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SOUTH HADLEY – The 
�rst week of October is Banned 
Books Week, and the South 
Hadley Public Library is plan-
ning two events to celebrate the 
freedom to read.

“Reading is a foundational 
skill, critical to future learning 
and to exercising our democrat-
ic freedoms, a statement on the 
town’s website reads. “Intel-
lectual freedom is the right of 
library users to read, seek infor-
mation, and speak freely as guar-
anteed by the First Amendment. 

Today, this freedom to read is 
threatened by organized move-
ments seeking to bring national 
culture wars to local library and 
bookstore shelves.”

On Tuesday, Oct. 3, from 
4-6 p.m., SHPL will be taking 
part in a state-wide Let Freedom 
Read “read in” where residents 

and readers can come to the li-
brary for an enjoyable afternoon 
of reading whatever book they 
want to. The event will be moved 
inside the Children’s Room, if 
necessary, due to weather. Light 
snacks will be provided by the 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
During its Sept. 19 meeting, 
the town’s Select Board opt-
ed to continue its contract 
with the law �rm of Mead, 
Taleman, and Costa for town 
counsel services through 
June 30, 2024.

The town had come to the 
end of its current three-year 
contract with the law �rm, 
but it declined to move for-
ward with another three-year 
contract until all members 
could be present. Member 
Jeff Cyr was not in atten-
dance for this meeting. Over-
all, the feedback for the �rm 
was positive.

“I have really liked work-
ing with them,” said Town 
Administrator Lisa Wong, 
who added that she’s had 
signi�cant experience with 
counsels in her previous job. 
“The value is there. The qual-
ity is there.”

Currently, the town spends 
$4,500 per month for the re-
tainer for the �rm’s services. 
Other services are billed at 
$180 per hour. In �scal year 
2023, the town spent about 
$80,000 total for town coun-
sel services. Wong explained 
that she had reached out to 
see what other �rms would 
cost, and found that while 
some �rms would cost rough-
ly the same, many would ac-
tually cost more.

The Board also approved 
shifting responsibility for the 
street lights on Baker Street 
from Shadowbrook Estates to 
the town. When the develop-
ment was built, Shadowbrook 
Estates assumed responsibili-
ty for the lights even though 
Baker Street is a town road. 
Neither side could explain 
why this happened.

By Samuel Gelinas
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
During its �rst meeting of 
the school year this month, 
the town’s School Committee 
discussed a range of topics, 
including the use of AI by stu-
dents, transportation, bullying, 
and more.

“Handle with Care 
Massachusetts”

Courtney Mackey, the Dis-
trict Mental Health Coordina-
tor, presented about “Handle 
with Care Massachusetts,” a 
program “designed to enhance 
what already exists as commu-
nication between law enforce-
ment, community services, 
and the schools, regarding any 
traumatic events that children 
might be exposed to.”

“During the summer, the 
Hampshire County DA’s of-
�ce, in conjunction with the 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
of Hampshire County, worked 
with local police departments 
and local school districts...this 
program already exists and 
runs successfully throughout 
more eastern and central Mas-
sachusetts.”

“People support the schools 
with their tax payer dollars,” 
added Mark McLaughlin, in-
terim superintendent for South 
Hadley schools. “And it’s im-
portant that when we have 
these good partnerships, that 
people know about them, that 
they understand the money 
that supports the PD, the mon-
ey that supports the school, are 
given back to the community 
in ways that are tangible. And 
this is one of those ways.”

Transportation
Jennifer Voyik, a member 

of the Committee as well as 
the school department, updat-
ed those present on the current 

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town’s Select Board is request-
ing input from the public, ac-
cording to Town Administrator 
Lisa Wong, on several items.

Room Tax
Town Meeting would have to 

approve tax of up to six percent 
on hotel and room accommoda-
tions that would encompass new 
short-term rentals, as well as a 
possible three percent communi-
ty impact fee, Wong released in 

a recent community update.

Short Term Rental 
Application Fee

“As the Attorney General’s 
of�ce recently approved the 
STR bylaw, the town is devel-
oping an application,” Wong 

released. “The Selectboard will 
have to vote on the fee.”

