Big Band 
and is Fred Kelley’s musical sidekick.

This year’s selections include “The 
American Patrol” from the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra; Rodgers & Hart’s “This Can’t 
Be Love”; “Romberg & Hammerstein’s 
“Lover, Come Back to Me”; the icon-
ic Gene Krupa drum feature “Sing Sing 
Sing;” and Cole Porter’s “Don’t Fence 
Me In” as popularized by Bing Crosby 
and the Andrews Sisters.

Tickets are available locally at the 
Odyssey Bookshop in South Hadley and 
online at  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
the-big-broadcast-2024-2pm-show-tick-
ets-800425964607.    More information 
is available on the Facebook page of the 
Jazz Ensembles of Mount Holyoke Col-
lege and on their web page at www.mthol-
yoke.edu/acad/music/big-broadcast.

The Big Broadcast returns for 19th Year

NORTHAMPTON – Mass Human-
ities, the Commonwealth’s leading funder 
of humanities programs, announced up-
coming opportunities for its 2024 grant 
season. 

Application materials for Expand 
Massachusetts Stories grants are avail-
able now on the website, with the appli-
cation window opening on Feb. 5.

EMS grants support projects that col-
lect, interpret, and share stories about the 
Commonwealth. Special consideration 
is given to humanities programming, 
events, and creative works that emphasize 
the voices and experiences of residents 
that too often go unrecognized, or have 
been excluded from public conversation 
and public history.

This year, Mass Humanities is offer-
ing a new grant track for projects that ex-
plore different aspects of climate change. 
Applicants are eligible to receive up to 
$20,000 for projects that illuminate com-
munity knowledge, experiences, and val-
ues in response to the climate crisis. 

Organizations interested in applying 
for a grant can now choose between the 
Climate Change Track, Advancing Equi-
ty Track, and Open Track.

“We believe that the humanities are 
crucial to confronting the complex chal-
lenges facing every human and every 
community,” said Brian Boyles, exec-
utive director of Mass Humanities in a 
press release. “At this pivotal time in our 
nation, Mass Humanities supports story-

tellers and changemakers who bring peo-
ple together to listen, share and imagine 
a better future. As we celebrate our 50th 
anniversary in 2024, we look forward to 
hearing their ideas and celebrating their 
work.” 

Mass Humanities launched the EMS 
initiative in 2021 with the support of 
Mass Cultural Council and the Barr 
Foundation. Since then, Mass Humanities 
has distributed more than $1.8 million to 
projects across the state that included au-
dio tours, documentary films, oral histo-
ries, public events, and archival research.

“Every creative community has a 
compelling story to tell,” said Michael J. 
Bobbitt, executive director of the Mass 
Cultural Council. “Today’s EMS grant re-
cipients are about to inspire us all through 
these conversations. I cannot wait to ex-
perience, learn and engage with them. 
Mass Cultural Council is proud to part-
ner with and support Mass Humanities in 
this effort, which ensures these types of 
important dialogue happen in Massachu-
setts.” 

In 2023, Mass Humanities awarded 
$751,357 in EMS grants to 42 cultural 
nonprofit organizations from Cape Cod 
to the Berkshires. The majority of funds 
went to organizations receiving their first 
Mass Humanities grant, while people of 
color lead 67% of the supported projects, 
and 65% of the organizations had annual 

Mass Humanities announces new 
grant for climate change projects

Please see CLIMATE, page 16
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Public Notices
Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given 

by Hampshire Towing, 650 
New Ludlow Rd., South 
Hadley, MA 01075, pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. C. 255, Section 39A, 
that a SEALED BID auc-
tion with bids due Monday, 
February 19, 2024 at 9 
a.m. Vehicles can be viewed 
Mon- Friday 9am-4pm BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
Call 413-534-5373 to make 
appointment 

