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New trust
advances
affordable
housing
efforts

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -
South Hadley is taking
significant steps to address
its housing challenges with
the establishment of an
Affordable Housing Trust.
The newly appointed Trust
is currently developing a
Strategic Plan to guide its
efforts over the next five
years.

“The goal of the Trust
is to preserve and create af-
fordable housing in South
Hadley,” said Anne Capra,
director of planning and
conservation. “The strate-
gic plan aims to establish
the trust’s mission, identify
its goals, and lay out a clear
path for action. Rooted in
the community’s values
and priorities, as identified
in past community plans
(specifically the 2020 Mas-
ter Plan Update and the
2023 Housing Production
Plan), the plan should be
finalized by June 2025.”

As part of this process,
the Trust held a working
session in February, invit-
ing other town boards and
committees to collaborate
on a shared vision for the
Trust’s future. The session
focused on identifying key
barriers to affordable hous-
ing and proposing innova-
tive solutions for funding
and implementation.

The creation of the

Please see HOUSING,
page 12

Students raise their signs up to share their desire for change for their school.

High schoolers
rally together to
call for change

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - Last
Monday, a group of high
schoolers organized a walk-
out in order to call attention
to the dangers of the cuts to
the schools.

The walk-out, which
they named the Walk Out to
Walk In, happened around
noon on Monday, March 31,
where students with signs
led a march out of the build-
ing with teachers and faculty
and around the perimeter, and
back inside.

“The students thought it
was important to walk out,
but to walk back in, and go
back to close, to show how
serious they were about their
action and their message,’
said SHEA President Amy
Foley.

The Walk Out to Walk In
event was meant to be a way
for students to show everyone
how important their educa-
tion was to them, and to not
only walk out in protest, but
return to a place that matters
to them.

“It was really great to be
there, because even before the
walk-out, we had a meeting
with about a dozen students
who have been working to
organize the walk-out,” said
Senator Jake Oliveira.

Please see WALK-OUT,
page 14
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“Paws Off Our Education.”

Ceremonies held to honor Vietham veterans

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
work of honoring our veter-
ans is never enough and are
essential to recognize the
sacrifice of these men and
women and thank them for
our freedom.

The South Hadley Ameri-
can Legion was a part of two
special Vietnam Veterans
Ceremonies last week, one
on Thursday March 27, and
the other on Saturday March
29, which is Vietnam Veter-

Mike Slater, the Post Commander of VFW Post 3104 and
Brian Willette, Commander of American Legion Post 260,
presenting the 50th Anniversary Vietham War pins to
veterans.

Submltted photos

On Vietnam Veterans Day, March 29, there was a ceremony
for a Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Flag to be raised.

The March 29 meeting
was hosted by both the South
Hadley American Legion
and the South Hadley Veter-
ans Services for a first-time
ceremony to raise both a new
American flag and a Vietnam
Veterans Ceremonial flag.

The flags were hung at the
old American Legion flag-
pole at the base of the South
Hadley side of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Bridge,
and time was spent by those
in attendance to remember
the veterans who fought.

The March 27 meeting
was held at the library, and
the Legion has spend the
past 10 years putting togeth-
er these ceremonies in order
to honor the fallen heroes of

the Vietnam War.

“It’s always an honor for
me to be able to organize and
lead these ceremonies and
we plan to continue for as
many years as possible. We
have absolutely no plans to
stop,” said Brian Willette, the
South Hadley American Le-
gion Commander and Purple
Heart Afghanistan Veteran.

The ceremony at the li-
brary told the story of U.S.
Air Force Captain and South
Hadley’s first of eight service
members, Valmore Bourque,
to give their life in Vietnam.

Bourque graduated from
South Hadley High School in

Please see VETERANS,
page 9

Hearings set on
Center development,
bylaw proposals

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - Two
proposed development proj-
ects — one that could allow a
significant expansion of the
Village Commons and anoth-
er that would create a Mount
Holyoke College Energy
Center have been scheduled
for Planning Board hearings
in April.

The corporation that owns
The Village Commons has
asked the town to consider
amending zoning bylaws to
create a new “Village Dis-
trict” bylaw that would enable
further development of its

7.8-acre property, The unified
property that consolidated
eight former separate residen-
tial and business parcels was
approved in January by the
Planning Board.

A hearing on the proposal
will be held on Tuesday, April
28.

Another hearing, set for
April 14, will be held to con-
sider a site plan review for a
proposed  6,158-square-foot
Energy Center building on
an existing parking lot at
Woodbridge Street and Dun-
lap Place. The site, part of

Please see HEARINGS,
page 9

Submitted photo
A representation of a proposed Energy Center building
connected to the Mount Holyoke College campus geothermal
project was submitted as part of a Site Plan Review narrative
to the Planning Board by engineering and consulting firm
Salas 0’Brien.
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SOUTH HADLEY - We
are featuring town employees
to recognize and thank them
for their hard work and ded-
ication.

These town employees
are what help keep our com-
munities running, providing
resources, help, information,
fun events, organization, and
more for us to enjoy.

Here is an interview with
South Hadley Free Public Li-
brary’s Children’s Director,
Jenny Arch.

What is your favorite
thing about the town?

“Most of my time in the
town is spent right here in the
library, where I'm surround-
ed by books and book-lovers
(and a fabulous view of the
river). I also love browsing at
Odyssey Bookshop.”

What do you do in your
position?

“Everything! I'm the only
children’s librarian in the
building, so I am responsible
for all the programs, collec-
tions, displays, and outreach.
Fortunately, 1 have great
co-workers in the building
and through a statewide list-
serv of youth librarians, and I
have a lot of support for try-
ing new ideas, whether that’s
a new program like a Stuffed
Animal Sleepover or develop-
ing a new area of the collec-
tion, like Early Readers.”

Describe an average day
at the office?

“There is no average day.
We have a full slate of pro-
grams for kids every week,
including Rhyme Time, Sto-
ry Time, Lego & Games, and
more, so a lot of my time is
spent promoting, planning,

and leading programs. I also
select and purchase new
books for all ages from in-
fants to middle school - board
books, picture books, chapter
books, fiction, nonfiction, and
graphic novels. I create fresh
displays regularly - National
Poetry Month is coming up
in April. And I greet everyone
who comes in and help them
with whatever they need!”

Tell me a bit about you.
Are you a resident? What’s
your education?

“I live in Ambherst. I
earned my BA at Hampshire
College - I took classes at all
of the Five Colleges, includ-
ing Mount Holyoke here in
South Hadley - and my MLIS
from Simmons in Boston. I'm
also certified as a School Li-
brary Teacher.”

What other departments
or committees/boards do
you work closely with?

“I coordinate with the chil-
dren’s librarian at the Gaylord
Memorial Library, the South
Hadley Public Schools, Coor-
dinated Family and Commu-
nity Engagement, the South
Hadley Farmers’ Market, the
Senior Center, and Odyssey
Bookshop.”

What is the most fulfill-
ing part of your job?

“Listening to people who
come into the library and
helping them find whatever
kind of books they’re look-
ing for - talking about books
and connecting people with
books is the best. When
families come in on a regu-
lar basis I get to know them
and what kind of books they
like. Introducing a new pro-
gram and seeing people show

Get to Know Your Town Employee: Jenny Arch

DR\

amingn

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

Jenny Arch in her Very Hungry Caterpillar dress ready to help

you find your next read.

up is gratifying too - Pajama
Storytime and Graphic Novel
Book Club were popular right
away, so I knew there had
been a need for those things.”

What inspired you to
take on the position?

“I’ve been in public librar-
ies for most of my career. |
worked in school libraries for
a couple years and decided
to return to public libraries.
South Hadley needed a new
children’s librarian due to
a retirement, and it worked
out!”

Where is your office lo-
cated? What are your office
hours?

“I share an office with the
teen librarian, but I'm rarely
in there - if I'm not leading
a program, I’'m at the boat-
shaped desk right in the chil-
dren’s room, ready to help
whoever comes in.”

What is the history of
your department? What
makes it unique from oth-
ers?

“There have been dedicat-
ed children’s libraries in the
U.S. since the 1800s. Early
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literacy begins at birth, and
all are welcome at the pub-
lic library, where we foster
a love of reading. We have
board books and a special
baby storytime program for
infants, and music and story-
times for toddlers and kids.
We also have play spaces,
because play is one of the
five essential early literacy
practices, along with reading,
writing, singing, and talking.
The library is also one of the
few public spaces where, to
quote Caitlin Moran, “you are
not a consumer, but a citizen
instead.” It’s free to be here,
and anyone can get a library
card!”

What do you want the
community to know about
your position?

“I'm here for you! I'm
open to ideas - in person,
by phone or email, even via
desk mailbox. I love con-
necting people with books
and resources, and I want the
library to be a safe, friendly
place for our youngest pa-
trons and their families. Ev-
eryone should be able to find
“windows and mirrors” books
here; as Rudine Sims Bishop
wrote, everyone deserves to
see themselves reflected in
literature (that’s the mirrors
part), and stories are a way to
get a window into others’ ex-
periences. Stories build em-
pathy - and the library is full
of stories.”

If you or someone you
know would like to take part
in these Town Employee in-
terviews, please contact Em-
ily-Rose Pappas at epappas @
turley.com.
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SHPD free
community
shredding
event May 3

SOUTH HADLEY—A
Free Community Shred-
ding event will take place
on Saturday, May 3rd
from 9 am. to 11 am. in
the Newton Street parking
lot at South Hadley High
School.

It is sponsored by
the South Hadley SALT
Council - TRIAD.

Monetary ~ donations
will be gratefully accepted
to support programs which
benefit our senior citizens.

Cemetery
annual meeting
April 30

SOUTH HADLEY—
The Proprietors of the
South Hadley Falls Cem-
etery (Village Cemetery)
will be conducting its an-
nual meeting on Wednes-
day, April 30 at 6:30 p.m.,
in the small conference
room at the South Hadley
Public Library.

The public is invited to
the meeting as their input
is always welcomed. The
meeting will elect Offi-
cers and Trustees, review
reports and discuss the fu-
ture of the cemetery.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Library hosts 60y swap,

stUffie'CliniC

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
Finding that perfect toy can
be a challenge, as there are so
many to choose from on the
shelves at the store.

Between birthdays and
holidays, to special occa-
sions and more, there are
many ways the toys can be
acquired, and slowly build up
over time.

With spring cleaning on
everyone’s minds, the library
hosted a special opportunity
for kids to donate their old
toys and pick out a few new
ones to enjoy.

“People could bring their
old toys in, and take some-
thing new home with them,”
said Children’s Director Jen-
ny Arch. “It’s a way to bring
in new things and keep things
out of the landfill.”

The toy swap began as a
suggestion put in Arch’s sug-
gestion box, and she liked the
idea, and passed it on to cre-
ate an event.

For a week, the library ac-
cepted toy donations for the
swap, and then advertised for
a need for people who could
stitch or mend for a Stuffed
Animal Clinic.

Puzzles, board games,
cars and trucks, baby toys,
stuffed animals, baby dolls,
and more were donated to the
swap to find new homes to
love on them.

The library reached out to
the community to invite them
to bring their old toys to the
swap, as well as their stuffed
animals in need of stitching.

The library sent out a call
for volunteers to come and
offer their stitching skills
for a special Stuffed Animal
Clinic, where the kids could
bring in their beloved stuffed
friends to get rips repaired,

vA

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Nicole Newell-Marces, Thomas Weir, Kate Farmer, and Gwendolyn Fern with their stuffies they
are helping to repair for the kids.

and even a tail replaced on a
unicorn.