Senior Work-Off Program
The details of a potential pro-

gram to allow quali�ed individ-

GRANBY - Youth ages 10 
and up are welcome to drop in 
to play “Magic: The Gathering” 
every Thursday from 3:30-5 p.m. 
at the Granby Library. Magic is 
a collectible trading card game 
of fun-�lled, strategic games to 
play with other players. Mag-
ic has something for everyone 
and countless ways to play, the 
library released. The Granby Li-
brary group plays all formats and 
all levels. Decks will be provid-
ed if needed.

“Bring decks if you have 
them,” the library released. 
“Please leave your contact infor-
mation if you would like to play, 
in the event of a cancellation.”

Magic the Gathering

Celebrate the ‘freedom to read’

group gathers 
at Granby 

Public Library

Select 
Board 
continues 
law firm 
contract

TA’s Update: Select Board seeks public input

School 
Comm. 
discusses 
range of 
topics

Submitted PhotosMagic the Gathering players at the Granby Library. 

Please see BOARD, page 6

Please see SCHOOL, page 3

Please see READ, page 2

Please see INPUT, page 6
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK
LOIN END CHOPS .............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS...........

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/28/23-10/4/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
PEPPER JACK CHEESE......$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROASTER or STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG.......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 31/40 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS FULLY 
COOKED W/ GRILL MARKS.......

$189
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF ....................

$799
lb

$888

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T’BONE or

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$199

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS.. $299
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

$799
lb

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

A PRAYER 
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit, You who made me see 
everything and showed me the way 
to reach my ideal.  You, who gave 
me the divine gift to forgive and 
forget the wrong that is done to me 
and you, who are in all instances 
of my life with me.  I, in this short 
dialogue want to thank you for 
everything and confirm once more 
that I never want to be separated 
from you no matter how great the 
material desire may be.  I want to 
be with you and my loved ones in 
your perpetual glory.  Amen.  Thank 
you for your love towards me and 
my loved ones.  Persons must 
pray the prayer three consecutive 
days without asking your wish.  
After third day wish will be grant-
ed no matter how difficult it may 
be.  Then promise to publish this 
dialogue as soon as this favor is 
granted.  I will never stop trusting 
God and His power. D.D.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

SOUTH HADLEY – The town’s 
Council on Aging has announced several 
events to be held in the month of October.

Life History, Genealogy Workshop
Friday mornings, 10:30 a.m.

This workshop will be held with sup-
port by students from Mt. Holyoke Col-
lege.

“Your history can provide these col-
lege students with insight from the deci-
sion you made at key moments in your 
life. You can document your life or work 
on a more extensive family history,” the 
COA released. 

World Food Month Supper Club
Wednesday, Oct. 4, at 2 p.m.

Free and open to all; this Supper Club 
will celebrate World Food Month and in-
clude a chef demo and meeting.

“Join us for a screening of the docu-
mentary ‘We Feed People,’ the story of the 
World Central Kitchen. Enjoy an authen-
tic paella, prepared by Chef Maggie with a 
recipe from the new WCK cookbook. Sign 
up for a trip to Washington DC, Feeding 
Hope Festival.”

Sign up or email questions to Maggie 
at maggiev06021@gmail.com.

Table Talk
Friday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. – noon

Robin Davis of Valley Speech Services 
will have a table with some information 
on what Valley Speech can do for South 
Hadley.

Quabbin talk with J.R. Green
Friday, Oct. 6, at 2:30 p.m.

J.R. Green talks about Quabbin; he will 
present his narrated slide program, “The 
Creation of Quabbin Reservoir”. J.R. will 
have books and calendars for sale.

Table Talk
Friday, Oct. 13, 10 a.m. – noon

Marguerite Szczwainski will have a 
table with information about the Mas-
sachusetts Equipment Distribution Pro-
gram, which is a service that provides res-
idents with permanent disability access to 
the telephone network.

Berkshire Hills Music
Thursday, Oct.12, at 10:30 a.m.

Music with Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy. Come listen and singalong 
with the “Magni�cent 7” from Berkshire 
Hills.

Cupcakes and Coffee
Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 2 p.m.

Join for cupcakes and coffee and to 
get to know some of the students from the 
MacDuf�e School.

October Culinary Lessons
Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2-7 p.m.