The following motor 
vehicles will be sold to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses 
of notices and sale of said 
vehicles: 
2009 Nissan Murano
JN8AZ18W69W113796
Brandon, Bridger
168 Essex St., Apt. 1L
Holyoke MA 01040
2011 Honda Accord
1HGCP2F69BA102783
Gilka Rolon Arroyo
136 Alderman St.
Springfield, MA 01108
2004 Infiniti G35
JNKCV51F04M711869
Ruth Gallego
116 King St., 2nd Fl
Springfield, MA 01109
2007 Jeep Compass
1J8FF47W37D185652
Jordan Langlois
75 Commercial St., Apt C101
Adams, MA 01220
2013 Dodge Avenger
1C3CDZAG1DN770559
Dayquan Collins
48 Indian Leap St.
Indian Orchard, MA 01151
2000 Honda Accord
1HGCG6694YA095784
Raymond Campos
62 Locust St., Apt 1
Holyoke, MA 01040
2006 Hyundai SONATA
5NPEU46F76H069664
Roland Webb
100 Northampton Ave., Apt 2
Springfield, MA 01109
2005 Ford Freestyle
1FMDK06145GA68534
Alberto Rivera
168 Pearl St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2007 Chrysler Sebring
1C3LC56R87N561782
Samantha Powell 
149 Brayton Hill Ter
North Adams, MA 01247
2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee
1C4RJFBG6HC853076
Jennifer Spracklin
507 Alvord Pl.
South Hadley, MA 01075
2007 Ford Focus
1FAFP37N17W272417
Jean Serrano
45 Willow St., Apt 408
Springfield, MA 01103
2012 Toyota Prius v
JTDZN3EU4C3130842
Boston Real Estate Concierge 
LLC
12 Milford St.
Boston, MA 02118
2009 Hyundai SANTA FE
NMSH73E69H276665
Angela Levesque
11 Governor St., Apt 11
Springfield, MA 01104
2012 Hyundai SONATA
5NPEC4AC9CH386633
Jeremiah Johnson
16 Wolcott St., 1st Fl
Holyoke, MA 01040
2006 BMW 330xi
WBAVD335X6KV61576
Edwin Morales
135 Belmont Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108
2005 Kia Spectra
KNAFE162055089926

Emilio Gonzalez
688 High St., Apt 2L
Holyoke, MA 01040
2012 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
WDDGF8BB3CR193504
Matthew Gonzalez
4335 Arbor Wood Ct.
Burtonsville, MD 20866
2007 Toyota Yaris
JTDBT923971141326
Mairi Eames
16827 Sarahs Pl., Apt 104
Clermont, FL 34714
2002 GMC Envoy
1GKDT13S222296243
Luz Luna
53 Nursery St.
Springfield, MA 01104
2013 Nissan Altima
1N4AL3AP8DN429426
Jose Rivera Marrero
113 Exchange St., Apt C
Chicopee, MA 01013
2003 Honda Pilot 
2HKYF18593H561831
Enid Ortiz Vega
9 Wolcott St., Apt 1L
Holyoke, MA 01040
2012 Toyota Tundra
5TFUY5F15CX245847
Mark Brooks
549 E. Main St. #2
North Adams, MA 01247
2006 Volvo S60
YV1RH592962526345
Nancy Willsey
89 Royal St., Bldg 89
Chicopee, MA 01020
2006 Acura MDX 
2HNYD18836H526841
Jordan Stevenson
159 Essex St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2007 Nissan Maxima
1N4BA41E37C853918
Emily Maysonet-Mateo
22 Saint Jermoe Ave.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2005 Honda Accord
1HGCM56855A187251
Trevone Allen
470 Memorial Dr., Apt 220
Chicopee, MA 01020
2005 Chevrolet TrailBlazer 
1GNDT13S652372859
Julio Izquierdo
66 Pine St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
1983 Harley Davidson XLX
1HD1CCH11DY122494
Keith Durand
66 Brayton Ave.
Warwick, RI 02886
2005 Toyota Sienna
5TDZA23C15S312287
Angel Berrios
790 Shaker Rd.
Longmeadow MA 01106
2007 Toyota Camry
4T1BK46K37U505757
Robson Gomes Bacelar
2 Evelyn St., Apt 2
Amsterdam, NY 12010
2013 Nissan Rogue
JN8AS5MV1DW605167
Kenneth Martin
24 Capitol Rd.
Springfield MA 01119
2003 Honda CR-V
SHSRD78453U150891
Elspeth Diaugustino
86 Paulk Ter
Springfield, MA 01128
2010 Hyundai ELANTRA
KMHDU4AD0AU977613
Gianna Szafranski
30 Coolidge Ave.
Westfield ,MA 01085
2014 Honda Accord
1HGCR2F38EA121264
Jennifer Perez
197 Oak St., Apt 2R
Holyoke, MA 01040
2000 Mazda Protege
JM1BJ2231Y0260105
Shaun Haynes
60 Linden St., Apt 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
2007 BMW 3 Series
WBAVC93537KX56717
Sonia Carrasquillo Rivera

