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Town celebrates groundbreaking

By Emily-Rose/Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
Buttery Brook Park is home
to Big Rig Day, pickleball
games, a playground, con-
certs.

For the past few years,
the Friends of Buttery Brook
Park and many other mem-
bers have worked tirelessly to
create funding for this park to
make it even better, creating
more accessibility and more.

Kim Prough and the
Friends, Town Administrator
Lisa Wong, Director of Hu-
man Services Andy Rogers,
Senator Jake Oliveira, State
Representative Homar Go-
mez, members of the Cham-
ber, Select Board, and many,
many more people worked to-
gether to make this possible.

“This is such a great proj-
ect,” said Wong, sharing her
pride and gratitude to the
community and all of its vol-
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unteers.

“We couldn’t do what we
do without these amazing
volunteers, and their sup-
port,” said Prough. “We have
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all of these people commit-
ted, and I truly believe we’ve
been able to get so much
done because of these peo-
ple’s support.”
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The smiling faces of the proud supporters, volunteers, and hard workers on the park.

The last major investment
in the park in 2013 includes
the bathroom, playground,
and spray park, as well as
creating green space.
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Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

“This project would not

have happened without the
assistance from the state,

Please see PARK, page 7

Police
issue
safety
protocols

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY - In a time of
contactless deliveries and the
ability to order transportation
or food from anywhere, it is
also important to always be
aware of your surroundings,
and safety guidelines.

Online apps like Grub-
hub, Uber Eats, Door Dash,
and Instacart can deliver
food, drinks, and other items
to your front door. Uber and
Lyft provide transportation
services for individuals and
groups.

While these apps have fea-
tures that allow you to know
if the person delivering your
food is a man or woman, there
are some unfortunate cases

Please see SAFETY, page 3

Kids participate in drum circle at library

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
Learning about other cul-
tures is a wonderful opportu-
nity to grow and explore the
world around you, as well as

the other people we come in
contact with.

The South Hadley Pub-
lic Library, sponsored by
the South Hadley Cultural
Council, hosted drummers
and dancers from Ammaya
Dance and Drum.

Children and their friends

and family got to participate
in a drumming circle and
dance and make some new
friends while making music
together.

The drums, called djembe
drums, originated from Mali,
West Africa, and sang songs,
one in the Twi language of
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Little Gabe and his mom and dad, having some fun playing the drums together.

Ghana, and the other in Yoru-
ba, from Nigeria.

“What I want to empha-
size about the drumming cir-
cles is its healing nature, and
how it can really bring you
peace and clear your head,”
said Tara Murphy, one of the
dancers. “The presence of
the other people and vibra-
tions of the drums can help
that, as well. I feel so hon-
ored and blessed with being
able to share this.”

Murphy has been drum-
ming and dancing for a long
time, starting in college, and
dancing and drumming for
35 years now. She took a
trip to Ghana where she first
learned and came back to
find African artists in Boston
to learn more from that fo-
cused on West Africa.

The dancing and drum-
ming communities in Bos-
ton had artists from Senegal,
Guinea, and Mali, and it was
from there that she began to
dive deeper in to the art form.

“At first it was about my
heritage, and it was at first
really about exploring my
roots and I was really hun-
gry to learn more about Af-
rica, and studying outside of
Western Culture,” said Mur-

phy.

Please see CIRCLE, page 12
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The West Street Building Committee ready to take questions.

Residents decide on
STM warrant articles

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - The West
Street Building Committee
has put forward a $15.7 mil-
lion proposal for the purpose
of renovating and enhancing
the old West Street School
building into a new space for
town offices, community cen-
ter, and senior center for the
whole community.

On Tuesday, April 8, the
West Street Building Com-
mittee, Finance Committee,
Selectboard, Town Clerk
Kathy Kelly-Regan, Interim
Town Administrator Christo-
pher Martin, and Town Attor-
ney Christopher Costa came
together for a Special Town
Meeting.

WSB Committee Chair,
Lynn Mercier, moderated the
meeting, leading the talk and
answering questions along-
side the Finance Committee.

The Special Town Meet-
ing was meant for a vote on
two articles for the purpose of
appropriating funds for Arti-
cles I and II in the warrant for
the meeting.

Regardless of the final
votes, the final decision to
vote on the approval of the
WSB Project itself will be on
the ballot at the Annual Town
Meeting on May 19.

Overview of the Project
The West Street School
Building was vacated and
closed in 2017, and has been

Please see STM, page 6
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South Hadley customers cash in on energy
savings through popular rebate program

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY
Local residents looking to
upgrade to energy-efficient
appliances and systems can
take full advantage of a pop-
ular rebate program offered
by the South Hadley Electric
Light Department (SHELD).
The program, designed to
promote energy conserva-
tion and reduce utility bills,
has seen strong community
engagement, with appliance
rebates topping the list in
popularity.

“I would say that all of
our rebates get use,” said
Kelly Frazier, marketing and
customer service manager
for SHELD, “but appliance
rebates seem to be the most
popular.”

SHELD’s rebate offer-
ings include incentives for
a variety of energy-efficient
upgrades, ranging from ap-

pliances and air conditioning
units to heat pumps and in-
sulation improvements. The
overall goal, Frazier said, is
to encourage customers to
make choices that not only
benefit their wallets but also
reduce energy consumption
across the board.

“Our rebate program
is important as it helps us
achieve our goal of encourag-
ing our customers to purchase
energy efficient systems,” she
explained.

Participation in the re-
bate program is open to all
SHELD customers who meet
the specific requirements for
each equipment category. Ac-
cording to Frazier, eligibility
varies depending on the type
of system or appliance being
purchased, but the program is
widely accessible.

“Each program has eligi-
bility requirements based on
the equipment purchased,”
she said. “But all of our cus-

tomers are welcome to apply
for all of our rebates if they
meet the guidelines.”
Applying for a rebate is
a relatively simple process.
Customers have the option to
submit either a paper or elec-
tronic application, accompa-
nied by a dated receipt of the
qualifying purchase. SHELD
aims to keep turnaround
times short and efficient.
“From receipt to approv-
al, it takes a few business
days,” said Frazier. “All of
our rebates below $750.00
are reflected on the custom-
er’s monthly billing invoice
for efficiency purposes.”
While SHELD encourag-
es repeated participation in
the program, there are caps in
place depending on the rebate
type and equipment category.
Additionally, rebate amounts
vary to reflect the cost and
energy impact of the product.
“Yes, there are limits for
each different rebate/equip-

ment type,” Frazier noted.
“Rebate amounts do vary by
product to align with the cost
of equipment.”

Funding for the rebate
program is allocated through
SHELD’s annual budget-
ing process, which is re-
viewed and updated each
year. Though Frazier didn’t
announce any immediate
expansions, she emphasized
that the program is continual-
ly assessed for improvements
and growth.

As energy costs fluctu-
ate and environmental con-
cerns grow, programs like
SHELD’s continue to play
a vital role in community
sustainability efforts — and
judging by its popularity,
South Hadley residents are
eager to do their part.

For more information
about the rebate program or
to apply, customers can visit
SHELD’s website or contact
customer service directly.

South Hadley
social ride

SOUTH HADLEY—
Starting Monday, April 28 at
5:30 p.m. through the sum-
mer. South Hadley Bike/
Walk committee member
Jake Woodruff will be lead-
ing a social bike ride, leav-
ing from the parking lot of
Rocky’s Ace Hardware, 487
Newton St.

All people and bikes are
welcome, rides will be 3-6
miles at an easy pace.

Contact SHsocialride@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions. See you there.

CHICOPEE—The Chi-
copee Historical Society
presents a talk by Ta Mara
Conde on “Art in the Grave-
yard” illustrating imagery
on historic gravestones. The
event is Wednesday, April
16, 2025, at the Chicopee
Public Library Bazan Com-
munity Room, 449 Front
Street, Chicopee, Mass., at
6:30 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public.

Public art can be found
in town squares across the
U.S., but the earliest pub-
lic art is found in the burial

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

L&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

grounds of early America.
This presentation will look
at the artwork of early grave-
stones and their meanings as
they changed through time.
Some works by famous
artists are memorials to the
dead or a temporary exhibi-
tion in a large city cemetery.

Ms. Conde has been
conserving and restoring
historic gravestones since
1998, beginning as an ap-
prentice with Fred Oakly,
who was the head of conser-
vation for the Association of
Gravestone Studies (AGS).

Art in the Graveyard April 16

She continued studying
conservation techniques
through several institutions
including AGS, the National
Parks Service and Cathedral
Stone Products Certifica-
tion Program. Ta Mara has
taught conservation work-
shops through Greenfield
Community College and
continues to use hands-on
workshops to educate cem-
etery employees and the
public about proper conser-
vation techniques across the
U.S. and Canada.

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Real estate, personal
property and sewer bills
mailed to residents

SOUTH HADLEY—Fis-
cal Year 2025 Qtr. 4 Real Es-
tate & Personal Property bills
as well as Fiscal Year 2025
Sewer bills were mailed out
to residents on April 1.

The due date for Real Es-
tate and Personal Property
bills is May 1, 2025. Sewer
bills are due May 15, 2025.

If you have not received
your bills, please email our
office at: collector@south-
hadleyma.gov or call 413-
538-5030, ext. 6189 and we
can send you a new bill.

Bills can also be viewed/
printed  through Invoice
Cloud which can be accessed
from our website.

Payment can be made
online through the Town
of South Hadley’s website,
southhadleyma.gov, by mail,
dropped in our Dropbox lo-
cated behind the Police De-
partment

on Bridge Street or you
can pay in person Monday
through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Spring 2025 yard

SOUTH HADLEY—
South Hadley’s 2025 spring
yard waste curbside collec-
tion will take place from April
21 to May.