“We really loved to be
here,” said Kate Farmer who
came to volunteer with the
Clinic volunteers. “I get to do
what I love, and I get to help
these cute stuffed animals,

B ‘3' .'

tail.

Adelaide smiling and happy to have her unicorn have its ne
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too.

“I just love mending,”
said Thomas Weir. “And see-
ing the kids happy is the best
part.”

The toy swap was a suc-
cess, and kids got to have
their wonderful stuffed ani-
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Friday,
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the Band
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Friday,
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The
Healys
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Saturday,
April 12th

Reilly

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

X3 Sun.12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm %

Westour Massachusetts =
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Saturday,
April 5th

Jimmy McArdle
& Jerry Murphy

Small Class Sizes
Art, Band, Chorus

World Language Lab

HADLEY ELEMENTARY

Tech & Makerspace Lab

7:30am Homework support (free)

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2025-2026

Hadley Public Schools grades PK-12 is now accepting
School Choice Applications.
They can be found at www.hadleyschools.org.
The cut-off date for applications is April 16th.

Hadley Public Schools Offers the following advantages:

HOPKINS ACADEMY

Small Class Sizes

Advanced Course Offerings

AP, PLTW, Early College

Career Pathways in:

Business, Clean Energy, Public Safety,

mals repaired and made new
once again.

The toy swap was a great
success, and the other toys
were donated to the children’s
rooms at the South Hadley
and Gaylord Memorial librar-
ies.

Page 3

Little Winslow with her moms, Anna and Biz Holley playing
together.

The event will happen
again before the holiday sea-
son for the chance to swap

some toys, and give a new
home to dolls, games, and
stuffed animals galore.

Afterschool Clubs:
Newspaper, Robotics
Equestrian, Board Games
Inclusive Special Ed Services
New Playgrounds

Engineering, Computer Science,
Health Care, Environmental Science
Extracurricular Offerings:

Athletics, Band, Chorus,

Drama, Equestrian, Leadership
Internships, Service Learning

Travel Opportunities

lots of moving pieces.
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Little Ida Rose getting ready to show her dad
which toy she wants to come home with.
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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How to advocate for
yourself at the dentist

If you feel like you’re
seeing a dental office on ev-
ery street corner, you're not
wrong. Corporate dentist-
ry is growing as a delivery
model for dental care.

Just two decades ago,
more than 90 percent of den-
tists owned their own prac-
tices. Today, that number has
dropped to about 75 percent
as more younger dentists,
women and people of color
opt to join a DSO — dental
support organization. The
thinking is that a DSO takes
care of the business side of
running a practice so dentists
can concentrate on their pa-
tients.

One of the unfortunate
side effects of this trend
is that you may not see the
same dentist. This can have
an impact on continuity of
care when someone new is
always peering into your
mouth.

That said, there’s no clear
evidence that dental care
delivered by a DSO is any
different from that delivered
by a solo practitioner. But
in a world where it’s un-
likely that you will see the
same dentist over a period of
years, I think it is important
to practice self-advocacy,
just as you would at any oth-
er medical appointment.

Dr. Amit Kumar, a dentist
with Smile More Today, rec-
ommends preparing for den-
tal appointments with some
of these key questions and
concerns:

Check that the practice
accepts your dental insur-
ance. This is particularly
important for those with
Medicare Advantage plans,
which often include den-
tal, or standalone plans as a
Medicare supplement.

Be ready to share any
pain or sensitivity you may
be experiencing. When you
call to make the appoint-
ment you may be asked if
you have any particular con-
cerns; if not, volunteer that
information while you’re
with the dentist.

If you have fears about
going to the dentist, share
those as well. “Speak up
about your pain tolerance
and preferences,” Kumar
says. ‘“Dentists can offer
various options, such as lo-
cal anesthetics, sedation, or
numbing gels to make proce-
dures more comfortable.”

Also ask about X-rays.
Some in the dental field be-
lieve X-rays are way over-
used, exposing patients
needlessly to radiation (even
if the dosage is very small).
Data reveals that the number
of dental X-rays performed
annually exceeds the number
of Americans. The American
Dental Association recom-
mends that X-rays be taken
only after the dentist has
done an examination.

If X-rays are performed,
be sure to ask the dentist to
look at them with you and
explain what they’re seeing.
“A good dentist will take
the time to explain things in
terms you understand,” Ku-

mar says.

There should be a written
treatment plan outlining a
schedule, benefits and draw-
backs, and your potential
costs so you can make an in-
formed decision and not feel
pressured into taking action.
“Don’t hesitate to ask for
alternatives or inquire about
the necessity of each step in
the plan,” he says.

The treatment plan should
show what your insurance
will cover and what you will
be expected to pay. These are
sometimes eye-opening fig-
ures, running into thousands
of dollars. (And they wonder
why a lot of people want to
avoid going to the dentist!)
Many practices offer pay-
ment plans if you can’t cover
the costs up front. You might
also be able to schedule the
procedures over a period
of months to spread out the
cost.

Like you, your dentist
would rather prevent prob-
lems than fix them later,
so ask about at-home care:
proper  brushing, mouth
rinses, flossing, dietary rec-
ommendations. Our gums
usually recede as we age, so
avoiding gum disease, also
known as periodontal dis-
ease, is critical to oral health.
Hate to floss? Too bad. Do it
anyway.

Finally, Kumar recom-
mends knowing when to
seek a second opinion. “If
a recommended treatment
seems invasive, costly or un-
necessary, consider getting a
second opinion from another
dentist,” he says. “A good
dentist will respect your de-
sire to ensure you're getting
the right care for your situ-
ation.”

I recently advocated for
myself when I insisted my
dentist do some X-rays for
new tooth pain. He found
an abscess in a lower mo-
lar and started talking about
tooth extraction, bone graft
and implant. Second opin-
ion time! I went to an oral
surgeon, who reviewed the
X-rays and sent me to an
endodontist who said all I
needed was a redo of an old
root canal. This is why sec-
ond opinions from experts
are so important, especially
since dental insurance barely
covers anything.

Corporate dentistry is
making it harder to build and
maintain trust with a long-
time dental provider. Protect
yourself by practicing advo-
cacy in the dentist’s chair.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg,
is a registered nurse and
board certified patient ad-
vocate and founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepre-
neur.com, which trains med-
ical professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. Teri offers a free
phone consultation to Turley
Newspaper readers as well
as to nurses interested in
becoming advocates. Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com
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Germination tests give way to garden experiments

Although the tempera-
tures did not cooperate this
past week, I have to say that
spring vibes are all around
me.

I saw my first
blooming  crocus,
and even some early
daffodils. The phoe-
be bird that makes
a nest above our
porch door is back,
and hanging around,
much to my hus-
band’s dismay!

My pepper plants
are almost in need of trans-
planting from their seed pack,
and the tomato seeds I planted
last weekend sprouted in un-
der a week. It is all so excit-
ing! I don’t think that I will
ever not be amazed at the mir-
acle of it all.

The other day I was going
though my seed stash and I
found two year old seeds of
Loofah Gourd, Mini Popcorn,
Mouse Melon and a vari-
ety of “climbing” Zucchini
all of which I never planted.
These purchases were “im-
pulse buys” I guess you’d call
it. I bought them but when it
came time to actually plant
them, I decided that my gar-
den square footage was too
precious to waste on frivolity.

But here we are and my
frugal nature shines through
once more. Since [ bought
them I might as well try and
plant them; maybe one will
end up being a new favorite.

But alas, does one risk
planting two year old seed?
What if the seeds don’t ger-
minate? Partaking in ger-
mination testing gave me a
chance to get my hands in
the soil, (albeit indoors) and
the outcome will help me de-
termine how much I should
“over-plant” or if that will
even be necessary.

Wasting a few seeds now
will save time later on.

First up, the Loofah
Gourd. 1 planted four seeds
as a trial and three popped
up! That means I will be add-
ing this to my garden come
springtime.

Grow it like you would
any other gourd or squash. It
loves fertile soil, heat and a
strong support.

When loofahs were first

popular, I was a young adult
and still living at home.
Growing them was a project
for my parents and I.

2

Before the first frost we
harvested the fat, wrinkly
looking cucumbers and al-
lowed them to dry before
peeling off the rind. What was
left was fibrous matter, look-
ing already very much like a
scrubby sponge. It was a fun
experiment then and it will be
reminiscent to repeat it.

Next comes the Mini Col-
ored Popcorn. This was the
first to sprout in my germina-
tion test pack with five of the
six seeds popping up.

I have never had extra
space to grow corn, but I
thought it would be fun to try
these for both decoration and
food. I am going to start them
ahead of time, indoors in six
packs and plant them out
around the three week mark.

They will be spaced about
a foot apart in rows about two
and a half feet apart. Corn
likes fertile soil, so I will
amend the soil well with aged
compost.

This type of corn will
dry right on the plant, until
the husks are brown. Then
the ears will be harvested,
shucked and dried some
more. | have seen people re-
move the kernels first by us-
ing a blunt instrument such as
the back of a spoon to start the
kernels moving, then it looks
somewhat easy to get the rest
to push off.

Another fun thing to try,
just to say I did it.

If you are growing sweet
corn in your garden be sure to
time these apart from one an-
other, so that cross pollination
won’t taint the taste of your
sweet corn.

I was really hoping that
the climbing zucchini would
sprout in my test pack. It took

@’Z”wmm

the
anden

a bit, but they finally did and
therefore they will be added
to my garden this spring.

This variety, known as
“Incredible Escalator”
has a vertical habit.
Funny enough, there
are all sorts of videos
online about training
zukes to grow upright,
but this variety seems
particularly suited to
upward mobility.

Zucchini are not
true “twining” plants,
however, so they will
need to be tied to a strong trel-
lis or stake to maintain their
vertical nature. Because the
plant is off the ground, there
appears to be improved dis-
ease resistance, too.

Stay tuned as to whether
this zucchini lives up to the
hype in terms of productivity
and increased vigor.

Last on my list is Mouse
Melon. I saw these for the
very first time at the Hard-
wick Fair in 2022, hence
my purchase. Also known as
Mexican Sour Gherkin, these
fruits grow to about the size
of a grape, but tase some-
where between a cucumber
and a watermelon, growing
more sour as they mature.

The seeds were tiny, not
what I expected at all and
only half of what I planted
came up, so [ will definitely
be sowing double the normal
rate. The vine grows long —
upwards of 10 feet, so be sure
to trellis to make the best use
of space.

I know little more than
you do about this one, but I
can’t wait to try it out. Will
it remain a curiosity or will
Mouse Melon become a reg-
ular? Will any of these?

We’ll have to wait to find
out!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Can my wife and |
get spouse benefits
from each other?

Dear Rusty:

My wife and I are current-
ly collecting Social Security.

We both started receiving
SS at 62 years old. That said,
we get by on a tight budget. A
retired friend told us about an
option which allows a spouse
to collect half of the other

spouse’s SS monthly income.

My question has two parts:

Can we both collect on each

other’s SS? And Are there any
pitfalls?

