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Christie crowned as 2026 Grand Colleen

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE — Last Sat-
urday night, the Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Day Commit-
tee named Jadyn Christie of
South Hadley as the 2026
Grand Colleen.

What started as a sold-
out evening dedicated to
celebrating the long-stand-
ing and timeless traditions
of Irish-American heritage
within the Paper City quick-
ly shaped into a historic mo-
ment, and one that all waited
for, the official coronation
of the 2026 Holyoke Grand
Colleen.

As the evening carried
on, and countless awards re-
lated to the testament of the
St. Patrick’s Parade were
celebrated, anticipation only
continued to grow. And af-
ter the five finalists each had
a chance to grace the stage,
with each offering courage
and providing a sense of
confidence, it was clear one
stood out among the pack,
and it was with reverence
and distinction that the title
for 2026 Grand Colleen was
bestowed upon Jadyn Lois

Christie, 19, of South Hadley.

The tone of the eve-
ning shifted to one of re-
membrance and pride once
Christie’s name was called,
she was rushed to the stage
where a moment of pride
unfolded, where she held
her composure, as a sense
of achievement was quick-
ly manifesting before her as
a lifelong childhood dream
soon became reality, as the
ceremonial crystal crown
and hand stitched cape was
bestowed upon her, passing
from the hands of her prede-
cessor, 2025 Grand Colleen
Moira C. Reardon to Chris-
tie, who then took her throne,
as her court assembled along-
side her, ushering in a stand-
ing ovation from the sold-out
room, all while 2026 Parade
President Jim Wildman and
Grand Marshal Michael J.
Moriarty came to the stage to
congratulate Christie, solidi-
fying the new Grand Colleen.

The rest of the 2026 Col-
leen court consists of Paige
Brady Leahy, 19, of Holy-
oke; Bridie Bowler, 22, of

Please see COLLEEN,
page 10

Jadyn Christie, of South Hadley, is elated after learning she is the 2026 Grand Colleen.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kids get to share te Iove W|th

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Gaylord Memorial Library
hosted a special Valentine’s
Day craft where kids got to
spend some time making
hearts out of cut paper and
glue.

“I like making valentines
for all of my friends,” said
Fay, sharing her favorite
thing about the holiday. “We
learned about penguins, too,
and it was a lot of fun.”

Please see VALENTINES,
page 9

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Fay and Roisin, sisters, are having fun making their

valentines.

Small but mighty: How the Skala School
PTA turns fundraisers into big opportunities

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Henry J. Skala School PTA
may be small in numbers,
but its impact on the South
Hadley school communi-
ty is anything but. Through
fundraising, volunteer pow-
er, and a clear commitment
to equity, the PTA plays a
central role in enriching the
school experience for Skala
students and supporting the
educators who serve them.

“Our mission of the Ska-
la School PTA is to enhance
the educational experience
for all children,” said PTA
President Megan Bartlett.
Throughout the school year,
the organization raises funds
to sponsor programs, enrich-
ment activities, classroom
supplies, and field trips,
opportunities that Bartlett
emphasized might not oth-
erwise be accessible to all
families.

One standout initiative is
an after-school art program
created by art teacher Anna
Naiman and sponsored by
the PTA. The program gives
students the chance to expe-
rience the arts “without any

Submitted photo
The Sweetheart Dance was
a wonderful evening for the
students at Skala School.

expense to families,” Bart-
lett said. The PTA has also
partnered with the Hitchcock
Center on the Take It Outside
program, supported in part
by a Michael E. Smith grant,
allowing all grade levels to
participate in hands-on out-
door learning experiences.
Beyond academics, the
PTA works hard to create
affordable, family-friendly

events that double as fund-
raisers for student experi-
ences. This year’s calendar
included an outdoor movie
night, Fall Festival, Festival
of Trees, and the popular
Sweetheart Dance. “All pro-
ceeds for each event direct-
ly go back to the students at
the Skala School to provide
these types of programs,”’
Bartlett said.

The Sweetheart Dance,
the PTA’s most recent event,
was a highlight. Organized
by Samantha Sabbs, a par-
ent and first-grade teacher,
the event was “a huge suc-
cess and well-loved by many
families,” Bartlett said. More
than just a dance, it reflect-
ed the PTA’s broader goal of
fostering connection. “Our
events are meaningful to the
Skala School because they
build relationships and com-
munity,” she added.

This work is powered
largely by volunteers. The
PTA’s current officers—
Bartlett, Sabbs, and Jennifer
Doyle—lead what Bartlett
described as “a small but
mighty PTA,” particularly
after many longtime volun-

Please see SKALA, page 9

A new face in South Hadley
working to make a difference

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley and Granby
Chamber of Commerce wel-
comed a new member into
the Chamber last week, Karl
Mak, owner of Signature Re-
alty, a real estate brokerage.

Mak opened Signature
Realty for the first time in
Enfield, CT in 2015 and re-
cently opened up a new office
in South Hadley on Lyman
Street.

“We have always served
the people in Massachusetts
in Hampshire County, and
this allows us to be closer to
the customers,” said Mak.

The idea came to Mak
to start his own real estate
brokerage while deployed
in the Middle East, and after
returning from his service,
he pursued that dream and
goal to become an agent. He
started from the ground up,
teaching himself and finding
ways to learn more whenever
he could.

“I learned how to be suc-

cessful and bring other peo-
ple on to be successful,” said
Mak. “I bought an office and
invested my own money in
a team, and over the years, I
moved into becoming a bro-
ker and owning a company so
that I can teach my vision of
what it means to be an agent
and pass that down to the cli-
ents.”

Mak’s main goal is to
make sure that all agents who
are a part of Signature Realty
are professional and experi-

Please see FACE, page 7

Submitted photo
State Representative Homar Gomez, Selectboard Jeff Cyr, Armando Roman, Sam Bernash, Karl
Mak, Senator Jake Oliveira, Kasha Bernash cutting the ribbon.

Preparing for an override: STM to address budget

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY — The
Selectboard moved to ap-
prove a vote at Special Town
Meeting next week, Wednes-
day, Feb. 25, with two articles
on the warrant: either to vote
in favor of an override, or
against.

“Right now, the Budget
Task Force recommended
$11 million to cover all we
need, but there are $6 and
$9 million options the Se-
lectboard will be voting on,”

Town Administrator Lisa
Wong said. “It is a common
practice for the Town Meet-
ing to weigh in, as the Se-
lectboard will be able to see
where their support would lie
at different budget levels.”

Overview from the Bud-
get Task Force

The costs of health in-
surance, special education,
transportation, and utilities
have been rising, but the
amount the town has been
earning in revenues has been

decreasing, resulting in a
steep deficit.
The Selectboard was

charged in the summer of
2025 to find a way to navi-
gate and find solutions to the
deficit and to make budget
decisions with the Capital
Planning Committee to re-
view past spending trends,
budgets, and income to figure
out how to then look at the
future.

While the town had to
make many cuts last fiscal
year, the town is looking at
more potential cuts, resulting
in the loss of many programs,
staff, and resources available
to the town.

Please see BUDGET, page 5
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David King announces candidacy
for South Hadley Selectbhoard

proposed for Granby Road

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - The
owner of a 577 Granby Road
property - now occupied by
Taylor Rental and Get Mov-
in’ Fitness & Nutrition - has
asked for Planning Board
site plan approval to build
two new prefabricated metal
buildings behind the existing
commercial building to house
rental professional offices or
other small businesses.

The plan by landowner
Jim Falcone, of TJF’s Prop-
erties, seeks approval to build
two 3,500 square-foot, single
story buildings that will each
contain two units. A new
20-foot-wide access drive-
way along the eastern prop-
erty line will provide access
from Route 202. The site is
bounded on one side by the
Second Baptist Church.

The board began its re-
view on Feb. 9. The site is
located on a parcel zoned for
business.

The site was split in 2005
from a residential/commer-
cial property at 575 Granby
Road. A nursing home facil-
ity abuts both parcels.

The proposed develop-
ment area is surrounded by a
variety of parcels with sever-
al residential and commercial
designations on both sides of
Route 202. It lies within the
mixed-use area as established
by a recent special Town
Meeting vote.