Paper bags or open top
containers only; must be curb-
side by 7 a.m. on your collec-
tion day. Each route will have
one collection, brush must be

waste collection

tied in bundles (no metal) of
not more than four (4’) foot
lengths, leaves, grass and
brush only no plastic bags.

Please keep yard waste
barrels separate and apart
from trash barrels

Questions, please contact
The DPW at 538-5030 ext.
6500.

Community shredding event May 3

SOUTH HADLEY—A
Free Community Shredding
event will take place on Sat-
urday, May 3rd from 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. in the Newton Street
parking lot at South Hadley
High School.

It is sponsored by the
South Hadley SALT Council
- TRIAD.

Monetary donations will
be gratefully accepted to sup-
port programs which benefit
our senior citizens.

CORRECTION

SOUTH HADLEY
— An April 4 story in the
Town Reminder stated
an incorrect date for a
Planning Board public
hearing of proposed by-
laws for an expansion of

the Village Commons.
The public hearing is
scheduled for April 22.
A Planning Board dis-
cussion of the proposal
is scheduled for April
28.
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Get to Know Your Town Employee: Janice McArdile

GRANBY — We are featur-
ing town employees to recog-
nize and thank them for their
hard work and dedication.

These town employees
are what help keep our com-
munities running, providing
resources, help, information,
fun events, organization, and
more for us to enjoy.

Here is an interview with
Granby Free Public Library’s
Children’s Director, Janice
McArdle.

What is your favorite
thing about the town?

“I think the people. I felt
very welcome when I moved
here thirty-five years ago,

i)

now.

What do you do in your
position?

“It involves planning and
presenting a diverse range of
programs for children birth
through eighteen- I do the
children and the teens. I also
provide reference and reader’s
advisory services, selecting
and maintaining collection
materials for youth and their
parents, and much more. It’s
different in youth services
because we have so many dif-
ferent ages, and I like to keep
things nice and separate from
the teens because they deserve
their own space, and I try to
make it special for each age

group.”

Describe an average day
at the office?

“I would say I'm constant-
ly changing book shelves to
pique an interest and to high-
light different genres and au-
thors. I’'m also on hand to help
patrons, and I recommend and
find books. I plan programs
and research new materials to

purchase like books and au-
dios. It’s always busy.”

Tell me a bit about you.
Are you a resident? What’s
your education?

“I’ve lived in Granby for
35 years, and I became active
with the library when I had
my children, and my back-
ground is in education.”

What other departments
or committees/boards do
you work closely with?

“I work with the Granby
Public Schools, local child-
care centers, and the Collab-
orative for Education, mostly
to promote literacy and to
provide the needs of the town
residents. I also work with the
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Children’s librarian Janice McArdle at her Spring display with
the teen section ready to be browsed.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, and they come and do
hands-on Nature Storytimes.”

What is the most fulfill-
ing part of your job?

“I think the most fulfilling
part is seeing families utilize
all the library has to offer,
and see the little children
love books, and then become
readers. It’s so cool to see the
children start to read on their
own. I love to see youth of any
age get excited about reading,
and to make each experience
of coming into the library ful-
filling. The kids run up to you
and they know you by name.
It’s special.”

What inspired you to
take on the position?

“When I started, Granby
didn’t have a youth services
librarian, and I utilized the
library a lot, and a position
became available. I knew the
library, and I was passionate
about it, and I applied for the
position.”

Where is your office lo-
cated? What are your office
hours?

“I have a circulation desk
in the children’s room and that
is where I stay to be accessi-
ble to people during all regu-
lar library hours.”

What is the history of your
department? What makes it
unique from others?

“The old library building
had a small children’s room
in the lower level, and our
young adults area was simply
a hallway, so when we were
building this new building, it
was so wonderful to have this
space for the young adults
and then the children’s room
and program room. I think its
unique because it caters to the
youth of every age. The kids
start with the board books,
games, puzzles, early readers
and chapter books, and then
we have the young adults. It’s
always evolving.”

What do you want the
community to know about
your position?

“I consider it a privilege
to work with families of the
community and my goal is to
empower life-long readers.”

If you or someone you
know would like to take part
in the Town Employee inter-
views, please contact Emi-
ly-Rose Pappas at epappas@
turley.com.

SAFETY from page 1

where people with bad inten-
tions can pretend to be some-
one else.

On Feb. 9, the Wilbraham
Police Department responded
to a call from a resident re-
porting they were a victim of
sexual assault that occurred at
their residence after receiv-
ing an Uber Eats delivery.
The suspect, Roiber Andres
Rodriguez-Melendez, was
arrested a few days later and
held pending a dangerousness
hearing.

Granby’s Police Chief,
Kevin O’Grady, offered some
advice regarding the incident,

ordering food, groceries, or
transportation through these
apps.

“The police department
would advise people to have
the food delivered and left in
a secure location and you can
go out and get it after the driv-
er leaves,” O’Grady said.

The woman ordered food
from the app, and the suspect
wrote in the app that he was a
woman and then attacked the
victim when he arrived at her
home with the food.

“If the delivery person is
different from what the app
says, don’t answer the door
and please contact the police
department and an officer can
talk to the delivery person and

and how other women can a5k what is going on,” said
make sure they are safe when (O’ Grady.
( Y
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© theroadhousecafe

RC

Local ingredients
Fresh creations

theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now
Under New Management

Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches
NOW OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AMTO 1 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

S

However, despite the
safety measures these apps
may offer to see the name
and sometimes photo of your
driver or the deliverer of your
food, you should still practice
awareness and safety guide-
lines.

“As with any online trans-
action whether through an
app, an email or website you
must be cautious of who you
are actually talking to and
working with,” said O’Grady.
“If the app picture and the
driver aren’t the same person
you should not have any con-
tact with the person and call
the police.”

While the apps themselves
have some precautions, they
are not perfect, and can cause
more harm than good, espe-

cially when perpetrators can
lie about their identities, like
in this horrible case.

“I think the companies
need to make sure who they
are dealing with and the per-
son is who they say they are,”
said O’Grady. “The police
are here to help. If someone
different comes to the door
than who the app says is com-
ing, don’t open the door and
please contact the police.”

This case is a horrible
testimony to the evils people
are capable of, so ensure that
when you do order, to use
caution when answering your
door, and to have someone
in mind to be in contact with
when you travel.
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Guided Vernal Pool Trek at
Lithia Springs on April 13

SOUTH HADLEY -
On Sunday, April 13, from
10 am. to 12 p.m. South
Hadley’s Conservation
Com-mission and Bike/
Walk Committee will host
a guided Trek at Lithia
Springs Reservoir, a beau-
tiful spot that once provided
water to the town. The free,
family-friendly Trek will be
led by Brad Timm, wildlife
ecologist and founder of the
Northeast Wildlife Team.
Come explore with Brad on
this leisurely guided hike
as we stop at several vernal
pools along the trek and look
and listen for frogs, toads,
salamanders, and much
more! For example, did you
know that some frogs pro-
duce their own anti-freeze,
lots of salamanders can re-
generate their tail and entire
limbs, and that Blue Jay and
Bluebird feathers aren’t ac-
tually blue (they’re brown!).

Participants of all ages
and new Trekkers are wel-
comed. Attendees will be
able to take home a free
copy of “A Field Guide
to the Animals of Vernal
Pools” and do some hands
on exploring of vernal pools
of the Holyoke Range. Wear
clothing and footwear suit-
able for hiking in wet and
muddy areas. Signed copies
of Brad’s book, Wildlife Out
Your Window: Fascinating
Facts About 100 Animals
Commonly Seen in the
Northeastern U.S. will also

be available for purchase,
$20 at the event.

Please register in ad-
vance. To access the online
registration form, which
includes additional details
about the Trek, parking,
and the shuttle, go to: bit.
ly/LithiaSpringsVernalPool-
Trek.

Please arrive no later
than 9:30 a.m. due to park-
ing and shuttle service con-
straints. Trek organizers
plan to leave at 10 a.m. from
the Gate at 8 Lithia Springs
Road (located at the end of
the road). Please try to car-
pool as there is limited park-
ing on Lithia Springs Road,
and in the Hiker Parking
Lot on Amherst Road (next
door to 502 Amherst Road),
which is about a half-mile
from the Lithia Springs
Road Gate. A 10-person
school van will be available
to shuttle participants from
the Hiker Lot to the Gate,
and back again at the end of
the Trek.

Treks are subject to
change or cancellation due
to weather or ground con-
ditions. Please be sure to
check the Bike/Walk page
on the Town website for any
cancellation notices or other
information: ~ www.south-
hadley.org/bikewalk. Should
there be a cancellation de-
cision, information will be
posted online by 8:00pm the
night before the hike.

Cemetery annual meeting April 30

SOUTH HADLEY—
The Proprietors of the South
Hadley Falls Cemetery (Vil-
lage Cemetery) will be con-
ducting its annual meeting
on Wednesday, April 30 at
6:30 p.m., in the small con-
ference room at the South

Hadley Public Library.

The public is invited to
the meeting as their input
is always welcomed. The
meeting will elect Officers
and Trustees, review reports
and discuss the future of the
cemetery.
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Support Buttery Brook Park
bottle & can drive

SOUTH HADLEY—
April 19 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. the Friends of Buttery
Brook Park will be conduct-
ing a Redeemable Bottle &
Can Drive to benefit pro-
grams and renovations at the
Park. Start gathering your

South Hadley Residents
Smith Educational Fund

redeemables now and bring
them to the high school
parking lot.

The high school students
will be having a car wash
at the same time to benefit
Make A Wish Foundation.
Two good causes.

