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SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Seniors at the South Hadley 
Council on Aging called for 
a rematch challenge to the 
MacDuffie high schoolers 

for a Chair Volleyball Tour-
nament. 

The game was a close 
one, and students accepted 
the challenge and served up 
some real competition for the 
seniors.

“I love their enthusi-
asm about playing together. 

They have such a good time 
playing with the seniors and 
coming here,” said Jill Ski-
bel, the Community Service 
Coordinator at MacDuffie. 
“I think it’s the fact that they 
are so welcoming and want 
us to come and be involved 
with their community.”

The net was put up, and 
there were six chairs set up 
on either side, and one of the 
players on the seniors’ side 
was 93, but that didn’t stop 
the seniors from stealing the 
trophy back. 

Seniors challenge students to

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
upcoming Special Town 
Meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 
25, will provide town meet-
ing members the opportunity 
to vote in favor of or against 
an override to address the 
current and giant budget defi-
cits. 

“Right now, the Budget 
Task Force recommended 
$11 million to cover all we 
need, but there are $6 and $9 
million options the Select-
board will be voting on,” said 
Town Administrator Lisa 
Wong. “It is a common prac-
tice for the Town Meeting to 
weigh in, as the Selectboard 
will be able to see where their 
support would lie at different 
budget levels.”

The Selectboard created a 
Budget Task Force to analyze 
the current budget situation, 
with climbing rates in health 
insurance and utilities, and 

decreasing state and federal 
aid, and the effects this will 
have on the town in the com-
ing months.

“First and foremost, we 
know that this is an incredi-
bly difficult ask during a time 
when a lot of our residents 
are feeling squeezed in many 
areas of their lives, and I want 
to stress the importance that 
this is about bringing choice 
to the voters,” said Wong. “…
This is something we want 
people to choose as we have 
to limit the services offered to 
the community, and we want 
to ask folks about what they 
value and what they want to 
support with the precious re-
sources that they have.”

“South Hadley is fac-
ing a structural deficit, and 
the override discussions are 
about stabilizing core town 
and school services over the 
next several years,” said Su-
perintendent Jennifer Voyik. 
“This is not unique to South 

Voters faced with 
decision on potential 
$6-11M override

 “A deficit budget would require reduc-
tions that directly affect students and 
families. It’s important to have accurate 
information, ask questions, and engage in 
the public process as the community con-
siders the best path forward.” 

– Superintendent Jenn Voyik

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas 
The winners of the Chair Volleyball competition: the Seniors.

Please see SENIORS, page 10 Please see VOTERS, page 9
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The newest member of the Chamber of Commerce is Signature Reality and we were there 
to help give them a big start. It was their party, but they gave us a big donation and others 
followed their lead, so we ended up with $3,000! Thank you, and welcome to South Hadley!

 New business donates $3,000 to NHN

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Many people would say that 
chocolate is their favorite 
food, and the sweet treat 
comes in enough forms, in-
cluding donuts, cake, cook-
ies, chips, bars, ice cream, 
and milk, that anyone can 
find something to enjoy. 

The art of tasting choco-
late, however, is an art, and 
Chocolate Expert and Enthu-
siast, Dede Wilson, prepared 
a special presentation about 
chocolate and the art of tast-
ing it to the South Hadley 
Public Library, sponsored 
by the Friends of the South 
Hadley Public Library. 

“The presentation chang-
es every year, because I 
source new chocolates, but 
I’ve been teaching some 
version of this for over 30 
years for both professionals 
at cooking schools and lay 
people,” said Wilson. 

Wilson has worked with 
chocolate for years, is a 
cookbook author, having 
published 17 books, and is a 
former editor of the Bon Ap-
pétit magazine. She has also 
shared her expertise on tele-
vision shows and brought 
her presentations to the seas 
on cruises.

“Chocolate is my favor-
ite food. Desserts and choc-
olate have always been my 
thing. I attended a chocolate 
tasting at a conference, and I 
wanted to do it myself, and 
have been doing it for 30 
years, and come to libraries 
and other places all over the 
state.”

The presentation was 
split into three parts, with 
an educational section to ex-
plain and share how the ca-

Tasting the world of chocolate 

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Dede Wilson ready to teach the room about her chocolate 
expertise. 

cao is grown, where it comes 
from, and where it comes 
from and how its growth can 
affect the final taste of the 
chocolate. 

“You can hold two bars 
with the same ingredients, 
and they’ll be completely 
different from one another. 

The chocolates we are tasting 
don’t have filling or nuts; it’s 
about tasting the chocolates 
and how they taste different 
from one another,” said Wil-
son. 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent 

SOUTH HADLEY – For 
nearly a decade, Andrea 
Miles has brought a steady 
hand, a curious mind, and 
a deep sense of respect for 
her neighbors to the South 
Hadley Selectboard. As she 
prepares to wrap up her 
service this spring, Miles 
leaves behind a record de-
fined by long-term thinking, 
collaborative leadership, 
and an abiding commitment 
to making local government 
more transparent and acces-
sible.

Miles was 
first elected to 
the Selectboard 
in April 2017, at 
a moment when 
national politics 
had sparked a re-
newed interest in 
civic engagement 
for many Ameri-
cans. “In Novem-
ber of 2016, I was 
looking to get 
involved in democ-
racy at any level,” she said. 
That energy quickly found 
a local outlet. With her 
mother already serving on 
the Belchertown Board of 

Selectmen, Miles 
understood how 
much influence 
municipal gov-
ernment could 
have on everyday 
life. After attend-
ing a meeting of 
the South Had-
ley Democratic 
Town Committee 
with her husband 
Charles Miles, 

she saw how local 
issues—from water quality 
to immigration—were being 
debated and shaped close to 

Submitted photo 
Andrea Miles

Passing the Gavel: Andrea Miles looks 
back on nearly a decade of service

volleyball rematchvolleyball rematch

Please see CHOCOLATE, 
page 10

Please see GAVEL, page 9
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$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/12/26-2/18/262/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS  ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASST. PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND BEEF ............

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$219
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ROAST PORK LOIN 
LOIN END OR RIB END ..........

lb

lb
$699

$499

$169

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................

$298
lb

$1299
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$499
lb

$969
lb

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT CUBED .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS ....................

SOUP’S ON!

$444
lb

  

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥

Swing on by The Roadhouse Cafe! 
Specials Are Served All Week 

And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sunday, 
Feb. 22nd

2-5pm

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

Saturday, 
Feb. 21st

6-9pm

Jeff 
Blaney

Saturday, 
Feb. 14th

6-9pm

Frank
Serafino

A beautiful bald eagle took a rest on a tree in Granby 
resident Jill Skibel’s yard.

A beautiful bird 
perched proudly 

Loomis Communities 
will hold a fun, friendly
competition to select the 
favorite chowder at each 
of the Loomis Communities 
on Friday, Feb.13

REGION – The Food 
Bank of Western Massachu-
setts will be the beneficiary 
of a fun competition to select 
a favorite chowder hosted by 
The Loomis Communities—
the CHOWDER BOWL—on 
Friday, Feb. 13 at noon, free 
to the community with the 
suggested donation of a non-
perishable food item to the 
Food Bank of Western Mas-
sachusetts.

The CHOWDER BOWL 
will take place simultane-
ously at all three Loomis 
Communities the Friday fol-
lowing the Super Bowl with 
attendees participating in the 
taste testing event at Loom-
is Lakeside at Reeds Land-
ing, 807 Wilbraham Road in 
Springfield; Loomis Village, 
20 Bayon Drive in South 
Hadley; and Applewood, 1 
Spencer Drive in Amherst. 

This is a reservation-based 
event in order for each com-
munity to plan attendance ac-
cordingly, and RSVPs can be 
made at www.LoomisCom-
munities.org/chowderbowl. 

Each community will cre-
ate their version of a chow-

der, with all three being of-
fered for sampling at each 
of the Loomis Communities. 
Attendees will vote for their 
favorite chowder, votes will 
be tallied at all three commu-
nities, and the favorite will be 
announced. 

The Loomis Communi-
ties, the longest-serving pro-
vider of senior living in the 
Pioneer Valley, has a reputa-
tion for its culinary offerings. 
The Executive Chefs at each 
of the three communities 
have created their own chow-
der recipes, to be presented 
at the CHOWDER BOWL: 
Loomis Lakeside at Reeds 
Landing will present Nova 
Scotia Seafood Chowder; 
Loomis Village will present 
New England Clam Chow-
der; and Applewood will 
present Mexican Street Corn 
Chowder.

According to Margaret 
Mantoni, President and CEO 
of The Loomis Communities, 
“It’s football bowl season 
and with our beloved Patriots 
making it to the Super Bowl, 
we felt this was the ideal time 
to host the community in a 
friendly competition to find 
our favorite version of chow-
der while benefiting another 
beloved institution, the Food 
Bank of Western Massachu-
setts.