19 Dianna Dr.
Springfield, MA 01104
2000 Ford Explorer
1FMDU72X3YZB97421
Andrew Hubert
123 Agassiz St.
Bethlehem, NH 03574
2008 Audi Q7
WA1BY74L28D053795
Robin Condino 
161 Oak Grove Ave.
Springfield, MA 01109
2000 Ford Taurus
1FAFP56S8YA137453
Gerardo Gutierrez
843 Dwight St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2011 Nissan Sentra
3N1AB6AP5BL694142
Justin Carlotta
51 Hamilton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2007 Dodge Magnum
2D4FV47T97H867277
Vernon Miller
502 Sardis Church Rd.
Branchville, SC 29432
192 Classic Well Craft
NO VIN  (Boat & Trailer)
Rolando Reyes
52 Sycamore St.
Springfield, MA 01109
2006 Jeep Grand Cherokee
1J4GR48K26C204527
Shamaris Canovas
802 Newbury St.
Springfield, MA 01104
02/2, 02/9, 02/16/2024

TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY, 

MASSACHUSETTS
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC MEETING
The Commission will hold 

a Public Meeting pursuant 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act and the Local Wetlands 
Bylaw to consider a Request 
for Determination filed by 
Kestrel Land Trust to con-
struct a wooden bridge with 
handrails over a small inter-
mittent stream on the Robert 
Frost Trail. The project loca-
tion is in the Mount Holyoke 
Range (Map 62, Parcel 19).

The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, February 21 
at 6:00pm virtually. Login 
information will be provided 
with the posted agenda on the 
Town website.

A copy of the Request for 
Determination is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office, Room U6, in the 
Town Hall, and is available 
to the public for inspection 
between the hours of 8:30 - 
4:00 P.M. Mon - Fri. Plans are 
also available online at www.
southhadley.org/603/Project-
Plans.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Neva Tolopko
Conservation Chair

02/02/2024

TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC MEETING
The Commission will hold 

a Public Meeting pursuant 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act and the Local Wetlands 
Bylaw to consider a Request 
for Determination filed by 
the Town to complete parking 
lot improvements and install 
a seating area at Leaping 
Well Nature Trail adjacent an 
intermittent stream. The proj-
ect location is 101 Mosier St 
(Map 38, Parcel 19).

The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, February 21 
at 6:00pm virtually. Login 
information will be provided 
with the posted agenda on the 
Town website.

A copy of the Request for 
Determination is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office, Room U6, in the 
Town Hall, and is available 
to the public for inspection 
between the hours of 8:30 - 
4:00 P.M. Mon - Fri. Plans are 
also available online at www.
southhadley.org/603/Project-
Plans.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Neva Tolopko
Conservation Chair

02/02/2024

NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Removal of 
Public Shade Trees 

Town of South Hadley, 
Department of 
Public Works

Pursuant to Massachusetts 
Genera l  Laws  Chapter 
87, Sections 3 & 4, a pub-
lic Hearing will be held on 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 13, 
2024 at 4:00pm at the DPW 
Office: 10 Industrial Drive, 
South Hadley, MA, 

To consider the removal of 
the following public tree(s):

1. 84 Bardwell Street (2): 
29”DBH MAPLE TREE; and 
32.5”DBH MAPLE TREE: 
reason for removal: tree 
in decline and proximity to 
the road(plow trucks hitting 
them}.