Applications for financial assistance through the Smith Educational Fund are
available in the Superintendent’s Office, South Hadley Public Schools,
116 Main St, South Hadley, MA 01075 & southhadleyschools.org

Applicants must be:

Application deadline:

A resident of South Hadley

Under twenty-one years of age
Registered to attend a post-secondary school

May 16%, 2025

Easter is Sunday, April 20th
Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse

e Pansies (Flats & Hanging) ® Daffodils

e Hyacinths * Hydrangeas

e Easter Lilies * Asiatic Lilies

We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience!

Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area!

Opening Friday, Route 202, East Street, Granby

April 11th
Open: 8am-5pm

Vegetable Plants arriving soon!

Lettuce, Kale, Cabbage,
Cauliflower & more

a413-467-3794

~ Family Owned & Operated ~

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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By Ellenor Downer

Green-winged teal

Brimfield  resident
makes regular trips
to ponds to look for

waterfowl often in Warren.

On March 19 he saw five
Canada geese, six mallards
(three pairs), three Ameri-
can black ducks, six green-
winged teal (three pairs) and
one male, hooded mergan-
ser at a pond on New Reed
Street.

The green-winged teal
is the smallest dabbling
duck in North America. The
male has a cinnamon col-
ored head and grayish body
with a green crescent from
the eye to the back of the
head. The male has a vertical
white strip that extends from
the water line to its shoul-
der. The female is brown.
Both sexes have green wing
patches, which are visible in
flight. They also have a yel-
lowish stripe along the tail.

They have a blocky body,
large head and short bill.
They are between 12 and 15
inches in length. There tail is
high out of the water.

Spring time is a great
time to look for green
winged teal. They often land
in shallow wetlands and are
sometimes seen foraging
in puddles of water on ag-
ricultural fields. They feed
on shallow bodies of water
on vegetation. They breed in
dense vegetation along river
deltas.

The oldest know green-
winged teal was at least 20
years and three months. A
female, she was banded in
Oklahoma in 1941 and re-
covered by a hunter in Mis-
souri in 1960.

Great blue heron

The Brimfield resident
said in an email dated March
19, “I visited two ponds in
Warren yesterday and saw
great blue herons for the sec-
ond time this spring. Howev-
er this time, they were at the
pond where great blue her-
ons have had nest for a cou-
ple of years and an osprey

was  back.
Both sight-
ings  were
at the pond
on South
Street.” Oth-
er birds seen
at the pond

included one
ring-billed gull, three rock
pigeon, one blue jay and six
red-winged blackbirds.

Last year, there were
four heron nests, however
one nest fell down during
the winter. There were two
birds standing in one of the
nests for a time before one
of the birds flew to a nearby
tree.

Osprey

The Brimfield resident
said an osprey nest has been
at this location in Warren
since 2020 and nine young
have successfully fledged.
here. An adult just arrived in
the last day or so. The bird
flew to the nest carrying a
branch and then moved to
the bottom of the nest, tilt-
ed forward and then began
scratching at the bottom of
the nest. He took a picture
of this osprey scratching.
He said, “In a picture I took,
debris can be seen flying
over the edge of the nest. A
behavior I have never seen
before — interesting.”

Worm stealing blue jay

An Oakham resident
through his kitchen window
an American Robin extract
a worm from the ground.
He said, “At that moment, a
blue jay landed scaring off
the robin and stealing the
worm.” He watched the blue
jay flit closer and closer in
the shrubbery and swoop
in when the next worm was
extracted by a robin. He
said, “I did a quick check of
the literature - nothing like
this observed before. Jays,
crows, ravens and magpies
(Corvidae family) are re-
nowned for their instinctual
‘intelligence’ and thievery.”

Sandhill cranes

I have not seen the sand-
hill cranes in my field lately.
I did here then early in the
morning last week when I
put my trash bin out. My
neighbor said she heard
them in the morning as well.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at
413-967-3505 leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing  mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005.

“In Shock”

To the Editor:

I am an abutter to Mount
Holyoke College. I received
notice for Monday April
14th at 6:30 pm planning
board hearing at the Council
on Ageing for the proposed
project at 9 Woodbridge
Street for a new Energy
Center. (https://www.south-
hadley.org/ 1179/site-plan-
review.)

I was “In Shock” when
I examined the construction
documents and photo for the
proposed building.

I have worked in the
plumbing, HVAC and me-
chanical trades for most of
my life as well as working
for a large mechanical engi-
neering firm in Connecticut
for 15 years as a construc-
tion administrator before re-
tirement.

I have worked on several
projects, new construction
and renovations on many
College campuses includ-
ing MHC, Amherst, Smith,
Cornell, Dartmouth, Har-
vard and many others. I have
never seen a building that
“Stands Out” of place as this
building.

The construction docu-
ments do not indicate the end

use. Based on my experience
this facility will contain me-
chanical equipment systems
generating a lot of noise
operating 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, 365 days a year.

The rendering of the
proposed building does not
show the acoustic screening
on the roof adding addition-
al height to a total of 38 feet
above grade to house addi-
tional equipment, and two
ground mount emergency
generators, all adding addi-
tional noise.

I am “In Shock”, with
all the land that MHC owns,
they would choose this resi-
dential neighborhood loca-
tion for this building. This
building will be at one of the
Gateways to South Hadley.

Please don’t get me
wrong; the building design
is not the issue, it’s a nice
looking building with good
intentions for its use, how-
ever it does not complement
the neighboring architecture
characteristics.

I urge the planning board
to appose the construction of
this building in this location.

Please vote no.

Thank you.

Barry McPhee
South Hadley

PUT ALL Your, I
EGGS \N ONE 28

Eggplant parmesan anyone?

ust when you think you
Jare done planning your

garden you come across
something else to grow.
What did it for me was a
trip to the Dollar Store
where I found the seed
packs priced at four for
$1.25. What a deal!

While I wouldn’t
spend $3.99 for a pack-
age of eggplant seeds,

I could shell out approx-
imately 32 cents, and if I
end up with a half dozen fruit
it would be worth the invest-
ment.

We grow eggplant at Old
Sturbridge Village, but it is
the ornamental type, the kind
that looks seriously like pure
white eggs hanging from a
fuzzy gray-green plant! I plan
to grow “Black Beauty,” the
variety that holds promise of
parmesan grinders and saucy
pasta dishes.

It’s been a few years since
I have grown eggplant. I
stopped growing it because I
never seemed to pick it at the
right time — either it was too
early or too late.

So, why don’t we learn to-
gether how to grow eggplant
successfully and harvest it
correctly?

Eggplant is a member of
the Solanaceae family, mak-
ing it cousins with tomatoes
and peppers. Like its rela-
tives, eggplant seeds need to
be started indoors, eight to 10
weeks prior to the last frost.

By sowing the seed yester-
day, I just sneak in to the eight
week mark. If the thought of
growing eggplant excites you,

don’t let the calendar dissuade
you. Any head start is still a

ga)wl%w

%

11 24 *
by

,

head start!

The seeds like a warmer
germination temperature, with
some experts calling for 80
degrees! When the seedlings
show their first set of true
leaves, transplant them out
of the seed pack and into six
packs. A grow on temperature
of 72 degrees coupled with
supplemental light will pro-
duce nice, stocky seedlings.

Another trick to stocky
seedlings is the brush method.
A couple of times a day run
the top of your hand gently
over the seedlings. Depend-
ing on how quickly they grow,
another transplanting may-
be necessary, this time into a
four-inch pot.

Be careful not to disturb
the roots too much; while
tomatoes and peppers don’t
seem to mind transplanting,
eggplant can be stunted a bit,
so tackle this task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat
your garden space in prepara-
tion for planting out the seed-
ling. I lay down black plastic
for peppers and will also use
it for my eggplant transplants.

After the plants have been
hardened off for a week or so
by gradual exposure to the el-

ements, it’s time to get them
in the ground. I cut “Xs”
in the plastic about 18”
apart, and mix some
compost into the soil
under each X. The seed-
lings are then installed
just slightly lower into
the soil than where they
were growing in the pot.
If you can cover them with
a floating row cover to help
modulate the heat and keep
flea beetles and Colorado po-
tato beetles at bay, all the bet-
ter.

I read that northern gar-
deners can expect to get four
to six fruit per plant. Folks
with a longer growing season
can sometimes gain 12 to 15!

Once the fruit appear
glossy, they can be picked,
even before they reach their
full size. If you wait until
the skin is dull, the fruits are
seedy and not at their prime
any longer.

I am excited to see if my
32 cent investment will be
fruitful. Fingers crossed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

When is the best time for me
to claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

I will be 66 %2 in June and
would like to discuss when
would be the best time for me
to start taking my social secu-
rity benefits.

I am still employed full
time and don’t want to be pe-
nalized because of that. Please
let me know what I need to
do to set up an appointment
with you. I got your informa-
tion from the AMAC website
and I look forward to hearing
from you.

Signed: Ready to Claim

Dear Ready:

You can certainly call us
on 1-888-750-2622 during
normal EST business hours
for a personal conversation.

But to facilitate that con-
versation, be aware that de-
ciding when to claim your
Social Security benefit nor-
mally depends on just a few
factors, including your finan-
cial need, your health and
expected longevity, and your
marital status. A few things
to be aware of: Born in 1958,

your “Full Retirement Age”
is age 66 years and 8 months.
If you were born in October
1958, you will reach you
FRA in June 2025, and that is
the point you can get 100% of
the SS benefit you’ve earned
from a lifetime of working.