“Food insecurity contin-

ues to demand our attention 
in the region and we hope 
through the Chowder Bowl 
to raise awareness of the 
great work of the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts 
and address in a small way 
the needs of individuals and 
families who are confronting 
many economic challenges at 
the peak of the winter season. 
We hope to warm hearts and 
help fill a few bellies by this 
friendly competition that will 
engage our entire communi-
ty,” she said.

While no one will be de-
nied admission to the free 
chowder competition, attend-
ees are strongly encouraged 
to bring a nonperishable food 
item to be donated to the 
Food Bank of Western Mas-
sachusetts. Headquartered 
in Chicopee, the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts 
has been partnering with the 
community to end hunger in 
the region for more than 40 
years. As the Food Bank for 
the four counties of Western 
Massachusetts, the organiza-
tion sources, stores, and pro-
vides over 17 million pounds 
of food a year—the equiva-
lent of more than 14 million 
meals. 

According to Andrew 
Morehouse, Executive Direc-
tor of the Food Bank, “More 
than 135,000 people seek 

food assistance every month 
across the four counties of 
Western Massachusetts.  We 
carry out our mission to build 
lasting food security by pro-
viding nutritious food and 
partnering with communities 
to end hunger.  We are grate-
ful to Loomis Communities 
for their partnership.”

The Loomis Communi-
ties aired its own Super Bowl 
commercial on February 8 
raising regional awareness 
about the event and encourag-
ing attendance at the CHOW-
DER BOWL. The Super 
Bowl consistently draws one 
of the largest viewing audi-
ences both nationally and 
regionally. Last year’s Super 
Bowl set a record with 127.7 
million viewers in the U.S. 
across broadcast and stream-
ing, making it the most-
watched single TV broadcast 
in American history.

The Loomis Communi-
ties is the longest serving, 
most experienced provider of 
senior living in the Pioneer 
Valley. As a not-for-profit or-
ganization, Loomis’ mission 
is to open doors to worlds of 
positive aging on three cam-
puses: Applewood in Am-
herst, Loomis Lakeside at 
Reeds Landing in Springfield, 
and Loomis Village in South 
Hadley.

Loomis Communities to host the Chowder Bowl 
Friday; event to benefit Food Bank of Western MA

SOUTH HADLEY – 
For 54 years, the All Saints’ 
Church Lenten Lunch Com-
mittee has been welcoming 
diners from the area com-
munities to meatless lunches 
during the Lenten season. In 
recent years, All Saints’ has 
been alternating Friday lun-
cheon sites during Lent with 
St. Patrick’s Church in South 
Hadley Falls. 

This year, the dates at 
All Saints’ Church are Fri-
days: February 20, March 
6, and March 20. At St. Pat-
rick’s Church, lunches will 
be available on alternate Fri-
days: February 27, March 13, 
and March 27. Remember 
these dates and locations, 
and bring a friend for lunch, 
or take home your favorite 
choice for supper. 

At All Saints’ Church, 
Lenten Lunch chairperson 
Laura Marsh says, “Lunches 
should be ordered in advance 
by calling the Parish Ad-
ministrator’s Office at 413-
532-8917, Monday through 
Thursday between 1 and 5 
p.m.” 

Prices for each of the three 

luncheon offerings will be 
available upon request. Or-
ders can be paid for by cash 
or check when lunches are 
conveniently picked up on 
Fridays in the church parking 
area located off Route 116 
behind the church on Dunlop 
Place. Drive up, pick up, and 
enjoy our famous lunches 
made in our church kitchens 
on Fridays. 

Committee members are 
Mary Ann Bail, Joe-Ann 
Bourguignon, Cammie Dai-
gle, Miretta Campbell, Sue 
Frazier, Michele Pietras, and 
Cindy Steinbock. Publici-
ty: Marilyn Gass and Don 
Marsh. 

This year, the All Saints 
menu offers three choices: a 
lobster roll, chips, a choice 
of clam chowder or vegetable 
soup, crackers, and a brown-
ie; a tuna salad roll, chips, a 
choice of clam chowder or 
vegetable soup, crackers, and 
a brownie; and a choice of 
clam chowder or vegetable 
soup, crackers, and a brown-
ie. 

Proceeds benefit area 
mission projects.  

Lenten Lunches return 
to South Hadley Mount Holyoke 

Students Recreate 
1940s Radio Show

SOUTH HADLEY – 
“The Big Broadcast!,” a pop-
ular musical tradition and 
signature Mount Holyoke 
College event, will present 
its 21st  anniversary concert 
Saturday, March 7 in Chapin 
Auditorium on the college’s 
campus. There will be two 
performances - 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. Snow date is March 
8.

“The Big Broadcast!” 
is a unique recreation of a 
1940s-style radio show, com-
plete with news, commer-
cials, popular songs, and a 
radio play in the old Western 
serial style.  

Sponsors are Mount 
Holyoke College, Loomis 
Communities, 22News, Peo-
plesBank, NEPM, Reminder 
Publications, The Republican 
and MassLive.

22News meteorologist 
Brian Lapis returns to “The 
Big Broadcast!” in his role as 
the show’s host, Fred Kelley. 
Mark Gionfriddo, director of 

the Mount Holyoke College 
Jazz Ensembles, is the show’s 
creative director.  “The Big 
Broadcast” is a production 
of the Mount Holyoke Col-
lege Big Band, Vocal Jazz, 
and Chamber Jazz ensem-
bles.  Part concert, part the-
ater, the show is produced 
by students with Gionfriddo 
playing the role of band lead-
er Matt Morgan.

Some of this year’s mu-
sical selections include “One 
Night Stand”  by Artie Shaw; 
“Nice Work If You Can Get 
It” from George and Ira Ger-
shwin; “Anything You Can 
Do (I Can Do Better)” from 
Irving Berlin, made famous 
by Bing Crosby, Dick Hay-
mes and the Andrews Sisters; 
and Glenn Miller’s “A String 
Of Pearls.”

“One of the amazing se-
crets of Chapin Auditorium is 
that Miller and his orchestra 
appeared there at an MHC 
Senior Ball in February of 
1939, three months before 
they became famous on the 
radio. We’re going to pay 
tribute by performing one 
of the songs Marion Hutton 
sang on stage that night: “But 

It Didn’t Mean A Thing,” 
Gionfriddo said.

The event will also feature 
Gionfriddo’s  arrangement of 
the Andrews Sisters hit, “Bei 
Mir Bist Du Schoen.” as per-
formed by the trio with Mill-

er’s band in a special 1940 
radio broadcast.

Tickets are available at the 
Odyssey Bookshop in South 
Hadley and online at mhc.lu-
dus.com. 

 

Submitted photo 
Mark Gionfriddo and Brian Lapis at a performance of “The Big 
Broadcast!”

‘The Big Broadcast!’ Celebrates 21st Year

SOUTH HADLEY – Police Chief Jennifer Gun-
dersen will be hosting several office hours around 
town between now and the end of March. 

• February 16, 10:30 a.m. to noon, at the South 
Hadley Council on Aging 

• February 24, 5 to 6:30 p.m., at the South Hadley 
Public Library 

• March 6, 10:30 a.m. to noon, at the South Had-
ley Council on Aging 

• March 25, noon to 1:30 p.m., at Newton Manor

Chief Gundersen’s 
Office Hours
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

Come to the Granby Free Public Library, where kids can 
check out a wrapped book to have a “blind date” with. 
The books have the codes written on the front so kids 
can be surprised when they get home to open their new 
book to read.

Kids can enjoy 
the trend, too!

Jeromie Whalen seeks to 
primary 37-year incumbent 
Richard Neal in MA-01

REGION – On Tuesday, 
Feb. 10 public school teacher 
Jeromie Whalen will formally 
pull papers to begin his cam-
paign to challenge longtime 
incumbent Congressman Rich-
ard Neal in a bid to represent 
the people of Massachusetts’ 
1st Congressional District.

A proud product of Western 
Massachusetts, Whalen grew 
up in Belchertown, built a life 
with his wife in South Hadley, 
and earned three degrees from 
the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst, most recently 
his Ph.D. in Mathematics, Sci-
ence, and Learning Technol-
ogies in 2025. He has spent 
over a decade as a high school 
teacher in the Pioneer Valley.

“I’m coming from outside 
the traditional political world, 
and I think that’s exactly what 
we need right now,” said Wha-
len. “Old-school establishment 
thinking and the corporate 
greed that has seeped into 
our campaign finance system 
have pushed this country in 
the wrong direction. The way 

forward is electing real people 
from our communities who are 
not tied to those entrenched 
systems and who will actually 
fight for the policies we need to 
create change.”

Massachusetts’ 1st Con-
gressional District represents 
83 cities and towns across 
Western and Central Massa-
chusetts, including commu-
nities in Hampden, Hamp-
shire, Franklin, Worcester, 
and Berkshire counties. The 
district spans a wide range of 
urban, suburban, and rural ar-
eas. Neal, who has held the 
seat since 1989, once served as 
chair of the House Ways and 
Means Committee.

