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Cultural council announces
new grant programs for 2025

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Cultural Council held a special
information session last week to
bring awareness to the commu-

nity about their new grant pro-
grams for this year.

Members of the Cultural
Council, including several peo-
ple who were able to receive
grants for their creative endeav-
ors from the Springfield Sym-
phony to plays, were present to

share what these grants can do
for artists.

“Our mission is to see arts
and culture expand in the town
of South Hadley,” John Anz, the
Cultural Council’s Chair, said.

The session included Nick
Kachulis, a talented author who
shared a piece from the book he
published, and Robert Freeman,
who received grant funding for a

Please see GRANT, page 12
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Planning board holds
public hearing for zoning
bylaw amendments

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Planning Board continued a
Public Hearing from Sept. 9 to
hear proposed amendments to
the town’s Zoning Bylaws.

The September 23 meeting
was held by Chair Diane Mul-
vaney, and she was accompa-
nied by Vice Chair Nate Theri-
an, Clerk Johanna Brown, and
member Brad Hutchison.

Also in attendance were Di-
rector of Planning and Conser-
vation Anne Capra and Colleen
Canning from the Conserva-
tion Department.

Public Hearings for
New Flexible
Development Bylaws

Anne Capra began the
meeting with a PowerPoint
presentation detailing the con-
tinued public hearing from
Sept. 9 detailing proposed al-
terations to the flexible devel-
opment bylaws.

“This process began with
the planning board back in July
2023,” Capra said. “We began
working on those amendments
to the flexible development by-
law since January 2024.”

The proposed amendments
and new bylaws included
255-31 Flexible Development
Bylaw Amendments, 255-
46 Multifamily and Multiple
Dwellings Amendments, a new

Common Driveway Bylaw,
and a new Open Space Bylaw.

Because the subdivision
regulations were last updat-
ed in 1955, it is time to make
changes in order to come back
into compliance with the Mas-
sachusetts Subdivision Control
Law.

This will help to improve
safety, improve stormwater
management to address cli-
mate change, integrate com-
munity character and quality
of life standards, and improve
the administrative processes
for more efficient compliance
and enforcement.

“In our updates, we’re try-
ing to improve the functional-
ity and safety for multimodal
transportation,” Capra said in
reference to those who walk or
ride bikes in these areas.

In order to understand what
these changes will mean for the
town, it is important to under-
stand what, exactly, a flexible
development bylaw is.

A flexible development by-
law is a zoning tool that regu-
lates the use of land and creates
a residential development with
protected open space.

The original bylaws were
adopted in 2004 in order to
replace the old Cluster Devel-
opment Bylaws, and as such,
moved to be under review by
the planning board beginning
in January.

Please see HEARING, page 5

Mosier PTA works hard to
bring supplies, programs

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - Every
year, the Mosier Elementa-
ry School PTA works hard to
bring unique and supportive
experiences to the school’s stu-
dents. The organization fund-
raisers to add to the curriculum
of each grade with special re-
sources and field trips.

“We are a parent-driven
organization but we work in
close collaboration with the
school on everything we do,”
explained Kristina Smith, pres-
ident of the Mosier PTA, who
just headed s successful project
to supply the school with new
recess equipment. “The recess
project was a new fundraising
experiment for us. Generally,
we host fundraisers without a
specific project in mind. Funds
go to our general account and
we distribute to our various

efforts. With the recess equip-
ment we sought direct dona-
tions specifically for the proj-
ect. We created an Amazon
wish list and invited people to
donate specific items. The re-
sponse was great!”

The community celebrated
the fundraiser’s success with
Party on the Playground, where
275 people saw the unveiling
of the new equipment and had
a chance to connect with other
families early in the year.

“We had great success with
our recess makeover. We pro-
vided new equipment and a
new shed to store everything,”
said Smith. “The purpose of
this event was to help class-
mates and their families con-
nect early in the school year.

The other enhancements the
non-profit organization fund-
raises for are field trips (at least

Please see PTA, page 3

Lion’s Club member offers free eye
screenings for kids in local schools

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - Eye screenings
are an important part of early de-
velopment in order to help deter-
mine if a child will need glasses
or not.

Steve Markow, a retired op-
tometrist, took the Lion’s Club
motto “we serve” to heart, and
decided to take his skills into the
classrooms to provide free eye
screenings for preschool chil-
dren.

“I recently joined the Gran-
by Lions Club after the South
Hadley Lions Club disbanded.
At one of the meetings, we were
talking about what to do with in-
volvement with the community,”
Markow said.

One of these areas of com-
munity involvement and service

Please see SCREENINGS, page 5
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Steve Markow
(seated)
conducting the

eye screening with
assistant Pat Poder.
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SHHS Pickleball Club m

SOUTH HADLEY - The
newly formed South Hadley
High School Pickleball Club
team won their first home
match this past Wednesday at
the Buttery Brook Park courts.
SHHS hosted the Pioneer Val-
ley Chinese Immersion Charter
School. “We had a great turnout
of players and I'm so proud of
the sportsmanship demonstrat-
ed by our team today,” com-
mented coach Paula Lonergan.
South Hadley won the overall
match with a team win of 4 to
1. SHHS player Avery Haber re-
flected on the match by saying,
“It was fun and it gave us some
good competition. It was a good
experience for the team.” Coach
Eric Cestero, the other team’s
coach, thanked Coach Lonergan
on the team’s way out and said
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SHHS player Ava Asselin reaches
for a lob during her match

to her, “I want to congratulate
your team on their sportsman-
ship and the way they treated our
team and helped out some of our
newer players.” This interaction
demonstrates how pickleball
brings all ages and all abilities
together in a competitive, fun,
and inclusive way.

South Hadley High School
is among four high schools in
Western Massachusetts partici-
pating in a pickleball pilot pro-
gram. The South Hadley Club
has drawn interest from 20 stu-
dent players. Westfield Techni-
cal School and Springfield In-
ternational Charter School join
South Hadley High School and
Pioneer Valley Chinese Immer-
sion Charter School as the four
schools competing in Western
Massachusetts.
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South Hadley High School Pickleball Club team won their match against Pioneer
Valley Chinese Immersion Charter School.

SHHS player Peyton Marion hustles to return a shotin  The players from both teams listen to instructions before the match.

his match.

Public invited to review SHPD staffing study

SOUTH HADLEY— The
public is invited to a forum to
review and discuss the South
Hadley Police Department Staff-
ing Report produced by MRI,
Inc of New Hampshire who was
hired this year to conduct a staff-
ing study of the department. The
forum will be held Wednesday,

Oct. 23 at 6 p.m. at the South
Hadley Senior Center at 45 Day-
ton St.

MRI performed a multi-year
look-back at various aspects of
the organization including calls
for service, staffing levels, bud-
get and projected data into a rea-
sonable future view to assist with

identifying what the town should
anticipate for staffing now and in
the future.

Learn more and read the
study here: https://www.south-
hadley.org/1427/Police-De-
partment-Staffing-Study.  Send
comments and questions to Se-
lectboard @southhadleyma.gov.

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Meet faculty, students, parents and coaches.

Learn more about our programs and community. Tour our campus.
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Growing wild potluck

SOUTH HADLEY — Cel-
ebrate the end of the growing
season with friends on Thurs-
day, Oct. 10, from 6 to 8 p.m.
at the South Hadley Library
Community Room.

Join community members
at a fall potluck to talk about
successes, failures, and share
ideas about native
plants. Please arrive by
6:30 p.m. if bringing
food. All are welcome,
no gardening experi-

ence required.

Special Guests will be
from Ben and Meg’s Farm and
Garden Center, Dave’s Natural
Garden. There will be give-
aways of Perennial Plugs from
New England wetland plants
and raffle prizes.

Sign up for the Pot Luck
at the link https://tinyurl.
com/54t8wx9u or email rcor-
nell@southhadleyma.gov with
the dish.

Property Maintenance & Improvements

Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer ¢ Septic ® Drainage
Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 * Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley
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SH chorale to
begin rehersals

SOUTH HADLEY— The South
Hadley Chorale will begin rehearsals
for its 40th season on Wednesday, Oct.
9. The program will feature Randall
Thompson’s Frostiana, Giovanni Bat-
tista Pergolesi’s Magnificat, and Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Jesu, Joy of Man’s
Desiring. Rehearsals will be held on
Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. at
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 7 Wood-
bridge St. They will continue through
Nov. 20 and will resume on Jan. 8, 2025
until the concert on March 16, 2025.