The proposed buildings
would each contain two per-
sonnel doors and two garage
entrances, matching the fea-

tures of the existing build-
ings that also contain garage
doors, large interior spaces
and a metal roof.

Screening may include
planted trees and shrubs,
hedgerows, berms, existing
vegetation and fences.

No new loading docks,
storage areas, dumpsters or
utility buildings visible from
Granby Road are proposed,
according to the stormwater
permit application submitted
by Berkshire Design Group
of Northampton.

“We believe the proposed
project is consistent with
adjacent uses and complies
with the requirements and
standards of the zoning ordi-
nance,” the design firm stated
in its application.

In other business, the
board cleared the way for the
construction of 14 apartments
in seven duplex buildings at
506 Granby Road behind Li-
quor Town.

The board approved the
project’s Business A-1 dis-
trict design guidelines that
require a marked pedestrian
walkway from the store’s
parking lot to the apartment
complex via Conti Drive, a
private road. A pedestrian
bridge with guardrails over a
wetland is required.

The board also approved
a Stormwater Management
Plan and a waiver of rules
for Site Plan Approval un-
der subdivision regulations
governing street construction
because the onsite roadway is
essentially a parking lot.

Also, in an effort that
spanned eight years, the

board gave final approval
to revisions of subdivision
regulations - an effort that
began in 2018, when former
Planning Director Richard
Harris, with the cooperation
of the Pioneer Valley Plan-
ning Commission and nearby
towns, began the long task to
develop model subdivision
regulations.

Regulations are a separate
set of rules that are based on
zoning bylaws. Unlike by-
laws that must be approved
by Town Meeting, changes
to regulations require only a
vote of the Planning Board.

A draft of the regulations
was approved in 2022 and
were further refined from
2022 to 2024. Revisions to
the bylaws governing flex-
ible development common
driveways were rejected by a
Special Town Meeting in No-
vember 2024.

In 2025 the Planning
Board revised the town’s
Accessory Dwelling Unit
(ADU) bylaws to comply
with new state regulations
that require Massachusetts
towns and cities to permit
such housing units in all sin-
gle-family zoning districts.

The board chair, now held
by Diane Mulvaney, must ad-
vertise the new regulations

SOUTH HADLEY
David J. King of 6 Oakley
Estates, South Hadley, MA,
has announced his candida-
cy for one of the two seats
on the Town Selectboard.
The election will take place
during the Town election
on April 14th, 2026. “My
experience as a business
leader with a retail career
over 35 years, dealing with
customer service, budgets,
human resources, and busi-
ness efficiencies, gives me
insight on how best to use
Town resources to its great-
est potential.”

King was very active
with the South Hadley
Music Parents Association
from 2012 to 2017. He
currently serves as a Town
Meeting member and is the
Chair of the By-law Re-
view Committee. In retire-
ment, he volunteers with
the Trustees on their trails
team and is a member of

the Pioneer Valley Hiking
Club. Other interests are
traveling, biking, history,
and gardening.

Born in South Port-
land, ME, he graduated
from South Portland High
School. He then attended
the University of Southern
Maine and the University
of Galway, Ireland, earning
a BS in Business Adminis-

tration.

After graduating, he
joined the management
program at  JCPenney.

During a 30-year career at
JCPenney, working in mul-
tiple stores throughout New
England, he was promoted
to positions of increasing
responsibility. The last 15
years of his JCPenney ca-
reer were as a Store Man-
ager of three multi-million
dollar stores, in Lancaster,
OH, Waterbury, CT, and fi-
nally Holyoke, MA. King
finished his working career

as a Store Manager and
Buyer for Rocky’s ACE
Hardware, and as the Store
Manager at Gardener’s
Supply in Hadley.

King moved to South
Hadley in 2009 and has
been married to Susan
for 33 years. They have
two grown children, both
of whom graduated from
South Hadley High School:
a daughter who graduated
from New York University
with a BFA in Theater and
SOAS, University of Lon-
don with an MA in Histo-
ry, and a son who graduat-
ed from the University of
Maine with a BA in Sociol-
ogy and Political Science
and is currently attending
Medical School in Chicago.

For further information
and to speak with Dave,
please call 860-803-1330
or email davidkingl66@
gmail.com

Enjoying the Magic at the COA

GRANBY - The Granby Council on Ag-
ing hosted a Magic Show, featuring The Mag-
ic of Rich Gilbert, and seniors had the oppor-
tunity to come out for lunch, and enjoy a fun
and entertaining show.

before they can take effect.

After that, the town must re-
vise its official regulations
and publish them on its web-
site - a process that might
affect applications for future
developments.

Applicants are advised to
seek up-to-date guidance be-
fore submitting plans.

Magician Rich Gilbert getting ready for the

Submitted photos

Every magician needs an assistant!

Submitted photos
The proposed buildings at 577 Granby Road are two one-story, prefabricated metal buildings
with a shed roof. They each contain two personnel doors and two garage entrances.

show.

Lenten Lunches return to South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY - For
54 years, the All Saints’
Church Lenten Lunch Com-
mittee has been welcoming
diners from the area com-
munities to meatless lunches
during the Lenten season.
In recent years, All Saints’
has been alternating Friday
luncheon sites during Lent
with St. Patrick’s Church in
South Hadley Falls.

This year, the dates at
All Saints’ Church are Fri-
days: February 20, March
6, and March 20. At St.
Patrick’s Church, lunches
will be available on alter-
nate Fridays: February 27,
March 13, and March 27.

The site plan for the project contains a shaded area that designates an access driveway to the
two proposed new buildings at the rear of the existing buildings that face Granby Road.
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favorite choice for supper.

At All Saints’ Church,
Lenten Lunch chairperson
Laura Marsh says, “Lunch-
es should be ordered in ad-
vance by calling the Parish
Administrator’s  Office at
413-532-8917, Monday
through Thursday between 1
and 5 p.m.”

Prices for each of the
three luncheon offerings
will be available upon re-
quest. Orders can be paid
for by cash or check when
lunches are conveniently
picked up on Fridays in the
church parking area located
off Route 116 behind the
church on Dunlop Place.
Drive up, pick up, and en-
joy our famous lunches
made in our church kitch-

ens on Fridays.

Committee members are
Mary Ann Bail, Joe-Ann
Bourguignon, Cammie Dai-
gle, Miretta Campbell, Sue
Frazier, Michele Pietras, and
Cindy Steinbock. Publici-
ty: Marilyn Gass and Don
Marsh.

This year, the All Saints
menu offers three choic-
es: a lobster roll, chips, a
choice of clam chowder or
vegetable soup, crackers,
and a brownie; a tuna salad
roll, chips, a choice of clam
chowder or vegetable soup,
crackers, and a brownie; and
a choice of clam chowder
or vegetable soup, crackers,
and a brownie.

Proceeds benefit
mission projects.
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South Hadley Chorale to present annual concert

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley Chorale will
present its annual concert on
Sunday, March 15, 2026,
at 3 p.m. in Abbey Memori-
al Chapel at Mount Holyoke
College, South Hadley. The
program includes  Vival-
di’s Gloria, a selection of
inspiring and beautiful spiri-
tuals, and a work by the late
Mount Holyoke College Pro-
fessor of Music, Allen Bonde.
Anita Anderson Cooper con-
ducts the 70-voice chorus and
orchestra. The Hampshire
Young People’s Chorus, un-
der the direction of K.C. Con-
lon, is also featured.

This is Ms. Anderson Coo-
per’s second year as Music
Director of the South Hadley
Chorale. A well-known area

musician, she also directs the
chorus of the Paul R. Baird
Middle School in Ludlow and
conducts the Smith College

(David Hillerby photo)
Music Director Anita Anderson Gooper leads a rehearsal of
the South Hadley Chorale.

Handbell Choir.

The South Hadley Cho-
rale is made up of singers
ranging in ages from their

20s through 90s, from 17 area
communities.

Tickets may be purchased
at the door for $25 general
admission, $20 for senior cit-
izens, and $5 for students and
children. Tickets may also be
purchased prior to the con-
cert day for $20, $15, and $5
from Chorale members; at the
Odyssey Bookshop, South
Hadley; or online at www.
eventbrite.com.