“Some worry about losing 
perceived influence in the halls 
of Congress,” said Whalen. 
“But when I hear about the 
power our current congressman 
is supposed to have, I can’t help 
but ask who he’s actually using 
that power for. When nearly all 
of your funding comes from 
corporations and large donors, 
it means Congressman Neal is 
motivated to support policies 
that benefit those contributors 
rather than the people in his 
district. What you’re left with 

is a congressman who’s rarely 
around, out of touch with the 
communities he represents, 
and advocating for corpora-
tions instead of constituents.”

Jeromie Whalen has a 
strong record of civic activism 
and has dedicated his career to 
helping future generations gain 
both the educational opportu-
nities to succeed and the so-
cial skills to grow into caring, 
compassionate members of the 
community.

“I’m putting in the work 
to meet people where they are 
and hope to earn the support 
of voters across Western and 
Central Massachusetts in the 
Democratic primary on Sep-
tember 1, 2026. This grassroots 
campaign is building a new po-
litical infrastructure, and I’m 
proud of the authentic, honest 
relationships we’ve built with 
community stakeholders along 
the way. At its core, this cam-
paign is about connecting the 
dots between municipal, state, 
and federal government and 
bringing real relief to local 
communities grappling with 
shrinking budgets and sky-
rocketing costs,” said Jeromie 
Whalen.

Previously, Whalen served 
as communications director 
and building delegate for the 
Northampton Association of 
School Employees (NASE). 
He has also served as vice pres-
ident of the board of directors 
for Northampton Open Media.

As an educator and com-
munity media advocate, Wha-
len led a team of students and 
local volunteers in the Emmy 
Award-winning production of 
“Young@Heart.” This Boston/
New England regional award 
was given by the National 
Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences.

As an academic research-
er, he has published numerous 
studies that have garnered over 
1,800 scholarly citations on the 
impact of technology in edu-
cation, including examinations 
of emergency remote teaching 
and artificial intelligence. 

For more information about 
the campaign to elect Jeromie 
Whalen to Congress, visit 
whalenforcongressma.com, or 
follow along on Facebook, X, 
Instagram, YouTube, or TikTok.

Public school teacher pulls papers
to challenge Corporate Dem

SPRINGFIELD -  A few 
cents at the register turned 
into a powerful show of com-
munity support as  Rocky’s 
Ace Hardware  customers 
once again stepped up for 
children›s health. This year›s 
Round Up for Kids campaign 
raised  $113,930  across 
Rocky›s locations, directing 
critical funding to Children›s 
Miracle Network Hospitals 
serving the communities 
where customers live and 
shop.

The fundraiser ran during 

two high-traffic periods, one 
in the spring and another 
during the late fall and holiday 
season, giving customers mul-
tiple opportunities to round 
their purchase totals up to the 
nearest dollar. Those small 
contributions added up quick-
ly,  with  Baystate Children’s 
Hospital  receiving  more than 
$23,925 from participating 
Rocky’s stores in western 
Massachusetts.

“Round Up for Kids shows 
what happens when local 
communities come togeth-

er around something bigger 
than a single transaction,” said 
Rocco Falcone, president of 
Rocky’s Ace Hardware. “Our 
customers understand that 
these hospitals are there for 
families on their hardest days, 
and they’re proud to support 
care that can change a child’s 
future.”

Eight Rocky’s locations 
in eastern Massachusetts took 
part in the campaign. One 
hundred percent of the funds 
raised at those locations were 
directed to Baystate Children’s 

Hospital  to support pediatric 
care, medical innovation, and 
family-centered services.

“This campaign contin-
ues to grow because people 
believe in it,” Falcone said. 
“Looking ahead, we’re ex-
cited to keep building on this 
momentum and finding new 
ways to support the hospitals 
that do so much for our com-
munities.”

Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals has raised 
nearly $10 billion since 1983, 
helping fund vital treatments, 

research, and programs that 
improve the lives of children 
nationwide.

About Rocky’s 
Ace Hardware

Rocky’s Ace Hardware, 
your neighborhood store for 
paint, hardware, lawn and 
garden, and grilling, has been 
in continuous operation, un-
der the same family owner-
ship, since opening its first 
location in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts in 1926. From one 
modest store to now 51 con-

venient locations throughout 
Connecticut, Florida, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, and Rhode Island, 
Rocky’s has become one of the 
country’s largest Ace Hard-
ware dealers, noted for its 
exceptional customer service 
and vast product selection. For 
more information, visit rockys.
com.

Rocky’s Ace Hardware customers rally, raising $113,930 through Round Up for Kids
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
Can you help me under-

stand? 
I have paid into Social 

Security since I started 
working in 1978. I did have 
a lot of tax deductions, but 
I don’t understand why I 
only receive $350 a month 
from Social Security. 

Signed: Befuddled 
Senior

Dear Befuddled Se-
nior: 

Your Social Security 
benefit is based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 years over your 
lifetime that you earned 
the most while contribut-
ing to the Social Security 
program; however, your 
benefit isn’t based on your 
contributions to SS. Your 
average lifetime earnings 
amount is called your Aver-
age Indexed Monthly Earn-
ings,” which are adjusted 
for inflation for years be-
fore you turn 60. Your earn-
ings, your net earnings if 
self-employed, are provid-
ed to the SSA by the IRS. 

Your AIME is subjected 
to a formula which calcu-
lates your “Primary Insur-
ance Amount,” which is 
the SS benefit you receive 
if you start benefits in the 
month you reach your full 
retirement age. Your per-
sonal Full Retirement Age 
depends on the year you 
were born which, if you 
were born in 1960 or later, 
is age 67. However, if you 
claim Social Security be-
fore reaching your FRA, 
you will get only a percent-
age of your PIA, reduced 
from what you would get if 
you claimed at your FRA. 

For example, if you 
claimed at age 62, you 
would only get 70% of the 
amount you would have 
gotten had you waited until 
age 67, or if you claimed at 
age 63 you would get 75% 
of your age 67 benefit. The 
reduction is less as you get 
closer to your FRA; if you 
claimed at age 65, you’d 
get about 87% of your full 
retirement age amount.

You can see your life-
time Social Security earn-
ings record at your person-

al “my Social Security” 
online account at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount (you 
will need to first create that 
online account), or you 
can call Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 to request 
an “Earnings Statement” 
be sent to you. That state-
ment will show your life-
time earnings by year, the 
35 highest of which were 
used to calculate your PIA 
(your Social Security bene-
fit at your FRA). Generally, 
your Social Security FRA 
benefit will be about 40% 
or less of your average in-
dexed monthly earnings.

So, to recap, your SS re-
tirement benefit isn’t based 
on your contributions to 
the program; it’s based on 
your average monthly life-
time earnings. If you had 
less than 35 years contrib-
uting to the program, SS 
would still use 35 years in 
the benefit formula by us-
ing zero dollars in earnings 
for some number of years, 
which would result in a 
smaller AIME. 

Thus, if you claimed 
before your full retirement 
age of 67, your SS benefit 
was reduced because you 
claimed early. And if you 
had less than 35 years of 
SS-covered employment, 
your AIME was less, re-
sulting in a smaller PIA. 
And that is likely why your 
monthly Social Security re-
tirement benefit is low.

One other thought to 
consider: if you are married 
and your spouse’s month-
ly SS benefit is consider-
ably more than yours (e.g., 
more than twice as much 
as yours), you may want 
to explore your options for 
spouse benefits.

I hope this explains how 
your SS benefit is calculat-
ed, but if you still question 
your monthly SS retire-
ment amount, I suggest you 
first obtain your “Earnings 
Statement” to review the 
lifetime earnings SS has 
on file for you. If there are 
any discrepancies in your 
Social Security’s earnings 
record, there are correction 
remedies available to you. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

It’s been a fun couple of 
weeks in the realm of garden-
ing! While I haven’t yet got-
ten my hands into the soil yet, 
I have been on the hunt for 
all kinds of seeds for the Old 
Sturbridge Village gardens:  
those for obscure medicinal 
plants, unique heirlooms, and 
rare native plants.  

That process has 
led me to some in-
teresting mail order 
companies that I’d 
like to share with 
you.

My mail order 
“go to” for herb 
seeds has always 
been Richter’s (www.
richters.com) but when I 
couldn’t locate a few of the 
items on my list there, a sim-
ple internet search lead me 
to Thyme Garden (www.
thymegarden.com).  

Their catalog boasts over 
400 varieties of herb seeds 
and more. The text doubles 
as an herbal encyclopedia of 
sorts,  providing the reader 
with cultural information in 
addition to loads of herbal 
lore. 