The Chorale is pleased to welcome
back Anita Anderson Cooper as conduc-
tor and music director. Ms. Anderson
Cooper is a member of the faculty of
the Paul Baird Middle School in Ludlow
and directs the Smith College Handbell
Choir. She is also a composer and a fre-
quent soloist and guest conductor both
locally and throughout the East Coast.

The South Hadley Chorale is made
up of approximately 60 singers from 17
communities. All interested singers are
invited to attend. There are no auditions.
Most singers, however, have had some
choral experience. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.southhadleycho-
rale.org or call 413-533-3833.

IHOM Craft fair
set for Nov. 2

GRANBY— Please join in at Im-
maculate Heart of Mary on Sunday, Nov.
2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for the annual
Craft Fair/Holiday Bazaar. Many ven-
dors, basket raffles, lottery raffles, food
and more.

SOUTH HADLEY— The Town of
South Hadley is exploring new zoning
options along Routes 202 and 33 to sup-
port appropriate growth and development
along the 1-mile corridor. Potential re-
zoning under consideration is based on
recommendations from a Corridor Study
adopted in January 2022. This section of
roadway links South Hadley to Granby in
the north and Chicopee in the south and is
the most heavily traveled route in town.
The corridor contains a broad mix of res-
idential, commercial, and open space and
recreation uses.

The intersection of Routes 202 and 33

Tag sale and
soup event

SOUTH HADLEY— It’s Fall and
once again the famous All Saints’
Church tag sale and delicious soups
event will be on Monday, Oct. 14,
open at 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Safe off-street parking, a handi-
capped accessible building, great place
for late brunch or an early lunch right
inside the Church, and holiday shop-
ping in the Parish Hall. Kidder Hall
will be filled with books, plants, hol-
iday decor, housewares and lots more
to meet your shopping needs.

This is a great opportunity for area
college students to add to their dorm
decor and all others to find items for
their homes, and special toys and
games for the younger set.

All Saints’ Church is conveniently
located at 7 Woodbridge St. (Rt. 116)
just a few steps across from the east
side of the South Hadley Post Office.

PTA from page 1

one per grade), assemblies and recogni-
tion for staff and teachers.

“As a Title 1 school we think it’s
important to make these special expe-
riences free of charge so we can ensure
everyone in our school community can
participate,” said Smith. “[The commu-
nity events] are great opportunities for
families to connect and develop greater
bonds as a community.”

In addition, the PTA often funds spe-
cial projects for classrooms such as last
year’s purchasing of butterfly larvae for
third grade teachers who were teaching
life cycles and purchasing recorders for
the school’s music program.

None of these experiences would
happen without tremendous support
from the community, who contribute to
the fundraisers and volunteer for them
and the community events.

This year, the students will be sell-
ing pie and cookie dough (a perennial
favorite) during the first half of October.
On Oct. 25, the PTA will host its annual

Trunk or Treat event for Mosier families.
“We get a lot of support for our fund-
raisers but could always use more help,”
noted Smith. “Today most of our contri-
butions come from student families. We
would welcome participation from the
broader South Hadley Community.”

Although plans are still being final-
ized, the PTA hopes to host Books on the
Common, a community event and book
fair collaboration with Odyssey Book
Shop; a fun run; and a trip to a University
of Massachusetts men’s basketball game
with other district schools. In addition to
the October fundraiser, plans are in the
works for a calendar raffle and Krispy
Kreme doughnut fundraisers later in the
year.

“The best feedback we get from our
children is the smiles on their faces,”
said Smith. “We also frequently receive
thank you cards from the children after
field trips.”

The PTA welcomes direct monetary
contributions and event suggestions from
the community. Interested people can
email MosierTigersPTO @ gmail.com.

Reminder
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South Hadley
South Hadley to host community forum

at the heart of the corridor is centered be-
tween the Plains Elementary School and
the Big Y shopping Plaza. Zoning recom-
mendations will be informed by public in-
put at a series of four community forums,
the first of which is on Monday Sept. 16
at 6 p.m. at the South Hadley Council on
Aging at 45 Dayton St.

If individuals can’t make the commu-
nity forum, they can share their thoughts
on the future development of the corridor
on the interactive project website through
the online mapping exercise: https://com-
munity.innesassocltd.com/south-hadley.

Funding for this project is provided

by a Community Planning Grant from the
Executive Office of Housing and Livable
Communities. The Town has hired Innes
Associates Ltd. as the project consultant.
A five-member project advisory commit-
tee was appointed by the Selectboard in
April. Additional community forums will
be held Wednesday, Oct. 16, 6 to 8 p.m.,
virtual, https://bit.ly/4fPZMOP Or Tele-
phone: +1 646 558 8656 Webinar ID: 883
0895 6522 Passcode: 713870

Thursday, Nov. 14 at 6 to 8 p.m. South
Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal St. and
Thursday, Jan.16 at 6 p.m. at South Had-
ley Public Library, 2 Canal St.

South Hadley Public Library

2 Canal St., South Hadley  www.shadleylib.org ¢ 413-538-5045

OCTOBER EVENTS

klempke@southhadleyma.gov.

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS WANTED:

The Town of South Hadley, through its Department of Public Works and Chief Procurement officer
(CPO), is seeking applications from plowing and heavy equipment contractors for plowing snow, snow
removal, and/or sanding/salting/de-icing for the Department of Public Works for this coming winter. An
application form and a copy of the “Snow Plowing Contractual Agreement” for the 2024-2025 winter
season may be picked up at the Department of Public Works office at 10 Industrial Drive, South Hadley,
MA between the hours of 8:30 AM and 3:30 PM, Monday through Thursday, or by email if preferred to

Submissions will be received at the Department of Public Works up to the deadline on Friday,
October 18, 2024 at 11:00 a.m., when they will then be publicly opened and read at that place and time.
Note the requirement for payment of prevailing wage rates no longer applies
to snow and ice removal operations, as it is considered a safety function,
and is therefore exempt. The Town of South Hadley is an equal
opportunity employer. Minority business enterprises that are
certified and qualified are encouraged to submit applications.
The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any and
all proposals, as in the Town’s judgement, the best interest
of the Town of South Hadley would be served by so doing, {
all in accordance with the applicable General Laws.

Sign Up for the Genealogy Programs and Dream Interpretation on the
South Hadley Public Library’s Website at shadleylib.org or call 413-538-5045.

Genealogy Program:
Search to Failure-It’s Not a Mortgage Application!
by Dave Robison

Wed., Oct. 2 at 6 PM

How many Smith’s can you find with all the genealogical details: dates,
life events, locations, etc.? Likely none to few are the correct ones. Learn why.
How many Smiths can you find the last name only? Close to 125 million!
Typical on-line search failures that can easily be cured. Learn how!

BIGFOOT! IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS
by The Vogel Brothers
Sat., Oct. 5th from 10— 12
Are they living in our towns, your local forests, parks and woods, farms, backyards?
Or, are they moving through Western Massachusetts?
New England, and beyond? Do they even exist?

Genealogy Program: The Dangers of Online Family Trees
by Dave Robison
Wed., Oct. 9 at 6 pm
How can your Great-Grandma have had three children
shortly after she died at age 87?
Do you automatically believe the online family trees that others have created?
Or do you double and triple check the information to confirm you know who is on
that tree and the information is correct?

Local Folklore: Cryptids, History and Storytelling
by Jordan J. Hall
Wed., Oct. 16 at 6 PM
Meet author Jordan J. Hall and join us for an hour of cryptids, history and
storytelling as he details some of the monsters found in western Massachusetts.

Halloween Costume Swap (For All Ages)
Sat, Oct. 19 at 10AM
Dressing up on October 31st? Drop off gently used Halloween costumes for babies
through adults. We will start accepting items on Monday, Sept. 30th through Friday,
October 18th. You will get a ticket to show you dropped off a costume. You will
receive a ticket for each costume you donate. Then come on Saturday, October 19th
to pick up the same number of costumes you donated.

Dreams: Introduction to Symbolism and Interpretation
with Winnifred of AwenTree
Wed., Oct. 23 at 6 pm
What are your dreams telling you?

Our soul speaks to us through our dreams, but how do we interpret
those messages in a way that makes any sense to our waking self?
Join Winifred to learn techniques to help you get started unpacking the insight and
wisdom held within your dreams. Winifred is a professional,
intuitive tarot reader and teacher for 20+ years.

As a teacher, she is engaging, knowledgeable and candid;
empowering her students to step into their own agency
when it comes exploring the intangible world of dreams.