This program is support-
ed in part by grants from
PeoplesBank and the South
Hadley Cultural Council, a
local agency that is supported
by the Massachusetts Cultur-
al Council. For further in-
formation, please visit www.
southhadleychorale.org  or
call 413-533-3833.

Lenten Lunches available at St Patrick’s Church

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Ladies Guild is again offer-
ing Grab and Go lunches with
pick up at the Social Center at
15 School St. This is one of
the Ladies Guild’s main fund-
raisers, with 100% of the net
proceeds going toward schol-
arships and to many charitable

organizations.

Their famous 100% lobster
salad rolls are again available
for $24. White albacore tuna
croissants are $13. Both come
with a choice of clam chowder
or homemade minestrone soup,
a bag of chips, and a cookie.

The lunch dates are as fol-

lows:

February 27 (order and
payment are due by February
22)

March 13 (order and pay-
ment are due by March 8)

March 27 (order and pay-
ment are due by March 22)

Order forms are available

inside the church or on the rec-
tory porch at 30 Main Street,
or you can make your own
form and mail it with a check
payable to St Patrick’s Ladies
Guild to St Patrick’s Church,
30 Main Street, South Hadley,
01075. Please include your
phone number.

South Hadley Democrats to elect state convention delegates

SOUTH HADLEY —
Democrats in South Hadley
will convene in person on Sat-
urday, March 7, 2026, to elect
11 delegates and 4 alternates
to represent our town at the
2026 Massachusetts Demo-
cratic State Convention. The
caucus, which is hosted by
the South Hadley Demo-
cratic Town Committee, will
take place in the Community
Room of the South Hadley
Public Library, 2 Canal Street
in South Hadley. The library
is handicapped accessible.

Caucus sign-in opens at 9:30
a.m., and the caucus will start
at 10 a.m. Those voting must
be in attendance at the cau-
cus. There will be no absentee
or proxy voting at any local
caucus for any reason.

Registered and pre-reg-
istered Democrats in South
Hadley who are 16 years old
by February 19, 2026, may
vote and be elected as dele-
gates or alternates during the
caucus.

Opportunities are avail-
able for youth (age 16 to 35),

people with disabilities, peo-
ple of color, and members of
the LGBTQ+ community not
elected as delegates or alter-
nates to apply to the State
Democratic Committee to be
add-on delegates.

The 2026 Democratic
State Convention will be held
in person on Saturday, May
30, 2026, at the DCU Cen-
ter in Worcester. This year,
delegates will gather to voice
support for the Democratic
nominee for the US Senate
and for Democrats across the

Commonwealth and the na-
tion. Convention and delegate
information is available at:
https://massdems.org/mass-
dems-convention/.

For more information or
to get involved with the South
Hadley Democratic Town
Committee, visit southhad-
leydems.com or email the
Committee at southhadley-
democrats @ gmail.com. Mas-
sachusetts voters may register
to vote or check registration
online at: www.RegisterTo-
VoteMA.com.

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G TRE
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Thankful for all school
resource officers

SOUTH HADLEY -
Happy National School Re-
source Officer Day! A special
day to show appreciation for
school-based law enforce-
ment officers.

We’d like to recognize
School Resource Officer
Helems and School Resource
Officer Faginski. Being an
SRO is a tremendous respon-
sibility. Both Officers work
hard in our schools every day

to form a bridge between the
school community, youth,
and law enforcement. SROs
serve many roles, which
include: mentor, informal
counseling, education, law
enforcement, and support for
those youths in need.

We also appreciate the
South Hadley School District
for recognizing the impor-
tance and value these pro-
grams add to our community.

SCHOOL RESOURCE
OFFICER
APPRECIATION DAY

Submitted photo

School Resource Officers Helems and Faginski serve the
South Hadley school district proudly.

Important dates and
announcements for the town

SOUTH HADLEY -
Keep note of some important
dates coming up for the town
and budgets, budget votes,
and town meetings and elec-
tions.

e February 25, 6 p.m.-

Tentative  Special  Town
Meeting

e March 3, Selectboard
Meeting- Budget Public
Hearing

e March 11, School Com-

mittee Meeting- Budget Pub-
lic Hearing

e March 17, Selectboard
Meeting- Budget Vote

e March 25, School Com-
mittee Meeting- Budget Vote

e March 28, Annual Town
Election and tentative Over-
ride Vote

You can find a tax im-
pact calculator online now at
https://southhadley.org/1504/
Budget-Task-Force.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I have been working
somewhat  consistently
since commencing my
Social Security benefit
income. I've been collect-
ing since my full benefit
age of 66, approximately.
I'm now 81 and custom-
arily, in about October
of each calendar year,
Social Security notifies
me of additional benefits
from my additional work.
Not this year.

1 earned some
$18,000-$19,000 in 2025.
SS advised I did not meet
some 35-year formula. 1
thought that formula just
applied to the original
benefit calculation. Oth-
erwise, one seems cheat-
ed given the SS taxes
paid on income received
after applying for bene-
fits without any consid-
eration for that income.
Please advise me.
Signed: Feeling Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated:
For Your Information,
your Social Security ben-
efit is always based on the
highest 35 years of your
lifetime earnings with
your early years’ earn-
ings automatically adjust-
ed for inflation. And that
formula continues even
after you start receiving
benefits. Social Security
will look at your earnings
each year to see if your re-
cent earnings are among
your highest. If so, they
will automatically recal-
culate your benefit to give
you a higher amount and
pay you retroactively to
the first of that year.
Apparently, in past
years, your more recent
earnings were among
the highest over your
lifetime, which is why
you received those no-
tifications in the fall of
each previous year say-
ing your benefit was ad-
justed based upon recent
earnings. That you didn’t
get a similar notification
this year, means that your
earnings in 2024 were not
among the highest over
your lifetime, so no ad-
justment to your monthly
benefit was appropriate.
Now, to clarify, those
annual notices you re-
ceived in the past always
referred to the preceding

I'm still working; Why didn’t my
benefit amount increase

year — that is, if you re-
ceived a notice in Octo-
ber 2024 of a higher SS
benefit, that was a result
of your 2023 earnings. If
you got no such notice
in October of 2025, that
means that your 2024
income was not among
the highest over your
lifetime. And your 2025
earnings of $18,000 -
$19,000 will likely not
be among your lifetime
highest either, so you
probably won’t get a no-
tice next year either.

It’s important to un-
derstand that your contri-
butions to Social Security,
i.e., the SS payroll taxes
you pay while working,
are not put into a separate
account for you - rather,
they are used to help pay
benefits to all beneficia-
ries.

In other words, just
contributing to SS with
payroll tax from your
work earnings doesn’t
necessarily mean you get
a higher benefit. Your SS
benefit is always based
upon the 35 years in
which you earned the
most, including recent
years if you continue to
work. So, you weren’t
“cheated” that is simply
how the program works
your SS benefit is always
based on your highest 35
years of work earnings,
including recent years,
with earnings from the
early years adjusted for
inflation.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In support of Jeromie Whalen

for Congress

I support Jeromie Wha-
len for Congress. If you ha-
ven’t met Jeromie yet, [ am
sure you will. He is out and
about, meeting people in the
four corners of congressional
district one. He is learning
from and sharing ideas with
the communities in the 413.
He meets people by sitting on
their porch stoops, walking
alongside them, singing with
them at protests, asking ques-
tions, showing in local stores,
sharing a meal at a local din-
er, and more.

How do you get to know
each community and how
federal decisions, federal
actions, and federal inaction
will affect those you care
most about?

Look for Jeromie’s yel-
low van at your Big Y park-
ing lot, look for him at an
event in your community, and
take the time to talk with him

and learn where he stands on
the issues you care about.

His decision not to col-
lect PAC money allows him
the freedom to shape policies
that reflect the community he
represents. His experience
as a teacher is invaluable
in negotiations to create the
best possible outcomes. His
knowledge, skill, ability, and
sense of humor are evident
in the visual material he is
creating to share his policies
and beliefs.

Finally, he is young and is
actively mentoring and learn-
ing from even younger peo-
ple who are part of TEAM
WHALEN. They are the fu-
ture.

These are some of the
reasons why I am supporting
Jeromie Whalen and ask you
to join me.