Signed: Seeking

an Increase

Dear Seeking:

Well, I'm afraid spou-
sal benefits aren’t quite that
simple. One spouse may be
eligible for additional bene-
fits from the other, but only if
that spouse’s personal Social

Security retirement benefit
at their Full Retirement Age
is less than half (50%) of the
other spouse’s FRA entitle-
ment. Note that for spouse
benefits, FRA amounts are
used regardless of when
you actually claim benefits.
Full retirement age for both
you and your wife is 66, so
that means that if you both
claimed at 62 your FRA en-
titlements were higher about
25% more than you are both
currently receiving.

Since you applied for ben-
efits some time ago at about
the same age, one way to esti-
mate if one of you may be en-
titled to an additional amount
as a spouse is to evaluate your

Please see SSI, page 12
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OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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South Hadley Senior Center

Upcoming events
for April 2025

SOUTH HADLEY—
Thank you to our volunteers
- this month and always.

Our volunteers are the
heart and soul of our Senior
Center, bringing warmth,
kindness and enthusiasm to
everything they do. Thanks
to their commitment, our
Senior Center remains a wel-
coming and vibrant place
for all who walk through the
doors.

In honor of National Vol-
unteer Month, we are hosting
a special a Volunteer Appre-
ciation Luncheon at the end
of April. Invitations will be
sent to all our incredible vol-
unteers — this is just a small
token of our gratitude for ev-
erything they do.

We truly couldn’t do it
without them.

Community Office Hours

Monday, April 14 from
10:30 am. to 12 p.m. and
Thursday, April 24 from 4
p-m. to 6 p.m.

SHPD — Chief Gundersen
will be holding Office Hours
at the Senior Center

Monday, April 21, 10
a.m.

State Rep Homar Gomez

will be holding Office Hours
at the Senior Center

Events:

Thursday, April 10,
2:30 p.m. — Chef’s Demo:
Smokey Mountain Simple
Fare.

Join Chef Maggie for a
taste of country cooking at
this best. Demo is FREE and
open to all, includes samples
and cooking suggestions.

Thursday, April 10, 5
p-m. — Song and Stories of
Appalachia and Rural Amer-
ica.

Michael and Carie Kline
will present an immersive
journey through Appala-
chian life. Sponsor by the
Mass Cultural Council and
the South Hadley Cultural
Council.

Fridays, April 11 to May
9,2:30 p.m.

NEW! Intro to Mosa-
ics series —in this five-part
series, you will learn about
the history and techniques
of mosaic art from Brian
Schrauf. Mr. Schrauf has 50
years of experience. You will
complete a project of either a
house number or a gardening
steppingstone. All supplies
included. Total cost is $20
per person.

Fridays, April 11 to May
16,3 to 4 p.m.

NEW! Learn Conversa-
tional French $3 per person.

Learn conversation-
al French with Mrs. Ingrid
Vega, M.Ed., World Lan-
guage Department chair and
French teacher from Holyoke
High School- North Campus.
This group will meet weekly
in this size-part series.

Mark your calendars —
for the events scheduled for
the end of April.

Thursday, April 24, 2
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Senior Living Options
Fair: Meet staff from local
Long-Term Care, Assisted
Living and Independent Liv-
ing communities, and learn
about the services and pro-
grams they offer. Plus enter
for a chance to win a raffle
prize.

Monday, April 28, 1:30 to
3:30 p.m.

Navigating Through
‘the last chapter of Life

Gain expert guidance on
end-of-life care from medi-
cal professionals and holistic
practitioners. From Hospice
to palliative approaches and
beyond. Our panel will pro-
vide practical insight and
compassionate discussion to
help you navigate this sensi-
tive journey.

Less is more,

SOUTH HADLEY—AII
are welcome to “Discov-
er the Art of Decluttering”,
being presented on May 1
at 4pm at the Senior Cen-
ter. Stephanie Baird, LMHC
will share expert techniques
using the KonMari method

to help you create a more
organized and stress-free
space.

Enjoy her inspiration-
al guidance followed by a
delicious dinner featuring
stuffed chicken breast, rice
pilaf, veggies, dessert, and

strategies for decluttering

drinks.

Tickets are $5 and are
available for purchase at
the Senior Center. Deadline
to purchase tickets is April
21. This event is sponsored
by the Friends of the South
Hadley Seniors.

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol * email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 * Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

Owner Supervised

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

Painting, Staining & Restoration

Superior preparation for a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured

WWW.

Submitted photo

Jim Bosman, Ann Rocchi and Paul Dobosh at the Democratic Caucus on March 29.

Residents represent South Hadley
at Democratic State Convention

SOUTH HADLEY—Ten
local residents will represent
South Hadley at the Massa-
chusetts Democratic Conven-
tion on Sept. 13, 2025.

The ten delegates, elect-
ed at the Town’s Demo-
cratic caucus on March 29,
2025, are Jim Bosman, Paul
Dobosh, Lucia Foley, Lisa
Longpre, David King, Emma

Messier, Marion Pascone,
Ann Rocchi, Nate Therien,
and Emily Young.

Susan Newton, Kathy Da-
vis and Christie Reardon will

serve as South Hadley’s alter-
nate delegates.

Ann Stockton co-chair of
the South Hadley Democratic
Town Committee, will serve
as the Town’s ex-officio at the
convention.

Paul Dobosh, the other
Town Committee co-chair,
ran the March 29 caucus.
State Senator Jake Olivei-
ra and State Representative
Homar Gomez were also
present at the caucus.

This year’s Democratic
state convention will be held

at the MassMutual Center in
Springfield. Delegates to the
convention will be responsi-
ble for helping to adopt a new
platform for the state’s Dem-
ocratic party.

For additional informa-
tion about the Democratic
State Party and the Septem-
ber convention, please visit
massdems.org. For addi-
tional information about the
South Hadley Democratic
Town Committee, please vis-
it southhadleydems.com or
facebook/SouthHadleyDTC.

Visit us at

turiey

SOUTH HADLEY & GRANBY HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE

COLLECTION DAY

Saturday, May 17,2025 ~ 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
LOCATION: South Hadley Department of Public Works

10 Industrial Drive

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Pre-registration begins April 1, 2025
Call the office at 538-5030 ext. 6500 or email kquesnel@southhadleyma.gov

FROM YOUR
YARD

Pesticides
Insect Sprays
Fungicides
Flea Powder
Herbicides
Root Killers
Rodent Killers
Muriatic Acid
No-Pest Strips
Pool Chemicals
Lighter Fluid

WHAT TO BRING

Any substance labeled:
Caustic, Toxic, Corrosive,

g

SHPD Drug Take Back on April 26

SOUTH HADLEY—A
DRUG TAKE BACK is
scheduled for April 26 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Bridge
Street parking lot of the South
Hadley Police Department.

It is sponsored by the
South Hadley SALT Council -

® RTNC‘
AU'IiQW,ASJ

“Come shine with us”

UNDER. NEW OWNERSHIP.
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
919 Meadow St., Chicopee

200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

'Ct:n:ni

Brought
to You by...

Alofabet S

TRIAD. Monetary donations
will be gratefully accepted to

support programs which ben-
efit our senior citizens.

Tuesday Night

6:30pm

Pitch Night

Wednesday Night

5-6:30pm

Smoked BBQ

$10 per person

Friday Night

7:30pm

Trivia nght $5 per person,
Groups of 1 to 6 people

Saturday, April 5th

4-7pm

Live Music by Kitchen Jam

Rock & Roll Band 5pm-8pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Offering Infant to School Age

Care & Summer Programs

166 West State Street
(Rt. 202) Granby

mMRREE Loicalmal
X abet é«m Alehabet g«gvmw A%;m

55 Taylor Street Granby

CALL TODAY!
Bobbi 413-467-2596

www.ascc.comcastbiz.net

5 Ferry Street South Hadley

Wf,_L‘IF

«d&g

Flammable, Warning, Danger, Caution

FROM YOUR FROM YOUR FROM YOUR
GARAGE WORKSHOP HOME
Engine Degreaser Roofing Tar Oven Cleaners
Gas Treatments Solvents Furniture Polish
Gasoline Varnish Upholstery Cleaner
Kerosene Sealants Metal Polish
Solvents Wood Strippers Mothballs

Brake Fluid
Carburetor Cleaner

Rust Inhibitors
Paint Thinners

Spot Remover
Drain Cleaners

Creosote Sealer Degreasers Toilet Cleaners
Asphalt Sealer Wood Preservatives Chemostry Kits
Refrigerants Wood Strippers Arts & Crafts Supplies
Transmission Fluid Stains

Radiator Flusher

Lead & Oil-Based Paints

(No Latex Paint)
Photo Chemicals

WHAT NOT TO BRING

Fluorescent Bulbs, Engine 0il, Radiator Fluid, Latex Paint, empty containers from hazardous products,
asbestos, gas cylinders, radioactive material, explosives (including ammunition & fireworks)

April 30, 2021

Drug Take Back

f.h
The South Hadley Police Station a

TRIAD Ofc. Emily Tebow joined South Hadley Drug & Alcohol Prevention
Coalition Coordinator Sue Cook in hanging banners throughout the town to
promote National Drug Take Back Day.

DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY!
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Brad Trimm to
lead hike

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Sunday, April 13, from 10
am. to 12 p.m. South Had-
ley’s Conservation Commis-
sion and Bike/Walk Commit-
tee will host a guided Trek at
Lithia Springs Reservoir, a
beautiful spot that once pro-
vided water to the town. The
free, family-friendly Trek
will be led by Brad Timm,
wildlife ecologist and found-
er of the Northeast Wildlife
Team. Come explore with
Brad on this leisurely guid-
ed hike as we stop at several
vernal pools along the trek
and look and listen for frogs,
toads, salamanders, and much
more! For example, did you
know that some frogs produce
their own anti-freeze, lots of
salamanders can regenerate
their tail and entire limbs, and
that Blue Jay and Bluebird
feathers aren’t actually blue
(they’re brown!).

Participants of all ages and
new Trekkers are welcomed.
Attendees will be able to take
home a free copy of “A Field
Guide to the Animals of Ver-
nal Pools” and do some hands
on exploring of vernal pools
of the Holyoke Range. Wear
clothing and footwear suitable
for hiking in wet and muddy
areas. Signed copies of Brad’s
book, Wildlife Out Your Win-
dow: Fascinating Facts About

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END

or LOIN END ROAST...... > 1 52

Submltted photo

Guided Vernal Pool Trek at
Lithia Springs on April 13

100 Animals Commonly Seen
in the Northeastern U.S. will
also be available for purchase,
$20 at the event.

Please register in advance.
To access the online regis-
tration form, which includes
additional details about the
Trek, parking, and the shut-
tle, go to: bitly/LithiaS-
pringsVernalPoolTrek.

Please arrive no later than
9:30 a.m. due to parking and
shuttle service constraints.
Trek organizers plan to leave
at 10 a.m. from the Gate at 8
Lithia Springs Road (located
at the end of the road). Please
try to carpool as there is lim-
ited parking on Lithia Springs
Road, and in the Hiker Park-
ing Lot on Amherst Road
(next door to 502 Amherst
Road), which is about a half-
mile from the Lithia Springs
Road Gate. A 10-person
school van will be available
to shuttle participants from
the Hiker Lot to the Gate, and
back again at the end of the
Trek.

Treks are subject to
change or cancellation due to
weather or ground conditions.
Please be sure to check the
Bike/Walk page on the Town
website for any cancellation
notices or other information:
www.southhadley.org/bike-
walk. Should there be a can-
cellation decision, informa-
tion will be posted online by
8:00pm the night before the
hike.