Once you reach your FRA
in June, Social Security’s “an-
nual earnings test” no longer
applies. Thus, you can con-
tinue working after you start
your SS benefits and your
earnings will not negatively
affect your monthly benefit
amount. If you claim any ear-
lier than your FRA, you will
get a smaller benefit and also
be subject to Social Security’s
annual earnings test (which
for you this year - your FRA
year - is $62,160, or $5,180/
month after you start your
SS benefits). If you decide to
claim before your FRA, your
benefit will be reduced by
.556% for each month early
(a permanent reduction).

You can also wait beyond
your FRA to claim and earn
Delayed Retirement Credits

(DRCs) at the rate of .667%
per month (8% per year of
delay), in order to get an even
higher benefit later. If finan-
cially feasible, you can delay
up to the age of 70 when your
monthly benefit will reach
maximum - about 27% more
than it will be in June of this
year.

0-If you are single and will
not be eligible for a spousal
benefit, then you should make
your claiming decision based
only on your own needs. If,
however, you are married and
your spouse’s FRA benefit is
more than twice your FRA
amount, you may be entitled
to a “spousal boost” (a sup-
plemental amount added to
your own SS benefit).

Your life expectancy
should be considered when
deciding when to claim your
SS retirement benefits. If you
expect to enjoy at least “aver-
age” longevity (about 87 for
a woman your current age),
then you might also consid-
er delaying your claim (if fi-
nancially feasible) and that is
often a prudent choice. If you
don’t expect to achieve a long
life, or if you need the mon-
ey sooner, or if you are enti-
tled to spousal benefits, then
claiming at your FRA of 66
years and 8 months is likely
your best option.

In the end, only you can
decide when you should

Please see SSI, page 5

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Wistariahurst Museu sensory
friendly egg hunt '

April 13th with

time slots from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

HOLYOKE—Wistaria-
hurst Museum is egg-static
to bring back our Senso-
ry-Friendly Egg Hunt for
a second year! This festive
egg hunt focuses on gentle
exploration and enjoyment.
Designed for families with
sensory  sensitivities, this
egg-ceptional event is tai-
lored so every bunny feels
comfortable and welcome.
This year’s egg hunt will take
place indoors throughout the
halls of Wistariahurst. Weath-
er permitting, outdoor games
and activities will add some
egg-stra fun to the event. Each
child can gather six eggs and
choose prizes ranging from
candy to fidget toys. Hop to
it and register for one of the
available time slots. Registra-
tion is available on Wistaria-
hurst’s Eventbrite page.

Museum Director Me-
gan Seiler hatched the idea
for Wistariahurst’s Sensory
Friendly Egg Hunt in 2024.

“We saw an opportunity for
the museum to offer this city
tradition to kids who may not
thrive at the large-scale egg
hunt downtown. We wanted
to be a space that could offer
more inclusion for this fun
event,” Seiler noted. Wistaria-
hurst is egg-cited to bring this
event back for April of this
year after the success of last
year’s egg hunt.

Families can sign up for
timed entry to ensure smooth
check-in between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. on Sunday, April
13. Families are welcome to
enjoy the egg hunt any time
during their timeslots, and

each time slot will be limited
to 10 families. The egg hunt
will continue until 1:30 p.m.,
allowing children to explore
at their own pace and enjoy a
stress-free experience.

Families are welcome to
explore the gardens and enjoy
outdoor games, weather per-
mitting, during the event.

Outside of this event, we
have open hours on Mondays
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. and
Tuesdays from 4:30 to 6:30
p-m., and our gardens are
open every day from dawn
until dusk. We hope to see all
of our peeps at this egg-stra
special event!

Less is more,
strategies for
decluttering

SOUTH HADLEY—
All are welcome to “Dis-
cover the Art of Declutter-
ing”, being presented on
May 1 at 4pm at the Senior
Center. Stephanie Baird,
LMHC will share expert
techniques using the Kon-
Mari method to help you
create a more organized
and stress-free space.

Enjoy her inspiration-
al guidance followed by a
delicious dinner featuring
stuffed chicken breast, rice
pilaf, veggies, dessert, and
drinks.

Tickets are $5 and are
available for purchase at
the Senior Center. Dead-
line to purchase tickets
is April 21. This event is
sponsored by the Friends
of the South Hadley Se-
niors.

Friends put together library
scholarship program

GRANBY - The Friends
of the Granby Free Public
Library is hosting a special
scholarship program for high
school students that are mak-
ing their way towards higher
education.

The awards are given to
students who have demon-
strated academic achieve-
ment and community service
through volunteer work at the
library, and eligible students
are required to be high school
seniors graduating this spring
and wither reside in Granby

or attend the Granby Schools.

The minimum GPA re-
quired for consideration is a
2.5, and the student’s commu-
nity service record must also
be included, with a minimun
of 45 logged library volunteer
hours completed during per
each junior and senior year.

Students must submit their
scholarship application and
essay, whuch can be found on
the library’s website, www.
granbylibrary.com, and must
be submitted by the deadline
of May 1,2025.

SHPD Drug Take Back on April 26

SOUTH HADLEY—A
DRUG TAKE BACK is
scheduled for April 26 from
10 am. to 2 p.m. in the
Bridge Street parking lot of
the South Hadley Police De-
partment.

It is sponsored by the
South Hadley SALT Council
- TRIAD. Monetary dona-
tions will be gratefully ac-
cepted to support programs
which benefit our senior cit-
izens.

SSI from page 4

claim your Social Security,
but we’re always here to an-
swer any additional questions
you may have. You can feel
free to call us at any time (1-
888-750-2622) during nor-
mal EST business hours to
discuss your options directly
with one of our certified So-
cial Security advisors. Or you
can also ask any additional

questions via email, which
we will be most happy to re-
spond to promptly.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It pres-

ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, Visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

South Hadley Senior Center

Upcoming events
for April 2025

SOUTH HADLEY—
Thank you to our volunteers
- this month and always.

Our volunteers are the
heart and soul of our Senior
Center, bringing warmth,
kindness and enthusiasm to
everything they do. Thanks
to their commitment, our
Senior Center remains a
welcoming and vibrant place
for all who walk through the
doors.

In honor of National
Volunteer Month, we are
hosting a special a Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon at
the end of April. Invitations
will be sent to all our incred-
ible volunteers — this is just a
small token of our gratitude
for everything they do.

We truly couldn’t do it
without them.

Community Office Hours
Monday, April 14 from
10:30 am. to 12 p.m. and
Thursday, April 24 from 4
p-m. to 6 p.m.
SHPD - Chief Gunder-

sen will be holding Office
Hours at the Senior Center

Monday, April 21, 10
a.m.
State Rep Homar Gomez
will be holding Office Hours
at the Senior Center

Events:
Fridays, April 11 to
May 9, 2:30 p.m.

NEW! Intro to Mosa-
ics series —in this five-part
series, you will learn about
the history and techniques
of mosaic art from Brian
Schrauf. Mr. Schrauf has 50
years of experience. You will
complete a project of either a
house number or a gardening
steppingstone. All supplies
included. Total cost is $20
per person.

Fridays, April 11 to May
16, 3 to 4 p.m.

NEW! Learn Conversa-
tional French $3 per person.

Learn conversational
French with Mrs. Ingrid
Vega, M.Ed., World Lan-
guage Department chair and
French teacher from Holy-
oke High School- North

Campus. This group will
meet weekly in this size-part
series.

Mark your calendars —
for the events scheduled for
the end of April.

Thursday, April 24, 2
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Senior Living Options
Fair: Meet staff from local
Long-Term Care, Assisted
Living and Independent Liv-
ing communities, and learn
about the services and pro-
grams they offer. Plus enter
for a chance to win a raffle
prize.

Monday, April 28, 1:30

to 3:30 p.m.
Navigating Through ‘the

last chapter of Life

Gain expert guidance on
end-of-life care from medi-
cal professionals and holistic
practitioners. From Hospice
to palliative approaches and
beyond. Our panel will pro-
vide practical insight and
compassionate discussion to
help you navigate this sensi-
tive journey.

Friends of the GFPL Spring
Book Sale from May 1-31
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www:SOUTHHADLEYARTS org

Book lovers and
bargain hunters

GRANBY —The
Friends of the Granby
Free Public Library will
host their annual Month-
Long Spring Book Sale
during the month of May
in the Community Room
' of the Library. You will
be able to choose from
a large assortment of
used and like-new hard-
cover, softcover, paper-
back books, teen books
and children’s books,
along with a selection
of CDs, DVDs, video
games and audiobooks.
The Library is now ac-
cepting donations of
hardcover and paper-
back books, DVDs, mu-
sic CDs, playable video
games, and audiobooks
in good condition accept-
able for resale.

The Library does
not accept donations of:
Textbooks, encyclope-
dias, Reader’s Digest
books, or books with
smoke, mold, mildew, or
water damage.

Donations are accept-
ed at the Library during
open hours. Please do not
leave donated books out-
side the library or in the
book return. Donations
accepted until April 29.

The Granby Free
Public Library is locat-
ed at 297 E. State St. in
Granby. The Book Sale
will be held during open
library hours throughout
the month of May.

All proceeds benefit
the Friends of the Gran-
by Library, who support
library programming.

Call for more infor-
mation 413-467-3320 or
visit granbylibrary.org.

SHOWCASE
SOUTH HADLEY
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Local nonprofit offers
$1,000 scholarship to
two high school seniors

BELCHERTOWN/
GRANBY - Local chari-
table organization Nick’s
Waves of Change is hold-
ing a special scholarship
program of $1,000 towards
college for two students.

Nick’s Waves of Change
was created for Nicholas R.
Boileau who passed away
from acute myeloid leu-
kemia in 2021, and in his
memory, the organization
strives to create ‘“waves
of change” throughout the
community.