Marie Rohan
South Hadley

What are shallots, anyway?

hortly after the two part
S column on growing on-

ions, I received a ques-
tion about shallots.

My friend was looking
through a seed catalog and
wanted to know the ins and
outs of growing them.
This topic was a fun
one for me because
it required some re-
search.

Can you be-
lieve that the Gar-
den Lady has never
grown shallots be-
fore? There is an ex-
planation why, with part
of the reason being that I am
not what you’d consider a
fancy cook, and shallots have
their place in fine dining.

The other reason is that
admittedly I never under-
stood the point of shallots —
aren’t they just small onions?
Why would you buy some-
thing special for a recipe if
you had a good old fashioned
onion in the pantry?

As all the cooks in the au-
dience gasp, let me qualify
that statement with the fact
that now I know better.

Shallots are slightly dif-
ferent plants from onions
scientifically. Whereas the
onion goes by the name Al-
lium cepa, shallots are what
you would call a cousin, with
the Latin name Allium cepa
gr. Aggregatum.

Although the flavor hints
of garlic (who is another
more distant cousin), shallots
are sweeter and more mild
than onions, and are a staple
in French and Asian cuisine
where they can be used raw
or cooked. Think delicate
sauces or vinaigrettes.

I laugh when I picture all
of the onion family mem-
bers sitting around at a par-
ty. You’d have the gregarious
onion, the boisterous garlic

and then the cultured shallot,
wearing a beret and speaking
with a French accent.

I’m not sure why my
mind went there, but it was
digression.

a fun

In terms of culture, shal-
lots are similar to onions in
that they can be grown from

both sets or seeds. Seeds
would be started indoors
anytime now through March.
Transplants or sets are best
planted in the garden as soon
as the ground can be worked,
usually early April.

Although shallots mature
smaller than onions, spacing
should still be four-six inches
apart so that they can size up
to their full potential. They
are shallow rooted, so sup-
plemental watering is a must.

When foliage reaches 12
inches, apply a mulch around
the base of each plant to help
conserve moisture and cut
down on weed competition.
Until that point, cultivate
carefully by hand or pull in-
dividual weeds as they pop
up.

Like onions, scallions be-
gin to “bulb up” around the
time of the summer equinox.
Top dressing with fertilizer at
that time is a smart idea.

As summer draws to a
close, shallots will exhibit
similar die back as onions,
whereby the tops begin to
fall over, indicating they
are ready for harvest. If the
weather cooperates, sun cure

on the ground or garden path
for a few days, then move in-
doors to a spot with good air
movement to finish the cur-
ing process.

Once necks have shrunk-
en and dried, cut the tops off
to about one inch above the

bulb and store in mesh bags
as close as you can to the
freezing mark with ample
humidity. One interest-
ing fact I learned from
Fedco Seeds (www.
fedcoseeds.com) is that
if you don’t have a room that
cold, humidity can be adjust-
ed to make up the difference
for proper storage.

For example, best case
scenario dictates that shallots
need 34 degrees at 66 percent
humidity. Say the coldest
you can get your storage spot
is 55 degrees, well then they
would like 45 percent humid-
ity. The closest you can get it
to add up to 100 the better.

I wonder if this theory
holds true for other crops
in storage. My squash and
pumpkin aren’t the happiest
this year, so maybe I will
look into how to manipulate
the environment to avoid
some of the shriveling I am
seeing.

Anyhow, I hope you had
a few chuckles reading this
column and that you might
feel inclined to give shallots,
that cultured onion cousin, a
try this gardening season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

GOTTEN THE KI0S
VAGCINATED /

Don’t let your heart get hacked

SOUTH HADLEY — Met
someone online who might
be the one? If you haven’t
met them in person, make
sure it’s not a romance scam!

Scammers don’t always
ask for money up front.
Sometimes, they start by flat-
tering you and claiming they
feel a romantic connection.
Once you feel comfortable
with them, they’ll convince
you to send money, purchase
gift cards, or invest in crypto-
currency.

Don’t get sweet-talked
into a romance scam.

Romance scams are also
called confidence fraud; a
criminal uses a fake online
identity to gain a victim’s
trust and affection. The
scammer convinces the vic-
tim they have real feelings
for them, either romantic or
a close relationship. How-
ever, this is a ruse that they
ultimately exploit to trick the
victim into sending money,
personal or financial infor-
mation, items of value, or
unknowingly launder money

for them.

In early 2026, the FBI’s
Boston Division reported
that for the year 2025, more
than 700 victims across Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island,
Maine, and New Hampshire
reported losing approximate-
ly $20 million to romance
scams. And these num-
bers may not be telling the
whole story, as oftentimes
victims are too embarrassed
or ashamed to report it to
law enforcement, family, or
friends. In 2024, the FBI’s
Internet Crime Complaint
Center (IC3) collected near-
ly 18,000 confidence and
romance fraud reports from
victims across the U.S. for a
total loss nationwide of more
than $672 million.

They use well-rehearsed
or scripted schemes to de-
ceive vulnerable individuals
looking for love or com-
panionship. Some romance
scammers use Al-generated
content—images, videos,
voices—to help them and
their profiles appear more

believable and to assist for-
eign criminals with language
translation, which can ex-
pand their scheme on a much
larger scale against numerous
individuals around the world.

After establishing a con-
nection, romance scammers
use different tactics to keep
their hooks in and convince
their victims to do whatever
they ask. They may quickly
endear themselves to gain
trust, sometimes proposing
marriage. The scammers of-
ten make plans to meet in
person, but the con turns into
one excuse after another, such
as work on overseas projects,
making it too difficult to trav-
el. These tales make it easi-
er for them to avoid actually
meeting in person while also
appearing disappointed.

Be careful about what you
post publicly online. Scam-
mers use details shared on-
line to better understand and
target you, and could even-
tually use that information
against you.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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SOUTH HADLEY
— Police Chief Jennifer
Gundersen will be hosting
several office hours around
town between now and the

Chief Gundersen lists office hours

end of March.

e February 24, 5 to 6:30
p-m., at the South Hadley
Public Library

e March 6, 10:30 a.m. to

noon, at the South Hadley
Council on Aging

e March 25, noon to 1:30
p-m., at Newton Manor

BUDGET from page 1

With an anticipated $3
million gap in the budget
for FY27, the town is being
forced to look at alternative
options, including an over-
ride. The amount of the over-
ride, however, will determine
whether or not certain ser-
vices can be kept.

“South Hadley is fac-
ing a structural deficit, and
the override discussions are
about stabilizing core town
and school services over the
next several years,” said Su-
perintendent Jennifer Voyik.
“This is not unique to South
Hadley, as many communi-
ties across Massachusetts are
experiencing similar pres-
sures.”

Multiple options are be-
ing put forth at STM for town
meeting members to vote on,
and they include $6 million
over three years, $9 million
over four years, and $11 mil-
lion over five years.

If the override question is
passed, it will appear on the
April 14 ballot to be voted to
pass on to the Annual Town
Meeting.

A town tax override will
allow the town to permanent-
ly increase its property tax
levy beyond the annual 2.5%
limit mandated by Proposi-
tion 2 %2 in Massachusetts.
For example, if the $6 million
is chosen, there will be an
increase in property taxes by
a total of $6 million, phased
out over the three-year peri-
od. The same is for the op-
tions for $9 million and $11
million.

The override option cho-
sen will determine what the
town has to cut, or not, with
the $11 million override op-
tion making it so the town can
keep all of its existing ser-
vices at full capacity, includ-
ing the schools for special
education and transportation,
sports, extracurriculars, and
more, as well as the libraries,
first responders in both dis-
tricts, staff at the town hall,
the senior center, and more.

“First and foremost, we
know that this is an incredi-
bly difficult ask during a time
when a lot of our residents

are feeling squeezed in many
areas of their lives, and I want
to stress the importance that
this is about bringing choice
to the voters,” said Wong. ...
This is something we want
people to choose as we have
to limit the services offered to
the community, and we want
to ask folks about what they
value and what they want to
support with the precious re-
sources that they have.”

You can find more infor-
mation about what the Bud-
get Task Force has found,
including the past recordings
of their meetings on the town
website under Budget Task
Force. There is also a vid-
eo series available to give
easy-to-understand informa-
tion on the budget itself and
how it works.