2. 3 Pleasant Street (l): 
31.8” DBH MAPLE TREE: 
reason for removal: half of 
tree dead, tree in decline.

3. 27 Pershing Avenue (1): 
triple leader: 24.8”DBH/20.1 
“DBH/23.9”DBH MAPLE 
TREE; reason for removal: 2 
leaders in decline, rot at base.

4. 55 Prospect Street ( 1}: 
41.7” DBH MAPLE TREE: 
reason for removal: Crown 
removed previous; tree in 
decline.

5. Lot 121 (assessor’s 
map) Hadley Street (5): 
20. l “DBH ASH TREE, 

25.8”DBH OAK TREE, 
22.3”DBH OAK TREE, 23.9” 
DBH OAK TREE, 26. l” 
DBH MAPLE TREE, 14.6” 
DBH OAK TREE: reason for 
removal: driveway access for 
new home being built.

The tree(s) identified 
above have been posted for 
public inspection. Any objec-
tions to their removal must 
be submitted in writing to the 
Town Tree Wardens, prior to 
or during the hearing. The 
mailing address for the Town 
Tree Wardens is: Department 
of Public Works, Town of 
South Hadley, 10 Industrial 
Drive, South Hadley MA 
01075: Phone: 413-538-5033. 
Email: treewarden@south-
hadleyma.gov
02/02, 02/09/2024

TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY

PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF VIRTUAL 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning Board will 

hold a virtual public hear-
ing on February 12, 2024 
at 7:00 p.m. to consider 
an application for Site Plan 
Review filed by the Georgia 
Malcolm to establish an 
owner-occupied Short Term 
Rental at 22 Hollywood Street 
Assessor’s Map 7 Parcel 
58, pursuant to the Zoning 
Bylaw 255-X (5-10-2023 
ATM, Art. 21, Residential 
Short-term Rental Units); 
Article XII (site plan review); 
and the Zoning Dimensional 
Regulation Schedule.

The public hearing will be 
conducted virtually on Zoom. 
Persons may join as follows:
URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/83187880238?p
w d = O C s z Z z k x N z c z b 0
xjUUZIOGdnU2o0Zz09

Or join by phone: +1 
(646) 558 8656Webinar ID: 
831 8788 0238 Passcode: 
625346

The property is located 
within the Residential A-1 
zoning district and is an exist-
ing single-family home.

The application is on 
fi le in the Planning & 
Conservation Department 
Office (Room U6) in Town 
Hall and posted at www.
southhadley.org on the 
Planning Department page 
under ‘Permit Applications’- 
‘Site Plan Review’ under sec-
tion ‘Hollywood Street (22) 
- Short Term Rental’ or can 
be viewed at: https://www.
southhadley.org/1179/Site-
Plan-Review . Any person 
interested in, or wishing to 
be heard, should appear/join 
the hearing at the time and in 
the manner designated. This 
meeting is being conduct-
ed remotely consistent with 
Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 
which extends the March 
2020 Governor’s Order sus-
pending certain provisions of 

the Open Meeting Law MGL 
Ch. 30A Sec. 20 until March 
31, 2025.

Joanna Brown, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board
01/26, 02/02/2024

TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY

Public Hearing 
Tuesday, February 20, 2024

7:00 PM 
Senior Center

45 Dayton Street, 
South Hadley

Proposed FY 2024 
CDBG Application

The Town of  South 
Hadley, in association with 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, will conduct 
a public hearing regard-
ing the FY24 Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program. The hearing will 
take place at 7:00pm on 
Tuesday, February 20th, 
2024, in person at the Senior 
Center, 45 Dayton Street, 
South Hadley, MA 01075 and 
virtually through Zoom meet-
ing. Call in: 646 931 3860. 
Webinar ID: 827 9098 6885: 
Passcode: 572293. If the 
meeting is cancelled due to 
inclement weather, the hear-
ing will take place during the 
next rescheduled Selectboard 
meeting. 

The public is encouraged 
to attend this hearing to dis-
cuss the town’s FY24 appli-
cation to the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities for 
up to $950,000 in available 
Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. All 
persons with questions or 
comments regarding the 
grant application will have 
an opportunity to be heard. 
Those unable to attend can 
send written comments to the 
South Hadley Selectboard, 
116 Main Street, South 
Hadley, MA 01075, Attn: Lisa 
Wong. 