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

GENTER CUT

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

(0111, R —

wr§
$499

USDA INSP. STORE MADE

ITALIAN SAUSAGE........ 22 79

SMOKED VIRGINIA HAM

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

4

S5

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE, . 5499

BEEF OXTAILS .......... 2 G9!

uUsD

iy /

USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL)...

SALE DATES:
4/3/25-4/9/25

$1 %9

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS

A INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAIL

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF
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SHELD recogmzed for reliable electric service

SOUTH HADLEY -
SHELD has received nation-
al recognition for achieving
exceptional electric reliabil-
ity in 2024. The recognition
comes from the American
Public Power Association
(APPA), a trade group that
represents more than 2,000
not-for-profit, communi-
ty-owned electric utilities.

APPA helps electric util-
ities track power outage and
restoration data through its
subscription-based  eReli-
ability Tracker service. Once
per year, APPA’s Reliability
Team compares this data to
national statistics tracked by
the U.S. Energy Information
Administration for all types
of electric utilities.

“Year after year, data
consistently  demonstrates
public power utilities provide
highly reliable service.” said
APPA Director of Research
and  Development Paul
Zummo. “The utilities rec-
ognized here are truly elite

when it comes to keeping the
lights on. Their communities
should be proud of the hard
work and dedication of their
local power providers as they
earn this truly deserved rec-
ognition.”

Nationwide, the average
public power customer has
their lights out for less than
half the amount of time that

customers of other types of
utilities do.

“We are proud to receive
this recognition. It is a tes-
tament to the hard work of
all our staff to ensure that
we keep South Hadley pow-
ered,” said Sean Fitzgerald,
General Manager at SHELD.

In 2024 in South Had-
ley, the average outage time

Submitted photo

was 10.8 minutes compared
to 82.6 (region), 96.3 (size
class) and 149 minutes (all
US utilities). In addition to
our responsive team, our
Town-wide AMI rollout is
a contributing factor to our
safe and reliable electric ser-
vice supplied to the residents
and businesses in South Had-
ley.

Library to screen Indie Lens Documentary
‘Free for All: The Public Library’

SOUTH HADLEY—In-
die Lens Pop-Up, present-
ed by ITVS, Independent
Lens, and the South Hadley
Public Library will host an
event featuring a shortened,
preview version of “Free for
All: The Public Library” on
Wednesday, April 9 at 6:30
p-m., followed by a discus-
sion on the current state of
local public libraries.

“Free for All: The Pub-
lic Library” tells the story
of the quiet revolutionaries

who created a civic institu-
tion where everything is free
and the doors are open to all.
The public library is one of
America’s most valued yet
endangered institutions. Di-
rector Dawn Logsdon travels
the United States, discover-
ing historic and modern-day
figures, especially women,
who contributed to the li-
brary’s integral position
within democracy. “Free for
All: The Public Library”
chronicles the evolution of

the nation’s public librar-
ies, tracing the battles over
who can enter, what belongs
there, and who makes these
decisions, while exploring
how public commons are de-
fined and defended.

For more information,
contact South Hadley Li-
brary Director Joseph Rodio
at 413-538-5045. “Free for
All: The Public Library” will
debut on April 29, 2025, at
10 p.m. on PBS. Check local
listings.

Pack 507 bottle
and can drive

BELCHERTOWN—
The Cub Scouts Pack 507
is having a bottle and can
drive on April 5.

Bring your returnable
cans, bottles and if avail-
able the box flats to hold
them.

The items will be ac-
cepted from 9 a.m. to 1
p-m. at the Pride Station on
165 State St., Belchertown.
Email questions to belcher-
towncubscouts507 @
gmail.com.

All Saints’ Church Grab ‘n

SOUTH HADLEY -
Please join neighbors as
Lenten Lunch Fridays con-
tinue, April 11 at All Saints’
Church South Hadley. This is
All Saints’ 55th year of this
community fundraiser, and
since 2021, they have col-
laborated with St. Patrick’s
Parish in town, serving Grab
‘n Go lunches during Lent on
alternating Fridays. In years

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ...ooonnnnnnn D DG
Lenten Specials

~

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
SSTLAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. 31/40 COUNT

COOKED SHRINP 3 5 6..... > 1 292

past, with the community’s
support, proceeds have been
directly distributed to fund
high school scholarships,
and support local communi-
ty outreach and non-profits,
such as The Food Bank of
Western Mass.

You are invited to sup-
port this endeavor. Please
place orders in advance,
Monday-Thursday, via email

<

USDA INSP. FROZEN PARMESAN CRUSTED $4

TILAPIA FILLETS 24 02 s

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

({1 51, F—

54%

7LB
BAG
— |

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

USDA INSP. FROZEN TASTEE CHOICE

ASSORTED BREADED
SHRIMP 9-12 0Z BOX susssssnnnnnnsnnnan

EN N EEIRONi[SdE) 90 Avocado St.

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 « Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3

5%

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Go Lent Lunch continues

(AllSaintsChurchOffice @
gmail.com) or call 413-532-
8917, between 1-5 PM. This
year’s menu has three choic-
es: #1 Lobster Roll*, soup,
chips and Brownie*; #2 Tuna
Salad Roll*, soup, chips,

and Brownie*; #3 A Cup of
Clam Chowder or Vegetable
Soup, crackers, and Brown-
ie*. (*gluten free rolls and
brownie are available on

request, for a $1 upcharge)
Prices will be available on
request.

Orders will be ready on
April 11 using convenient
drive-thru pickup between
11:30 am. to 1 p.m., at All
Saints Episcopal Church, 7
Woodbridge Street., back
parking lot (off Rt. 116 and
Dunlop Place).

heres nothing better than dealing with
I someone who truly loves his job. Gerry
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors
certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors.
General Doors features standard residential,

carriage house style, commercial & industrial.

Call Today for Professional Installation

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

April Showers
May Bring May Flowers, ™
. But April Showings

Also Bring...

MAY CLOSINGS'
Call today!

—

&

/

Maureen

GALLAGHER

REAL

ESTATE

McGarrett Hall

(R REALTOR®

MA 9585138 | Member MLS

Equal Opportunity Housing

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994

realtybymaureen@gmail.com
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South Hadley

baseball
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -
There are only two seniors
listed on the South Hadley
varsity baseball roster, so
the annual senior day cele-
bration, which is scheduled
to be held on May 6 against
Mt. Greylock, shouldn’t take
very long. The ceremony will
probably last a little bit longer
next year, as there are eight
juniors on this year’s varsity
team.

“We only have one return-
ing senior starter, but most of
the juniors have been starting
for the varsity team since they
were freshman,” said Matt
Foley, who’s entering his
29th season as the South Had-
ley varsity baseball coach.
“We’re a younger team, but
we do have a lot of experi-
ence.”

The two seniors are Jack-
son Keller and Taylor Rogers.

During the past three sea-
sons, Keller was the starting
right fielder. He has moved
over to center field this spring.
Rogers is a reserve player.

The members of the ju-

readies
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Ryan Netkovick fields a ground ball.

Carpenter, Ryan Netkovick,
Noah Carillon, Griffin Soder-
baum, Caiden Drohan, and
Justin Moskal.

The other Tigers varsity
baseball players are sopho-
mores Lincoln Belsky, Bro-
dy Keller, Cooper Wall, Josh
Willett, and Matt Butler.

While most varsity teams
have captains, it’s something
that the longtime Tigers head
coach hasn’t done very often
in the past.

“I’ve only named captains
a couple of times during my
coaching career,” Foley said.
“I think all of these guys are
very good leaders.”

South Hadley finished the
2024 campaign with a 15-6
overall record. They also cap-
tured the Suburban Central
Division league title with a
9-1 mark. Their only league

Page 7
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Tigers stun Brownies
in softball opener

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM - Sometimes
a decision made by a coach
works out and sometimes it
doesn’t.

South Hadley varsity
softball coach Junior Perez
made a couple of decisions
in the season opening game
against Agawam that helped
his young squad pull out an
exciting 3-1 non-league road
victory, last Thursday after-
noon.

The first decision made by
Perez came in the bottom of
the fifth inning

With two-outs, Agawam
sophomore right fielder Sam
Izzo hit a line-drive single
to left center and sophomore
catcher Madelyn Pajer blast-
ed a double to center field
putting the tying run at sec-
ond base.

With first base open, Pe-
rez elected to intentionally
walk junior shortstop Alexi-
na Lentes, which loaded the
bases. The move worked out,
as junior Avery Gordon, who
was the Brownies starting
pitcher, hit a ground ball back
to South Hadley senior pitch-
er Isabella Schaeffer ending
the threat.

The Brownies had anoth-
er scoring opportunity in the

third base line from fresh-
man second baseman Madi-
son Georgina with one-out.
Izzo followed with a pop-
up that was dropped by the
shortstop for an error. Junior
Taylor Stairs, who took over
behind the plate in the pre-
vious frame, grounded out
moving both runners into
scoring position. That set the
stage for Lentes, who stepped
into the righthanded batter’s
box probably thinking that
she would be intentionally
walked again.

“We had the tying run on
second base with our best hit-
ter coming to the plate,” said
Agawam head coach Kathy
Georgina. “All we needed
there was a hit, but it didn’t
turn out that way. The South
Hadley pitcher is very good.”

After holding a meeting
with Schaeffer, sophomore
catcher Ryley McMahon, and
the entire infield, Perez de-
cided not to internally walk
Lentes this time. Schaeffer
threw her an off speed pitch
which she popped up. The
ball was caught by senior
shortstop Sophia Butler for
the final out of the game.

“Their final batter (Lentes)
of the game is one of the best
hitters in Western Mass.,” Pe-
rez said. “Before she came up
to bat in the seventh, I went

nior class are Memphis Huer- Pl BASEBALL bottom of the seventh inning.
tas, Logan Carpenter, Gavin casesee ace g Griffin Soderbaum makes an off-balance throw. Agawam’s rally began Please see SOFTBALL,
pag with a perfect bunt hit up the page 8

Orioles get
leg up on
Rams in
opener

SOUTH HADLEY -
Last Friday evening, the
Belchertown High School
boys lacrosse team opened
up the regular season with a
matchup against neighbor-
ing rival Granby, which now
has a co-op program with
Pioneer Valley Chinese Im-
mersion Charter School. The
Orioles got their season off
to a great start with 14-4 win
over the Rams. The game
was held at South Hadley

Stewart
Szlosek
makes sure
he has
possession.

High School’s turf, which
Granby lacrosse has been us-
ing for some night games the
past few years.
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Tristan Moe gets ready to clear the ball
out of the defensive end.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Riley Goodhind is in position to shoot.

Daniel Brown starts to hustle up the
field.

WILBRAHAM - Last
Friday afternoon, South
Hadley boys lacrosse
lost to host Minnechaug
14-2. In the defeat, Ma-
son Peters and Rush
Camacho scored the
only goals for the Ti-
gers. South Hadley fell
to 0-1 on the season and
next face Wahconah

on April 4 at 4:30
. pm.

Miller

LaRochelle -
makes a 'j
short pass.

*‘"@:.«

Julius Hebenth rushes up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Chris Walczak heads up the sideline.

Goalie Brayden Blais prepares for a shot.
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Quabbin
League holding
open practice
for new players
this weekend

The Quabbin Valley
Over-28 Baseball League
is looking to infuse new
talent into its league for
the 2025 season.

The league is looking
for at least six more play-
ers to sign up to play in the
league this year.