One student from Nick’s
alma mater, Belchertown
High School, and one to an-
other high school senior in
Western Massachusetts that
matches the qualifications
will receive the scholarship.

The application can
be found on their website,
www.nickswavesofchange.
org under the “Scholarship
Opportnities” tab, as well
as requirements for the
grant award. Applications
are due to be completed by
April 17,2025.

Holyoke Rotary Club
announces date of Eat,
Drink, & Be Holyoke

A premier tasting
fundraiser &
silent auction

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Rotary Club has an-
nounced the date of the 2025
Eat, Drink, & Be Holyoke,
their premier tasting fund-
raiser and silent auction on
Thursday, May 1. The event
will take place at the Holyoke
Council on Aging & Senior
Center at 5:30pm and will
include live music performed
by The Earls & Pearls.

Eat, Drink, & Be Holyoke
will feature food prepared by
Amedeo’s, Fame, Pics Pub,
Rusty’s Place, and Sumo.
Beverage tastings will be
provided by Quality Bever-
age and Wine Haus. Tasting
samples will include craft
beer, seltzers, canned cock-
tails, and wine.

Tickets are $50 and can
be purchased at https:/
edbh2025.eventbrite.com/.

Eat, Drink & Be Holy-
oke is generously sponsored
Holyoke Medical Center,
Holyoke Gas & Electric,
Carl & Shirley Eger, Holyoke
Credit Union, Marcotte Ford,
Mountain View Landscapes,
Brunault, Proulx & Mec-
Guiness, Center School, Riv-
er Valley Counseling Center,
Dowd Insurance, Holyoke

YMCA, and Holyoke Mall
At Ingleside.

The Holyoke Rotary Club
is still identifying addition-
al event sponsors, as well as
food and beverage vendors.
Local businesses interested in
supporting and collaborating
together with the Holyoke
Rotary Club for this event
are encouraged to visit www.
holyokerotary.com.

Proceeds will go towards
supporting Rotary projects,
mostly within the Holyoke
Rotary district of Holyoke,
South Hadley, and Granby,
Mass. Ongoing Holyoke
Rotary projects include pro-
viding several annual schol-
arships, providing food for
those in need through com-
munity collaborations, and
fostering community en-
gagement with free summer
concerts, as well as funding
international clean water ini-
tiatives.

Since 2008 the Holyoke
Rotary Club has raised over
$150,000 to fund various
projects, including the Mira-
cle League of Western Mas-
sachusetts Inclusive Play-
ground at Kennedy Field, the
media room at the Holyoke
Library, K-9 vests for the
Holyoke Police Department,
and literacy projects with
Kelly School and Holy-
oke Boys’ and Girls’ Club,
among others.
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vacant since then, and served
as the elementary school un-
til they received funding from
the MSBA for the other ele-
mentary school in town.

The project’s main goal is
to renovate the Council on Ag-
ing, as well as provide a sin-
gle location for all municipal
offices, which are currently
spread out, making it difficult
to operate and communicate.

It will also provide a
warming and cooling center,
community use of conference
rooms, after school programs,
performing arts, youth groups,
a community kitchen for food
security and more.

The current total cost is
estimated to be about $15.7
million for the 22,000 square
foot building, and upon com-
pletion, it will provide the
town with more much-needed
space.

“A major factor in the in-
crease in cost is compliance
with MA building codes for
accessibility and energy effi-
ciency,” said Mercier.

Additions to heating and
cooling systems and venti-
lation upgrades are needed
within the building, as well as
electrical services, plumbing,
and HVAC changes in the es-
timated amount of $3 million.

These unforeseen costs led
to massive increases from the
original proposed $5 million
to $15.7 million estimated
costs that are being seen now.

The project’s cost has in-
creased for a number of rea-
sons, most of which were
unforeseen and due to costs
increasing nationally.

The amount of square foot-
age of the plan has increased
from the original plan, and the
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The posters detailing the proposed plan for the new West Street Building and a computer-

generated image from EDM Studio.

building upgrades required to
meet current building codes
and accessibility in Massa-
chusetts.

The change in cost is
also from the upgrades that
were required in order to be
in compliance with current
energy codes, and to install
a new standby generator and
fire pump and water cisterns,
as well as to take into consid-
eration market conditions like
construction prices, labor, and
other factors that have all in-
creased in price.

The town also plans to sell
COA building which currently
houses more municipal offices
in addition to the senior center
and use proceeds towards the
WSB project. The COA build-
ing currently costs $49,000
for the town in annual upkeep.

Between rent and main-
tenance between both of the
properties where the town
offices are, the town has to
spend over $100,000 annual-
ly to maintain the use of both
buildings.

Article I

Article I of the Warrant
for the Town Meeting was
for the transfer of a total of
$9,989,361 from several town
accounts, including the Mu-
nicipal Building Stabiliza-
tion Fund, the Capital Needs
Stabilization Funds, and then
borrow or bond the remaining
$7.9 million.

The Article states that the
borrowings would be “for
the purpose of funding the
renovation of the West Street
building into municipal offic-
es.”

However, the Article fur-
ther states, “this borrowing
authorization shall be con-
tingent upon the successful
passage of a Proposition 2
12 Debt Exclusion vote to be
held on May 19, 2025.”

Those gathered spent over
an hour asking questions and
sharing their concerns, com-
plaints, and ideas surrounding
the Article.

Article I failed, with 116
votes against, and 94 in favor
of the Article.

Article 1T

Originally, Article II de-
tailed the request for approval
to transfer a total of $2.5 mil-
lion total from the Municipal
Building Stabilization Fund,
the Capital Needs Stabiliza-
tion Funds, as well as other
available funds.

Selectboard Chair Crystal
Dufresne issued a request for
an amendment to Article II,
for a sum of $3 million to be
taken from a different account
with available funds.

After about a half hour
of discussion, the amend-
ment was accepted, with a
new statement for the town to
transfer $3 million from the
aforementioned account.

Article II, which was des-
ignated “for the purpose of
funding the remediation of
hazardous material, demo-
lition, debris removal, and
leveling the site of the West
Street Building,” was ap-
proved and passed by majori-
ty vote of those remaining.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Small Class Sizes
Art, Band, Chorus

World Language Lab

Afterschool Clubs:
Newspaper, Robotics

New Playgrounds

HADLEY ELEMENTARY

Tech & Makerspace Lab

7:30am Homework support (free)

Equestrian, Board Games .
Inclusive Special Ed Services

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2025-2026

Hadley Public Schools grades PK-12 is now accepting
School Choice Applications.
They can be found at www.hadleyschools.org.
The cut-off date for applications is April 16th.

Hadley Public Schools Offers the following advantages:

HOPKINS ACADEMY

Small Class Sizes

Advanced Course Offerings

AP, PLTW, Early College

Career Pathways in:

Business, Clean Energy, Public Safety,
Engineering, Computer Science,
Health Care, Environmental Science
Extracurricular Offerings:

Athletics, Band, Chorus,

Drama, Equestrian, Leadership
Internships, Service Learning

¢ Travel Opportunities
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Senator Jake Ollvelra Town Administrator Lisa Wong, Kim Prough, State Representative Homar
Gomez, and Andy Rogers giving their appreciation for the hard work of the community.

PARK from page 1

who is providing a $500,000
Grant towards the project,”
said Wong.

Melissa Cryan and the
PARC Grant team at the Di-
vision of Conservation Ser-
vices at the State Department
of Environmental Affairs,
had been a huge help along-
side Andy Rogers in securing
these grants.

Additionally, the Friends
of Buttery Brook Park were
happy to announce they were
able to fundraise an addition-
al $200,000 through their
hard work putting on special
events for fundraising.

“This is really going to
be the lifeblood and heart of
our community,” said Senator
Jake Oliveira. “As someone
who represents this commu-
nity, I want to thank the com-
munity for allowing us to rep-
resent you.”

Getting ready to start with construction on the start on a cold day.

“Something that is really
important for communities is
mental health, and parks like
this are so amazing for that

reason,” said Representative
Homar Gomez. “I am more
than happy to represent South
Hadley... this place really has

T R 7
Turley Photos by Emily- Rose Pappas
Standing proudly with shovels to celebrate the construction beginning on the park.

gerly awaiting the new 9-hole
disc golf courts.

SHELD also worked hard
to donate the $20,000 for in-
stallation and the equipment
for the lightning, as well as
helping with the installation
of WiFi in the park, making
it even better for you to get
work done at the park while
the kids play.

Some of the new features
being introduced to the park
include new walking trails
about a half mile long, en-
hancements to the playground
like poured in place rubber,
a new bandshell, repaving
on the basketball court, and
more.

Dozens of people attend-
ed the ground breaking, and
the community is looking
forward to the many new fea-
tures coming to the park in
the future to make it a better
place for all.

Both Oliveira and Gomez
have found joy in Buttery
Brook Park, whether it’s at
the pickleball courts or ea-

aplace in my heart, and I real-
ly believe we’ve been able to
get so much done because of
these people’s support.”

Local chorus vows ‘till the
whole world sings’

NORTHAMPTON - Heart
of the Valley Chorus, a wom-
en’s voices barbershop a cap-
pella group, will host a concert
on Sunday, May 4 at 3 p.m. at
Bombyx Center for Arts & Eq-
uity (130 Pine Street, Florence
MA).

This annual show invites
the community to experience
music’s power to inspire joy,
community, and peace, and to
keep the music playing “Till
the Whole World Sings” (the
theme of this year’s show,
and the official theme song of
World Singing Day written by
Scott Johnson and Chad War-
ren).

“When the world feels di-
vided and unstable, there’s
something really grounding
and comforting about coming
together and making harmo-
ny,” says Stephanie Flinker,
a 30-year veteran barbershop
singer and director of Heart of
the Valley.