A paper copy will set you 
back $2.50, but you can get 
a digital download for free. 
It’s noteworthy to mention 
that many of the seeds are 
harvested on the farm in Or-
egon. The company has been 
in business since 1989, and 
clearly knows their stuff.  

I purchased both Jimson-
weed and Cotton for the Paul 
Roger’s Herb Garden from 
this company.  

Prairie Moon Nursery 
(www.prairiemoon.com) is 
an excellent source for na-
tive plant material and seeds. 

This statement from their 
website gave me something 
to think about: “Native plants 
co-evolved with native in-
sects and wildlife; they are 
deeply dependent on one 
another. These plants pro-
vide food and shelter to in-

sects, birds, and other small 
animals, which in turn sup-
port larger predators. Native 
plants are the fundamental 
stepping stones of a healthy 
eco-system.”

While many of us already 
enjoy growing native plants, 
the impact of doing so goes 
far beyond our ornamental 
gardens. 

Prairie Moon offers seeds, 
blended seed mixes, plants 
and more, and their catalog 
is free for the asking. You can 
also download a catalog and 
cultural guide.  

Growing native plants 
from seed often requires spe-
cialized treatments such as 
chilling or nicking and soak-
ing, so I’d definitely recom-
mend brushing up. I found 
Toothwort (at last!) and Late 
Horse Gentian, both for the 
herb garden.

Sometimes the tricky part 
about searching out heirloom 
seeds in the issue of cultivars. 
For example, I need a black 

flowered Hollyhock known 
scientifically as Alcea rosea 
nigra, yet what I discover are 
cultivars called “Jet Black” 
or “Black Watchman.” I want 
the original.  

Here is where seed sales 
at Monticello (www.mon-
ticelloshop.org) come in 
handy. Thomas Jefferson was 
an avid gardener, and the dis-

play gardens around his 
estate highlight many of 
his favorite plants.  

I was also able to 
secure seeds for un-
improved versions of 

Rusty Foxglove and Black 
Eyed Susan Vine. Because of 
this good fortune, you will 
see authentic 1830s gardens 
when you visit the Village.  

There is no printed cata-
log to my knowledge, but the 
shop has its seed sales orga-
nized in a friendly manner 
online. Some seeds are even 
harvested on site.

Speaking of authenticity, 
it’s also important that we 
utilize heirloom vegetable 
varieties within our  gardens, 
so that you, the visitor, see 
the real deal, 1830s style. I’ve 
often ordered heirloom vege-
table and flower seeds from 
Baker Creek Heirloom Seed 
Company (www.rareseeds.
com) and this year is no ex-
ception.  

Their big, beautiful Rare 
Seed and Whole Seed Cat-
alogs are free for the asking 
and seed shipping is free, 
also. Search over 1,300 seeds.  

If you can’t find what you 
are looking for there, hop on 
over to Victory Seeds (www.
victoryseeds.com) and there 
will be more heirloom, open 

Online seed houses offer endless choices

in my

By Ellenor Downer

On Dec. 20, compilers 
at the Athol Christmas 
Bird Count recorded a 

total of 58 species including a 
Gadwall, a first time for this 
species during a Christmas 
count.

Male Gadwall have gray-
ish-brown heads, 
sometimes show-
ing cinnamon on 
the forehead and 
faint purplish ir-
idescence on the 
crown. Females 
resemble female 
mallards, but they 
have a thinner, dark-
er bill. 

Gadwall nest in tall vege-
tation near water and show a 
preference for nesting on is-
lands. Their choice of nesting 
location gives them some pro-
tection from predators. Fe-
male Gadwall produce an egg 
a day and lay a clutch of seven 
to 12 eggs. To meet their de-
mand for protein during this 
stressful time, female Gad-
wall eat more invertebrates 
than males during this period 
in addition to using reserves 
of nutrients they’ve stored in 
their bodies during the winter.

Their winter habitat is 
fresh and brackish wetlands 
with abundant aquatic vegeta-
tion on which they primarily 
forage. Gadwall often snatch 
food from diving ducks as 

they surface. Gadwall num-
ber have increased in North 
America since the 1980s. This 
is partly because of conserva-
tion of their habitat, wetlands 
and adjacent uplands.

The oldest known Gad-
wall was a male, and at least 
19 years, 6 months old. He 
was banded in Saskatchewan 
in 1962 and shot during hunt-
ing season in Louisiana in 
1981.

Christmas Bird Count
The National Audubon So-

ciety Christmas Bird Counts 
take place within a 22-day 
period, there are many state 
count circles and volunteers 
must be available. Despite 
snowy weather, compiler 
Jon Skinner said of the Gro-
ton-Ayer count on Dec. 14, 
“I was surprised that we were 
able to scratch our way to 81 
species in such snowy condi-
tions. It has to be a testament 
to the relentless nature of both 

our team and the birds.” Two 
new species were added 13 
black vultures soaring over 
Lancaster and a killdeer at 
Devens. Some of the other 
highlights were evening gros-

beak in both Harvard and 
Groton, red crossbills 
in Townsend, Lapland 
longspur at Fitchburg 
Airport and in Ayer, 
chestnut-collared long-
spur at Fitchburg Air-
port,  American kestrel 
in Groton, two Balti-
more orioles in Groton, 
eastern Phoebe in Shir-
ley, redpoll in Lancaster 

and a long-eared owl  in 
Devens. Species seen three 
days before or after the ac-
tual count date and noted as 
such were chipping sparrow, 
brown-headed cowbird,Per-
egrine falcon and sandhill 
crane.

Bluebird
I received an email on 

Jan. 26 from Jeffrey Landry. 
He had a visit from a blue-
bird on Friday, Jan. 23. He 
thought it was either the male 
parent or one of its offspring 
from a previous summer. He 
said, “For several years I have 
called him, ‘Sunshine’ and 
he arrived at my feeder on a 
bright beautiful winter’s af-
ternoon and this uncalled for 
visit was icing on my day’s 
cake.”

He offered to share this 
bluebird story. He said, “I 
was sitting on my meditation 
cushion yesterday watching 
my breath emerge from a 
deep silence and then gently 
return back into it. There was 
no counting, no manipulation, 
only watching, only flow. Af-
ter some time had passed, I 
opened my eyes because I felt 
I was being closely watched.”

“I have a bird feeder right 
outside of my window and 
sure enough a male blue-
bird or one of his offspring 
from a previous summer, was 
perched and staring directly 
at me. Two summers ago I 
named the parent bluebird, 
‘Sunshine’ and last May he 
returned to the same nesting 
box in my front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine 
leaned slightly forward. He 
was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust 
colored body outlined by a 
background of white snow 

still clinging to frozen lilacs 
and tall trees. The sight of 
this sent ripples of love, that 
became currents of joy, to 
course through me.”

“I felt a smile stretch a 
mile wide across my whole 
being. It was like being vis-
ited by a long absent friend. 
Within minutes this made me 
get up and fill another feeder 
with dried mealworms be-
cause bluebirds aren’t seed 
eaters like many of the other 
birds that seek nourishment 
here. Like my breath, the 
mealworms disappeared into 
a well of silence. A content-
ed peaceful silence that then 
took flight.”

Evening grosbeaks
A Cummington resident 

sent a photo of evening gros-
beaks at her feeder. She said 
they are part of a flock that 
come to visit the feeders of-
ten.  

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be 
left. I will publish the number 
as soon as it is set up.

TEAM
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Why is my Social Security 
Retirement benefit so small? 
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Please see SOCIAL, page 5
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Gaylord Memorial Library
47 College Street, South Hadley  • (413) 538-5047

FEBRUARY EVENTS

WINTER ECOLOGY
On Thursday, February 19 at 6:30 p.m., 

you can join ecological horticulturist Erik N. Vegeto for 
Winter Ecology: Life Beneath the Snow. 

Learn about the ways that winter can be a time of quiet work in 
your garden and deepen your connection to the land throughout the year.

EXTRASOLAR PLANETS 
On Thursday, February 26 we’ll enjoy two astronomy programs for all 

ages. At 5 p.m., we’ll have a talk about Discovering Extrasolar Planets by 
Mount Holyoke’s Tom Burbine, followed by an Observatory Night hosted by 
our neighbors at Mount Holyoke’s Williston Observatory from 6-8 p.m. 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

The South Hadley Public Library has a food drive going, and is accepting food, diapers, 
hygiene items, and other items to be delivered to Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 

Library seeks food donations

GRANBY – The Granby 
Jr. Sr. High School would like 
to extend congratulations to 
those students who achieved 
Honor Roll for the first quarter 
of the 2025-2026 school year:

7th Grade Maximum 
Honors – Emilie Bond, 
Landon Brown, Jace Cruz, 
Gavin Guilbert, Avery Hen-
derson, Kyla Houle, Jude Jos-
lyn, Savannah Kraus, Leigh-
ton Ladas, Alexa Nai, Lily 
Paquin, Abigail Schmieding, 
and Aubree Wonderlie. 