Coming up this Sun-
day, April 6, practice will
be held at Beachgrounds
Park in South Hadley and
are  weather-permitting.
Both practices will begin
at 10 am. and following
the April 6 practice, new
players will be drafted
to teams in the league as
the league works to fill its
open roster spots.

Registration for the
2025 season is now open
and any interested play-
ers can go to www.quab-
binvalleybaseball.org  to
get registered, or to seek
more information or make
inquiries about the league.
The league website will
also be updated over the
next month with informa-
tion about the upcoming
season.

There are many open
roster spots available in
the league for the 2025
season, which is tenta-
tively scheduled to begin
on Sunday, April 27. The
league plays most Sunday
from late April through
mid-August with play-
offs following that. The
league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically
fields six teams each year.
Games are usually played
at 10 a.m. with fields in
Easthampton and South
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley
league is an all-abilities
league and all are wel-
come to join. Eligibility
is players who are age 28
and over. You must be 30
to be eligible to pitch in
the league. Your age for
eligibility is whatever age
you will turn in 2025.

Reminder

Two late goals help T-Birds stun Bruins

PROVIDENCE, R.L
The Springfield Thunderbirds
(33-26-2-4) stunned the Prov-
idence Bruins (36-22-4-3)
with two goals in the final 90
seconds to pick up an aston-
ishing 3-2 win on Sunday in-
side Amica Mutual Pavilion.
The victory shaves Spring-
field’s magic number to just
4 in pursuit of a Calder Cup
playoff berth.

The starting goaltenders
had a busy first stanza on this
Sunday, as the T-Birds were
quick to test Brandon Bussi
with 18 first-period attempts,
while the Bruins pressed the
gas for 11 shots on Vadim
Zherenko.

Springfield broke the
ice first when MacKenzie
MacEachern, fresh off of be-
ing robbed by Bussi on the
prior sequence, chopped a
rebound over Bussi’s pad at
the net front following a point
slapper by Nikita Alexandrov.
MacEachern’s third goal in as
many games made it 1-0 for
the visitors at 13:12.

In a penalty-free period,
one of the T-Birds’ few mis-
cues wound up costing them
their lead in the final minute
when Tyler Pitlick blocked
a point shot and raced in on
a breakaway before beating
Zherenko over the blocker to
even the slate, 1-1.

Zherenko needed to be
at his best in the middle pe-
riod as the Bruins outpaced
Springfield on the shot board
by a 13-4 margin. The third-
year netminder made his best
stop of the frame in stone-
walling Oliver Wahlstrom on
a breakaway in the back half
of the period. Springfield got
the game’s first power play
at 4:45 of the second, but the
Bruins had the best scoring
chances, including a 2-on-
1 shorthanded, but Fraser
Minten missed the target on a
left-circle attempt.

In the final minute, the
T-Birds found themselves
hemmed in their own end,
but Zherenko was there to
save the day with back-to-
back saves on Brett Harrison
at point-blank range to get
the game into the third period
deadlocked.

Springfield finally took
its first two penalties in the
opening half of the third, and
on the Bruins’ second power
play, the home team gained
its first lead of the night when
Matthew Poitras cleaned up
a Georgii Merkulov rebound
off Zherenko’s right pad to
make it a 2-1 game at 7:16 of
the third.

The T-Birds struggled to
regain its first-period form, as
they had managed just seven

shots over roughly 35 minutes
from the start of the second.
However, when it mattered
most, and with Zherenko on
the bench for an extra skater,
Alexandrov took it upon him-
self to turn the game around. It
began when he raced through
neutral ice and cut to the slot
off his right-wing side. After
his initial shot was blocked,
Alexandrov followed through
on the second chance to put
the puck behind Bussi, tying
the game with 1:24 remain-
ing.
The star winger was far
from finished, though. With
time dwindling on regulation,
Alexandrov won a puck battle
on the left-wing boards and
moved to the front of the net
after the puck got to Leo Loof
at the left point. Loof flipped
the puck into traffic, where
Alexandrov deflected it across
his body and under Bussi’s
legs, giving Springfield the
3-2 lead with just 18.6 sec-
onds left.

The Bruins never recov-
ered, and Alexandrov’s 20th
and 21st goals of the year
proved to be the difference.
Zherenko finished a fantas-
tic night of his own with 35
saves, including 12 in the fi-
nal period.

April 4, 2025

Worcester Railers fall
to Lions in road match

TROIS-RIVIERES,
QC — The Worcester Railers
HC (32-29-2-4 70pts) lost to
the Trois-Rivieres Lions (43-
14-6-2, 94pts), on Sunday
afternoon by a final score of
5-2 in front of a crowd of
2,346 at the Colisée Video-
tron. The Railers are back on
the ice next at the Cool In-
suring Arena against the Ad-
irondack Thunder on Friday,
April 4 at 7 p.m.

Just 24 seconds into the
game Anthony Callin (1-
0-1) found the back of the
net for the Railers quickest
goal of the season making
it a 1-0 game. Tyler Kobryn
(1-0-1) got the action going
in the second period with a
goal making it 2-0 Railers.
Trois-Rivieres had a quick
start of their own in the third
period scoring back to back
goals tying the game up 2-2
early. Then the Lions com-
pletely broke it open by scor-
ing 3 more goals within 3
minutes of each other making
it a 5-2 for Trois-Riviéres.

The Railers got straight
to work just 24 seconds into
the start of the game. Antho-
ny Callin (21st) ripped one
into the net over the shoulder
of Luke Cavallin in net for
Trois-Rivieres off of assists

from Anthony Repaci and
Mason Klee. Callin’s goal
gave the Railers a 1-0 lead
and was the only goal in the
first period. Worcester’s Mi-
chael Bullion had 5 saves on
5 shots while Trois-Riviere’s
Luke Cavallin had 7 saves on
8 shots.

The Railers doubled their
lead in the second period with
a goal from Tyler Kobryn
(10th) 6:01 into the second
period making the score 2-0
Worcester. Kobryn deflected
a shot from Cam McDonald
at the point for his eighth as
a Railer. The Railers had 11
shots on net while the Lions
had 5.

Trois-Rivieres started
the third period off hot with
back-to-back goals just over 2
minutes into the third period.
Anthony Beauregard (25th)
and Morgan Adams-Moisan
(21st) tied the game up for
the Lions 2-2. Trois-Rivieres
continued to take control of
the game by scoring three
more goals making it a 5-2
game. Tyler Hylland (14th),
Andrew Coxhead (4th) and
Morgan Adams-Moisan
(22nd) were the three goal
scorers for Trois-Rivieres as
the game ended in a 5-2 final.

BASEBALL from page 7

loss was at Ware in the second
game of the regular season.
They then reeled off twelve
consecutive victories.

The other four teams in
the Suburban Central Divi-
sion are Ludlow, Granby,
Monson, and Palmer.

“We’re hoping to compete
for another league title this
season,” Foley said. “All the
teams in our league are very
good.”

The Tigers, who didn’t
qualify for Western Class B
tournament last season, be-
gan the Division 4 state tour-
nament with a 2-0 shutout at
Winthrop in a preliminary
round game. They then lost at
Lynnfield in the round of 32.

Matt Drobiak and John
Viola, who were outstanding
starting pitchers, graduated
last June.

Moskal, who’s a
righthander, also started sev-
eral games for the varsity
team as a sophomore. He’s
expected to become the ace of
the pitching staff this spring.

“We graduated our top two
pitchers,” Foley said. “We’re
looking for Justin to become
our number one starter. He
worked very hard during the
offseason and came into this
season in very good shape.”

Moskal faced opposing
batters for the first time in a
home scrimmage versus Min-
nechaug Regional on March

It was a homecoming
game for Minnechaug varsi-
ty baseball coach Mike Net-
kovick, who graduated from
South Hadley High School.
Ryan Netkovick, who’s the
Tigers starting second base-
man, is his nephew.

“This is the first time that

CLUES ACROSS

1. Narrow piece of wood

5. African desert

11. Waxy covering on
birds’ beaks

12. Sour

16. Infrequent

17. Former AL MVP
Vaughn

18. Policemen wear one

19. Out of the question

24. Used to chop

25. Symptoms

26. Not moving

27. Folk singer DiFranco

28. Comedian Armisen

29. Quantitative fact

30. Incline from vertical

Don

40. Yemen capital

43. Spanish municipality

44, Medical professionals

45. Fibrous material

49. Confined condition
(abbr.)

50. Without covering

51. “Mad Men” honcho

53. Hockey position

54. Taste property

56. Fertile spots in a
desert

58. They precede C

59. “Requiem for a
Dream” actor Jared

60. Try a criminal case

63. Liberal rights

3. Show up
4, Seethed

6. Poisonous plant
7. Hello

Russia
10. Wings

substance

20. Atomic #18
bank (abbr.)

month

31. Scottish musician organization 23. Popular sandwich 52. The Ocean State

33. Rooney and Kate 64. Spoke 27. Swiss river 54. Monetary unit in
are two 65. Insect repellent 29. Incorrect letters Mexico

34, Positioned 30. Popular entree 55. Lying down

38. A very short time CLUES DOWN 31. Foot (Latin) 57.Thus

39. Tropical American 1. Unshaven facial hair ~ 32. A driver’s licenseis ~ 61.Where LA is located
shrubs 2. More thin one form 62. Western State

5. Ancient Greek city

8. College sports official
9. Monetary unit of
13. Take too much of a

14. A citizen of Uganda
15. Most appealing

21. Global investment

22. Jewish calendar

33. Extinct flightless bird

34. Appetizer

35. After battles

36. It neutralizes alkalis

37. Beverage container

38. Partner to “Pa”

40. Gray American rail

41. Salt of acetic acid

42. Canadian province

44, Dish made with
lentils

45. Narrative poem of
popular origin

46. For each one

47. Come to terms

48. Test

50. More dishonorable

51. Unit of loudness

Gavin Carpenter fields a grounder to third.

we’ve scrimmaged South
Hadley since Ryan has been
a member of the varsity base-
ball team. It was a cool expe-
rience,” Mike Netkovick said.
“I also played baseball for
coach Foley many years ago.”

Soderbaum, who’s the
starting shortstop, and Caril-
lon, who starts in right field,
are also members of the Ti-
gers pitching staff. Willett
also pitched in the scrimmage
against Minnechaug.

Logan Carpenter, who’s

starts in left field, was one of
the Tigers leading hitters a
year ago.

South Hadley was sched-
uled to start the regular sea-
son at home against Palmer
on Monday afternoon. The
Tigers will be playing Hamp-
shire Regional at Dunkin’
Park in Hartford Connecticut
on May 8.

“We also played Hamp-
shire at Dunkin’ Park last
year,” Foley said. “It was a
great experience for the kids.”

Justin Moskal pitches in a
scrimmage for South Hadley.

The South Hadley junior
varsity baseball coach is Ja-
son Bourque.

“I couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter junior varsity coach than
Jason,” Foley added. “He
coaches the golf team in the
fall. He’s also a teacher at the
middle school, so he knows
all the kids. I do have a very
good coaching staff. They
make it very easy for me and
the players are great. It’s a lot
of fun coaching this team.”

SOFTBALL from page 7

out and asked Ella if she
could get her out. She told me
that she wanted to challenge
her. The decision paid off and
this is a very big win for us.”

Schaeffer, who’s one of
the best pitchers in Western
Mass., defeated the Brownies
for the second time during
her varsity softball career. A
year ago, the Lady Tigers cel-
ebrated a 4-2 home win.