Joining them on the
stage will be the Cider
House Boys, High Defini-
tion, the Northampton High
School Chamber Choir, the

Northamptones, Chill Har-
monics, the Wise Guys, and
the Ujima Sings.

“There are so many amaz-
ing a cappella groups in this

area,” says Flinker. “This
show is a wonderful way to
introduce the community to a
variety of musical genres and
styles, as well as all the oppor-
tunities to join the singing!”

Tickets are on sale now at
the Bombyx box office and
at www.bombyx.live for a
suggested donation of $20. A
portion of proceeds will bene-
fit Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Hampshire County.

Heart of the Valley Chorus
was established 40 years ago
as the Mount Sugarloaf Cho-
rus, and is part of Sweet Ade-
lines International. They have
recently performed at Rock-
ridge Retirement Community,
the Springfield Sheraton, the
Granby Senior Center, Pause
& Pivot Farm.

On May 10 they will com-
pete along with 13 other Sweet
Adeline Region One choruses
at Symphony Hall in Spring-
field. Chorus members include
school teachers, medical pro-
fessionals, college faculty,
mail carriers, retirees, book-
keepers, fund development
professionals, social workers,
pastors and so much more
from all over the Pioneer Val-
ley. For information about vis-
iting a rehearsal, visit www.
heartofthevalleychorus.org.

Painting, Staining & Restoration

Superior preparation for a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
ameronpatnng.com 20502063
cameronpainting.com =
don@cameronpainting.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ¢ Underground Ultilities
Water e Sewer @ Septic ® Drainage

Grading e Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483  Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

Rummage
Sale at
St. Paul’s
April 26

HOLYOKE—St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 485 Ap-
pleton Street, Holyoke will
hold their Annual Rum-
mage Sale on Saturday,
April 26 from 9 am. to 2
p-m. in the Auditorium.

There will be bargains
for everyone including
clothing, housewares, bed-
ding, towels, books, toys,
and holiday and craft sup-
plies

Free ample parking is
located behind the church
and all are welcome.

For more information,
please contact Trudy Mon-
son 413-335-1145 or call
the church office at 413-
532-5060.

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
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American Parkinson Disease Association
to educate and empower during
Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month

s20

BOSTON—April is Par-
kinson’s Disease Awareness
Month, and the American
Parkinson Disease Associa-
tion (APDA) will commem-
orate the month with a “Did
You Know?” campaign that
will educate the public about
Parkinson’s disease (PD) —
highlighting everything from
statistics and symptoms to
personal stories and ways
to get involved — while also
helping those affected by
PD feel empowered with the
resources and support they
need.

Through a nationwide
network of Chapters and In-
formation & Referral (I&R)
Centers, APDA works every
day to provide the support,
education, and research that

USDA INSP.
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will help everyone impacted
by PD live life to the fullest.
The APDA Massachusetts
Chapter and APDA I&R
Center at Boston University
School of Medicine work
in tandem to support people
living with PD throughout
the Commonwealth and be-
yond, as well as their care
partners and loved ones, by
helping them assemble the
resources, support, and med-
ical expertise they need to
feel more empowered, con-
nected, and optimistic.
Throughout Parkinson’s
Disease Awareness Month
(and always), the APDA
Massachusetts Chapter and
APDA I&R Center at Bos-
ton University have a vari-
ety of programs and events

planned, with many ways for
people to get involved. April
is the perfect time to register
for the 39th Annual Massa-
chusetts Optimism Walk,
which will take place on
Sunday, May 18 in Framing-
ham as part of a nationwide
initiative to raise awareness
and vital funds for the PD
community. The Optimism
Walk series is a cornerstone
of APDA’s efforts to em-
power individuals living
with PD and their families
while advancing research to-
wards better treatments and,
ultimately, a cure. Addition-
ally, throughout the month,
APDA will share education-

Please see DISEASE,
page 11
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f 90 Meat Outlet@
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Caster

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.




Page 8

D

AN

sports@turley.com

SPORTS

TOWN Reminder

4 @turleysports

ﬂ acebook.com/turleysports

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

April 11, 2025

www.sports.turley.com

Tigers fall to Brownies in home match

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
First-year Agawam  girls’
varsity lacrosse coach Tay-
lor DeGeorge was expecting
her team’s first road match
of the regular season against
the South Hadley Lady Tigers
to be a very close affair. The
non-league contest didn’t end
up being very close.

The Brownies held an 8-0
lead at the end of the opening
quarter and coasted to a 16-6
victory, last Tuesday after-
noon.

“This was our first road
game of the regular season,
and I was really expecting it
to be very close,” said De-
George. “The girls were very
focused during warm-ups,
and I think it translated at
the start of the game. They
did everything that we asked
them to do.”

Agawam haven’t lost a
girls lacrosse match to South
Hadley in more than 15 years.

Seven different players
scored a goal for the Brown-
ies (2-0), who opened the
regular season with a 13-8
home win against Wahconah
Regional on March 27.

Leading the way offen-
sively was senior Vivian Gou-
vin with four goals and two
assists.

Senior Gabby Cosentini
also recorded a hat-trick and
had three assists.

Senior Isabella Spauld-
ing, junior Makayla Rosario,
sophomore Gianna Goodrow,
and freshman Olivia Govoni
each scored two goals. Ju-
nior Finn Mahoney scored
her only goal during the first
quarter.

“We had several goal scor-
ers in today’s game, which is
always very important,” De-
George said. “We didn’t rely

Caitlin Dean soots over a defender’s stick.

Ava Asselm takes a shot.

on only one player to score
goals.”
Senior Kyra Bernard was

Lea Agudelo avoids a defender

Turley photos by David Henry WWW, sweetdogphotos com

credited with an assist, but she
began most of the Brownies
scoring plays.

“Kyrais one of our defend-
ers and the defense doesn’t al-
ways get enough credit,” De-

George said. “She played very
well in today’s game with ten
ground balls. You can’t win a
lacrosse game without having
the ball in your stick.”

The Brownies other de-
fenders are junior Lucia La-
Rocque, junior Kaylin Barna,
and freshman Morgan Krieb-
el.

Sophomore Megan Out-
house and junior Kilee Barna
split the goalie duties for the
visiting team.

The Lady Tigers (0-2) be-
gan the regular season with
a home loss against West
Springfield.

“We’re a young team with
four seniors and one junior, so
I think it’1l be a building year,”
said South Hadley head coach
Danielle Clark. “We came out
flat in the first quarter. We’re
still figuring out how to work
together.”

Please see TIGERS, page 9

Raquel Losty tries to get around an Agawam defender.

Granby boys volleyball wins th|rd straight

CHICOPEE - Last
Thursday afternoon,
Granby boys volleyball
edged Chicopee 3-2.
Jake Gagnon had 22 kills
in the five-set marathon.
He also contributed 14
assists. Nathan Walsh
had 22 assists. Chicopee
got 18 kills from John
Centeno while Alex Gar-
cia had 14 kills. Granby
scored the win in the
match with a 15-6 vic-
tory in the fifth deciding
set. Granby is 3-0 while
Chicopee is now 2-2 on
the season.

e,

Grandon
Chatel send a
bump awa.

Braeden Gallagher goes for a spike.

Jake Chagnon spikes through a pair of
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com defenders.

Ellie Szlosek throws over to
first.

Mabel carlllon sends a pltch
home.

~ Kaitlyn
Curran
fields a

grounder to

Rams
edged in

m& ngarathon

matchup

Cassie
Flaherty
fires over to
first base.
GRANBY - Last
Thursday afternoon,

. it was a marathon to
ithe end, and despite an
eight-run bottom of the
seventh, the Rams came
up short, with visiting
Palmer prevailing 24-23
in softball action. For
host Granby, Cassie Fla-
herty, Katie Grabherr,
and Alexis Lapite had
three hits each. Palmer
got five hits from Hannah
Roy, and Jaydo Pardo,
Jill Holbrook, Scarlett
LaRose, Anna King, and
Jaclyn Swiatowski had
three hits each. Granby
is 1-2 to start the season
while Palmer is now 1-1.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Katie Grabherr stretches to get the out.
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OT goal lifts Thunderbirds
over Lehigh Valley Phantoms

ALLENTOWN, Pa. —
The Springfield Thunder-
birds (34-28-2-4) received a
perfect night from their net-
minder and outlasted the Le-
high Valley Phantoms (33-
27-6-2) in a 1-0 overtime
win on Saturday night at the
PPL Center. Coupled with
Hartford’s overtime loss in
Hershey, the T-Birds’ magic
number to clinch a playoff
berth has fallen to just 1.

After being pressured
for 16 first-period shots on
Friday in Utica, Springfield
was far stingier defensively
in the opening frame against
their division foes, keeping
Lehigh Valley to just seven
shots in the first period and
making things easy for Vad-
im Zherenko to keep the op-
ponents off the board.

Parker Gahagen had a
similarly strong start for the
Phantoms, turning away the
eight Springfield offerings
that came his way in the first
20 minutes. Furthermore,
neither team could connect
on one power-play chance
each in the opening stanza.

Springfield had its best
chance to break the scoreless
deadlock in a mad scram-
ble near the net in the sec-
ond, but Gahagen managed

to turn away both Dalibor
Dvorsky and Nikita Alex-
androv despite being on his
belly while trying to keep
the puck out.

Lehigh Valley’s closest
call came off the stick of vet-
eran Anthony Richard, who
scooted to the right side of
the slot to punch a quick at-
tack on the net after the puck
caromed in front off the end
boards. Zherenko, though,
had the answer, pushing his
left leg across for the pad
save, one of his 21 stops
through 40 minutes. Gaha-
gen took a 20-save shutout
into the third for Lehigh Val-
ley.