The Town is encouraging 
input on community needs 
and projects which would 
benefit from grant funding. 
Projects currently being 
considered include the con-
struction of the Center Street 
Neighborhood Improvement 
Project. Additional projects 
may be discussed and may be 
included in the grant appli-
cation. 

T h e  S o u t h  H a d l e y 
Selectboard’s Meeting Room 
is handicapped accessible. 
Persons who require spe-
cial accommodations for the 
hearing should contact the 
town at least one week prior 
to the hearing date at (413) 
538-5030 x.6181. For fur-
ther information contact John 
O’Leary at PVPC at (413) 
781-6045 or joleary@pvpc.
org.
02/02/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING
RETIRED GUY

Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BEAUTIFUL RED FLAT COATED 
six month old female mini golden doo-
dle. Looks like small retriever without 
the shedding. Loves people, loves to 
play. All vaccines up to date. $350 to 
a loving family. Call Kelsey 413-218-
1294.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT to assist with opera-
tions and office management duties.  
For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org or 
email dgugliotti@norcrosswild-
life.org. 

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PETSSERVICES REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to 

China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot 

is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align 

parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American 

spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone

CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)
  4. Principle underlying 

the universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits

  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical 

tree
 10. Reality TV star 

Richards
 11. Nonflowering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring 

solid
 27. German surname 

meaning “man from 
Saxony”

 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 35. Most shrewd

 36. It may be for 
shopping

 37. Midway between 
south and southeast

 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of 

books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 

songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, 

American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money 

(abbr.)
 52. Association of 

engineering 
professionals

 53. Young women’s 
association

 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch 

of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Consider adding 
becoming an organ 
donor to your 
list of New Year’s 
resolutions 

  
SPRINGFIELD – Consider 

adding becoming an organ donor 
to your list of New Year’s reso-
lutions. 

“Every nine minutes a new 
person is added to the national 
transplant wait list, which is al-
ready overcrowded with more 
than 100,000 men, women and 
children waiting for a lifesaving 
organ. Over 40,000 transplants 
were performed in 2022, a record 
year for transplants in the United 
States, but many more people 
could benefit from a lifesaving 
organ transplant,” said Dr. Ken-
neth McPartland, medical direc-
tor,  Transplant Division,  Bay-
state Health. 

Making your wishes known 
is easy. If you would like to be-
come a donor, your wishes can 
be indicated on your driver’s li-
cense, or you can register online 
at www.donatelife.net/register. 

While doing so, let your fam-
ily know about your decision 
to become an organ donor so 
that they along with 
friends know and un-
derstand your wishes 
in advance. 

There are many 
common misconcep-
tions about donation 
that persist today. 

Donate Life 
America  offers the 
following facts to 
help you better un-
derstand organ, eye 
and tissue donation: 

Fact: Anyone can 
be a potential donor regardless 
of age, race, or medical history. 

Fact: All major religions in 
the United States support organ, 
eye and tissue donation and see it 
as the final act of love and gener-
osity toward others. 

Fact: If you are sick or in-
jured and admitted to the hos-
pital, the number one priority is 
to save your life. Organ, eye and 
tissue donation can only be con-
sidered after you are deceased. 

Fact: When you are on the 
waiting list for an organ, what 
really counts is the severity of 
your illness, time spent waiting, 

blood type, and other important 
medical information, not your 
financial status or social status. 

Fact: An open cas-
ket funeral is possible 
for organ, eye and tis-
sue donors. Through 
the entire donation 
process the body is 
treated with care, re-
spect and dignity. 

Fact: There is no 
cost to the donor or 
their family for organ 
or tissue donation. 

Fact:  Information 
about an organ donor 
is only released to the 

recipient if the family of the do-
nor requests or agrees to it. 