In the only meeting of
this season between the two
teams, the hard throwing
righthander allowed one run
on six hits with one walk and
11 strikeouts.

“Ella is just an outstand-
ing pitcher,” Perez said. “I do
have a lot of trust in her.”

Schaeffer, who recorded
more than 300 K’s as a ju-
nior, was given a 1-0 lead to
protect in the top of the first
inning.

After Agawam junior
righthander Avery Gordon
struck out the first batter of
the game, senior centerfield-
er Karli Carmody grounded a
single between the shortstop
and third baseman into left
field.

Carmody, who stole sec-
ond base, scored on Butler’s
RBI single to center.

Gordon ended the first in-
ning with a pair of strikeouts.
She also struck out the first
two batters that she faced in
the second. She hit sopho-
more second baseman Natlie
Quinn with a pitch, but she
was tagged out by Lentes try-
ing to steal second base.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the second inning,
sophomore Sammy Eisen-
berger was safe at first base
following a fielding error.
She stole second base, but
Schaeffer escaped that jam
with a strikeout and a come-
backer.

With one-out in the top
of the third, McMahon hit a
hard ground ball off Gordon’s
right knee. She was helped
off the field and was replaced
by junior righty Toni Vassal-
lo.

“The ball hit her right
knee, but it was just a bruise,”
Georgina said. “She was
pitching very well. Toni also
pitched well before Avery
came back in.”

Gordon was checked out
by Agawam Athletic Trainer

Tim Jacques.

After throwing several
pitches behind the third base
dugout, Gordon returned to
the pitcher’s circle in the fifth
inning.

At that point, the Lady
Tigers were holding a 2-1 ad-
vantage.

Schaeffer walked lead-
ing off the top of the fourth
inning. A swinging bunt by
sophomore third baseman
Grace Matyszewski moved
Schaeffer to second base.
She went to third on another
ground out by eighth grade
right fielder Sienna LaFlesh.
She scored when senior left
fielder Sevilla Kinnety’s
slapped a single into left.

Lentes lined a single to
center leading off the bot-
tom half of the frame before
crossing the plate on Eisen-
berger’s RBI single.

South Hadley added an-
other run in the fifth inning.

Eighth grader Violet Car-
illon, who started at first
base, drew a leadoff walk and
scored on a Butler groundout.

Schaeffer managed to
hold onto the two run lead the
rest of the way.
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Post Commander Brian Willette addressing those gathered at
the library.

VETERANS From page 1

1955 and played soccer and
baseball. During a baseball
game, Bourque’s father ran
onto the field with a telegram
announcing his acceptance to
the U.S. Air Force Academy.

“He made the decision
right away to give up his
dream of playing profes-
sional baseball, and to serve
his country. Valmore Bour-
que was the first cadet to be
sworn in to the newly formed
Air Force Academy. He is
also the first USAF Academy
to be killed in action,” said
Willette.

The ceremony honored all
Vietnam Veterans that were
present, as well as the fallen
from Holyoke, South Hadley,
and Granby. A wreath was
laid, and Taps was sounded,
and Greg Willaims of Granby
sang “God Bless America”.

“[The most memorable
part was] laying a wreath
for the fallen, alongside my

e )
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friend, Vietnam Veteran and
purple heart recipient, Russ
McKenna,” said Willette.

“It is important that we
come together, always, to
demonstrate that we have
not forgotten. This is active
participative patriotism. We
are not just sitting home, re-
membering--we are actively
coming out and remembering
together, as a community,’
said Willette.

Willette has known Viet-
nam Veterans his whole life,
known them as “the genera-
tion that welcomed home my
generation of veterans from
war, even though they them-
selves did not enjoy the same
welcome home from their
country when they returned
from Vietnam. It is a wel-
come home that I will never
forget and still cherish.”

Between the two ceremo-
nies on March 27 and March
29, the legacies of the veter-
ans of Vietnam, those who
came home and those who

ENEE e

o T Tt .
AL e e BEAL

TOWN Reminder

A poster with folded flag and wreath to commemorate the
South Hadley veterans lost.

State Representative Homar
Gomez also came in support
of the veterans and to share
his thanks.

did not, lives on in ceremo-
nies like these to honor them.

Saluting the American Flag, Brian

Willette offering taps on the trumpet.

Senator Jake Oliveira came to
share a few words to thank
these veterans, a chair to
honor the POW’s and those
who were MIA.

The ceremony will be held
again next year, and the years

Page 9

Submitted photos
Brian Willette, an Afghanistan veteran and South Hadley Legion
Commander, standing at attention with South Hadley Resident
and Vietnam Veteran Russ McKenna, who were both Purple
Heart recipients.

The 50th anniversary lapel pin was also presented to the Gold
Star Family in honor of their loved ones who gave their lives in

the Vietnam War.

after that, as we work towards
memorializing and honoring

those who gave their lives for
us.

A lineup of five Vietham Veterans who were honored at the March 27 ceremony.

HEARINGS from page 1

the ongoing MHC geothermal
energy project, would also in-
clude two pad-mounted trans-
formers and safety backup
pad-mounted generator.

The MHC Energy Cen-
ter site plan is detailed in an
82-page document contain-
ing drawings, diagrams and
technical specifications. No
descriptions of the building’s
proposed interior  spaces,
nor the specific purposes for
which the building will be
used, were included in the site
plan document.

The proposed Village Dis-
trict bylaws would enable
development of the proper-
ty to the rear of the existing
Commons as it slopes toward
a stream separating it from
Evergreen Cemetery. The pro-
posed bylaw changes are sum-
marized in a March 12 letter
and narrative submitted by
Center Redevelopment Cor-
poration Chief Operating Of-
ficer Jeffrey Labrecque to Se-
lectboard Chair Andrea Miles
and Town Administrator Lisa
Wong.

The letter and proposed
zoning changes were sub-
sequently forwarded to the
Planning Board. Creation of
the proposed district bylaws
would require Town Meeting
approval.

“The purpose of this dis-
trict is to encourage mixed-
use development” of “office,
retail, entertainment and
residential uses consistent
with the traditional scale,
density, design, and mix of
uses that characterize South
Hadley’s historic  village
centers in a manner that is
pedestrian-friendly  through
high-quality site planning, ar-
chitecture, and landscape de-
sign,” according to the letter
submitted by the corporation.

Proposed new regulations
under the proposed bylaw
would permit two-, three- and
multifamily dwellings for
more than three families as a
component of mixed-use de-
velopment described, in part,
as follows:

“The Village District is in-
tended to accommodate the in-
corporation of buildings with
an internal mix of businesses
and residences as well as free
standing buildings which are
exclusive to business or resi-
dential uses on a single parcel.
However, the intent of the Vil-
lage District is to have devel-
opment in which varied uses
are integrated together and are
mutually supportive,” the nar-
rative continues.

“No dwelling units would
be allowed on the first floor
of any building fronting on
Route 116. A waiver would

allow dwellings on the first
floor if it is located at the rear
of the building, the grade is
more than eight feet below the
front, and the entrance is not
visible from Route 116.”

As part of the proposed
new bylaw, dimensional re-
quirements that set maximum
building heights reflect the
lower ground elevation of
buildings toward the rear of
the site when compared to the
higher elevation of Route 116.
The variable story height lim-
itation” for “portions of build-
ings occupied by dwelling
units or business uses shall
not exceed five stories.”

The proposed building
height requirements continue
with qualifying details: “One
story providing drive-under
parking and/or enclosure of
building support equipment
may also be provided.”

And, “use of an enclosed
‘story’ exclusively or primar-
ily for housing of mechanical
equipment or other facilities
necessary for the building’s
operation shall not be counted
as one of the permitted ‘sto-
ries’.”

“Parking needs for the res-
idential dwelling units may
be partially satisfied by the
parking provided for the com-
mercial space” if the Planning
Board determines the shared
parking is sufficient for both.

The submitted documents do
not include any specific de-
scriptions of plans for new
buildings.

Also, “To enhance the aes-
thetic appearance of the build-
ing and/or to better enable use
of the roof for solar energy
... use of an enclosed ‘story’
exclusively or primarily for
housing of mechanical equip-
ment or other facilities neces-
sary for the building’s oper-
ation shall not be counted as
one of the permitted ‘stories’.”

Also, “No building or por-
tion thereof lying within 150
feet of Route 116 shall exceed
four stories except “where a

building is located on grades
which diminish as the site gets
further away from Route 116,
the building height may vary
with the portion further away
and not visible from Route
116 being allowed to be one
story higher than the portion
of the building nearest 116
up to the maximum height.”
That maximum height for new
buildings in the proposal is 65
feet.

The Center Redevelop-
ment Corporation’s Articles
of Organization were filed
with the Mass. Secretary of
State on May 23, 1986. The
four incorporators listed at

that time included Elizabeth
T. Kennan, former Mount
Holyoke College president
and three others.

That document states that
the purpose of the corporation,
is “to receive, hold, develop
and manage commercial and
other properties, including
properties around the Center
of the Town of South Hadley,
and to otherwise assist in the
economic revitalization of
South Hadley.”

In its annual report to the
state in August 2024, James F.
Carey is listed as the current
corporate president.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Vehicle maintenance schedule improves function

Modern vehicles have surpassed their
predecessors thanks to innovations that
make driving and maintenance safer,
easier and more convenient. In spite
of the most impressive advancements,
vehicle ownership still requires that
drivers maintain their cars and trucks so
they perform as designed. Such upkeep
also helps to improve safety and save
people money by heading off more
costly repairs. Following a recommend-
ed maintenance schedule can ensure
vehicles function properly. Below are
some mileage-based guidelines related
to vehicle maintenance.

¢ Every 3,000 miles: This is a good
time to check up on all fluids in the car
to be sure the levels are where they

Listed are some mileage-based guidelines
related to vehicle maintenance.

should be. These include coolant, brake
fluid, windshield washer fluid, and en-
gine oil, among others.

¢ Every 5,000 miles: Change the
vehicle’s oil and fuel filter if using con-
ventional oil. Vehicles using synthetic
oil may be able to go further between
changes. Many vehicles will use an
internal computer system to alert when
it is time to change the oil. This may be
a good time to also change the cabin
and engine air filters. Look under the
hood and give the battery terminal a
check, looking for any corrosion or loose

helps avoid uneven wear and tear. The
vehicle also may need a tire alignment,
especially if drivers notice it is pulling
to one side. Brake problems tend to be
self-alerting, but drivers also may want
to visually inspect brakes at this time just
to be sure there isn’t too much wear.

¢ At 36,000 miles: New vehicle
owners may want to have their vehicles
looked over thoroughly before the stan-
dard three-year warranty expires. This
way they can have any issues corrected
before they will cost more to repair.

e At 50,000 miles+: Inspect the ex-

Get Ready For SPRING
at

(P AUTO PARTS

All your car care needs are right here
at one location.

Stop in and check out our

GREAT SPECIALS!
Good Stuff

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Belchertown Auto Parts
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

Part of Taking Care
of Your Car
Is Having Good

Insurance Coverage

DO

[nsurance Agency, Inc.

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown

(413) 323-9611

15 Central Street
West Brookfield
(508) 867-4646

www.bellandhudson.com

cables.

¢ Every 10,000 miles: It's time to
take the car in to have the tires rotated.
Rotating the tires at regular intervals

haust, emissions and suspension systems
at this time. One also can drain and re-
place transmission fluid. Tires may be in
need of replacement at this time as well.