A tentative third period
saw the teams protect the
defensive zone. Lehigh Val-
ley’s door of opportunity
opened when the Phantoms
earned their second power
play, but Zherenko and the
Springfield penalty kill stiff-
ened. With the game just two
seconds away from over-
time, the Phantoms nearly
won it in the final seconds,
but Zherenko flashed out the
left leg for a phenomenal in-
tight save on Zayde Wisdom
to force the game into over-
time.

Overtime only further

showcased Zherenko’s sto-
rybook night, as Lehigh
Valley relentlessly fired
chances at the Springfield
net, but none of their eight
tries found their way past the
Springfield goaltender.

With just a half-minute
to play in the extra period,
Dvorsky moved back into the
Phantoms zone and await-
ed a trailer. Calen Addison
flew in off the Springfield
bench, took a drop pass, and
snapped a wrist shot through
Gahagen to finally break the
ice and give the T-Birds the
overtime win on the veter-
an blueliner’s first goal and
point as a T-Bird.

Springfield gets a break
from game action before tak-
ing the ice on Friday inside
the Thunderdome at 7:05
p-m. against Belleville. The
Hartford Wolf Pack and Her-
shey Bears square off again
on Sunday, and any Hershey
victory would punch the
Thunderbirds’ ticket to the

Calder Cup Playoffs.
Fans can get their Thun-
derbirds tickets for the

Calder Cup playoff push
today by calling (413) 739-
GOAL (4625) or by visit-
ing www.SpringfieldThun-
derbirds.com.

Railers take

WORCESTER - It can
be really hard to project the
outcome of a game between
a team that has nothing to
lose and one that has every-
thing to lose.

Such was the case Satur-
day night in the match here
between the Railers and
the Adirondack Thunder.
Worcester won by a goal, of
course, 3-2. Each of the Rail-
ers’ last seven victories have
been by one goal including a
shootout triumph.

Adirondack is out of the
playoff race and using many
new faces. The Railers’ bat-
tle for the final playoff spot
in the North Division leaves
them no margin for error.

The math is simple even
if the task is not. The Railers
have three games left, one
with Adirondack Sunday and
two at Reading next week-
end. If they win them all,
they make the playoffs with
80 points.

Saturday, the Worces-
ter scorers were Justin Gill,
Tanner Schachle and Tyler
Kobryn. Ian Pierce and Ka-
leb Ergang had the Adiron-

dack goals. It was Pierce’s
first professional goal.

Gill scored in the first pe-
riod, Schachle in the second
and Kobryn in the third. At
one point the Railers had a
2-0 lead, then backslid in the
second half of the second pe-
riod. Ergang scored with 10
seconds to go in the period
and it was 2-2 heading into
the third.

Kobryn broke the tie with
a shot from between the cir-
cles at 14:37.

It was his ninth goal in
23 games with Worcester.
Kobryn had two in 18 games
with Florida this year before
being traded to the Railers
and 16 in 145 career ECHL
games prior to his arrival
here.

“Any time you get that
kind of production out of
a player who was kind of a
‘nothing’ trade,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said, “that defi-
nitely helps, but everybody
has to fit a role and he fits his
role with that line.

“And when he gets
chances he doesn’t miss.”

Gill, in contrast, has been

3-2 win over Adirondack

a difference maker on of-
fense. He is 7-13-20 in 20
games with Worcester this
season and plus-11. The
Railers are 12-6-2 when Gill
is in the lineup.

Schachle’s goal was his
first in a Worcester uniform
to go along with three as-
sists.

The Railers were in con-
trol of things until they went
on a power play halfway
through the second peri-
od. The power play was, in
a word, inept. Momentum
turned in Adirondack’s di-
rection and the Thunder
dominated the rest of the pe-
riod.

“It’s not anything they
did, it’s something we did,”
Tuzzolino said of the power
play. “It’s self-inflicted. The
biggest problem with our
power play right now is that
it’s killing momentum. It’s
not just that we’re not scor-
ing, it’s killing momentum.”

Michael Bullion con-
tinued to be a momentum

Please see RAILERS,
page 11

TIGERS from page 8

Agawam took a 1-0 lead
when Spaulding put a free
position goal into the cage
past sophomore goalie Riley
Nestor with 9:44 remaining in
the opening quarter.

Then Spaulding, Good-
row, and Mahoney scored
goals in a span of 25 seconds,
as the Brownies built a 4-0 ad-
vantage

With a little less than eight
minutes left in the opening
quarter, Goodrow netted her
second goal.

Cosentini added her name
on the score sheet with an un-
assisted goal.

The duo of Rosario and
Govoni scored the Brown-
ies final two goals during the
opening twelve minutes of the
contest.

Following a turnover a
minute into the second stanza,
Govoni scored another goal
giving Agawam a 9-0 lead.

The Brownies led by dou-
ble digits for the first time
with 9:20 left in the first half
when Cosentini made a spin
move before firing a shot into
the cage for her third goal of
the match.

The home fans finally
had something to cheer about
when senior Caitlin Dean
scored a goal, which was as-
sisted by senior Ava Asselin
with eight minutes left in the
second quarter.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kylie Sierra rushes up the field.

Asselin also scored a goal,
as the Lady Tigers were trail-
ing 10-2 with 6:40 remaining
in the first half.

The final two goals of the
second quarter were scored
by Rosario and Gouvin, as the
Brownies held a 12-2 halftime
advantage.

While the outcome had
pretty much been decided at
that point, South Hadley out-
scored Agawam, 3-2 in the
third quarter. The three Lady
Tigers goals were scored by

senior Margaret Watkins, se-
nior Raquel Losty, and Dean,
who also scored another goal
four minutes into the fourth
period.

Gouvin scored Agawam’s
first three goals in the second
half. The Brownies’ other
goal was scored by Cosenti-
ni which extended the lead to
16-6 with 5:30 left in regula-
tion.

It was the only meeting of
the regular season between
the two squads.

Reminder
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This year’s Showcase will bring top-flight local, regional, and national talent to South Hadley
across a wide spectrum of arts and culture, plus many family fun activities and performances

for all ages. Most activities and performances are free of charge.

SHOWCASE South Hadley
returns April 26 & 27

SOUTH HADLEY
South Hadley will again cele-
brate its many diverse cultur-
al and business communities
with  SHOWCASE South
Hadley 2025.

The festival will take
place on April 26 and 27,
with performances and ac-
tivities across South Hadley.
On Saturday, April 26, from
10 am. to 5 p.m. the town
center will host events at the
common, local churches,
and Mount Holyoke College,
culminating in an evening
concert by Grammy-winning
blues and soul artist Ruthie
Foster at Abbey Chapel on
the MHC campus.

On Sunday, April 27th,

a Gospel Brunch at Morn-
ingstar Baptist Church, fea-
turing The Kevin Sharpe
Group (advance registration
required), will kick off at
noon, followed by perfor-
mances at the Baptist Church
hall, Methodist Church, and
South Hadley Public Library
all afternoon. An Artisan /
Craft / and Business Fair will
be held each day, along with
a host of children’s and fami-
ly presentations and activities
for all ages.

Special thanks to our lead
sponsors for their critical
support: Republic Services,
Arrivability Car  Service,
Mount Holyoke College, and
Private Financial Design.

Showcase South Hadley
is also made possible thanks
to the generous support of the
Town of South Hadley, the
South Hadley Cultural Coun-
cil, the Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council, MASH (Music
and Arts South Hadley), and
dozens of individual donors,
participating business, and
countless volunteers.

More detailed informa-
tion, including all scheduled
performances and activities,
Gospel Brunch registration,
sponsor and donor support,
volunteer opportunities,
and general inquiries can be
found by visiting the SHOW-
CASE South Hadley website
at https://southhadleyarts.org.

Open practice rescheduled for Quabbin Valley players

The  Quabbin  Valley
Over-28 Baseball League is
looking to infuse new talent
into its league for the 2025
season.

The league is looking for
at least six more players to
sign up to play in the league
this year.

The open practice sched-
uled for Sunday, April 6 was
rained out. Players can still
register for the season and the
next open practice is sched-
uled for Sunday, April 13 at
10 a.m. at Beachgrounds Park
in South Hadley. Following
that practice, new players
will be drafted to teams in the

league as the league works to
fill its open roster spots.
Registration for the 2025
season is now open and any
interested players can go to
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or
to seek more information
or make inquiries about the
league. The league website
will also be updated over the
next month with information
about the upcoming season.
There are many open
roster spots available in the
league for the 2025 season,
which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday,
April 27. The league plays

most Sunday from late April
through mid-August with
playoffs following that. The
league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically fields
six teams each year. Games
are usually played at 10 a.m.
with fields in Easthampton
and South Hadley normally
used.

The  Quabbin Valley
league is an all-abilities
league and all are welcome
to join. Eligibility is players
who are age 28 and over. You
must be 30 to be eligible to
pitch in the league. Your age
for eligibility is whatever age
you will turn in 2025.
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bird 52. Astronomer Carl 10. NFL great Randy  43. 16 ounces

21. Ocular protection ~ 56. Small horses 12. Within 45.The Bay State
index 58. A slender tower 13. Palm trees 48. A well-defined

23. Phil __, former with balconies 16. Fungal disease track or path
CIA 60. A disrespectful 17.Tall, slender- 50. Substitution

24. Icelandic poems quality leaved plants 51. Defined period

28. Pop 62. Fully shaded inner  20. Affirmative! (slang) 53. Group of toughs

29. Device regions 22. A passportis one  54. Region

30. Actor Rudd 63. Short convulsive  25. Two outs in 55. Famed Scottish

32. A pituitary intake of breath baseball (abbr.) Loch

26. Swiss river
27. Deferential

35. Corpuscle count 1. Popular Sunday 29. Where a bachelor  59. Recipe
(abbr.) dinner option lives measurement
36. Young women’s 2. Oil cartel 31. Portable computer 61. Father to Junior
association 3. Agile screen material

57. Blood relation
58. Not around
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD A Call We Haul
FIREWOOD FAST REMOVAL

Fresh cut & split $200.00 .
Seasoned cut & split $300.00 Junk’voprh?j"'f;:1c||(ea'ltmms.
e load it & take it.