Effects on the schools

The school district is fac-
ing significant personnel cuts,
including 20 student-facing
positions, and two adminis-
trative positions, which could
result in larger class sizes and
fewer activities for students.

Other reductions in the
schools include elimination
of all sports and extracurric-
ular activities, reductions to
advanced placement courses,
honors, and elective course
offerings, and more.

“We are doing our best
to support the schools, and
whether we have kids in the
school system or not, the
quality of education affects...
[everything]. It’s incredibly
important to the next set of
leaders, and I want to empha-
size that the schools are very
much a top priority for town
and school officials because
we see their importance in the
community,” said Wong.

Effects on the town

The upcoming effects on
the town and schools will
result in drastic cuts to the
schools, but the other areas of
the town will greatly benefit
the town and its well-being.

These include the South
Hadley Public Library and the
Gaylord Memorial Library,
Department of Public Works,
Recreation (including Ledges
Golf Course), Police Depart-
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Irish Pub

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, Sunday, Saturday,
Feb. 2Ist Feb. 22nd Feb. 28th
6-9pm 2-5pm 6-9pm
Jeff Jim McArdle & Baird
. Blaney | Jerry Murphy Souls 2

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyolfﬁa
413-543-0791
donovanspub.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ® Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 » Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ® South Hadley

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
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@ theroadhousecafe

theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

ment, Town Clerk, Treasur-
er/Collector, Senior Center,
Planning and Conservation
Commission, Building and
Inspections Department, the
Town Administrator, Board
of Health, Selectboard, An-
imal Control, Veteran’s Ser-
vices Agent, and the Board of
Assessors.

“The reason we have done
so much in bringing volun-
teer residents together is that
we can’t do it alone without
their help. We know that the
library, Senior Center, and
the schools provide support
and are a huge part of peo-
ple’s quality of life, but we
want to be transparent about
what they cost,” said Wong.

Important dates and infor-
mation

The community is strong-
ly encouraged to educate
themselves on the work the
Budget Task Force has done
to analyze and come up with
possible solutions ahead of
the Feb. 25 Special Town
Meeting. You can find more
on the town’s website at
www.southhadley.org/1504/
Budget-Task-Force.

The School Committee
will be hosting a communi-
ty meeting on Monday, Feb.
23, about the school’s budget
at Michael E. Smith Middle
School at 6 p.m., and all are
encouraged to attend with
questions.

The Special Town Meet-
ing will be held at the high
school on Feb. 25 at 6 p.m.
in the High School Audito-
rium. The STM is to vote
whether or not an override
will occur, with two action
items on the Warrant. The
Warrant is currently available
to view on the town website.
Mar. 4 is the next School

Committee  meeting, and
Mar. 11 will be the School’s
Public Budget Hearing.

“The best way to prevent
misinformation is for resi-
dents to engage directly in the
process and rely on the offi-
cial presentations and posted
materials,” said Voyik.

Turkeys came to vzszt

A gaggle of turkeys huddling together in the snow.

Submitted photo

Granby Democratic Town Committee
to hold Annual Caucus

GRANBY - The Granby
Democratic Town Committee
will hold a caucus on Febru-
ary 28 at 11 a.m. at the Gran-
by Free Public Library, 297
East State Street.

The committee will elect
four delegates and four al-
ternates to the 2026 Massa-
chusetts Democratic Conven-
tion, where Democrats from
across Massachusetts will

gather to endorse candidates
for statewide office. The Con-
vention will be held on May
29 and 30 at the DCU Center
in Worcester.

The Democratic Commit-
tee welcomes participants.
The caucus is open to all, but
only Democrats registered in
Granby can run for delegate.
Registration will begin at
10:30 a.m., and the Caucus

will start at 11.

The committee normally
meets on the fourth Saturday
of the month at the Granby
Free Public Library. For more
information on the caucus or
the committee please contact
Tobias Wilson at

chair@granbydemocrats.
com or visit their website at
www.granbydemocrats.com.

lerary seeks food donations

The South Hadley Public Library has a food drive going, and is accepting food, diapers,
hygiene items, and other items to be delivered to Neighbors Helping Neighbors.

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

Tuesday Night epm

Pitch Night

$5 per person

Wednesday Night 6:30pm

Bar Bingo
Thursday Night 7-10pm

Karaoke by
New England Disc Jockeys

F riday N ight starts at 7:30 pm
Trivia Night $5 per person

7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts Raffle
$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

February 21st 7-10pm
Live Music by Kitchen Jam

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

-

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

LOT#(NAME)(#OF PALLETS):

16390(M. Corbin)(
16395(T. Brunelle)

16490(J. Torres)(1
16504

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE
Saturday, February 28, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.
42 Main Street, Holyoke, MA
* All Sales Cash * Immediate Removal Day Of Sale
FURNITURE, APPLIANCES, TVS AND OTHER ITEMS

13689(S. Lemieux)(4): 15696(D. Mendez)(2): 15750(C. Payne)(6):
15833(J. Wilson)(3): 15901(Z. Rodriguez-Delgado)(1):
15935(E. Santana)(1): 16118(N. Reyes)(1): 16119(J. Pelkey)(3):
16127(J. Rivera)(2): 16153(A. Taylor)(1): 16163(J. Jackson)(6):
16172(C. Acevedo)(1): 16177(C. Pacheco)(1): 16182(J. Pizaro)(2):
16221(J. Cartagena)(6): 16229(L. Girard)(3): 16243(K. Greenleaf)
(13): 16255(M. Rodriguez-Hernandez)(1): 16261(T. Rodriguez)
(1): 16279(L. St Marie)(1): 16297(A. Musiak)(4): 16301(J. Healy)
(3): 16303(E. Nunez)(2): 16314(J. Perez)(4): 16319(C. Wojcik)
(1): 16320(R. Gould)(1): 16321(R. Gould)(1): 16325(K. Maxfield)
(1): 16332(R. Webster)(1): 16339(M. Rivera)(2): 16370(A. Perez)
(2): 16371(J. Doe)(1): 16372(R. Tolisano)(1): 16381(S. Howe)(8):
1): 16392(S. Bostock)(1): 16394(E. Pike)(2):

( (8): 16427(L. Kielson)(2): 16430(l. Marin)(3):
16465(S. Cibelli)(7): 16480(L. Jones)(4): 16487(R. Timmons)(2):

(. ): 16495(W. Turner)(9): 16503(C. Kellett)(3):

(E. Emerling)(2): 16506(C. Porter)(3): 16535(T. Paradise)(2):
16542(J. Moon)(1): 16545(I. Robinson)(6): 16547(C.Bourelle)(3):
16551(C.Hardy)(1): 16559(D.Singletary)(4):
16566(B.Madewell)(1): 16569(L.Stamatiou)(2):
16575(G.Germaine)(2): 16577(J. Peltier)(3): 16581 (K. Lane)(6):
16585(A. Eggleston)(1): 16598(S. Tyson)(6): 16601(V. Provost)(1):
16608(C. Tenerowicz)(1): 16609(M. Rodriguez)(1):

16613(C. Doucette)(3): 16615(D. Beths at Grafton Street)(1):
16623(M. Torres)(1): 16627(B. Merchant)(3)

I-'WE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and

Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

duing on by The Readhoure Cafe!
Specials Are Served All Week
And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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Rams head for Western Mag

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY-The Granby
girls’ soccer team has won
the last two Western Mass.
Class D championship titles.

Most of the soccer play-
ers are also members of the
Lady Rams basketball team,
which hasn’t won a Western
Mass. title since 2007.

The top-seeded Lady
Rams hoop team advanced
to the Western Mass. Class
D finals after dispatching
the fifth-seeded Pioneer Val-
ley Regional Lady Panthers,
61-23, in a semifinal game
played at Sullivan Gymnasi-
um, last Friday night.

“This is the first time
that the basketball team will
be playing in the Western
Mass. finals since I've been
a member of the team, which
feels really good,” said ju-
nior Kalli White. “Almost all
the players on the basketball
team also play soccer, so we
already have experienced
playing in a championship
game. We always wanted to
win a Western Mass. title in
basketball. *

Granby (17-3), who beat
eighth-seeded Smith Acad-
emy, 55-42, in the quarterfi-
nals, was scheduled to face
third-seeded Pioneer Valley
Christian Academy in the
Class D finals.