Painting
Expert Full Collision Repair

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

COLLISION

Al Tﬂ BODY spreinirsy

ASE Certified ¢ Reg. Shop 3199
o Family Owned And Operated

* Over 35 Years Experience ® Insurance Approved
* Precision Frame Straightening
e Custom Painting & Color Matching
o State Of The Art Paint Booth ¢ Glass Replacement
o Aluminum Repair

39 W. State St. Granby, MA

413-467-2533

Fax: 413-467-2500
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How to reduce your risk of being in an auto accident

Driving a car or truck is part of daily
life for most people. Commutes to work
or school, leisure trips or time spent
behind the wheel as part of a profession
compel people to drive each and every
day. Although most trips to the office
or the store are uneventful, the risk that
something may go awry is present any
time a person gets behind the wheel,
and drivers need to plan accordingly.

The National Center for Statistics and
Analysis says there were approximately
16,200 automotive accidents per day
in the United States in 2022, the most
recent year for data. This number has
steadily risen over the last decade and
may be attributable to a number of
factors, including increased vehicle us-
age. Diamond and Diamond Lawyers in
Canada says approximately four Cana-
dians die and 175 are injured in impair-
ment-related crashes every day. Though
accidents occur every day, drivers can
take steps to reduce their risk of being
involved in one.

e Stick to the speed limit: Speed
limits are posted on roadways for a rea-
son. Exceeding speed limits significantly
increases the risk of getting into an ac-

Though accidents occur every day, drivers
can take steps to reduce their risk of being
involved in one.

cident, and many accidents are directly
related to speeding. Slowing down can
make roadways safer.

¢ Eliminate distractions: Smart-
phones, GPS devices, passengers, pets in
the car, or anything that causes a person
to take his or her eyes off of the road,
even for mere seconds, can increase
the risk of being in an auto accident.
Accident Care and Treatment Center,
Inc. says distracted driving is the primary
cause of car accidents each year. Smart-
phones are a modern distraction, and

keeping phones turned off and out of
reach can keep drivers safer.

¢ Change your perception: It is
important to think of a car or truck as
what it truly is: 3,000 pounds or more
of fast-moving metal that can cause a
lot of damage. Those who do not drive
responsibly, or feel they are invincible
behind the wheel, could be on a crash
course for an auto accident. Treating a
vehicle with respect is a must.

¢ Leave a space cushion: Tailgat-
ing and aggressive driving maneuvers
that do not leave an adequate distance
between vehicles can compound the
problem of accidents. Travelers insur-
ance company urges drivers to stay at
least three seconds behind the vehicle
ahead of them, and longer for those
driving heavier vehicles. The timing
also should be extended when weather
conditions are bad. A significant cushion
enables drivers to stop safely or maneu-
ver around to avoid an accident.

e Improve visibility: A cracked or
dirty windshield or dim headlights can
diminish visibility. Being able to see and
be seen when on the road is a major
contributor to accident risk reduction.

-

e Brush up on skills: Newly minted
licensed drivers and older drivers may
need a driving skills refresher course.
Oftentimes learning how to avoid acci-
dents comes down to experience and
defensive driving techniques. Those who
feel they may need a little extra practice
can enroll in a course. An additional up-
side is that such a course also can help
reduce insurance premiums.

¢ Know your limitations: Geico
notes the risk of a fatal crash is three
times higher at night than in the day for
every mile driven. Although it may not
be possible to avoid nighttime driving
entirely, limiting it, particularly for those
who have challenges seeing at night
or in dim conditions, can help reduce
accident risk. The same can be said for
staying off of roads in inclement weath-
er.

¢ Don’t drive impaired: Driving
while under the influence of drugs (both
illegal and prescription), alcohol and/
or other substances greatly increases
accident risk.

Various strategies can help drivers re-
duce their risk of being involved in auto
accidents.

Defensive driving benefits your vehicle

By maintaining awareness of one’s
surroundings, directing focus to the road
and preparing to act quickly, drivers can
greatly reduce their risk of being involved
in accidents.

Defensive driving is a technique and
set of skills that is designed to make
roadways as safe as possible. Defensive
driving teaches drivers how to antic-
ipate potential hazards and respond
to them accordingly. By maintaining
awareness of one’s surroundings, direct-
ing focus to the road and preparing to
act quickly, drivers can greatly reduce
their risk of being involved in accidents.

Although defensive driving is import-
ant from a personal safety perspective,
it also can be good for vehicles. Here’s
a look at some of the advantages to
driving defensively.

* Decrease the number of vehicle

repairs. Driving defensively could help
keep a vehicle out of the repair shop.
When a person stays focused on the
road, he or she can steer clear of debris,
potholes and other vehicles that might
normally cause damage. If there are
no bumps and bruises to a vehicle, a
driver will make less frequent trips to a
mechanic or auto body shop.

¢ Reduce the frequency of main-
tenance. Defensive driving can mean
driving more smoothly. This can help
drivers extend the life expectancy of
brakes and tires, saving them money
along the way.

* Reduce fuel consumption. Driving

steadily and smoothly also can translate
into greater fuel economy. This means a
driver may not have to fill up at the gas
pump as often.

¢ Lower auto insurance premiums.
People who drive defensively and get
into fewer accidents could be rewarded
with lower insurance premiums. Money
saved on car insurance could be used
to finance vehicle upgrades. Savings
also can be repurposed for exterior and
interior detailing, helping to retain the
value of the vehicle for longer.

Defensive driving offers many bene-
fits to the person behind the wheel and
the vehicle itself.

WEST:VER

VERYL'’S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.

644 Newton Street, South Hadley

AUTO SALVAGE

Lsed Autno Parts & Recycling

“Salvage the Best - Recycle the Rest”
147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN

Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it through our nationwide network!
Cgp}u'nq Gl it Y nused ) chicle
(}lwmw (Ol of The fya/ul'

Bring us your waste oil, scrap steel & old batteries
FREE OF CHARGE! W

Open: Mon. - Fri. 8to 5, Sat. 8 to 1

O 413-323-0210 » 1-800-358-5100 L2

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE

GENERAL
REPAIRS

Gall now for your Spring Gheck-up

1 HOSES[ZBELTS (1 AIR CONDITIONING
I TIRES [(“FLUIDS [ BRAKES

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN jiA) AutoCe
323-5051 s oA

STATE INSPECTIONS
MAINTENANCE  REPAIRS

oot Actirotovs Rucycin

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC
——J BRAKE SERVICE ¢ SUSPENSION
TIRES e WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Call today to schedule your appointment

413-536-0794
text 413-314-2880

www.verylsautomotive.com

OPERATED BY THE POIRIER FAMILY
SINCE 1947 —

——

N “Approved
Avto Repair
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South Hadley
social ride

SOUTH HADLEY—
Starting Monday, April 28 at
5:30 p.m. through the sum-
mer. South Hadley Bike/Walk
committee member Jake
Woodruff will be leading a
social bike ride, leaving from
the parking lot of Rocky’s
Ace Hardware, 487 Newton
St.

All people and bikes are
welcome, rides will be 3-6
miles at an easy pace.

Contact  SHsocialride@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions. See you there

Reminder

Friends of the Granby Free Public Library
announce upcoming Spring Book Sale

Book lovers and
bargain hunters

GRANBY—The Friends of
the Granby Free Public Li-
brary will host their annual
Month-Long Spring Book
Sale during the month of May
in the Community Room of
the Library. You will be able
to choose from a large assort-
ment of used and like-new
hardcover, softcover, paper-
back books, teen books and
children’s books, along with
a selection of CDs, DVDs,

video games and audiobooks.
The Library is now accept-
ing donations of hardcover
and paperback books, DVDs,
music CDs, playable video
games, and audiobooks in
good condition acceptable
for resale.

The Library does not ac-
cept donations of: Textbooks,
encyclopedias, Reader’s Di-
gest books, or books with
smoke, mold, mildew, or wa-
ter damage.

Donations are accepted
at the Library during open
hours. Please do not leave

donated books outside the
library or in the book return.
Donations accepted until
April 29.

The Granby Free Public
Library is located at 297 E.
State St. in Granby. The Book
Sale will be held during open
library hours throughout the
month of May.

All proceeds benefit the
Friends of the Granby Li-
brary, who support library
programming.

Call for more information
413-467-3320 or visit gran-
bylibrary.org.

SSI from page 4

current monthly amounts.
If either of you are getting
a benefit which is less than
half of the other’s amount,
it’s possible that the one
with the lower benefit may
be entitled to more as a
spouse. And note, only
one spouse is eligible for
benefits; you cannot both
get spouse benefits from
each other.

Another way to ex-
plore this is for the spouse
with the lowest monthly
Social Security benefit to
contact Social Security at
1-800-772-1213 to ask if
spouse benefits are avail-

Art in the Graveyard talk set for April 16

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Historical Society pres-
ents a talk by Ta Mara Conde
on “Art in the Graveyard” il-
lustrating imagery on histor-
ic gravestones. The event is
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, at
the Chicopee Public Library
Bazan Community Room, 449
Front Street, Chicopee, Mass.,
at 6:30 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public.

Public art can be found in

tery.

town squares across the U.S.,,
but the earliest public art is
found in the burial grounds of
early America. This presenta-
tion will look at the artwork
of early gravestones and their
meanings as they changed
through time. Some works by
famous artists are memorials
to the dead or a temporary ex-
hibition in a large city ceme-

Ms. Conde has been con-
serving and restoring historic
gravestones since 1998, be-
ginning as an apprentice with
Fred Oakly, who was the head
of conservation for the Asso-
ciation of Gravestone Studies
(AGS). She continued study-
ing conservation techniques
through several institutions
including AGS, the National

Parks Service and Cathedral
Stone Products Certification
Program. Ta Mara has taught
conservation workshops
through Greenfield Commu-
nity College and continues to
use hands-on workshops to
educate cemetery employees
and the public about proper
conservation techniques across

able. Noting that contact-
ing SS these days can be
a time-consuming process.
Another way is for you
to provide us (the AMAC
Foundation’s SS Adviso-

April 4, 2025

as a spouse.

But, in the end, only
the spouse with the low-
er benefit may be eligi-
ble and then, only if their
FRA entitlement (not their
actual current amount) is
less than 50% of the other
spouse’s FRA entitlement.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security

the U.S. and Canada.

benefit amounts

ry Service) with both of
your current monthly SS
before
any deductions and the
exact ages when each of
you claimed. Using that
information, we can do the
math to see if either of you

Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

might be entitled to more

HOUSING from page 1

Trust was a direct recommen-
dation in the 2023 Housing
Production Plan (HPP). “In
2016, Town Meeting voted
to adopt the state enabling
legislation allowing the Town
to establish an Affordable
Housing Trust, but thereafter,
the effort lost momentum and
no further action was taken,”
Capra explained. “The HPP
identified several pressing
housing needs within the
community, most notably that
approximately 30% of South

—ublic

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire
Probate and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No. HS18P0331 EA
Estate of:
Josephine Joan Shevlin
Also known as:

J Joan Bocon, J Joan Shevlin
Date of Death: 09/21/2017
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by John M.