All hardwood.
413-531-1936

Tree length available
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

*Also have seasoned softwood

for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 'CQ‘\F;_

Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood A B Hauling and
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless 8 o _Removal Service
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882- =

0178 2++xxxrx) & B HOUSEHOLD

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
WANTED TO BUY

bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, (413)563-0487

Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-

cal instruments, typewriters, sew-

ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,

lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook- ELECTRICIAN
ware, knives, military, automotive,

fire department, masonic, license

plates, beer cans, barware, books,

oil cans, advertising tins, hunting, NEED AN
fishing, signs, and more. ELECTRICIAN?

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Look no further!
PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682,

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups,
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties.

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing,
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.

(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate.

Call 978-257-8237.
Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment |-z

FROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

A13-34A8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
‘ﬁ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
- www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

BBE
i

TSI
PRounEN

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing in
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs.
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH FOR
JUN
EPAIRABLE

AN DK s

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS |

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a full-time Chief of Police. $75,000
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-

fications. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to
apply is 4/28/2025. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/

Classified
Advertising

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT 2PM

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

ODLERELD #

Bejl:

i

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ ) =4
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 2 | 24 s
2 i | 26 | 27 | 2 et
29 Basgsoss | 30 Beserreg| 31 B | 32 B
33 Bt | 34 Beiavn| 39 Binin | 36 B a0
7 iy | 38 | 39 g 40 R
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

BRMFELD
STURBRIDGE

9 uBBARDSTON

e
i
muxmu

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a
Library Director to join our team.
For application and more info. visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*Heat and hot water included
*Ample Closets
*Fully Applianced
*Community Room
sLaundry Facilities
*Cats Welcome
*Extra Storage
*24 Hour Maintenance
For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA

- BUY/S

-REPE fﬁ
WITH THE CLASSTFIEDS)
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DISEASE from page 7

al information and resources
on all APDA social media
channels using #DidYou-
Know.

With approximately one
million people living with PD
in the United States — 21,000
of which are in Massachu-
setts — and 90,000 new diag-
noses every year, it is critical
to engage, inform, and sup-
port the PD community and
raise public awareness about
the disease. Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Awareness Month is the
perfect time to shine a spot-
light on this issue.

“With a new diagnosis
every six minutes, nearly
7,200 people in this coun-
try will learn they have PD
in April alone,” states Cathi
Thomas, RN, MS, Program
Coordinator at the APDA
I&R Center at Boston Uni-
versity. “Here in Massachu-
setts, we are the boots on the
ground. From support groups

and exercise classes to edu-
cational events and access
to PD experts, APDA is here
for every member of our lo-
cal PD community, working
tirelessly to help make their
journey more positive.”
Beyond Massachusetts,
APDA offers extensive vir-
tual programming and a ro-
bust resource library — with
many resources available in
Spanish and Mandarin/Sim-
plified Chinese — to ensure
that all members of the PD
community have access to
high-quality information and
services no matter where they
live and to help them to feel
connected to the community
even from a distance. From
popular webinar series like
Dr. Gilbert Hosts, Unlocking
Strength Within, and Let’s
Keep Moving with APDA to
a variety of virtual exercise
and movement classes, there
is something for everyone.
Support from the public
is crucial, and Parkinson’s
Disease Awareness Month

is an especially meaningful
time to take action to help
those coping with this pro-
gressive neurodegenerative
movement disorder. Peo-
ple can support by raising
awareness of PD and/or by
making a donation that will
enable APDA to continue
their critical work and fund
research that will lead to bet-
ter treatments and ultimately,
a cure. Every effort makes a
difference.

The APDA Massachu-
setts Chapter and APDA
I&R Center at Boston Uni-
versity offer a wide range
of Parkinson’s disease pro-
grams, resources, education,
and support. To learn more,
visit ~ www.apdaparkinson.
org/ma, email apdama@ap-
daparkinson.org or call 800-
651-8466.

About the American
Parkinson Disease
Association:

The American Parkinson
Disease Association (APDA)

Reminder

is a nationwide grassroots
network dedicated to fighting
Parkinson’s disease (PD) and
works tirelessly to assist the
more than one million people
with PD in the United States
live life to the fullest in the
face of this chronic, neuro-
logical disorder. Founded in
1961, APDA has raised and
invested more than $313
million to provide outstand-
ing patient services and ed-
ucational programs, elevate
public awareness about the
disease, and support research
designed to unlock the mys-
teries of PD and end this
disease. To join in the fight
against Parkinson’s disease
and to learn more about the
support APDA provides na-
tionally through a network
of Chapters and Information
& Referral (I&R) Centers, as
well as a national Research
Program and Centers for Ad-
vanced Research, please visit
us at www.apdaparkinson.
org.

RAILERS from page 9

creator in net, though. He
stopped 22 of 24 shots and is
7-1in his last eight starts.
Worcester’s playoff push
is largely a result of a recent
great record at the DCU Cen-
ter. The Railers did not play
well at home during the early
part of the season but are 14-
3-2 in its last 19 games here.

That is good for a .789 win-
ning percentage.

Overall, Worcester is 24-
13-3 in its last 40 games.

The victory was the Rail-
ers’ 34th of the season and
brought them to 74 points.
They will finish above .500
for the first time 2018-19,
their second season in the
ECHL. Worcester was 32-29-
11 for 75 points that year.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Town Reminder

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC .
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867

TFN ¢

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
534-1002

SUPPORT)

LOGAL

BUSINESS
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Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS24P0217EA
Estate of:
Ruth B Enders
Date of Death: 12/15/2023
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by Clare D Murphy of
South Hadley, MA requesting
that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement
including the allowance of a
final account, First and Final
Account and other such relief as
may be requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
05/07/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of

this Court.
Date: April 08, 2025
Mark S. Ames
Register of Probate
04/11/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
mmcgarrett@turiey.com

Parents,

We are offering a great deal for you to
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue.

/
Grandparents
& Friends
SPECIAL!

Honor Your Graduaie

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

2 X 3 Advertisement

*

Submit a photo and a brief message.

rice

2 X 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 21st

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS -

24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 -

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We arg

SH

very pro

you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

413.283.8393
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Glenn Smith, Tara Murphy, Kabisko Kaba, and Chris Keniley, the instructors for the drumming
circle.

CIRCLE from page 1

Murphy’s experience in
public schools growing up
lacked non-Western teaching,
and as she grew up with her
parents representing two cul-
tures, she wanted to explore
more.

“When I started doing
the dancing and drumming,
I found I had a natural abil-
ity for those art forms, and
the more I did it, the more I
realized they were very heal-
ing art forms, and that Afri-
can drumming can be brought
into many settings to be very
therapeutic for groups,” said
Murphy.

Murphy and other dancers
and drummers got together to
create Ammaya Dance and
Drum, which travels across
Massachusetts to teach in
drumming circles.

Murphy leads drumming
and dance circles for adults,
families, people with disabil-
ities, and seniors, as well as
going to elementary and mid-
dle schools to educate kids
about West African culture
through dance and drum cir-
cles.

“Its powerful how it brings
people together, and how it
can be healing on a physical,
mental, and emotional level,”
said Murphy. “Part of what
I think is so therapeutic is
people coming together and
jamming together. There’s a
social and community aspect
that is really powerful, and
very healing in the sense of
how it can be very uplifting in
a group.”

Murphy has also found
that through teaching these
dance and drumming circles
and bringing it to different
groups and sharing her joy
in the art, has seen the differ-
ence it can make in spreading
knowledge around diversity
within other cultures.

“Using art to do the an-
ti-racism work is sometimes
much more effective- you
appeal to people’s inspiration
and love of music and dance
and costumes, and that can
really transform people much
more effectively,” said Mur-
phy.

The work of diversifying
our education systems can
help kids learn about their
heritage, which is something
Murphy shared she wished

African drumming circles are a fun a welcoming experience
for all.

TOWN Reminder

DRUMMING
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she could have ‘g
learned sooner.

“When I was growing up,
there wasn’t any diversity,
and I think that really hurt me
because I didn’t get to learn
anything about my heritage,
so its really important for kids
to learn about all cultures,”’
said Murphy.

African culture is a culture
that is close, and filled with a
beauty and wisdom Murphy
strives to share with all she
meets, sharing the benefits
also of learning about other
cultures in our own western
culture.

In an age of Al and people
becoming addicted to devic-
es, its important to find iden-
tity and belonging in culture
and in your neighbors, rather
than technology, which af-
fects anxiety and depression.

“I think every culture has
something good to offer, and
we can all learn from each
other,” said Murphy.

You can find more in-
formation about upcoming
drumming circles and Amma-
ya Dance and Drum on their
website, www.ammaya.org.

Singing some traditional African music in West African
languages.

Move your feet to the beat.

© Begins February
\ @ Increased Inventory

. O Higher Demand in Market

Warmer Weather o,
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© Homes Sell More

When does the Sphing Real Estate Manket Stant?

Maureen
McGarrett Hall

[R REALTOR®

MA 9585138 | Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

maureen.gogallagher.com

Quickly in Spring

413-364-4994

REAL
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realtybymaureen@gmail.com