7th Grade High Honors 
– Samuel Crawford, Emily 
Durham, Oliver Francis, Mad-
elynn Heroux, Lillian Los, 
Julianna Roberts, Miley Son, 
Michael Sullivan, and Wallace 
Trafford.

7th Grade Honors - Jus-
tin Harvey, Oliver Helbok, 
Paris Hernandez, Olivia Her-
oux, Molly Murdza, Zoey 
O., Madison Parker, Camer-
on Shea, Emma Sicard, and 
Weston Tierney.

8th Grade Maximum 
Honors – Austin Alamed, 
Andrew Bond, Avery Gag-
non, Lilyana Gagnon, Jeriel 
Gonzalez, Leely Kim, Caro-
line Koziol, Bri-Anne Kraus, 
Lucas Levierge, Ella Lud-
kiewicz, Sofia Marsh, Saman-
tha Samonte, Ryan Smith, 
Avery Tetreault, and Sophia 
Wright.

8th Grade High Honors 
– Conor Anderson, Haylee-
May Barnes, Kaylannie Co-
lon, Allison Cross, Kingston 
Cruz, Tage Flowers, Peyton 
LaFlamme, Travis Lemoine, 
Shawn McDermott, William 
Pula, Michaela Slater, and Al-
exander Tetreault.

8th Grade Honors - Mat-

thew Barnes, Ava Belliveau, 
Kerry Bombardier, Camden 
Carillon, Abigail Carmody, 
Eloise Ciosek, Logan Du-
fresne, Levi Foster, Marga-
ret Healey, Lucas Melendez, 
Milo Morton, Jovan Murphy 
Jr., Henry Stewart, Shi-Anne 
Thompson, and Bennett We-
glarz. 

9th Grade Maximum 
Honors - Rowan Cook, Al-
lisandra Crowley, Honor De-
Carlo, Arianna Mislak, Mar-
ley Skipton, Mia Smith, Avery 
Tipton-Wolmart, and Kaylee 
Vincelette.

9th Grade High Honors 
-   Ella Clark, Jocelyn Curran, 
Addison Hill, Ruby Murdza, 
Raylin Paquette, Ciara Pytel, 
Sophia Silchuk, Stella Siu-
dak, Marcela Tapia, and Kara 
White.

9th Grade Honors – Wy-
att Ciejka, Piper Godbout, 
Nathaniel Gomez, and Ciara 
Lopuk.

10th Grade Maximum 
Honors –  Gina Auselle Casa-
devall, Lauren Barlow, Gi-
anna Capone, Emily Durham, 
Ralph El Aouji, Abigail Es-
quivel, Jacob Fuller, Vitaly 
Gavel, Sophia Labonte, Ab-
igail LaDuke, Anthony Mi-
siaszek, Emma Murphy, Kae-
lynn Slapski, Richard Sweet, 
Isabella Tetreault, and Carli 
Zobka.

10th Grade High Honors 
-  Trevor Binley, Logan Car-
mody, Makayla Dennis, Ame-
lia Gardner, Chase Hauschild, 
Gabriel Helbok, Grace Pula, 
Catelyn Rivera, and Sophia 
Rodrigues.

10th Grade Honors 
– Reynaldo Huertas Guz-
man, Sophia Press, Madison 
Scheinost, Colin Sicard, and 

Jacob Weglarz.
11th Grade Maximum 

– Meredith Bartosz, Logan 
Campbell, Lucas Ciejka, Park-
er Dufresne, Christopher Gre-
gorio, Morgan Justin, Madelyn 
LaPointe, Brenna Moreno, Au-
drey Pleisch, Jaidyn Roberge, 
Celine Samonte, Gilmarie 
Vega Febres, Nathan Walsh, 
and Mckenna Zumbruski.

11th Grade High Honors 
– Kaydence Baldwin, Joseph 
Barrett-Lorenzi, Sydney Cha-
teauneuf, Summer Daudelin, 
Liam Everson, Kyrsten Gaj, 
Quinn Lavoie, Samuel Moure, 
and Kalli White.

11th Grade Honors – 
Brennan Anderson, Lyla 
Bergeron, Daniel Brown, 
Brandon Carillon, Tes-
sa Healey, Ty Jones, Caleb 
Levierge, Lauren Piercey, 
Lydia Pike, and Eleanor Sz-
losek.

12th Grade Maximum 
- Emma Beaulieu, Ethan 
Bergeron, Lea Charest, Al-
lison Charron, Kaitlyn Cur-
ran, Benjamin French, Quinn 
Fuller, Jake Gagnon, Braeden 
Gallagher, Durant Garden, 
Braydon LaDuke, Mylin Lal-
iberte, Rosalba Manduca, Al-
lison Maslak, Keith Patterson, 
Anthony Santiago, Addison 
Scott, and Isabella Woods.

12th Grade High Hon-
ors  - Brandon Chatel, Ed-
ward Dziok, Addison Gardner, 
Ava-Elizabeth Loughman, An-
nalise Patterson, Daniel Santi-
ago, and Stephen Szlosek.

12th Grade Honors - 
Raymond Colon, Leonardo 
Esquivel, Angelina Fuentes, 
Jared Lapite, Blake Lashway, 
Faith Ramos, Jadin Rowell, 
Mark Tavernier, and Nathaniel 
Valle.

Granby Jr. Sr. High School 
announces first quarter honor roll

GRANBY – The Granby 
Democratic Town Commit-
tee will hold a caucus on 
February 28 at 11 a.m. at the 
Granby Free Public Library, 
297 East State Street. 

The committee will elect 
four delegates and four al-
ternates to the 2026 Massa-
chusetts Democratic Con-
vention, where Democrats 
from across Massachusetts 

will gather to endorse can-
didates for statewide office. 
The Convention will be held 
on May 29 and 30 at the 
DCU Center in Worcester.

The Democratic Com-
mittee welcomes partici-
pants. The caucus is open to 
all, but only Democrats reg-
istered in Granby can run for 
delegate. Registration will 
begin at 10:30 a.m., and the 

Caucus will start at 11.
The committee normal-

ly meets on the fourth Sat-
urday of the month at the 
Granby Free Public Library. 
For more information on 
the caucus or the committee 
please contact Tobias Wil-
son at chair@granbydem-
ocrats.com or visit their 
website at www.granbydem-
ocrats.com.

Through  March 16, 2026
GRANBY – Once again 

this winter heating season, the 
Granby Lions Club has estab-
lished an Emergency Fuel 
Assistance Fund for Granby 
residents.  This fund, titled 
the “Groundhog Fund”, will 
enable residents of Granby to 
obtain needed assistance for 

fuel to help them through the 
next six weeks of winter.  

The Lions Club Ground-
hog Fund will begin helping 
residents on February 2 and 
will continue until March 16. 

Residents who would like 
to apply for needed assistance 
are asked to complete an ap-
plication, and these applica-

tions are available in the Se-
nior Center/Council of Aging 
Office at 10 West State St. in 
Granby from 9:00 am – 3:00 
pm Monday through Friday.

The Granby Lions Club 
appreciates the continuing 
support that the community 
of Granby gives to our proj-
ects and activities.  

SOUTH HADLEY — 
Democrats in South Hadley 
will convene in person on 
Saturday, March 7, 2026, 
to elect 11 delegates and 4 
alternates to represent our 
town at the 2026 Massa-
chusetts Democratic State 
Convention. The caucus, 
which is hosted by the South 
Hadley Democratic Town 
Committee, will take place 
in the Community Room of 
the South Hadley Public Li-
brary, 2 Canal Street in South 
Hadley. The library is hand-
icapped accessible. Caucus 
sign-in opens at 9:30 a.m., 
and the caucus will start at 
10 a.m. Those voting must be 
in attendance at the caucus. 
There will be no absentee 

or proxy voting at any local 
caucus for any reason. 

Registered and pre-reg-
istered Democrats in South 
Hadley who are 16 years old 
by February 19, 2026, may 
vote and be elected as dele-
gates or alternates during the 
caucus.

Opportunities are avail-
able for youth (age 16 to 35), 
people with disabilities, peo-
ple of color, and members 
of the LGBTQ+ community 
not elected as delegates or al-
ternates to apply to the State 
Democratic Committee to be 
add-on delegates. 

The 2026 Democratic 
State Convention will be held 
in person on Saturday, May 
30, 2026, at the DCU Cen-

ter in Worcester. This year, 
delegates will gather to voice 
support for the Democratic 
nominee for the US Senate 
and for Democrats across 
the Commonwealth and the 
nation. Convention and dele-
gate information is available 
at: https://massdems.org/
massdems-convention/.

For more information 
or to get involved with the 
South Hadley Democrat-
ic Town Committee, vis-
it southhadleydems.com 
or email the Committee at 
southhadleydemocrats@
gmail.com. Massachusetts 
voters may register to vote 
or check registration online 
at: www.RegisterToVoteMA.
com. 