In House Author Talk:
Murder at the Alma Matter: A Nora Phillips Mystery
with author Katherine M. Anderson (Book set at Elms College)
Wed., Oct. 30 at 6 pm
It's the story of New York Times bestselling author Nora Phillips
who has made a name for herself with her beloved Charlie Donahue mystery series.
Her editor has unceremoniously rejected her latest work,
leaving her with mere weeks to come up with another instaliment of Donahue
before she’s forced to pay back her hefty advance.
Teaming up with a current Elms student, Nora finds herself
immersed in the details of an unexpected crime
that just might repeat itself if she doesn’t solve it fast.
Katherine Anderson is also the author of “Hospital Hill,”
set at Northampton State Hospital, and
“Shadows in the Ward,” set at Westborough State
Hospital, Anderson treasured her time at the Elms.
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Extending the life of
summer annuals

It was a lot of fun decorating the porch in an
autumnal theme this afternoon.

The switch over from summer to fall always
poses a dilemma for me, though. Do I throw out
the summer annuals or try and overwinter them?

Or maybe I should take a cutting instead and
keep them going that way. Hmmm.

I usually end up at least trying to keep the an-
nuals that I love, and if successful they become
houseplants of sort. There are geraniums, coleus
and fuchsias that are now part of my plant family.

Perhaps you too are trying to decide whether
or not to haul these annuals or others off to the
compost pile. If you are up for an experiment, why
not consider taking a few cuttings.

Read, on, straight from the archives to learn
the skill.

Getting a piece of stem to form roots is rela-
tively easy. Here are a few tips that will guarantee
your success.

First, make sure that the plant you are taking
the cuttings from, called the “stock plant,” is in-
sect and disease-free and well hydrated. Plan to
take cuttings in the morning before the heat of the
day has a chance to cause any wilting.

A clean, sharp pair of scissors or hand pruners
is the best tool for the job. Cuttings can be taken
at any time during the growing season; in the fall,
sooner is better than later.

Begin by examining your stock plant. Those
stems with the closest placed nodes are the best
choice for cutting material.

Nodes are the point on the stem from which
the leaves grow. There is a strong accumulation of
hormones in this area; for that reason, stem cut-
tings are taken just after a node.

Terminal cuttings, (those from the growth tip)
three to four inches long are desirable. It is tempt-
ing to take longer pieces, figuring that the end re-
sult will be a larger plant.

These are likely to wilt before they root or
take a very long time to root because the stems are
woodier the further down you go. Play it safe with
stout cuttings.

There are all kinds of potting mediums in
which to place the cutting while it is grows roots.
Ideally it should be able to hold enough moisture
to keep the cutting turgid yet not hold so much that
it rots the stem.

Sand, perlite, and soilless potting mixes have
all been used with success. Water is not recom-
mended as “watery roots” will have a harder time
adapting to potting soil later on.

I have had good luck rooting cuttings in peat-
based potting mixes that are formulated for seed
starting. Moisten the material well and fill your
clean container of choice up to the top and tamp
it down.

Cut only a few cuttings at a time so that wilt-
ing doesn’t occur while you prepare the stems for
insertion into the growing medium. Strip off the
bottom one-third of leaves from the cutting.

If you wish to shorten the amount of time it
takes for rooting to occur a commercial rooting
hormone can be used. These come in powder or
liquid forms. Follow the directions on the contain-
er. I have found that “less is more” when using
these products.

When you are ready to “stick” the cutting
make an indentation into the growing medium
with a pencil or dibble first- do not push in with
the stem! After the cutting is inserted firm around
it well so that it stays in place.

Put the container, cuttings and all in a clear
plastic bag and place in a shady location. The hu-
midity within the bag ought to prevent the stems
from wilting. Water well, only about once weekly.

After a month or so roots will begin to form.

Transplanting into individual pots can be done
once the roots equal or surpass the size of the cut-
ting. I like to start out with a small pot and trans-
plant up a size or two at a time as the plant grows.

Most annuals prefer a cool but sunny location
in the house to overwinter.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 32 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.

Reminder
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Public discussion important

I’d like to add my voice to South Had-
ley residents who repeatedly call for either
the resumption of in-person board and com-
mission meetings or hybrid meetings, spe-
cifically when there is a proposal of such
significance that a public hearing is required
by law. I understand there are good reasons
to remain online. Our courts value the abil-
ity of citizens being to express themselves
‘freely’ more than ensuring the safety and
security of municipal employees, which in-
cludes most members of boards and com-
missions. However, we can do better.

Yesterday, 1 attended an online event
sponsored by EldersClimateAction-Mass
in cooperation with the Sierra Club for a
“Deep Dive on Protecting Our Public Wa-
tershed Forests and Wildlands”. There were
over 50 attendees and we could all see each
other. Persons who wanted to comment or
ask questions were shown in cue, and the
moderator also took questions from the chat
room (where we were able to dialogue with

each other). In short, it was 90 minutes of
expert information, no chaos, and time well
spent.

Additionally, I’ve served on boards and
committees and it makes sense for each
group to operate independently. Howev-
er, before proposals are presented to Town
Meeting that’ll affect every resident, e.g.,
the Planning Board’s Flexible Development,
Open Space and Common Drives bylaws

. it might be helpful for other boards and
commissions to weigh-in during the public
hearing process. We are fortunate to have a
tremendous amount of expertise serving on
the Conservation Commission, Sustainabil-
ity and Energy Commission, Zoning Ap-
peals, Tree Committee, and Board of Health.
While I don’t always agree with their posi-
tions, their ideas and input as entities that
serve particular purposes are indispensable
to the public discussion.

Denise Presley
South Hadley

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Should my husband file and
then suspend his benefits?

Dear Rusty:

My financial advisor used a computer pro-
gram, which told my husband to take his SS
at age 68, then suspend it after a few months.
What I understood was if my husband start-
ed and then stopped taking distributions, he
would earn delayed retirement credits and thus
get more at age 70. I know waiting increases
SS amounts, by 8% a year, but does purposely
starting and then stopping SS increase distri-
butions even more?

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

Suspending receipt of one’s SS benefits
after their Full Retirement Age as in your hus-
band’s case does result in him earning Delayed
Retirement Credits, but the DRCs earned ac-
cumulate at the same rate as if he simply wait-
ed longer to claim his SS benefit in the first
place. DRCs are earned up to 70 years of age,
at which point your husband’s maximum SS
benefit is attained. FYI, DRCs earn .667% of
additional benefit for each month benefits are
delayed or suspended or 8% per year.

But I see no advantage to your husband
starting his benefits now at 68 and then sus-
pending them several months later to earn
DRCs, the number of DRCs earned are the
same in either case, so he could simply wait to

apply for his Social Security benefits until he
is 70 to get his maximum amount.

The only rationale I can think of to claim
and then suspend after doing so is to get a
few months of his benefit payments before
suspending. But the few months he received
benefits before suspending will be considered
when he later unsuspends his benefit, so that
his total payment amount will be a bit less
at 70 than it would otherwise be if he simply
waits longer to claim SS.

And, just for information, he can’t “file and
suspend” his benefits so that you can receive a
spousal benefit from him. That option to file
and suspend, enabling a spouse to receive ben-
efits was eliminated by the Bipartisan Budget
Actof 2015 while your husband’s benefits are
suspended, you cannot receive a spousal ben-
efit from him.

So, frankly, I see no advantage to your hus-
band claiming his benefit now and then sus-
pending them a few months later. If his goal is
to maximize his SS benefit, then the best way
to do that is simply wait longer to claim.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This
article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by
the National Social Security Association To
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Edi-
tor have a maximum of
350 words. We require
writers to include their
name, address and
phone number in order
for our office to au-
thenticate authorship
prior to publication.
Addresses and phone
numbers are not pub-
lished.

Unsigned or anon-
ymous letters  will
NOT be published.

We reserve the
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions.
Libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, per-
sonal attacks or def-
amation of character
are not allowed. Dead-
line for submissions is
Wednesday at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be
sent to Town Remind-
er, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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SCREENINGS from page 1

is in the field of health, and sight. Markow
and a group of volunteers from the Lions
Club got together to budget ten days to go
to six different private preschools to pro-
vide these screenings.

“Between the six facilities, we hope to
screen as many as we can, which will be
at least three hundred out of the four hun-
dred students,” Markow said.

Spread across Granby and South Had-
ley, Markow started on September 18 at
Brighter Beginnings in South Hadley, and
on Sept. 19 and 20, went to Children First
in Granby.