“Deceased donors leave a 
legacy by giving the gift of life 
after they pass, but did you know 
that this gift can be given during 
your lifetime? As a living kidney 
donor, an individual can live a 
long and healthy life with one 
kidney while giving someone 
else a second chance at life,” 
said Nancy Dias, BSN, RN, Liv-
ing Donor Coordinator, Baystate 
Medical Center. 

Baystate Medical Center 
offers many options in living 
kidney donation. The transplant 

program works closely with the 
National Kidney Registry as a 
Donor Care Center of Excel-
lence to facilitate national ex-
changes or kidney swaps, as well 
as voucher donations.  Compat-
ible and incompatible pairs can 
donate and receive kidneys with 
one of the many options avail-
able. Visit the NKR website for 
more information  https://www.
kidneyregistry.org/. 

Baystate Transplant Program 
offers the only Transplant Ser-
vices in Western Massachusetts 
for adult patients requiring kid-
ney transplantation. In 2023, 
Baystate has performed close to 
70 kidney transplants, the most 
ever performed in a single year 
since the program started over 
30 years ago. The program has 
over 150 patients on the national 
transplant waiting list and is con-
tinuing to find ways to increase 
access to kidney transplantation. 

Today, more and more peo-
ple are making a difference in 
someone’s life by becoming a 
living kidney donor to a patient 
on the  Baystate Health  waiting 
list, an alternative to waiting 
for a kidney from a deceased 
donor. More information about 
the process of living donation is 

available on the Baystate Health 
Transplant Program website 
at baystatehealth.org/transplant. 

Transplant surgeons use 
the latest techniques, including 
minimally invasive surgery, so 
that patients experience a fast-
er recovery and spend less time 
in the hospital. In addition to 
experienced surgeons, the Bay-
state Transplant Team includes 
nephrologists, nurse transplant 
coordinators, dietitians, pharma-
cists, social workers, financial 
councilors, as well as adminis-
trative and clinical assistants to 
help guide patients through the 
process. Living or deceased do-
nor  renal transplant is offered 
as treatment of end-stage renal 
disease.  

Life is meant to be shared. It 
takes only five minutes to sign 
up as an organ donor at  www.
organdonor.gov/sign-up. 

To learn more about be-
coming a living kidney donor, 
call Baystate Medical Center’s 
Transplant Program at 413-794-
2321 Option 2 and speak with 
the living donor coordinator or 
sign on to the Baystate Trans-
plant website at  baystatehealth.
org/transplant  for a confidential 
screening process. 

Life is meant to be shared

Photo courtesy of
 Baystate Health 

Kenneth McPartland

Health
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRYSTYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 2/1/24-2/7/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $244

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ........
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTER & BREADED SHRIMP ..

$177
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

67¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$669
lb

lb

USDA INSP.

FRESH SOUP
CHICKENS “FOWL” ..............
USDA INSP.

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. 

BEEF SHANK MEAT .............$349
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$444
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

STUFFED CHICKEN 
W/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE .......... lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
EYE ROUND

919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New OwnershipUnder New Ownership
Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness Program has 
been working together to create tools and 
programs to reach those in need and to 
increase climate change resilience within 
the community. 

The Jan. 23 meeting was facilitated 
by Lisa Ranghelli of the Public Health 
Institute. She was joined by Anne Capra, 
Mike Adelman, Rebekah Cornell, Dottie 
Caron, Jennie Benford, Diane LaRoche, 
Louise Croll and Sarah Courtney.

Climate Resilience Training 
Video Part 3 

They moved to watch the third and fi-
nal training video on Climate Resilience. 
Raghelli shared her screen to present the 
video and said that she hoped this training 
will help to “improve the town of South 
Hadley.” 

The video highlighted the 2011 tor-
nado in Springfield and how badly it af-
fected the town, especially those in lower 
income housing. 

 The video detailed the importance of 
the role of government during disasters 
like these and how important it is that the 
government – both state and town gov-
ernments – need to be able to reliably re-
spond to these catastrophes. 

The video featured other members of 

towns around central and western Mas-
sachusetts that talked about the ways 
in which climate changes and weather 
anomalies can affect the towns in differ-
ent ways.