South Hadley Democrats to elect state 
convention delegates on  March 7

Granby Lions Club ‘Groundhog
Fuel Assistance Fund’ 2026

Granby Democratic Town Committee 
to hold annual caucus Feb. 28

If that is the case, please feel 
free to contact us again for 
more information.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

pollinated, non GMO variet-
ies to choose from. I love the 
concept of Victory Gardens, 
and the company does a great 
job of explaining and pro-
moting it.  

Victory Seeds offers free 
shipping on all orders over 
$30 and their website pro-
vides “quick links” to each 
main category for easy online 
shopping. They also encour-
age seed saving practices, 
which is neat.  

This summer, look for 
China Rose Radish, Tall 
Telephone Peas, Boston 
Marrow Squash and Long 
Green Cucumber growing 
in our gardens and used in 
our households. These were 
all purchased from Victory 

Seeds.           
If you are bored one af-

ternoon, why not take a look 
at what these or any num-
ber of reputable seed hous-
es have to offer. You will 
no doubt expand your plant 
knowledge while you expand 
your garden!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com

SOCIAL from page 4

Granby
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SPORTS
Hambley’s 22 points paces Tigers to win

BELCHERTOWN – Last 
Tuesday night, South Hadley 
High School boys basketball de-
feated Belchertown 57-41. South 
Hadley played strong for three 
quarters and the scoring early 
held up for the Tigers. Belcher-
town had a tough time out of the 
gate and could not catch the Ti-
gers. Both teams are 9-8 heading 
into the last week of the regular 
season. South Hadley got 22 
points from Noah Hambley and 
21 points from Tim Loughrey 
while Belchertown was led by 15 
points from Brice Letendre and 
14 points from Shea MacLean.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Noah Hambley tries to get around an opponent.

Noah Rivera is pressured under the hoop. Chase Pecia tries to pass the ball away.

Tim Loughrey heads up for a shot. Isiah James heads inside the arc. Griffin Soderbaum sends a pass away.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRING-
FIELD—The 2026 Western 
Massachusetts high school 
hockey tournament is sched-
uled to take place from Feb. 
16-19.

Six of the seven Berry 
Division teams will qualify 
for the Class A tournament.

The Berry Division 
teams, who are looking 
to qualify for the Class A 
tournament, are Westfield, 
East Longmeadow, Green-
field, Minnechaug Regional, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, and 
West Springfield.

The Westfield Bombers 
are the two-time defending 
Class A champions. They 
defeated the Greenfield 
Green Wave, 7-3, in last 
year’s championship match.

All six of the teams in 
the Fay-Wright Division will 
be competing in this year’s 
Class B tournament.

Those six teams are 
Easthampton, McCann Tech, 
Amherst, Taconic, Agawam, 
and Chicopee High School.

Agawam defeated Tacon-
ic, 6-1, in last year’s Class B 
championship match.

The top two teams in 
Class A & B will automati-
cally advance into the semi-
finals. 

Prior to playing the semi-
final round, the top-seeded 
team in Class A will be fac-
ing the second-seeded team 

New look 
for sectional 
hockey 
tournament 
this year

Please see HOCKEY, page 7

 GRANBY – In a battle 
of two very strong teams, 
Granby defeated Ware 36-30 
last Monday night. The key 
to a victory for Granby was 
a strong defensive effort in 
the second half. After being 
held to two points in the sec-
ond quarter, the Rams came 
back strong, but also held the 
Indians do just 10 points in 
the second half. Granby was 
led by Brenna Moreno with 
12 points. Amelia Orszulak 
and Reese McKeever had 
12 points each for the Indi-
ans. Ware is now 13-4 while 
Granby is 14-3.

Rams take down Ware

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Kalli White brings in a rebound. Rowan Cook fights for a rebound.

Kaitlyn Curran fakes a step and shoots instead. Brenna Moreno heads into the arc.

Eleanor 
Szlosek looks 
around for a 
good pass.
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NEW 
PROGRAMS
Spring 2026

Select Teams 
Boys & Girls 
8th-Varsity 

(12th)

Little Ballers 
Grades K-3
Please email 
signups after 
AAU tryouts

Team Mass Boys & Girls
AAU Basketball Tryouts
Serving Central & Western MA 

for over 25 years!
Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU membership needed $28 
(purchase on our website, well pull them)

Tryout # 1: Saturday, February 21, 2026
Location: Tantasqua Jr High School 
(320 Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
• Boys Grades 7th & 8th  9:45 a.m. - 11 a.m.
• Boys Grades 9th-12th  11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school** 
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 7th-8th  1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
• Girls Grades 9th-12th  2:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Tryout # 2:  Sunday March 1, 2026 
Location: Oxford High School 
(100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
• Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th  5:45- 7 p.m.
• Boys and Girls Grades 9th-12th  7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school**

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!

Sentinel
Belchertown, Granby & Amherst
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!

S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony

JUMP   ❙   page ?

GRANITE   ❙   page 17

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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in Class B. The top-seeded 
team in Class B will also 
play the second-seeded Class 
A team. 

Those games will boost 
the team’s state power rank-
ings.

The other four teams in 
each of the classes will be 
playing in the quarterfinals 
on February 16.

The higher-seeded teams 
will be hosting the quarterfi-
nal matches.

Any of the quarterfinal 
games played at the Olympia 
Ice Center in West Spring-
field will be held during the 
daytime. The game times 
on rink 1 will be 11am and 
1:30pm. The games on rink 
2 will be at noontime and 
2:30pm.

The losers of the quar-
terfinals will be playing 

non-playoff games against 
each other. 

The Class A semifinals 
are scheduled to be played at 
Olympia on Feb.17. The start 
times for those two games 
will be 11am and 1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals 
are scheduled for Olympia 
on Feb.18. The start times for 
those two games will also be 
11am and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. finals 
will be played on rink 1 at 
Olympia on Feb.19. 

The Class B finals will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. followed by 
the Class A final at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for the 
semifinals and finals are $8. 
Tickets are available through 
GoFan Only.

There is not a different 
price for students or senior 
citizens.

HOCKEY from page 6

HOLYOKE – Last Thursday 
evening, Chicopee’s co-op ice 

hockey team was defeated 
by Taconic 8-5. Taconic 

was paced by a five-
goal first period to get 
out to a commanding 
lead early. Chicopee 
got two goals from 
Braydon LaDuke, 

plus single goals from 
Logan DeJesus, Owen 
Buchanan, and Griffin 

Stefanik. Chicopee 
has a rematch with 
Agawam this Sat-

urday, Feb. 14 at 
2 p.m. at Fitz-
patrick Rink.

Beavers defeat Pacers ice hockey

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Mason Peters one-hands 
the puck.

Landon Johnson angles toward the goal. Logan DeJesus avoids a Taconic defender.

Aiden Nadeau tries to pass out of pressure. Griffin Stefanik starts up the ice. Julian Lee-Choi recovers the puck on defense.

TORONTO, ON - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (16-
24-4-2) fell by a final score of 
5-1 to the Toronto Marlies 
(23-15-4-3) on Saturday in-
side Coca-Cola Coliseum in 
what proved to be one of the 
nastiest games of the season.

Simmering tensions boiled 
over from the opening drop of 
the puck on this night, a result 
of an altercation in the clubs’ 
prior meeting on Jan. 23. In 
that contest, Marshall Rifai 
of the Marlies fought Spring-
field’s Simon Robertsson and 
threw multiple punches at a 
vulnerable Robertsson when 
he was lying prone on the ice. 
Robertsson has yet to play in 
a game since. 

On this day, Steve Ott 
chose to start Kale Kessy for 

the opening puck drop, and 
Kessy immediately dropped 
the mitts with Rifai, which 
lit the fuse for three separate 
fights between the foes in the 
opening 15 seconds, resulting 
in 37 combined penalty min-
utes, plus a game misconduct 
to Toronto defenseman Blake 
Smith. 

Once the dust from the al-
tercations subsided, the Mar-
lies quickly threw their own 
punches on the scoresheet, 
beginning with Vinni Lettieri 
snapping a shot past Vadim 
Zherenko on the blocker side 
just 1:12 into the contest, giv-
ing Toronto the 1-0 advantage 
on a 4-on-4 goal. 

Springfield’s power play 
had a tough go to begin the 
night, failing to connect on a 

three-minute power play from 
the remnants of Smith’s pen-
alty time. Despite outshoot-
ing Toronto 15-5 in the peri-
od, the T-Birds’ deficit grew 
as Logan Shaw and Michael 
Pezzetta each beat Zherenko 
just 1:22 apart, and with just 
over five minutes left in the 
first, it was 3-0, and Georgi 
Romanov was summoned to 
replace Zherenko in the net. 

Romanov more than did 
his part as the game moved to 
the second, as Romanov de-
nied 14 Toronto offerings in 
the period and helped Spring-
field kill off a Marlie power 
play in the process. 