Markow went to the three locations of
Alphabet Soup Preschool on September
23 and 24 and will go again on the 30.
He also went to the Tree of Life at Center
Church in South Hadley on Sept. 25.

He will also go to The Academy of the
Little Flower at St. Theresa’s Church in
South Hadley on Oct. 1, and The Gorse
School with Mount Holyoke College,
scheduled two days, dates to be deter-
mined.

Markow’s passion for ensuring chil-
dren have access to eye screenings stems
from an experience he had in fifth grade
when the teacher called on him to answer
a question on the board and he couldn’t
see it, then went to go get glasses.

“I remember it vividly- it was Hal-
loween, and I was in my costume when I
picked up my first pair of glasses,” Mar-
kow said.

He was an optometrist for 40 years,

and opened a business in 2001,
Village Eye Care, and ran it
for almost twenty-one
years, before selling
the practice to a new
owner after his re-
tirement.

“It was a sweet
practice, and I
loved my patients,
and I loved the
practice,” Markow
said. It was this
love for the prac-
tice that led him
to performing free
eye screenings for

The special machine that
does the screenings.

Reminder

them to have that 20/20 vi-
sion,” Markow said.
Ensuring that a child
gets their  eyes
scanned early is
important to their
educational ~ fu-
tures, as well. If a
child doesn’t get
the  corrections
they need, they
become bored and
don’t engage be-
cause they can’t
see and may be-
come disruptive in
the classroom.

children.

“My favorite part
is just knowing there’s an opportunity to
help a child who needs eye care, and how
that can change the child’s life forever,”
Markow said.

“The reason these screenings are so
important is because the area to discern
20/20 vision exists in the span of six
months and six years,” Markow explained.
“That is the time to get vision correction
so the brain can see with 20/20 vision.”

By having these screenings, it can pre-
pare parents and families for the child’s
care and ensure they can get the care need-
ed in order to achieve equal vision in both
eyes.

“It is so important for parents to make
sure that children get in for eye exams be-
fore the age of six, and if there’s some-
thing discovered, get the proper care for

“In school, the

child learns mostly

through their visual input,” Markow said.

“Almost 80% to 90% of learning is done

through visuals, and that’s why vision is
so important for school-aged kids.

The procedure of the eye scan is quite
simple- it is performed in a slightly darked
room, and a small decide uses light to look
at the eyes.

No pictures are taken, and the machine
simply shines light towards the eye, reads
how light shines from the machine into the
eye, and takes measurements of the eye.

The test screens for several things
instantly, including nearsightedness, far-
sightedness, astigmatism, unequal correc-
tion between the two eyes (one eye might
be nearsighted the other might not be),
eye-misalignment/ eye turn, and unequal
pupil size.

Page 5

The Lions Club doesn’t keep any-
thing on any children, and if something
is found, they print out a report and give
everything to the parents, nothing is kept
by the Lions Club.

After the exam, all information is giv-
en to the parents or guardians, and Mar-
kow urges them, if the results point to
anything needing attention, to “make an
appointment with a local optometrist or
ophthalmologist to get a vision exam.”

Because of how important access to
eye care is, the Lions Club has some fund-
ing, though “its limited, to offset the cost
of funding eye exams or glasses for those
children who fall between the cracks fi-
nancially,” Markow said.

“If people would like to continue to
support this cause of helping to provide
glasses and exams for people who can’t
afford it, can donated to the South Hadley
Lions Club Fund through the Community
Foundations of Western Massachusetts,”
Markow said.

The CFWM holds money for many dif-
ferent organizations, including the South
Hadley Lions Club Fund. Simply mail the
CFWM a check with the memo stating the
money goes towards the South Hadley Li-
ons Club Fund, and you’ll be able to help
with this important cause.

You can indirectly donate to South
Hadley Lions Club Fund through the
CFWM, and it is tax deductible. You can
also donate directly to the Granby Lions
Club.

HEARING from page 1

However, because these bylaws have
only been used three times in the past
nineteen years, the complicated and con-
fusing setup of the bylaws has made it dif-
ficult to work with.

“Basically, what we are hearing from
developers is that they are simply not able
to break even at this point in doing these
new housing developments,” Capra said.

Discussing Open Space
and Residential Areas

When it comes to residential areas and
open spaces listed in the definition of a
flexible development, they are specific in
what these areas can include.

An open space within a residential
area may include conservation areas, sce-
nic views, cultural, historical, or signifi-
cant areas of property, like stone walls,
and other important open space areas for
the town to take advantage of like parks.

Some examples of residential devel-

Family owned and
operated since 1950

Apple Barn

Sat. & Sun. 8am-5pm
Last wagon out 4:30pm

opments with open space protection that
the general public liked included Olym-
pia Oaks in Amherst, Village Hill in
Northampton, Treehouse at Easthampton
Meadow in Easthampton, and Cherry Hill
Cohousing in Ambherst.

Public Comments and Questions

The first member of the community to
come on and share her concerns and ask
questions regarding the size of the zoning
was Martha Terry.

Terry was concerned that the density
in acreage would cause there to be too
much traffic into the neighborhoods, es-
pecially with a switch from five acres to
three acres as a minimum.

Linda Sachs, another member of the
community, expressed her concerns with
the five to three acre switch, as well as
about switching from having special per-
mits to instead having site plan reviews
for developers.

Mark Adams also came on to the board
to ask about perhaps a blend of three and

UNK REMOVAL

ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS
1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

037-9090

five acre zonings and asked about the
plans for the ability for emergency re-
sponse vehicles to come into these neigh-
borhoods.

Sara Harper, an architect, came on
to share her gratitude that the board had
created a “very good” amendment to the
zoning bylaw.

The board, at a three in favor one
against vote, moved to send the final
drafts to the Selectboard for the list of
things to be discussed at the November 13
Special Town Meeting.

Conservation Commission Report

Anne Capra gave a special report from
the conservation commission to detail that
Rocky’s is looking to make some changes
and will discuss it with the commission at
the Oct. 7 meeting.

The first forum was held last week on
Sept. 16, and Capra expressed her grati-
tude to all who came to attend.

The Master Plan Implementation
Committee will be hosting a Master Plan
Annual Forum on Friday Oct. 11 for
boards and committees from 9 a.m. to 12
noon at the library.

All members of the planning board,
selectboard, and MPIC are invited to at-
tend, as well as one member from each of
the other boards.

The meeting will focus of Diversity
Equity Inclusion and Belonging trainings,
as well as how to address various situa-
tions that may occur.

Vacant Board Member Position —
South Hadley Redevelopment Authority

Interested in redevelopment of South Hadley Falls?
Interested in economic growth and development?
Interested in supporting the creation of new housing for all income levels?
Interested in preserving our historic heritage and cultural resources?

Join the South Hadley Redevelopment Authority!

Contact — Anne Capra, Planning and Conservation Director
(413) 538-5030 x6128; acapra@southhadleyma.gov
Deadline — Prior to Fall Town Meeting, November 13, 2024
https://southhadley.org/462/Redevelopment-Authority

.'.‘:‘I,

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse

Mums ¢ Pumpkins ¢ Gourds
Cornstalks ¢ Straw Bales ¢ Indian Corn

PYO _

OUR OWN Corn, Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes,
Beans, Beets, Cucumbers, Carrots, Winter Squashes, Canning Tomatoes
and 1/2 Bushels of Winter Squashes - Honey Nut, Butter Nut, Acorn

NEW! LONGHORN BEEF FROM COTE CATTLE COMPANY, GRANBY

CASH ONLY!
134 South St., Granby
Call store for more
up-to-date
picking details.

Family Owned
& Operated

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 « www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open:
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

_f




Page 6

SuUSINEess

TOWN Reminder

September 27, 2024

i |
André Chapdelaine with i
some adorable banks ey
made out of children’s i —
books, and special wine =
glass charcuterie toppers. (@sﬁ'
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Fa%?op— U P Vendor Fair
Local winery celebrates being
part of the community

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - The WineHaus
is nearing its one-year anniver-
sary this October and held its
Fall Pop-Up Vendor Fair over
the weekend with over a dozen
vendors and artisans.

Owner Jim Trompke bought
the winery and started making
wines pre-COVID, then after a
brief hold, began making wine
to bottle in 2021.

All grapes come from Cali-
fornia’s Lodi Valley and Suisun
Valley, and people at the win-
ery work to crush all grapes on
property, and all wines are then
made on property.

“We are growing some
grapes on property and are hop-
ing to have an estate red and an
estate white,” taproom manager
Jennifer Ledoux said.