Hadley households are paying
more than they can reason-
ably afford for housing, and
approximately 40% of house-
holds would qualify for hous-
ing assistance if available.”
To support the develop-
ment of the Strategic Plan, the
Town is working with housing
consultant JM Goldson LLC,
with funding provided by a
Municipal Vulnerability Pre-
paredness (MVP) 2.0 grant
from the Massachusetts Exec-
utive Office of Energy and En-
vironmental Affairs. “During
the first phase of our MVP
2.0 Grant, we conducted ex-

Notices

Bacon of Blandford, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/30/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-

tensive community outreach
to understand how the most
vulnerable members of our
community are impacted by
climate change,” Capra noted.
“We found that housing inse-
curity was the greatest burden
on a household’s ability to be
resilient to climate change. If
your housing costs are one of
the big stressors in your life, it
makes it more difficult for you
to manage extreme weather
events, making it more likely
that events such as heat waves
or intense storms will create
hardships.”

The response to the Trust’s

ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-

Town Reminder

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

call for members has been
strong. “We had applications
from a range of residents with
experience in housing, real
estate, and financing,” said
Capra. The seven-member
Trust includes the Town Ad-
ministrator, a Selectboard rep-
resentative, and four residents
with professional qualifica-
tions, with one open seat re-
served for a person currently
or formerly living in Afford-
able Housing.

Looking ahead, the Trust
will finalize its strategic plan
by June while identifying
funding sources and initial

istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 31, 2025
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
04/04/2025

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING

The Conservation Commission
will hold a Public Meeting pursu-
ant to the Wetlands Protection Act

and the Local Wetlands Bylaw to
consider a Request for Determi-
nation filed by Dina Bevivino to
repair a retaining wall and erosion
within buffer zone of a bordering
vegetative wetland. The project
location is 7 Overlook Rd (Map

projects. “There remains very
low vacancy for both owner-
ship and rental housing units,”
Capra said. “Housing con-
struction remains constrained
by high costs, supply chain
issues, and labor shortag-
es. South Hadley also lacks
smaller housing typologies
like duplexes and triplex-
es, which we are working to
make easier to build through
zoning amendments.”
Exciting  developments
are on the horizon, including
Wayfinders breaking ground
later this year on a 60-unit
apartment building at 99 Ly-

25, Parcel 102).

The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 16 at 6:00pm
virtually. Login information will
be provided with the posted agen-
da on the Town website.

A copy of the request is on file
in the Conservation Commission
office, Room U6, in the Town
Hall, and is available to the public
for inspection between the hours
of 8:30 - 4:00 PM. Mon - Fri.
Plans are also available online at
www.southhadley.org/603/Proj-
ect-Plans.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at
the time and place designated.

April Doroski
Conservation Chair
04/04/2025

man Street. “People have been
following this project closely
and are looking forward to its
completion,” Capra said. “We
hope it may be a catalyst for
other new housing develop-
ments in appropriate locations
in South Hadley.”
Additionally, the Town is
offering grants of up to $1,500
to income-eligible households
for energy-efficient heat-
ing and cooling equipment
through the MVP 2.0 Grant
program. South Hadley Elec-
tric Light Department is also
providing additional rebates

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, he sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

To advertise on this page call the Tovwn Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

533-8867

EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal, Trimming,
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding.
Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com

TN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002

SUPPORT)

LOGRAL

BUSINESS
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FIREWOOD
A Call We Haul ELECTRICIAN LANDSCAPING PLUMBING
FIREWOOD A+ ROZELL'S GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
s Fresh cdut &t s&plit ?tzggb%ooo FASTBEMO"AL NEED AN LANDSCAPING & HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
easoned cut & spli . i i i
o hardwg)od. Junk, Appllance, Cleanouts. ELECTRICIAN? BOBCAT SERVICE ment of fixtures, water heater installations,

We load it & take it.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 413-531-1936
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
(413)477-0083
ARA JUNK
MISCELLANEOUS FREMOVAL.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete
minus frame. Unused factored created
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts,
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one

Look no further!
PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled
maintenance records, $5500. Late 50’s
Toro Reel lawnmower, beautifull restored
$100. Two sheets, 4x8' 1/2 inch new 3m
plexiglas $100. 165 milk crates, colonial
thru 1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial
hand-tooled redstones; Benches, Wells,
Ballards, Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble,
Italian Travintine, much more. 413-262-
4775.

WANTED TO BUY

| SERVICES

A B Hauling and

g i
o Removal Service
'

2*xx*xxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.

Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.
ANTIQUES AND DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
OLD STUFF WANTED. INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.

Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Gl e,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

QUALITY FENCE INSTALLATION
20+ years experience. Free estimates.
Brodeur Construction
Call 413-388-6501

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?

Sump pump repairs & installations, and
other draining solutions!
Call Gary Guertin Excavating
(413)531-3538.

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement,
drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/
Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality,
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley.
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment |-

FROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

A13-BAB-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
‘ﬁ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
- www.FastTax-MA.com At
Free E-File & Direct Deposit | araas |

-]
&

B
WEET

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

OR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete
minus frame. Unused factored created
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts,
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled
maintenance records, $5500. 413-262-
4775.

Light Equipment

Operator /Laborer
The Granby Highway Department has a 40
hour per week position available for a Light
Equipment Operator/Laborer. This position
requires the ability to operate various types
of machinery, hand tools and equipment
(examples include lawnmowers, plows,
sanders, asphalt paving equipment). The
position is Grade 3 classification. Steps
within this grade range from $18.72- $24.42
per hour. A valid Massachusetts class A or
B CDL driver’s license is required. Special
consideration will be given to candidates
who possess the higher license class, or
additional licenses and or relevant con-
struction experience that would be deter-
mined to be beneficial to the operations of
the Highway Department. Please contact
the Highway Superintendent at 413-467-
7575 at the Highway Garage (15
Crescent St, Granby MA 01033) for
further information, a copy of the job de-
scription and /or an application for employ-
ment. Applications will be accepted through
May 1, 2025.

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a full-time Chief of Police. $75,000
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to
apply is 4/28/2025. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

Human Resources Coordinator

The Town of Wilbraham is looking
for an HR Coordinator to join our team.
FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER | “iomees
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
o R Application deadline 4/11/2025
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393 | REAL ESTATE |
n NR . FOR RENT
Quabbin ———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation: *
5 6 7 8 * '
Q 2 EQUAL HOUSING
9 10 1 12 soored g OPPORTUNITY
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
BRUFELD subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
13 14 15 16 S which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
- cap, familial status, or national origin, or
17 18 19 20 Base Rroe intention to make any such preference,
suburban limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
. . knowingly accept any advertising for real
21 Base Price | 22 Base Price | 23 Baseprice| 24 as Price Residential estate which is in violation of the law. All
$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 Circulation: persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
irculation: ings advertised are available on an equal
. 59,000 opportunity basis.
25 Bas;:g.igg 26 Baszzl’!;fgg 27 Basgng’igg 28 Basg&?ﬁg Hllltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Base Price | 30 Base Price | 31 Base Price| 32 Base Price HILLSIDE VILLAGE
$3050 $31.00 $31.50 $32.00 APARTMENTS
— __ — ___ All Three ZONES for $26.00 APPLICATIONS
33 s | 34 e | 39 s 36 s | for 20 words plus 50¢ for NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR
. ONE, TWO AND THREE
each additional word. BEDROOM APARTMENTS
3 Basw-lgg 8 Basgg‘gg 39 aas;;;gg a0 sasgagg * Heat and hot water included
* Ample Closets
« Fully Applianced
* Community Room
Name: Phone: * Laundry Facilities
* Cats Welcome
Address: ‘r I II * Extra Storage
Town: State: Zp: n For Information call
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ ALL 3 ZO N ES N OW FO R (413)967-7755 EHO
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard Q VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check# l 17 Convent Hi||,
THE PRICE OF ONE! Ware, MA
Amount of charge: Date: @ E"
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! o
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WALK OUTto Watk G

WALK OUT from page 1

Oliveira, as well as Rep-
resentative Homar Gomez,
Amy Foley, School Commit-
tee Members Eric Friesner,
Danielle Cooke, and Jackson
Matos, as well as Superinten-
dent Mark McLaughlin and
many other teachers and staff
walked with the students.

In a meeting before the
Walk Out to Walk In event,
the students both on and not
on Student Council, who or-
ganized it presented Oliveira
and Gomez with a binder of
1,000 letters from students,
faculty, parents, and commu-
nity members, calling for a
change.

“Democracies are formed
by engaging, and seeing stu-
dents travel to Boston is a big
thing, and I’'m hoping to see
them there,” said Oliveira.

“I think it’s a real privi-
lege to represent these stu-
dents,” said Foley. “They are
students who want to take ac-
tion, and their main message
that really impressed me was
that their concern was that
the cuts would be limit the
experiences they had coming
up through the South Hadley
school system.”

Oliveira shared that he
originally got involved in pol-
itics in high school regarding
serious cuts facing the Lud-
low High School, and went
to the State House himself to
talk about the cuts to Chapter
70 at the time.

“Talking to them before
[the walk], it brought me back
to my advocacy days,” said
Oliveira. “These students ar-
en’t just thinking about them-
selves, they’re also thinking
about the future of South
Hadley, and education in gen-
eral.”

After the walk, the stu-
dents returned to the school

We work hard

for a meeting where nearly
the entire school was present,
to listen to their peers share
speeches regarding the cuts.

“What I was really im-
pressed with was the passion
the speakers had, but you
could also hear a pin drop
when the students spoke,”
said Foley. “It was really
amazing to see them pay such
close attention to what they
were saying.”

“The most memorable
part was seeing all the stu-
dents that participated, but it
was the rally that was closed
to the press where many of
the student leaders I met gave
eloquent speeches for more
funding,” said Oliveira. “It
was the level of attention and
respect that the student body
gave to the student speakers
that really impressed me.”

Oliveira will be taking a
binder of copies of the 1,000
letters the students gathered
to the State House for a hear-
ing for a Supplemental Bud-
get in order to spend surplus
Fair Share money for educa-
tion and transportation to the
Secretary of Administration
and Finance, Secretary of
Education, and Secretary of
Transportation.

“What I'm advocating for
along with other members of
the Western Mass Legisla-
tive Delegation, is changing
that formula, and meeting
with staff and teachers and
students, they feel the same
way,” said Oliveira.

In the coming weeks, the
House of Representatives will
be working on preparing the
final FY26 budgets, and in
May, the Senate, where the
communities and schools im-
pacted will share their voices.

The Ways and Means
Committee has been holding
meetings across the state, and
on Tuesday, April 8 will hold
a public meeting for people
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Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Senator Jake Oliveira and Representative Homar Gomez
walking in support of these courageous students.

to testify in Boston, and there
will be several students from
South Hadley going out to
Boston themselves.

“In a time where people
can feel voiceless in politics,
this is an example of how pol-
itics and democratic speaking
is alive and well,” said Olivei-
ra, who also shared his desire
to make a specific point to go
out to support the students at
this meeting himself.

The students have an end-
less support system, and Amy
Foley is also working to help
these students get out to Bos-
ton, and work with MTA to
ensure they don’t have to wait
in line long.

“I think the most power-
ful voices are student’s voic-
es, and we have about three
students going to the State
House, and I think their voic-
es will have a huge impact,”
said Foley. “T think its really
great they want to share their
voices and represent not only
South Hadley, but also West-
ern Mass.”

to be this
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The Walk Out to Walk In
event at the high school this
week was an outstanding
testimony of the dedication
of these students to their ed-
ucation, but also the selfless
determination to fight for the
younger students to have just
as much of a positive school
experience as they had.

April 4, 2025

_

School Committee Chair Eric Friesner and Vice-Chair
Danielle Cooke sharing their support.
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