After nearly 120 minutes 
without a goal, former Mar-
lie Calle Rosen finally got 
Springfield on the scoresheet 

with just 10 seconds left in the 
period, as he sneaked down 
the left wing and slammed a 
shot through Artur Akhtyam-
ov on Springfield’s 26th shot 
of the night to make it a 3-1 
game into intermission. 

However, the T-Birds did 
not have any offensive juice 
left in the tank in the third, 
and Romanov finally relent-
ed a power-play goal to Luke 
Haymes past the midpoint of 
the third, which restored To-
ronto’s three-goal advantage, 
4-1. Romanov finished his 
terrific night in relief with 26 
saves on 27 shots. Bo Grou-
lx would add an empty-net-
ter with the T-Birds skating 
5-on-4 with the extra skater 
to round out the scoring.

T-Birds suffer loss to Toronto Marlies
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HEALTH CARE

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANT. 

$20/per hour with benefits. 
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience 
necessary. Serious inquiries only. 

Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren. 
Must pass Cori.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

( 413 )586-8500 
Docket No. 

HS26P0028EA
Estate of: 

Phillip A. Chesky 
Date of Death: 11/16/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Phillip B. Chesky 
of Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 

Phillip B. Chesky of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/20/2026. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further no-
tice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: February 04, 2026 

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Legal Notices

home. “We immediately got 
to work,” she said.

That meeting also proved 
pivotal in another way. There, 
Miles met then–Selectboard 
member Sarah Etelman, who 
encouraged her to learn more 
about town governance and 
eventually consider running 
for office. With Frank De-
Toma’s seat opening up and 
encouragement from Etelman 
to attend meetings and ob-
serve, Miles decided to take 
the leap. She ran a contested 
race and won, beginning what 
would become three terms on 
the board.

Her longevity, she said, 
came from both temperament 
and purpose. “Many projects 
take a long time, and I like 
to see things through,” Miles 
explained. From developing 
financial and Selectboard 
policies to setting long-range 
goals, she found satisfaction 
in shepherding initiatives 
from start to finish. She also 
grew into the role over time. 
New to elected office in 2017, 

she said it took a while to find 
her footing and determine 
where she could make the 
greatest impact. Ultimately, 
the work aligned well with 
her strengths. “I simply enjoy 
leadership and community 
development. I’m skilled at 
it and enjoy it, making the 
Selectboard a good fit for the 
last many years.”

Asked to reflect on the 
most meaningful moments 
of her tenure, Miles does not 
hesitate. “The most meaning-
ful decision by far has been 
hiring Lisa Wong as our Town 
Administrator,” she said, call-
ing the appointment trans-
formative for South Hadley. 
While acknowledging the 
legacy of former Town Ad-
ministrator Mike Sullivan, 
Miles credits Wong’s experi-
ence, energy, and innovation 
with benefiting the town in 
lasting ways. “I could write 
an entire article on her contri-
butions alone,” she said.

The most challenging 
chapter, however, is still un-
folding. South Hadley, like 
many Massachusetts commu-
nities, is grappling with a se-

rious budget crisis. As both a 
Selectboard member and the 
board’s representative to the 
Budget Task Force, Miles has 
been deeply involved in navi-
gating those challenges. “

The road ahead will con-
tinue to be challenging due to 
rising and uncertain health-
care costs, a volatile federal 
government that has affect-
ed federal funds and grants, 
and a state government that 
desperately needs a compre-
hensive audit, a change to 
the Chapter 70 school fund-
ing formula, and leadership 
that needs to focus attention 
further to the West than they 
typically do,” said Miles.

In looking at how South 
Hadley has changed since she 
joined the board, Miles points 
to major improvements in 
municipal planning and trans-
parency. She is particularly 
proud of the development of 
a facilities management plan 
to better steward town build-
ings, the construction and 
opening of the senior center, 
and a comprehensive over-
haul of the budget process. 
“It’s now a far more open and 

accessible process,” she said, 
“far easier to understand for 
anyone who wants to follow 
along.”

That emphasis on open-
ness carries through to her 
approach to decision-making, 
especially when residents dis-
agree strongly. “Respect and 
curiosity are required,” Miles 
said. She views everyone who 
approaches her—whether at 
a meeting, online, or in the 
grocery store—as a neigh-
bor first. Curiosity, she add-
ed, allows her to listen fully, 
ask thoughtful questions, and 
consider collaborative solu-
tions rather than defaulting to 
entrenched positions.

Serving in public office 
has shaped Miles personally 
as well. She describes herself 
as more pragmatic and delib-
erate, slower to form opinions 
and more careful in express-
ing them. The role has also 
come with sacrifices, particu-
larly exposure to public criti-
cism. While she tries to brush 
off negativity, she acknowl-
edges that certain votes or 
statements have led to social 
isolation at times. Still, she 

views those moments as in-
structive. The biggest reward 
is a job well done, and that’s 
a collaborative achievement 
from the board, no matter 
who the members are at the 
time. That isn’t to say there 
aren’t votes I wish I could 
have handled differently over 
the last nine years, but by and 
large I think the Selectboard, 
as a whole, has improved 
dramatically over time in its 
transparency,” said Miles.

As for what comes next, 
Miles is clear-eyed and at 
peace with her decision not to 
seek another term. Nearly a 
decade, she believes, is a sol-
id contribution—and it makes 
room for new voices. With 
her children now teenagers 
and major family milestones 
ahead, she is ready to shift 
her focus. “I want to thank 
the citizens of South Hadley 
for the opportunity to serve 
them,” she said. “It’s been an 
honor and a privilege to bring 
your voices to the table and 
be part of taking steps to help 
keep South Hadley a great 
place to live.”

GAVEL from page 1

Hadley, as many communi-
ties across Massachusetts are 
experiencing similar pres-
sures.”

The upcoming effects on 
the town and schools will 
result in drastic cuts to the 
schools, DPW, Police and 
Fire Departments, Senior 
Center, both the South Had-
ley Public and Gaylord Me-
morial Libraries, the Town 
Hall, and many other areas of 
the town. 

“For the schools, the most 
important message is that we 
have already made reductions 
over the past decade, and 
there aren’t any other places 
to cut without significantly 
impacting students. An oper-
ational override would allow 
the district to maintain core 
programming and service 
levels rather than continuing 
a cycle of reductions,” said 
Voyik.

The override being dis-
cussed at the Special Town 
Meeting is an operational 
override that will help to ad-
dress the structural deficit 
that has been affecting the 
town and the school district. 

Multiple options are be-
ing put forth at STM for town 
meeting members to vote on, 
and they include $6 million 
over three years, $9 million 
over four years, and $11 mil-
lion over five years. 

“If an override question 
appears on the ballot, the 
election date would be Apr. 
14. The key point is that the 
schools will not be ‘fine’ 
under a deficit budget. A 
deficit budget would require 
reductions that directly af-
fect students and families,” 
said Voyik. “It’s important 
to have accurate informa-
tion, ask questions, and en-

gage in the public process 
as the community consid-
ers the best path forward.” 
The town is encouraging the 
community to vote so that 
they can have a say in what is 
to come. While residents can-
not control gas prices or bills, 
they can have a say in the 
next steps and what direction 
the override will go in, how 
much it will be, and how long 
it will last.

“The reason we have done 
so much in bringing volun-
teer residents together is that 
we can’t do it alone without 
their help. We know that the 
library, Senior Center, and 
the schools provide support 
and are a huge part of peo-
ple’s quality of life, but we 
want to be transparent about 
what they cost,” said Wong. 

“It’s important that we 
are straightforward about the 
district’s financial reality and 
the educational impacts of 
further reductions. I encour-
age community members to 
attend upcoming meetings to 
hear details, ask questions, 
and review the information 
being presented,” said Voyik. 

The school district is fac-
ing significant personnel cuts, 
including 20 student-facing 
positions, as well as two ad-
ministrative positions, which 
will result in larger class sizes 
and even fewer activities for 
students to take part in. 

Other reductions in the 
schools include elimination 
of all sports and extracur-
ricular activities, reductions 
to AP, Honors, and elective 
course offerings, and so much 
more.

“We are doing our best 
to support the schools, and 
whether we have kids in the 
school system or not, the 

quality of education affects… 
[everything]. It’s incredibly 
important to the next set of 
leaders, and I want to empha-
size that the schools are very 
much a top priority for town 
and school officials because 
we see their importance in the 
community,” said Wong.

Important dates and infor-
mation 

The community is strong-
ly encouraged to educate 
themselves on the work that 
the Budget Task Force has 
done to analyze and come up 
with possible solutions ahead 
of the February 25 Special 
Town Meeting. You can find 
more on the town’s website at 
www.southhadley.org/1504/
Budget-Task-Force. 