The Fall Pop-Up featured a
day of fun, fellowship, and deli-
cious wine as community mem-
bers got together to enjoy the
beautiful fall weather and shop
from the local artisans.

While The WineHaus has
only been open since its soft
opening in 2023, they have held
four craft fairs. The first was for
the Grand opening on Columbus
Day Weekend, and a Fall Pop-
Up two weekends later.

The Winterfest Vendor Fair
in February with hot cocoa was
a hit, and the April Spring Pop-
Up had twenty-four vendors
come, making it the largest one
vendors-wise.

“People were really excit-
ed about our opening,” Ledoux
said.

Ledoux has a background
in culinary arts and hospitali-
ty management, and it was fate
that she met Jim just as her fam-
ily business was closing and the
pair hit it off.

“Jim and his family have
welcomed me and my family as
a part of their family,” Ledoux
said. “I didn’t just gain a boss,
I gained another family, and that
was wonderful.”

“We built this community
where everyone wants to come
in to work.”

The WineHaus boasts a vari-

artwork.

ety of wines, from dry to sweet,
or red or white, there is some-
thing for everyone’s specific
taste buds.

“It’s a dream job, honestly,”
Ledoux said. “I was able to do
all the start-up with him, and it
was a blank canvas for me. I got
to hire all of the staff inside the
tasting room, and we just have a
wonderful team of people.”

During the warmer months
and throughout the fall, The
Wine Haus hosts live music,
pop-ups like these, and last win-
ter they hosted a special break-
fast with Santa.

“We try to keep things dif-
ferent and have events circulat-
ing but try to have music on the
weekends,” Ledoux said.

With your wine, you can en-
joy cheese and cracker boxes,
charcuterie trays, and occasion-
ally food trucks will stop by,
and the WineHaus also offers a
non-alcoholic wine slushie.

There is also a hutch inside
the tasting room featuring de-
licious baked goods from Nic

Please see FAIR, page 7

syrup, and tallow from the farm.

Tessa Healey from Deere Creek Farm selling beautiful flowers, maple

%

\J

onovamn s

Irish Pub

Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

LA Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 12pm - 8pm KX

Westou Massachuselty
#1 Jrish Pub!

Civil Air Patrol
Westover Composite

Squadron

Meet and Greet - Sept. 28, 2024
Barnes Regional Airport - Terminal Building,

Friday, Saturday, WESTFIELD, MA
September 27 September 28
Paul 9 Volt .
pe::er Ra(?io Qom us Sept. 28, 2024 - 12:00-3:00PM
Friday, Saturday, and discover what CAP has to offer,
“The . Jim McArdle & and what you may be able to offer CAP.
Healys Jerry Murphy

- Emergency Services - Finance
- Aircrews - Personnel
- Aerospace - Comms - Radios Ops

- Cadet Programs - Public Affairs

- Safety

- Logistics

- Drones

- and of course - Pilots

CIVIL AIR PATROL
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The beautiful glass creations of Katie

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Page 7

Seniors 4

Kristen Kras selling some of her beautiful, hand-crafted

glass artwork.

FAIR from page 6

Nat’s Bakery in South Hadley, and Deere
Creek Farm in Granby have items for sale
in the tasting room.

“We are a space where our community
can just come in any time they want. We’re
very local and people can come and enjoy
some place close to home,” Ledoux said.
“We’ve got a great location and a great
group of regulars that come in.”

Make sure to mark your calendars on
Columbus Day weekend for The Wine-
Haus’s one-year anniversary party, featur-
ing live music Oct. 11, 12, 13, 14, food
trucks on the 11th.

The WineHaus is also building a Pitch
League and is looking for teams. The
league starts on Oct. 8 and runs to Nov. 12,
on Tuesdays starting at 5:30 p.m. for a spe-
cial open day.

If you are interested in joining the Pitch
League, email Jennifer Ledoux at haus-
manager @wine-haus.com to sign up.

AJ Guzman, a boy scout selling popcorn for Troop 306,

and the owner of his own small business, Fire Forge

Works. His work below features a wine rack, butterflies,

and frogs made from horse shoes he forged together
himself.

South Hadley COA

October 2024

SOUTH HADLEY— Update on sand for se-
niors program. Distribution of sand will take place
on Oct. 3 and then again on Oct. 29. If individu-
als have an empty bucket, feel free to leave it to be
picked up. Any questions about this program feel
free to call the South Hadley Council on Aging at
413-538-5030.

Details for the programs listed can be found in
the October newsletter or by calling the Welcome
Desk

Thursday, Oct. 3 5:30 p.m. — Sound Bath Med-
itation

Friday, Oct. 4 at 10:30 a.m. and each following
Friday until Nov. 22.

Ethnographic Research Design with Professor
Roth and Mount Holyoke College students

Office Hours: Senator Oliviera, Tuesday Oct. 8
at 11 am.

Chief of Police Gundersen, Thursday, Oct. 24 at
10 a.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 2 p.m. - Birthday/Anni-
versary celebration with Matt York and MacDuffie
School students.

Thursday, Oct. 10, 4:30-6:30 p.m. SHCOA Art
Gala.

Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 12:30 p.m. Ice Cream Social
with Mont Marie Rehab and Healthcare Center.

Wednesday, Oct. 16 at 10 a.m. New Senior Cen-
ter Music Group.

Thursday, Oct. 17 at 5:30 p.m. Medicare Made
Easy: SHINE Office Hours with Sue.

Thursday, Oct. 17 at 5:30 p.m. Continue the
Conversation from Rebekah Cornell’s August talk.
Learn abou the town’s conservation area and the flo-
ra and fauna you will see on trails.

Wednesday, Oct. 23 at 1:30 p.m. — Women’s Net-
work with Odyssey Bookshop owner Joan Grenier.

Refreshments supplied by Nic-Nat’s, sponsored
by the Friends of the South Hadley Seniors.

Thursday, Oct. 24 at 5:30 p.m. Staying Safe On-
line. Maria will give a safety presentation. She’ll
assist you in creating strong passwords, shop safely
online and protect your personal information.

Thursday, Oct. 29 1- 3 p.m. Halloween Bingo.
Bingo Prizes and refreshments sponsored by the
Friends of the South Hadley Seniors. Costumes op-
tional.

Artist fall exhibition

MONSON—The Monson Arts Council is
pleased to present its 4th annual Artist’s Fall Ex-
hibition. This show features a variety of art works
in multiple genres by MAC artist members. This
year’s presentation brings together more than thir-
ty-five artists showing a multitude of original works
of art. The two-day show is open to the public at
the House of Art at 200 Main St., on Saturday, Nov.
2 and Sunday, Nov. 3 from 1la.m. to 4 p.m. both
days.

A reception featuring food and beverages will
be available to all friends, family, patrons, artists
and art lovers on both days. Look us up at www.
monsonartscouncil.org. Enjoy all of the beauty this
tremendous organization has to offer.

Call me today to get the process started!

Maureen McGarrett Hall REALTOR®

MA 9585138 | Member MLS | Equal Opportunity Housing | [E

(& 413-364-4994
GALLAGHER

REAL ESTATE

realtybymaureen@gmail.com

maureen.gogallagher.com
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Jack Chagnon TSl
takes a run ‘{:“
across the middle 4
of the field.

SOUTH HADLEY
— Last Wednesday af-
ternoon, South Hadley
boys soccer picked up
its fourth win of the sea-
son 4-0 against visiting

Mahar Regional. Four
different players would
grab goals as the Tigers
had no trouble with the
Senators in this matchup.
Jack Chagnon, Matt Gil-
lis, Carlos David, and Joe
Sabourin each scored
for South Hadley. Noah
Carillon had two saves
for the shutout.

Turley photos by

Gregory A. Scibelli

Ethan Markham tries to keep the ball in play.  Art Alatalo chases down a loose ball.

Carlos David crosses midfield.

Athas scores shutout
of Chicopee Comp

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY —
Freshman Olivia Athas has
replaced Drew Alley as the
Lady Tigers starting goalie this
season and she hasn’t missed a
beat. Athas posted her fourth
shutout in a 1-0 home win ver-
sus Kurty/Fielding Division ri-
val Chicopee Comp, last Tues-
day afternoon.

“Olivia has only allowed
two goals in our first six games
of the season,” said South Had-
ley head coach Rich Marjans-
ki. “She’s only a freshman, but
she has stepped into the start-
ing position and has played
very well so far. She has been
getting better and better every
day, which is a lot of fun to
watch.”

Athas, who has made more
than 50 saves so far this sea-
son, made nine saves against
Comp.