“I'm extremely happy
for these girls,” said Granby
head coach Dave Padavano.

Kalli White heads down the court on a breakaway.

“They’ve worked very hard all
season long and they deserve
it.”

Back in 2007, the Lady
Rams, who were also the
top-seeded team, defeated Lee,
62-46, in the Western Mass.
Division 3 finals at the historic
Curry Hicks Cage located on
the UMass Amherst campus.

White, who scored her
1000th career point during the
regular season, has compiled
more than 100 points (goals

+ assists) on the soccer pitch.
She’ll enter her senior season
with 90 career goals and 21 ca-
reer assists.

White, who also excels on
the lacrosse field, finished the
semifinal basketball game with
a total of 34 points and 10 re-
bounds.

“Kalli plays well in almost
every game, and we can’t take
her for granted,” Padavano
said. “She’s a very special bas-
ketball player.”

White came out of the
game with 1:28 remaining in
the third quarter and she didn’t
play during the fourth quarter.
She finished with a total of 15
field goals, which were mainly
lay-ups and inside hoops, along
with four foul shots.

“Most of the time, the op-
posing teams would clog the
paint, which makes it a lot
harder to score,” White said.
“They left it open in tonight’s
game, which allowed me to do

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

my thing. I also received a lot
of nice passes from my team-
mates.”

The Lady Rams’ only oth-
er double digit scorer against
the Lady Panthers was junior
Brenna Moreno, who scored
10 of her 13 points in the sec-
ond half. All three of the Lady
Rams 3-pointers were made by
Moreno, who also plays three
sports, has racked up close to
50 career points as a member
of the soccer team.
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Eleanor Szlosek goes for
the three-pointer.

Please see FINALS, page 7

Taconic defeats Chicopee co-op hockey

HOLYOKE - Last Wednes-

Landon Johnson hustles up the right side of the ice.

day evening, Taconic defeated
Chicopee in ice hockey action
6-1. Braydon LaDuke scored
Chicopee’s lone goal in the
matchup, as the Pacers fell to
1-12-2 on the season. Chicop-
ee’s regular season finale was
against Agawam and high-
lights from that matchup will
be in next week’s edition.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Owen Buchanan sends

the shot away.

Dylan Haryasz fires the
puck away.

Braydon LaDuke looks for an opening to pass.

Aiden Nadeau heads off the puck.
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Springfield Thunderbirds outslug lowa Wild on road

DES MOINES, IA - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(18-24-4-2) once again post-
ed a prolific offensive show-
ing, outpacing the Iowa Wild
(13-28-4-1) for a roller-coast-
er 8-6 victory on Saturday
night inside Casey’s Center
in Des Moines.

The opening 20 min-
utes were a roller coaster of
emotions for both teams and
their fans. Operating a man
down in the opening minutes,
the T-Birds still managed to
break the ice, as Otto Sten-
berg beat Cal Petersen with
a wrister from the left circle
at 1:20 of the period, making
it 1-0.

Normally a very disci-
plined team, Springfield

succumbed to another pen-
alty two minutes later, and
Towa made them pay as Tyler
Pitlick jabbed a backhand re-
bound over Georgi Romanov
to tie the game, 1-1, at 3:53.

Springfield quickly coun-
tered at 6:36, as Quinton
Burns flipped a wrister that
glanced off Zach Dean’s
blade, skipping through Pe-
tersen to make it a 2-1 game
in the T-Birds’ favor. Jakub
Stancl followed up 3:10 lat-
er with his second goal in as
many days, finishing off a
2-on-1 pass from Hugh Mc-
Ging to extend Springfield’s
lead to 3-1.

Like an evening ago,
though, the Wild refused to
go away, and Pitlick cashed

in on his second of the period
off a 2-on-1 setup by Hunter
Haight to make it a 3-2 game
at 15:14.

The one-goal deficit was
short-lived for the Wild, as
Thomas Bordeleau stripped
the puck from an Iowa de-
fender and rifled home a
perfect shot past Petersen’s
blocker at 15:43 to make it
4-2. The goal was Borde-
leau’s first in a T-Birds uni-
form.

With just precious sec-
onds remaining in the period,
the Wild again responded in
kind, as Nic Aube-Kubel set
up Jack Peart in the left cir-
cle for a buzzer-beating tal-
ly in the midst of a delayed
Springfield penalty, sending

Iowa into the break trailing
by just a goal at 4-3.

Yet, despite the potential
momentum changer from
Peart, Springfield quickly re-
sponded to begin the middle
frame, as Chris Wagner went
to a knee to guide a power
play feed from Matt Luff in
behind Petersen at 1:32 of the
second, making it 5-3.

The T-Birds’ defense sta-
bilized after the chaos of the
first, and the offense contin-
ued its confident weekend,
as Theo Lindstein cashed
in for the second time in
two games, punching a shot
through Petersen’s glove side
at 9:15 off another Luff assist
to push the lead to 6-3.

Springfield’s power play

added to their tally when Mi-
chael Buchinger whistled a
shot through the legs of Wil-
liam Rousseau, who entered
the net in place of Petersen to
begin the third. Buchinger’s
fifth of the season gave the
T-Birds a 7-3 advantage.
Even facing a huge deficit,
the Wild continued to scratch
and claw. A pair of Spring-
field penalties opened the
door for Iowa, and the home
side took full advantage as
Dylan Gambrell cashed in on
a rebound to the right of Ro-
manov at 8:04 to make it 7-4.
David Jiricek followed
with a slap shot from the
blue line that caromed in
behind Romanov at 12:47,
and the Springfield lead

shrank to 7-5.

Things got even hairier
for the T-Birds when Caedan
Bankier got to his own re-
bound at 16:32 to beat Roma-
nov along the near side, and
Towa incredibly got the lead
shaved down to a single goal,
7-6.

In the end, though, Io-
wa’s miraculous comeback
attempt came up one tally
short, as Luff delivered a
much-needed empty net goal
with 26 seconds remaining to
seal the win. Luff and Stancl
each finished their evenings
with a goal and two assists,
and Springfield’s eight goals
from eight different players
set a club record for most
goals in a game on the road.
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Freshman Rowan Cook
(4 points), who’s a member
of the cross country and soft-
ball teams began the game
with an inside hoop before
White scored the next seven
points.

Holding a 9-0 lead in the
middle of the opening quar-
ter, Pioneer Valley finally
broke the ice with back-to-
back 3-pointers by senior Ky-
ler McClelland. (11 points).

The Rams reeled off the
next 19 points, which gave
them a commanding 28-6
lead with 1:25 left in the first
half.

Pioneer Valley freshman
Maggie Tsipenyuk scored the
final four points of the half.

White scored 16 points in
the third quarter. She made a
lay-up with 2:25 left in the
third quarter giving the home
team a 48-12 lead.

Kalli’s younger sister,
Kara, who’s a freshman, also
made a lay-up in the fourth
quarter, which were her only
points.

Rounding out the box
score for the home team were
junior Meredith Bartosz (1
point), freshman Ari Mislak
(2 points), junior Eleanor Sz-
losek (2 points), and senior
Kaitlyn Curran (3 points).

SOUTH HADLEY -
After a very tough season
that saw South Hadley
High School girls basket-
ball take on a much tough-
er schedule in their new
league, the Tigers moved
to the cusp of a Western
Massachusetts Class B ti-
tle with a win over Fron-
tier Regional in the semifi-
nals of the tournament.

South Hadley also is
now 10-10 on the season
after going through most
of the season below .500.

In a 62-60 win on the
road, South Hadley en-
tered the final frame tied
with Frontier 44-44, but

Tigers edge way
into WMass finals

Cara Dean led the offense
in the final frame. She
would lead the Tigers with
22 points for the game,
with Kate Phillips notch-
ing 14 points. Olivia Athas
added 12 points and Tay-
lor Bullough scoring 11
points.

South Hadley was
scheduled to meet a fa-
miliar foe in Pittsfield
in the Western Mass. fi-
nals. Highlights from that
matchup will be in next
week’s edition.  South
Hadley will move into
the state tournament next
week with seeds being an-
nounced this Saturday.