Discussion of Community
 Engagement and the Vision 

for South Hadley
They began discussion of the video 

by going around to share what impacted 
them the most when it came to “I think 
that it is very important to get the young 
people a part of our community,” Caron 
said.

“We want to create a community that 
will address climate vulnerability, while 
creating a stronger and healthier commu-
nity at the same time,” Raghelli said before 
asking the panel for ways to address it. 

Rebekah Cornell spoke up and said, 
“Trees can be a huge benefit. If we can 
plant more of them, they’ll last a long 
time. As the trees grow, the benefits will 
grow because they take CO2 out of the air 
and can provide shade to keep us cool.”

“Some of the things than non-home-
owners can do, is go out in the commu-
nity and help with tree planting,” Louise 
Croll said. “We can work on saving and 
protecting the trees that we have.”

They discussed how the community 
can come together- no matter what age 
or demographic- in order to help fight cli-
mate change and make equitable changes 
to benefit the community. 

MVP board looks to plant 
trees in the community

operating budgets of less 
than $300,000.

Eligibility requirements 
and grant guidelines can be 
viewed on the Mass Hu-
manities grants website. 
Resources are available in 
both English and Spanish.

For more information 
regarding Expanding Mas-
sachusetts Stories grants, 
contact Katherine Stevens, 
Director of Grants and 
Programs, by emailing 
grants@masshumanities.
org.

About Mass Humanities
Mass Humanities, 

a non-profit foundation 
based in Northampton, cre-
ates opportunities for the 
people of Massachusetts 
to transform their lives 
and build a more equitable 
commonwealth through the 

humanities. 
Since its founding in 

1974, the organization has 
provided millions of dol-
lars to support thousands of 
humanities projects across 
the Commonwealth. Es-
tablished as the state-based 
affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Human-
ities, Mass Humanities is 
an independent program-
ming and grant-making 
organization that receives 

support from the NEH and 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council and private sourc-
es. 

For more information, 
visit www.masshumanities.
org or connect on social 
media at Facebook.com/
masshumanities, Twitter.
com/masshumanities, or 
Instagram.com/masshu-
manities.
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By Samuel Gelinas
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – “Diversity” was 
January’s theme at South Hadley’s Coun-
cil on Aging, but the Council also offers 
programs oriented toward equity and in-
clusion that continue throughout the year.

Among these programs is a supportive 
LGBTQA+ network.

On March 13, there will be a viewing 
of a TBA LGBTQA+ movie, starting at 
1 p.m., and will feature a speaker from 
Western Mass Elder Affairs, as well as a 
therapy dog.

On a more consistent basis, the 
LGBTQA+ Rainbow Coffee Social meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month.  En-

tering its sixth month, the group has 
steadily drawn 10-13 members, which the 
presider of the meetings Neil Broome has 
called, “very encouraging.”

Broome, an active volunteer both at 
the COA and the South Hadley Library, 
leads the meetings by facilitating con-
versations aimed at building support and 
community.  He invites anyone from the 
community to participate.

Broome describes the meetings as, 
“participant driven,” giving the communi-
ty the opportunity to, “share our thoughts, 
experiences and observations.”

Most recently the topic concerned 
coping strategies in the present day cli-
mate of anti-LGBTQA+ legislation and 
social policy.

Turley Photo by Samuel Gelinas
Neil Broome, (bottom left) is shown seated with participants of the LGBTQA+ Rainbow 
Coffee Social.

LGBTQA+ support for the 
aging community at the COA

GRANBY – South 
Hadley resident Robert 
Walsh recently achieved 
his Eagle Scout award with 
Granby Troop 306. His 
Eagle project consisted of 
repairing and repainting 
the sign at Brown Ellison 
Park in Granby, as well 
as replacing and painting 
the bleacher boards at the 
park. 

Pictured is State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) 
presenting Walsh with a 
certificate for his Eagle 
Scout achievement. 

Walsh also earned a 
spot on the Dean’s List in 
the College of Business 
at Western New England 
University for Fall 2023. 
The recognition celebrates 
that he achieved a semes-
ter grade point average of 
3.300 or higher.  

Walsh achieves Eagle Scout award, 
earns Dean’s List honors at WNEU