Marjanski also praised the
defense for their outstanding
performance against the Lady
Colts. That unit is led by ju-
nior Gwen Marion, senior
Margo Watkins, senior Emma

Levreault, and senior Maggie
Evans.

“This is probably one of
the best defenses I’ve had over
the years,” Marjanski said.
“They’re very experienced.
They’ve been through a lot
and seen a lot. They're very
good with their feet and body,
but they’re also winning balls
in the air. I’ve never had that
air presence from any of my
teams. These girls’ step in and
head it out of troublesome ar-
eas.”

The shutout victory im-
proved South Hadley’s overall
record to 4-1-1, while the Lady
Colts headed back home with a
3-2 overall mark.

The Lady Tigers defense
was able to shut down senior’s
Taryn Carriveau, and Kaitlyn
Gilhooly, who are the Lady
Colts leading scorers.

“We only had a couple of
scoring chances,” said Comp
head coach Molly Burke. “We
just need to work a little bit
harder.”

South Hadley senior goal-
keeper Mo Donoghue made 15

Please see SH GIRLS, page 9

- Marcela
Tapia
nears the
goal.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Rams back to

Eleanor Szlosek gets ready
clear the ball.

500 with win

Autumn Slcard makes her way

GRANBY - Last Monday
afternoon, McKenna Zumbruski
and Kalli White scored the goals
for Granby in a 2-0 shutout of
Ware. The Rams are now an
even 3-3 on the season. Mere-
dith Bartosz got the shutout with
three saves

McKenna Zumbruski quickly

' changes directions as she heads

for the Ware goal.
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Mike Hopkins keeps streak
alive at Speedway 95

HERMON, ME - Since D.J. Shaw
won the Granite State Pro Stock Series’
Maine debut in 2016, every race in the
Pine Tree State had been won by a Main-
er leading into Sunday afternoon’s show-
down at Speedway 95.

And July winner Mike Hopkins kept
that streak alive, picking up the win at his
home track for a clean sweep of both vis-
its to the Hermon, Maine, third-mile.

The penultimate round of the GSPSS
title chase thrust full-season challengers
Evan Beaulieu and Casey Call into a Va-
cationland turf war, with past Speedway
95 winners Hopkins and Josh St. Clair
leading the charge alongside reigning
champion Travis Benjamin, still winless
at the historic speedway.

St. Clair and Hopkins topped the charts
in time trials, with Dave Farrington, Jr.
clocking in third. Beaulieu qualified fifth
and Call eighth, both thinking about the
big picture as the green flag flew.

Unencumbered by the bigger picture,

Hopkins drove to the front, putting on a
clinic in front of the hometown fans. Ben-
jamin was Hopkins’ biggest threat, but he
could not catch Hopkins in the final laps,
coming up about four seconds shy at the
checkered flag.

St. Clair settled for third, with Ryan
Deane and Farrington rounding out an
all-Maine top five.

Nick Jenkins was sixth, with title con-
tenders Beaulieu and Call seventh and
eighth. Veteran Gary Smith and Granite
Stater Bobby Frappier rounded out the
top ten.

Beaulieu now carries a 21-point ad-
vantage over Call into the season finale,
with fans assured of a first-time GSPSS
champion when the dust settles.

The GSPSS’ 13th season concludes
on Oct. 6 at Lee USA Speedway, where
the championship will be decided as part
of Russ Conway’s Oktoberfest. Details of
the championship finale will be released
soon.

Railers set to host preseason games

WORCESTER - The Worcester
Railers Hockey Club (@RailersHC),
proud ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate of
the New York Islanders (@NY]Islanders)
and the Maine Mariners announced today
a pair of preseason games to be played on
Oct. 11 and 12, the weekend before the
regular season begins.

The Mariners will host a game on Fri-
day, Oct. 11 at Sidney J. Watson Arena at
Bowdoin College at 7 p.m. while the Rail-
ers will host a game on Saturday, October
12th at the Fidelity Bank Worcester Ice
Center at 7:00 p.m. The preseason series
kicks off the fourth season of the “VIP
Rivalry Cup,” presented by VIP Tires &
Service.

The Railers have won the VIP Rival-
ry Cup, the regular season series between
Worcester and Maine, in two of its three

seasons. The Railers won six of ten meet-
ings last season between the teams, and
will face off against Maine ten more times
during the 2024-25 campaign.

VIP Tires & Service, a Quirk fami-
ly-owned business for 97 years based in
Auburn, Maine, operates 70 locations
throughout Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut
providing retail and wholesale tires and
installation, and professional automotive
services. VIP is the place where New En-
glanders turn for everything they need
to keep their vehicles running at peak
performance. For more information, vis-
it: www.vipauto.com.

The Worcester Railers HC 2024-25
Opening Weekend at the DCU Center is
Saturday, Oct. 19 and Sunday, Oct. 20 vs.
the Reading Royals.

Reminder
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Obituary

Patricia A. (Heffernan) Brodeur

Patricia A. (Heffernan)
Brodeur, a devoted mother
and cherished grandmother,
quietly passed away on Sept.
23, 2024, in West Springfield,
MA at Bear Mountain. Born
onJuly 17, 1927, in New York,
New York, she was the loving
daughter of the late Patrick and
Mary (Mahoney) Heffernan
and was predeceased by her
sister Rita Burns. She married

the late Paul Brodeur and together they built a family
founded on strong values and deep affection. Patricia
is survived by her children, Patricia Pluta and her hus-
band Anthony of South Hadley, MA, Carol Pellerin
and her husband Jan Pellerin of Huntington, MA, and
Douglas Brodeur and his wife Paula of Manchester,
NH. She will be fondly remembered by her 8 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren, who were the joy

of her life.

For over 20 years, Patricia served as a secretary at
Mount Holyoke College, where her dedication and dil-
igence were deeply valued. Outside of her professional
life, she was an active participant in the Rosary Altar
Society at St. Theresa of Lisieux Parish and a devout
communicant of St. Patrick Church in South Hadley
Falls. Patricia’s faith was a cornerstone of her life.

Patricia spent her formative years in the vibrant city
of New York but found her true home in Massachu-
setts, where she resided in South Hadley for 60 years.
She also lived in Holyoke and Chicopee. An avid
crossword puzzle enthusiast, she enjoyed the mental
challenge these offered and could often be found shop-
ping or spending quality time with her grandchildren.

The family has opted for private services and burial
will take place at their convenience. In lieu of flowers,
they kindly ask that donations be made to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. Beers & Story South Hadley Fu-
neral Home was entrusted with the arrangements. For
more information visit http://www.beersandstory.com

Patricia A. (Heffernan)
Brodeur

Died Sept. 23, 2024
Services are private
Beers and Story

Funeral Home

Town Reminder

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications

offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Drive-thru vaccine clinic

SOUTH HADLEY— On Oct.
16 from 2 to 6 p.m. there will be a
drive-thru vaccine clinic at Beers and
Story. The vaccines that will be avail-

able are SHINGRIX, TDAP, RSV,
COVID, PEMOCOCCAL. For more
information, please visit www.south-
hadley.org.

SH GIRLS from page 8

saves, and she kept her team in the game
from start to finish.

“Mo is an outstanding leader for us,”
Burke said. “She did play very well in to-
day’s game.”

The Lady Colts first-year junior varsi-
ty soccer coach is Jess Nelson, who’s also
an assistant girls’ varsity basketball coach
and is also an assistant varsity baseball
coach at South Hadley High School.

“Jess has worked very well with the
kids and she’s a huge asset for us,” Burke
said. “I do have some family here in South
Hadley and that’s how I know her.”

Burke will be marrying James Foley,
who’s also an assistant varsity baseball
at South Hadley High School, next year.

James’s uncle, Matt Foley, is the Tigers
longtime varsity baseball coach.

Another former member of the South
Hadley girls’ varsity soccer team is Lau-
ren Marjanski, who scored a team-high 43
goals and had 11 assists as a senior a year
ago. She’s currently a freshman mem-
ber of the Siena College women’s soccer
team.

Senior Kate McArdle has taken over
the scoring duties for the Lady Tigers so
far this season. In the home match against
Comp, McArdle netted her fifth goal of
the season following a free kick during the
32nd minute of the opening half.

“We have some young girls and some
experienced girls that are really taking a
role in scoring goals. They know we don’t
have that big-time goal scorer,” Marjans-
ki said. “The girls are really adapting to

it. We’ve become a better passing team,
playing feet and winning the 50-50 balls.
It’s more of a team dynamic this year. And
we’re getting better, which is great.”