Support
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enced, and know everything
there is to know about the real
estate field.

“They are trusting us
with a giant milestone in
their lives: buying a home. I
want my agents to be better
equipped to give that infor-
mation up front, so that the
client feels comfortable doing
business with that agent, and
knows every step of the way,”
said Mak.

His family immigrated to
Massachusetts from Poland
and legally obtained citizen-
ship in 1996, and Mak has
worked hard to provide a bet-
ter life for his family and to
provide for his father the way
he provided for him.

The desire to provide for
his family translated into the
mission statement of Signa-
ture Realty, where he made
it a point to ensure that any-
one who joined the company
would be able to provide a
service that would be able to
benefit other families.

“We perfected the S.E.E
Method, Simplicity, Effec-
tiveness, and Efficiency, and
our core values to prioritize
the agent so they can go and
sell and do well without wor-

rying about anything else,”
said Mak.

These include ways to
streamline agent work by
having an admin person in-
house to work with the agents
for paperwork, which then
helps agents move to new cli-
ents more effectively, paying
agents within 24-48 hours, an
in-house social media person,
and installing signs in the
ground for their agents.

The company currently
has 40 agents as of the past
year and a half, and Mak is
looking forward to the ways
the company will be able to
continue to grow.

“I’d like to thank Steve
Laplante, and I think he did
a phenomenal job in leading
the Chamber, and I think it
has grown significantly be-
cause of his leadership,” said
Mak. “To me, and having him
be a fellow real estate broker,
it means a lot that he was able
to put on the hat of President
of the Chamber and welcome
in almost a competition. That
selfless action really captured
who he is and what he’s done
for the community.”

The business was packed
with people to support the
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Submitted photos

Karl Mak, Mortgage Lender Tom Roark, Lana Ochs, Area
Manager for Annie Mac, and Mortgage Lender Ken Askins.

new member of the Chamber
and the new business, wel-
coming him into the commu-
nity. A part of the gathering
included Senator Jake Olivei-
ra and State Representative
Homar Gomez, and Mak said
he was “thankful that they
came out and made the time
to be there with us.”

“Given the opportunity to

network within the communi-
ty with other business owners
is a wonderful opportunity,
and a lot of the Chamber’s
mission is to help people grow
in that space,” said Mak. “It’s
always good to network with
other local businesses, and to
help other small businesses
and charities. That means a
lot to us.”

State Representative Homar Gomez, Business Partner at
Signature, Armando Roman, Building Owner Sam Bernash,
Karl Mak, Senator Jake Oliveira.

The ribbon is cut, and Signature Realty in South Hadley is

officially open!

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC .
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867

TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 T
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

February 20, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD WANTED TO BUY
FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00 :I!-I;- ;-,'-'JF"F'“’"E:N‘-}'QS

All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

A Gall We Haul HOME
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it. CHAMELEON
413-531-1936 PAINTING & REMODELING
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

WANTED!
CASH for:

. ALWAYS BUYING

* Machinist tools, power tools .

& orap o, ALL ANTIQUES:
* Electronics & Audio Equipment. Musical  instruments,  guitars,
* Sports Cards. horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
* 70s/80s/90s Toys. tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,

* Antiques & Collectibiles.

military cameras, sports memo-
Much, much more!

rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or entire

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

estate. 0
Find archives of this Call Paul 413-206-8688 (413) 687‘5552
local newspaper at \_ J
www.newspapers.turley.com
TAX SERVICES

TAX

2026
TIME

pX
NCOMET o
V

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

Call For An RS
4 1 3-96 7-8 364 Appointment ﬁﬁﬁz

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

#4257 FAaAAa L7=4
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

T 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
o www.FastTax-MA.com
=5 Free E-File & Direct Deposit

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls —
Qil and Gas, AC service also.
413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
. S Quabbin——
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 m 50,500 .
9 10 1 12 %ﬂl
13 14 15 16 ng Bﬁ
17 18 19 20 A q .
21 st | 22 swapics| 23 e s 24 bae i “n
2 st | 26 gl 27 st 28 weris| | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
2 Basganes | 30 Basgiiog| 31 Bgriss| 32 B0
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Pees | 34 Pt | 39 Pt 36 | for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
7 | 38 | 30 | 40 e
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

HUBBARDSTON

NEW BRANTREE
WiEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD|

ot
GROOKFIELD

BRINFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME COUNCIL ON AGING
CLERICAL AIDE
$20-$22 per hour based on experience.
6 hours per week. Application and com-
plete job description are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is

open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking
for a PART-TIME PROGRAM ASSIS-
TANT for the Senior Center. Please submit
a resume with a letter of interest to the Se-
lectmen’s Office, 215 North Main
St., North Brookfield, MA 01535; or
by email to: selectmen@northbrook-
field.net.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET.
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry,
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

| eSS |
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE

FRIDAY AT NOON
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» Legal Notices

TOWN Reminder

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
MASSACHUSETTS
BOARD OF HEALTH
SETS REGULATION PRO-
HIBITING
THE MANUFACTURING,
SALE, AND DISTRIBUTION
OF SYNTHETICALLY
DERIVED CANNABINOIDS,
SYNTHETIC KRATOM
UNREGULATED NOVEL
INTOXICATING PROD-
UCTS

Town of South Hadley reg-
ulations prohibiting the man-
ufacturing, sale, and distribu-
tion of synthetically derived
cannabinoids, synthetic kra-
tom unregulated novel intox-
icating products were passed
by the South Hadley Board
of Health. Copies may be ob-
tained at the Board of Health
Office.

Karen Walsh Pio, Chair

Tony Judge, Vice Chair

Charles Scott, Clerk

Michael Rosner, MD

Stephen Frantz
02/20/2026

Town of South Hadley
Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

The Planning Board will hold
a public hearing on Monday,
March 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM to
consider a repeal and replacement
of the South Hadley Zoning By-
law Chapter 255-91 Floodplain
Regulations. The public hearing
will be held in a hybrid format
with in-person attendance at the
South Hadley Council on Aging,
Multipurpose Room, 45 Dayton
Street, South Hadley. Virtual at-
tendance is also welcome through
the Zoom Webinar platform via
the following login:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86301770371?pwd=
s051CnlzUBbQGX1Zd7RRqqgr
2UbdIx.1

Join by phone: (646) 558 8656

Webinar ID: 863 0177 0371;

Passcode: 766965

The proposed bylaw amend-
ment is on file in the Planning
and Conservation Department
at Town Hall, Room U6, 116
Main Street, South Hadley, and
is available to the public for
review between the hours of
8:30AM and 4:00PM. Materials
are also available online at https://
southhadley.org/1318/Proposed
Draft-Bylaws under “Floodplain
Regulations”.

Any person interested in or
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the date
and time specified and in the
manner designated. This notice
is filed pursuant to MGL c40A,
sec. 5.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board
02/20, 02/27/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS26P0040EA
Estate of:
James Arthur Corey

Also known as:
James A. Corey
Date of Death: 10/05/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Jacqueline L Reardon of South
Hadley, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Jacqueline L Reardon of South
Hadley, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve With Per-
sonal Surety on the bond in un-
supervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 03/09/2026. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance and objection if
you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days
of the return day, action may
be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: February 06, 2026
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
02/20/2026

Town of South Hadley
Planning Board

Notice of Public Hearing

The Planning Board will hold
a public hearing on Monday,
March 9, 2026 at 6:30 PM to
consider an application for Site
Plan Review and Stormwater
Management Permit filed by
James Falcone c/o TJF Prop-
erties LLP to construct two (2)
3,500 square foot one-story of-
fice buildings and associated
parking lot and stormwater man-
agement system on a parcel with
an existing commercial building
at 577 Granby Road, South Had-
ley, Massachusetts, Assessor’s
Map 32, Parcel 42, within the

Business A-1 zoning district.

The application is filed pur-
suant to South Hadley Zoning
Bylaw Chapter 255 Article XII
Site Plan Review; Chapter 255
Use and Dimensional Regula-
tion Schedules; and Chapter 200
Stormwater Management of the
South Hadley General Bylaws.