The School Committee 
will be hosting a communi-
ty meeting on Monday, Feb. 
23, about the school’s budget 
at Michael E. Smith Middle 
School at 6 p.m., and all are 
encouraged to attend with 
questions. 

The Special Town Meet-
ing will be held at the high 
school on Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. 
in the High School Audito-
rium. The STM is to vote 
whether or not an override 
will occur, with two action 
items on the Warrant. The 
Warrant is currently available 
to view on the town website. 
March 4 is the next School 
Committee meeting, and 
Mar. 11 will be the School’s 
Public Budget Hearing. 

“The best way to prevent 
misinformation is for resi-
dents to engage directly in the 
process and rely on the offi-
cial presentations and posted 
materials,” said Voyik. 

VOTERS from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Keep note of some important 
dates coming up for the town 
and budgets, budget votes, 
and town meetings and elec-
tions. 

• February 17, 6 p.m.- 
Selectboard vote on Special 
Town Meeting 

• February 25, 6 p.m.- 

Tentative Special Town 
Meeting 

• March 3, Selectboard 
Meeting- Budget Public 
Hearing 

• March 11, School Com-
mittee Meeting- Budget Pub-
lic Hearing 

• March 17, Selectboard 
Meeting- Budget Vote 

• March 25, School Com-
mittee Meeting- Budget Vote 

• March 28, Annual Town 
Election and tentative Over-
ride Vote 

You can find a tax im-
pact calculator online now at 
https://southhadley.org/1504/
Budget-Task-Force. 

Important dates and announcements for the town 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Greenfield / Northampton 
Cooperative Bank is pleased 
to announce the hiring of Jo-
anna Czarniecka as Assistant 
Vice President and Branch 
Manager of its South Hadley 
branch office located at 487 
Newton Street, South Had-
ley, MA.

Czarniecka joins GCB 
with 9+ years of local bank-
ing experience. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in architec-
ture from UMass Amherst.

“We’re thrilled to wel-
come Joanna to the bank,” 
said Lisa Kmetz, Executive 
Vice President, Retail & 
Security Officer. “With her 
background and track re-
cord in banking, Joanna has 
a wealth of expertise and she 
will be a great resource to 
our team.”

In her new role, Czarniec-
ka will oversee daily branch 
operations, develop and ser-
vice relationships with ex-
isting customers, and assist 
new customers with loan and 
deposit products.

Submitted photo 
New South Hadley Branch 
Manager for the Greenfield/
Northampton Cooperative 
Bank, Joanna Czarniecka.

Czarniecka joins Greenfield/ 
Northampton Cooperative Bank

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Make South Hadley even 
greener, and watch your child 
grow alongside a tree! Get a 
free tree for #EarthDay2026, 
thanks to the South Hadley 
Public Library’s partnership 
with Neighborhood Forest. 
Sign up before March 15 at 
www.neighborhoodforest.
org. 

Trees will arrive ahead of 
Earth Day, April 22, and you 
will be contacted regarding 
pickup details.

Making 
South Hadley 
greener with 
trees 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.
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Best popcorn in the Valley!

First run top movies all the time!

Luxury seating, fully digital.

Not just a theater... 

Your Movie Destination
Since 1989

413-533-FILM (3456)
TOWERTHEATERS.COM

17 College Street • South Hadley, MA

(413) 532-3600

www.thevillagecommons.com

Discount Shows Every Tuesday!

         Private Parties 
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                Route 202 Rotary.

Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!

Best popcorn in the Valley!

First run top movies all the time!

Luxury seating, fully digital.

Not just a theater... 

Your Movie Destination
Since 1989

413-533-FILM (3456)
TOWERTHEATERS.COM

17 College Street • South Hadley, MA

(413) 532-3600

www.thevillagecommons.com

Discount Shows Every Tuesday!

         Private Parties 

           & Business Meetings

            Just 10 Minutes from 

                Route 202 Rotary.

Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!

Best popcorn in the Valley!

First run top movies all the time!

Luxury seating, fully digital.

Not just a theater... 

Your Movie Destination
Since 1989

413-533-FILM (3456)
TOWERTHEATERS.COM

17 College Street • South Hadley, MA

(413) 532-3600

www.thevillagecommons.com

Discount Shows Every Tuesday!

         Private Parties 

           & Business Meetings

            Just 10 Minutes from 

                Route 202 Rotary.

Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!Dining, Ent�tainment, 
Sh�ping & M
e!

SA
LUTING OUR

B

U S I N E S S E S

LOCALLOCAL

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an AMAZING opportunity to
advertise at a reduced rate!

ONLY $275!
this special section will run in 

ALL 3 PAPERS February 27 issue
The Holyoke Sun, Town Reminder, 

AND Chicopee Register!!! 

Ad Deadline: FEBRUARY 18, 2026
Quarter page ad (5.25" x 9.6") $275

Half page ad (10.75" x 9.6") $460
Full page ad (10.75" x 19.5") $650

$50 SPOT COLOR/$100 FULL COLOR

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

DON'T 
MISS OUT!

THE HOLYOKE SUN,
TOWN REMINDER, & 
CHICOPEE REGISTER

“I think it is the fact that 
our young people, especially 
the ones away from home, 
can come here and feel like 
they’re part of a family.   I 
think for the seniors, it brings 
a lot of life.” 

MacDuffie is a private 
international school with stu-
dents from 19 different coun-
tries represented and is locat-
ed in Granby. 

“Our diversity is the big-
gest part of our school. We 
are all about community, all 
about family, and just about 

everybody knows who every-
one is, and they care about 
everyone and know every-
one.” 

The game was a great 
success, and the seniors and 
MacDuffie students are al-
ready looking forward to an-
other game.

The second part was 
learning the specific vocab-
ulary to describe the tastes, 
smells, textures, and sensa-
tions that occur when you 
eat chocolate. The final part 
of the presentation was to 
taste the chocolate and guess 
which brand and type of 
chocolate it was.

“I love doing this because 
it really is this perfect bal-
ance and blend of education 
and fun. We get to taste and 
eat chocolate and learn about 
a food that we love, and it’s 
really eye-opening because 
people learn how different 
chocolate can be, and why.”

The chocolate selections 
were mostly dark chocolates, 
with a mix of some milk and 
white chocolate varieties, 
and the selections of choc-
olates that were put through 
contests with the Internation-
al Chocolate Awards and the 
Academy of Chocolate. 

The selections of choco-
lates were some of the ones 
that won last November, 
and were deemed the “best” 
chocolates in the world by 
an international panel of ex-
perts. They were also mixed 
with brands of chocolate that 
were local and found in the 
supermarket.

“I love the lightbulb mo-

ments that happen, some-
times more dramatically for 
some, and more subtly for 
others. When people finally 
understand what goes into 
making a chocolate bar, its 
really interesting to take 
something that’s supposedly 
a commonly understood food 
and see it in a whole new 
way. The fact that I can facil-
itate that really excites me,” 
said Wilson. 

The community room 
was packed, and all the peo-
ple who attended enjoyed the 
experience, tasting a variety 
of twelve chocolates and co-
coa nibs. 

“I always make a point in 
the middle when I’m talking 
about the chocolate-tasting 
vocabulary, that there are 
ways to talk about and de-
scribe the chocolate, to say 
there is no right or wrong 
answer, and everyone’s taste 
palate is different. What’s 
interesting is that there usu-
ally is a consensus about the 
chocolates that are enjoyed, 
and it’s interesting because 
people come with so many 
different preferences and 
likes. It’s bringing people 
into one room and having 
people realize and see people 
articulate their experiences,” 
said Wilson. 

SENIORS from page 1

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas 
The students from MacDuffie are ready for a rematch. 

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
The samples of chocolate ready to be reviewed by 
participants.

The delicious varieties and brands of the chocolate offered for 
testing. 

CHOCOLATE from page 1

The game was tight with the Seniors vs MacDuffie students fighting to take the lead. “Good game!”

Don’t let the ball touch the floor. The first-place trophy waiting to go 
to the new victors. 

SOUTH HADLEY/ FLOR 
-ENCE – 35-member semi- 
professional brass ensemble 
to perform a concert on Sun-
day, March 1, at the Bombyx 
Center for the Arts in Flor-
ence.

The Bombyx Brass Col-
lective, a 35-piece semi-pro-
fessional brass choir led by 
Music Director Juli Sansoucy, 

will present their second pro-
gram of the season, Musical 
Flurries, Sunday, March 1, 3 
pm at the Bombyx Center for 
Arts & Equity, 130 Pine St in 
Florence.

A donation of $25 is sug-
gested for the concert.

The program will fea-
ture a variety of popular and 
classical music, including 

“Symphony for Brass and 
Percussion,” music by movie 
composer Hans Zimmer, and 
standards from the rock group 
“Chicago.” The music is sure 
to delight everyone who at-
tends.

To learn more about all 
the other programming at the 
Bombyx Center, visit  www.
bombyx.live.

South Hadley band to host concert