Marion assisted on what turned out to
be the only goal of the match.

In the middle of the second half, Car-
riveau had a breakaway opportunity, but
Athas was able to make the save which
kept her shutout bid intact.

Carriveau had two more shot attempts
in the second half, but the Lady Tigers de-
fense was able to keep the Lady Colts off
the scoreboard.

The Lady Tigers, who have now won
the last six games on the soccer pitch
against the Lady Colts, will be looking to
sweep the season series when they make
the short bus trip to Chicopee Comp on
October 10.

Community
vaccine clinic

GRANBY—The vaccine clinic
will be for flu and COVID vaccines
for any interested individuals ages
6 months and older at East Meadow
School gym, 393 E State St., on Sat-
urday, Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Individuals should bring their insur-
ance card, but no one will be turned
away due to lack of insurance. Pre-
registration is highly encouraged and
recommended. If individuals need
help registering, please call 413-587-
4903 or email nurses@northhamp-
ton.gov.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

ELECTRICIAN & TREESERVICES I TREE SERVICES

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

533-8867

EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal, Trimming,
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding.
Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Peter Edge 532-5764

www.edgetreeservice.com TN |

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
534-1002

SUPPORT)

LOGRAL
BUSINESS




Page 10

Reminder

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

September 27, 2024

Call us at 413.283.8393

2 LARGE AIR CONDITIONER
units. 12,000 BTU and 13,500 BTU.
$100/each or both for $150. 413-262-
5727.

CHERRY DINING ROOM SET, w/
glass hutch, buffet, table with 8 chairs.
Mahogany bedroom set w/bureau and
mirror. Wood dining table w/six chairs.
Call 978-928-3866.

KITCHEN STOVES: Both black 30,
self cleaning, G.E. natural gas, $300.
Maytag Genesis double oven glass
top, electric, $450. 413-531-5611.

PTO CORDWOOD SAW $500, HD
ladders (1) 24; (2) 32’ $550; 2 Proctor
wall jacks $500; 12 antique doors $50
each or B.O. Call 413-813-8850.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5-
2 YRS) Stored inside off the
ground. Cut, split, free delivery within
10 miles. $270 per cord. Call 413-
218-3918.

SEASONED HARD WOOD $300/
cord; 2 or more $275/cord delivered.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731.

TAG SALE

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. Sat.
& Sun. Sept. 28 -29, 8am-3pm.
2 Merrill Road, Wilbraham.
Something for everyone.

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

Retro World

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xxx%] & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

DOG DAYCARE & TRAINING.
SPACIOUS outdoor farm style dog
daycare, relaxed pickup and drop-off
times. Training, lessons also available.
413-209-7744-Hampden, MA.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET BASEMENTS NOW!

MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext.
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome.
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

ir tions, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Buying standing timber, (413)563-0487
paying good money. FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase
BUY large quantities of old stone walls.
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone
LOCALLY  (e7s)07-074s DR
supponht oun commumity!
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1" 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basa Prica
21 S e | 22 e Brse| 28 B ta
2 serrice | 26 seseyrics | 27 mszirice| 28 s prie
29 Basepice |30 ssprice| 31 ssspia) 32 s pric
3 ssziice | 34 sszice | 35 msztrice| 36 Bess s
37 Baszpice | 38 mazpie | 39 ssspica) 40 Basgprs
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

m 50,500
Sk

GaaLe

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

HUBBARDSTON
y »

NEW BRANTREE
ORTH

west

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

G

FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS 1
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

ATTENTION CAMPERS!
24’ camping trailer, sleeps 6
(queen, bunks), w/complete hitch as-
sembly, new tires, refrigerator/stove/
bathroom/AC/heater many other fea-
tures. $2450 OBO. 413-250-7717.

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME
PODIATRY OFFICE, Portuguese
speaking helpful. Ludlow, Mass. email
resume to podbill@aol.com.

Ludlow Public School District
CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES
On-call Monday thru Friday, 3pm-7pm.
Submit resume and letter of intent to
www.schoolspring.com.

PART-TIME SNOW PLOW DRIV-
ERS NEEDED for the Town of New
Braintree for the 2024-2025 season.
Positions available for both CDL and
non-CDL license.

If you are interested, please contact
Highway Superintendent Richard Ayer
at (508) 867-2451 or email hwy-
secretary@newbraintree org.

THE TOWN OF PALMER DPW is
seeking contractors for snow removal
for the upcoming winter season. If in-
terested, contracts are available on
the town website or at the DPW office.
Completed contracts with a copy of
the necessary insurance forms can
be delivered to the DPW office locat-
ed at 1015 Bridge St. Palmer. Rates
have been increased for fiscal year
2025. Please call our office at (413)
283-2615, M-F, 7a-330p, with any
questions.

T
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THE TOWN OF WEST BROOK-
FIELD HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
IS LOOKING FOR PART-TIME
PLOW DRIVERS This is an on-call
position. Duties require a background
in light and heavy equipment opera-
tion. High School Diploma or G.E.D.
is required or experience may be sub-
stituted. Snow plowing experience is
preferred but not required.

Must have a valid, clean MA Driver's
License and a DOT physical card.
Starting pay is $20.82/hour or $23.85/
hour with a Class B License with air
brakes.

This position is not eligible for bene-
fits. Alcohol, controlled substance and
criminal background testing is man-
datory.

Applications are available on the Town
Website @ wbrookfield.com
Application deadline: Friday, Novem-
ber 1, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.

Please contact: Jim Daley (508) 867-
1417 or via email jdaley@wbrook-
field.com

The Town of West Brookfield is an
Equal Opportunity Employer and val-
ues diversity at all levels of the work-
force. EOE

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ASSISTANT TOWN
COLLECTOR

GYM SUPERVISOR - P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR 1
PUBLIC WORKS
SKILLED WORKER

RECYCLING ATTENDANT - P/T

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to
fill several vacancies. For application
and more information please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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PuUlic Notices <

Town of Granby
Board of Appeals

The Granby Board of
Appeals will hold public hear-
ing on Tuesday, October 8,
2024, commencing at 5:30
p.m. at 1 Library Lane, Old
Carnegie Library, top floor,
to consider the following peti-
tion:

1.) Appellant Naomi &
Jon Szymonik, 193 Amherst
Street, are appealing a letter
from the Granby Building
Commissioner/Zoning
Officer under SECTION IV
- OVERLAY DISTRICT
REGULATIONS of the
Granby Zoning Bylaws and
applicable of Section 4.2 —
Agricultural Preservation
District and Granby General
By-Laws Chapter XXIII-
Right to Farm By-law and
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section
3 at 193 Amherst Street and
known as Assessors’ Map
2-B-3 in the town of Granby,
MA.

In addition to the above
hearings, the Board of
Appeals may conduct other
agenda items following said
hearings as time permits.
This notice is given pursuant
to Chapter 40A and Chapter
39, Section 23B of the
Massachusetts General Laws.

Kathleen Bronner, Chairman
Granby Board of Appeals
09720, 09/27/2024

Town of Granby
Massachusetts
Conservation Commission

The Granby Conservation
Commission will hold Public
Hearings pursuant to the
Wetland Protection Act (MGL
Chapter 131, Section 40) on
Tuesday, October 08, 2024
at *1 Library Lane- Carnegie
Building-Top Floor to consid-
er the following:

1. 7:30 p.m.: “RDA” filed
by Aleksandra Ponomareva
to see whether the activities

depicted on the plan refer-
enced are subject/jurisdiction
to the Wetlands Protection
Act and its regulations with
regards to property located
at 51 Forge Pond Rd, #2 and
known as 14C-A14, in the
Town of Granby.

Members of the public
can attend virtually by phone
at +1 (312) 757-3121 using
Access Code: 282-289-421or
by visiting https://global.goto-
meeting.com/join/282289421.