The public hearing will be held
in a hybrid format with in-person
attendance at the South Hadley
Council on Aging, Multipurpose
Room, 45 Dayton Street, South
Hadley. Virtual attendance is
also welcome through the Zoom
Webinar platform via the follow-
ing login:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86301770371?pwd
=s051CnlzUBbQGX1Zd7RRqq
gr2UbdIx.1

Join by phone: (646) 558 8656

Webinar ID: 863 0177 0371;

Passcode: 766965

The application is on file in
the Planning and Conservation
Department at Town Hall, Room
U6, 116 Main Street, South Had-
ley, and is available to the public
for review between the hours of
8:30AM and 4:00PM. Plans are
also available online at www.
southhadley.org/1179/Site-Plan-
Review under “Granby Road
(577) - Professional Office
Space”.

Any person interested in or
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the date
and time specified and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
02/20, 02/27/2026

GRANBY
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with MGL Ch.
40A, Sec. 11, the Granby Plan-
ning Board will hold a public
hearing on March 9, 2026, at
5:50 PM, at 1 Library Lane,
Old Carnegie Library, Top Floor,
Granby, MA. The nature of the
hearing is to consider the peti-
tion of Smith — Merrill Inc dba
Dressels Service Station (Ap-
plicant) / Merrill Holdings LLC
(Owner), seeking a Special Per-
mit with Site Plan Approval for
a used auto sales in addition to
current use of automotive re-
pair, under Sections 6.2 and 6.3
of the Granby Zoning Bylaws
and applicable of Section III —
Use Regulations, 3.5.10 — Sale
of used motor vehicles at 161
West State Street, and known as
Assessors’ Map 3-C-10-1, in the
General Business Zoning Dis-
trict.

The complete applications
and plans are available for public
inspection during regular busi-
ness hours (9:00AM — 3:00 PM,
Monday-Thursday, and 9:00AM
—12:00 PM Fridays at the Select
Board’s Office located in the
Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State
Street, Granby, MA 01033.

Anyone wishing information
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and
place designated.

James Trompke, Chair
Granby Planning Board
02/20, 2/27/2026

LET’S
WORK

Jamie Joslyn

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic
person interested in selling
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.

Join Our Team!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications
Send resume & cover letter to:

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

TOGETHER

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.
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Offering a
competitive

commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

VALENTINES from page 1

“I love being with my
family and spending time
with them,” said Roisin,

Fay’s sister.

The children’s room was
filled with kids and their
caregivers to make some-
thing special for the ones

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Mac and his friend Terrie are making a

heart with his favorite colors.
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that they love, and remem-
bering the true meaning of
Valentine’s Day is to share
and spend time with the peo-
ple who matter most.

Junot is showing his heart proudly and

repping his love for Pokémon, too.

Little Mac’s finished heart.

All the tools needed to make a beautifully
unique Valentine.

SKALA from page 1

teers transitioned to Mosi-
er School. Still, parent
involvement remains essen-
tial. “Without volunteers,
these events wouldn’t hap-
pen,” Bartlett said, noting
that continued engagement
is key to sustaining pro-
grams year after year.

The PTA works close-
ly with administrators and
teachers at the Henry J. Ska-
la School to identify needs

and set priorities. Teachers
regularly reach out for help
with supplies or support for
events like field day and
picture day. Ensuring ac-
cess is central to that mis-
sion. “We want all students
to be able to experience ev-
ery event regardless of the
ability to pay,” Bartlett said,
adding that scholarships are
available for families with
financial need.

Like many school orga-
nizations, the Skala PTA

faces challenges, particu-
larly rising field trip and
transportation costs. “Bus-
ing cost is extremely expen-
sive,” Bartlett said, noting
that providing no-cost field
trips has become more dif-
ficult, along with securing
nursing coverage for trips.

Even so, the PTA re-
mains committed to finding
solutions—and to making
sure no Skala student is left
behind.

CLUES ACROSS 39. People 65 and over GLUES DOWN

1. Cut quickly 41, Small amount 1. Brushed

5. A way to state 42. Daughter of 2. Small water spirit
clearly Acrisius (Germ.)

11. River in NE 44. Ornamental box 3. Heroes
Scotland 45. Government agents 4. Monetary units

14. Expansive
15. Lacking social

polish a satiny finish 6. Free-swimming
16. Amount of time 51. Treeless plains invertebrate
17. Frame 55. One’s sense of 7. Litigates
19. Automobile self-importance 8. Outer

20. Toadstools
21. High school dances

22. Utilize 61. Body part 11. Cross 52. The leading

23. Experimented with ~ 62. Can be persuaded ~ 12. A way to remove performer

25. One-sided 64. Woman (French) 13. Pages can he 53. Protein

27. Acquisitive 65. Ready and willing dog-__ 54. “Gunga Din” script
31. Potted plants to be taught 18. Ukrainian city writer

34. Everyone has one  66. Arab ruler title 24. A citizen of Denmark  57. Art __, around 1920
35. Kalahari Desert 67. Unhappy 26. Month 58. __ Blyton, children’s

lake
38. Unidentified flying
object

away

46. Uncertain
49. A cotton fabric with

56. Consumer advocate
60. Type of lounger

68. Gradually went

share theirs

9. Parallelograms

28. Hindu queens

29. Group of chemicals
69. Able to think clearly 30. Rider of Rohan

5. Some don’t want to

10. Uneasy feelings

31. Wet dirt

32. Southwestern Russia
city

33. Observed

36. Angry

37. Drivers’ licenses

39. Musical composition

40. Auction

43.They __

45. Women

47. Be filled with love for

48. Thick-soled sock

49. Appears

50. Old World lizard

author
59. Abnormal breathing
63. A place to rest
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COLLEEN from page 1

Holyoke; Anna Mary Evans,
22, of Holyoke; and Olivia
Rose Royland, 20, of Holy-
oke.

This was a moment she
had been waiting for all her
life.

“Honestly, I am speech-
less; this is just a shock to
me,” Christie said. “But I
also want to add that I'm so
proud of all my fellow col-
leens, like let it be known we
were all fantastic tonight, I
love working with all these
girls, they are such amazing
people, and lastly it’s just an
honor to carry this for the
next year, for when I pass
this onto the next colleen.”

Christie also revealed
that one moment she is look-
ing forward to is interacting
with the children in the com-
munity and creating a lasting
and positive impact.

“I have always dreamt of
this moment, and it’s reassur-
ing that I'm going to be that
person they look up to, and I
want to say that I really love
my family and I wouldn’t be
here without them,” Christie
added.

In addition to Christe’s
reign kicking off, right next
to her throughout the entire
process post-selection was
Reardon, who took a mo-

ol

Rohan Award winner City Council President Tessa

Murphy-Romboletti.

ment to reflect on her reign,
which officially drew to a
close.

“It’s a little bittersweet,
but the year honestly just
flew by, and this has been
just a fantastic experience,
and now being able to see
the other side of the sister-
hood and handing off the
crown to Jadyn (Christie) is
just a special experience, and
I’m so happy for her and her
court,” Reardon said. She
also offered a point of praise
towards the rest of the 2026
court, congratulating them
on their success.

“Everyone did such a
phenomenal job, and they
should all be proud of them-
selves, and I just hope every-
one has a blessed and happy
green season,” Reardon said.

Now that the Colleen and
her court have been assem-
bled and chosen, the parade
committee and the city now
turn their focus toward the
big day, as fast approach-
ing is the 49th Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Road Race which
kicks off on Saturday, March
21, 2026, and closing out the
holiday weekend is the 73rd
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade
on Sunday, March 22, 2026.
And next up on the calendar
is an Irish flag-raising cere-
mony at the JFK Memorial
on March 1.

TOWN Reminder

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jadyn Christie is cheered after the

announcement.

Turley photos by David Henry

-

Parade President Jim Wildman

welcomes attendees to the coronation.

Moira Reardon, the 2025
Grand Colleen, gives her
farewell address.

February 20, 2026

Candice Clark (1992 Grand Colleen), Trina Laponte, Caroline Danlo, Michael and Heather Kies

(1993 Grand Colleen), and Aggie Warren.

Grand Colleens Heather Kies (1993) and Candice
Clark (1992).

B )

Pageant coordinators Kathy Dulchinos and
Nicholle Harrison.