Anyone wishing infor-
mation and/or to be heard
on this matter should appear
at the time and place desig-
nated. The complete mate-
rials (including text and
maps) relative to this “RDA”
are available for inspec-
tion during regular business
hours at the Selectmen’s
Office located in the Granby
Senior Center Building, 2nd
Floor, 10-B West State Street.
Additionally, copies of the
application may be inspect-

ed on the Conservation
Commission’s web page at
www.granby-ma.gov.
William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation
Commission
09/27/2024

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

47

55

8. Synthetic resin

47. Juicy fruit

59

62
CLUES ACROSS 43. Untimely 2. Body parts
1. Unequaled 45. Area or 3. Invests in little
5. __-fi(slang) neighborhood enterprises

11. Chadic language 49. Expresses distaste, 5. Dug into 39. Bit used with a set
Bura-__ disapproval 6. Laughed of reins

13. Influential come 50. S. American rodents 7. Northern European  40. Time away from
Election Day 55. Swedish rock group nation work

14. Bucket 56. Influential American 8. San Diego ballplayer 41. Parts per thousand

15. European river president 9. Eight (abbr.)

16. Earn a perfect score  57.Volume 10. Substitutes (abbr.)  42. Lots on your plate

17. Horizontal passage  59. Begged 12. Moved swiftly on (abbr.)

18. Barely sufficient 60. Resinlike substance foot 44, Actor Brosnan

20. Dekaliter secreted by certain  14. Compensated 45, It's part of

21. Goo Goo Dolls hit lac insects 19.Volcano in the packaging

22. Australian city 61. Spiritual leader Philippines 46. Towards the oral

25. Female servants of a Jewish 23. Speak ill of region

30. Plumbing fixtures congregation 24. One who publishes ~ 47. Public Theater

31. Tooth caregiver 62. Good friend 25. Expression of creator Joseph

32. Book of Esther 63. Body part bafflement 48. Ancient Syrian city
antagonist 64. Tableland 26. Macaws 51. Swiss river

33. Say aloud 27. Matchstick game ~ 52. Mollusk

38. Thyrotrophic CLUES DOWN 28. We all have our 53. A French abbot
hormone 1. Barrels per day own 54. Hoagies

41. Absolute (abbr.) 29. Divinatory 58. Not present (slang)

4. Rock legend Turner

64

34. Explosive

35. Follows sigma
36. Sea eagle

37. Type of bread

FE

2

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

1% Send Us Your &,

" Community
Dazzler Events

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will
be published November 13, 2024.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.

Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Event Name

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:

‘Deadline &
for Calendar

“submissions is
L October ]4.

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler”
in the subject line of your email.
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Eagle Scout works to brmg beauly to church reflection pool

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - Every church
needs someplace to go to relax and be
somewhere quiet for a place of reflection.

One church that was blessed with a
brand new one was Belchertown’s St.
Francis of Assisi Parish on Jabish St.

At the back of the property, past the
priest’s home in the woods, is a beautiful
little pond, a bench, and a large statue of
Jesus on the cross to serve as the church’s
place of reflection and peace.

For member of the church and Boy
Scout Peter Root, using his Eagle Award
requirements to build, organize, and
construct a garden for the space was a
no-brainer.

“l wanted to do something at the
church, and thought I"d make the garden,”
Root explained. “It’s really beautiful with
the cross and the pond, and the garden
just makes it better.”

Peter has been in scouts since he was
little, and since he began as a little cub
scout, his parents have stood by him and
supported him with pride as he went on to
achieve the goal of an Eagle Award.

In order to achieve the Eagle Scout
Award, a scout must have earned all twen-
ty-one required merit badges, and come
up with a project that will benefit the
community in some way.

The project has to be an original idea

Submitted photo

Peter Root (center, white tank) standing with his friends who helped him complete the

beautiful garden.

the scout comes up with on their own, that
they then write up and present a proposal
for to a board of adults, and after approv-
al, move forward with the projects.

Eagle Scout Projects require thought-
ful and considerate planning no matter
what the project is in order to ensure that

it will completely and totally benefit the
community.

The project, through the planning,
presenting, implementing, and organizing
facts of it all, teaches those going for the
award character building, project man-
agement, and tenacity to see the project

through to the end.

“He is becoming a reliable and hard-
working young man,” Peter’s mother,
Beata Root, said.

“The sky’s really the limit for these
kids, and I've loved seeing them work
together,” said Chris Root, Peter’s father.

Peter, with the help of his friends, put
into the garden three white rose bushes,
four red mums, a butterfly bush, and sev-
eral grasses.

The boys worked to lay down a tarp,
dig holes to put in the plants, and lay
down a bed of red mulch over the top.

“The community that they build and
the friendship that they have is my favor-
ite part of watching them,” Beata said.
“They do things together.”

“They can take these skills into the
workforce and their futures,” Chris said.
“One of the big concepts of scouts is the
adults have very low interaction, so that
they can learn and grow independently.”

The plants and materials were donat-
ed by Five Star Gardens, Tractor Supply,
and Lowes for the project. “They were a
huge help in donating for the garden,” Pe-
ter said.

“This is all about repaying the com-
munity,” Peter said. “I love the church,
and I love the community here and I
wanted to just give back to them.”

The beautiful garden put in at the pond
at the St. Francis of Assisi Parish will be
remembered by the parish, and by Peter,
for many years to come.

GRANT from page 1

play about Ukraine, which ended up go-
ing out live on Aug. 25, Ukrainian Inde-
pendence Day.

For the 2024 grant rotation, the SHCC
saw sixty applicants, funded forty-four,
and was able to award $17,420.

This year, for the fiscal year 2025, the
council is eager to hand out funds from
their pool of $18,000 to work with, and
the hope for even more people to come
and apply.

The applications for these grants open
on September 1, and closes at 11:59 p.m.
on Oct. 16, so make sure to get your ap-
plications in before then.

Late applications will not be able to be
accepted, so don’t miss the deadline. You
can find the applications at www.mass-
culturalcouncil.smartsimple.com.

“We are a direct grant cultural coun-
cil,” Anz explained. “When you’re ap-
proved for a grant, as soon as you receive
the contract, we send you the funds. The
sooner you get in the application, the
sooner you can get your money.”

The application process is fairly sim-
ple, though the more details you provide
will help you better your chances at be-
coming approved for the grant.

The application will ask you basic

LOWER PRICES

dress, and contact information, and then
go on to ask for the specifics of your proj-
ect, including what it is, your budget, how
much you’re asking for, and how it will
benefit the town.

Once the SHCC has received all of the
applications submitted, they will begin
the process of reviewing the applications
and discussing them, and these meetings
will begin October 7, and end somewhere
around early November.

If your project is chosen, the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council will contact
you, and the SHCC will soon after to
meet with you in order to discuss the next
steps and moving forward.

“We’re excited to see more arts come
to the town. We’ve got a vibrant commu-
nity, and the applications are increasing,”
Anz said. “I'm looking forward to see
what comes next from the people who
apply.”

The SHCC is looking for applications
for programs and organizations by and for
the BIPOC communities, and other resi-
dents including those who have disabili-
ties, low-income communities, seniors,
and individual artists.

Any program or organization that en-
courages the spread of art to the youth in
the South Hadley Public Schools is also
encouraged.

While the SHCC encourages all and
anyone to submit applications, it’s im-
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Members of the Cultural Council that were present for the grant program: Eric Weiss,
Joy Jarme, John Anz, Mary Anne Myers, and Ira Brazinsky.

portant to keep in mind that the council
will generally only fund up to 50% of
your total budget.

For this reason, it’s important to have
a budget plan, as well as a source of out-
side revenue. Make sure to also include
dates and venues for your program, and

participants and partners or collaborators.

“Help us help you,” Anz said.

The possibilities are truly limitless
in what you can accomplish with these
grants, and the next step to finding some-
thing new for the community is only an
application away.

NOTICE

personal information like your name, ad-
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USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CU

PORK LOIN CHOPS.......o
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS.... 3235

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS S

PORK BUTT STRIPS .. 15
SLICED IN OUR DEL $399

HAH SALAD
SIS CHEESE............. 2422

ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
STEAK O ROAST o %9

CHICKEN BREAST 1010 om0, 2207
CHICKEN THIGHS 1015 16, > 147
STORE BAKED

USDA INSP. FRESH
PUNPKIN PIES.comm > 3

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
TENDERLOIN
ar$q ()88
USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

T-BONE or
PORTE%HOUSE STEAK
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ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services

SMOKED PORK CHOPS ...

3 lb SALE DATES: 9/26/24-10/2/24 BUY DIRECT FOR = SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA 3399 « First-Rate Used Auto Parts M
T"-APIA FILLETSlllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII Ib . Top-Grade Auto BOdY Parts t?-lgesyp(:;}
USDA INSP. STORE MADE 80% LEAN 90 Avocado St. + Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
TALIAN MARINATED s 99 GROUND BEEF Springfield “Serving all of Western Mass.” Vehicles
LT7Z1H ({2 — 2 118 /| HOURS: won-wea 5.4 413-737-1288
USDA INSP. STORE MADE . 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com centerstreetautoparts.com

651 Center St., Chicopee 41 3-733-2778