Feeding a crowd—South Hadley Pa-
ella, handcrafted bread, Apple-cranberry 
crisp. $8 per person, limit of 30 cooks, 
attendees must register with Maggie by 
Oct. 4. Her email is maggiev06021@
gmail.com.

Free Men’s Breakfast
Friday, October 20, at 8:30 a.m.

This month’s breakfast will be host-
ed by Chuck J.M. Romboletti, Assistant 
Town Administrator and Human Re-
source Director.

Boo Birthday and Anniversary Bash
Tuesday, October 31, 5 p.m.  

Join for this spooky Halloween party. 
Costumes are optional but encouraged. 
There will be prizes for the top three cos-
tumes. Free refreshments and entertain-
ment by the Agawam Melody Band.

Tuesday Evening Programs
Tuesday, Oct. 3, at 5:30 p.m.

The Three P’s of Investment Fraud: 
Pro�le, Persuasion and Prevention: Join 
Eric Giroux, a senior council in the S.E.C. 
Enforcement Division, from the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commission. Free 
handouts.

Tuesday, Oct. 17, at 5:30 p.m.
Author discussion with Andrew 

Noone, who will offer a reading and dis-
cussion of his book, “Bathsheba Spooner: 
A Revolutionary Conspiracy.”

Tuesday, Oct. 24, at 4:30 p.m.
Jan Lucier will be sharing the histo-

ry of essential oils, methods of delivery, 
and practical uses for healing and overall 
increased well-being. Free aromatherapy 
roll-on to take home.

COA announces upcoming October highlights

Seniors
Police warn of 
recent scams

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminer@turley.com

REGION – Police are warning res-
idents of a recent scam targeting the 
elderly population.

“Belchertown Police has received 
multiple reports recently regarding 
a scam that we would like to bring 
awareness to,” police shared in a state-
ment. “Residents in town have reported 
that they have been reached out to in 
various ways, whether it be via phone 
call or through computer hacks.”

According to police, these calls or 
“hacks” have been done to elicit a re-
sponse from the victim. “When people 
have been replying and returning phone 
calls, the unknown person through the 
phone will create a false, yet believ-
able, story,” reports indicate. “They 
will also be very demanding.”

Police said the story is used to 
“bait” the caller.

“The person over the phone will 
typically request the caller to go to their 
bank and withdraw large amounts of 
cash. They will then instruct the caller 
to go to a location that has a Bitcoin 
ATM, and instruct them to deposit their 
cash to a fraudulent account,” police re-
leased. “Once this cash gets deposited, 
the people over the phone are able to 
take control of that money, resulting in 
it being stolen from the caller.”

Bitcoin is a digital form of curren-
cy, police added, making it “hard to re-
trieve this money once deposited.”

“It has also been reported that these 
people on the phone request the callers 
to scan their driver’s licenses to them, 
resulting in their identity further being 
compromised,” police said.

This scam has appeared to target 
the elderly population, according to 
reports.

“If you or someone you know is 60 
or older and has been a victim of fraud, 
the National Elder Fraud Hotline is 
willing to help,” the police statement 
reads.

This hotline can be contacted over 
the phone at 1-833-FRAUD-11 (1-
833-372-8311) or online at justice.
gov/stopelderfraud, “which has many 
useful resources about fraud,” police 
added.

“The Belchertown Police can also 
be called to document any fraud re-
ports.”

Additionally, police encouraged 
residents to not “fall for the story given 
over the phone.”

“Always ask family, friends, or 
businesses you are associated with and 
con�rm if the story is legitimate or 
not,” police added.

Friends of the South Hadley Public Li-
brary.

Additionally, on Saturday, Oct. 7, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., the library will be 
taking part in a Banned Books Brunch be-
ing held at Center Church as part of the 
Showcase South Hadley cultural festival.

“This panel discussion will feature 
local speakers an independent bookstore 
and academic, public, and school librar-
ies,” an event description reads.

Light refreshments will be provided.
“Libraries across the nation and in 

Massachusetts have experienced a surge 
in book challenges,” said James Loner-
gan, Director of the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners. “We may not 
agree on what to read, but hopefully we 
can all agree that the freedom to choose 
what we want to read is a vital part of a 
democratic society. Libraries across the 
Commonwealth develop collections that 
meet the diverse needs of the communi-

ties they serve. Everyone is welcome to 
�nd a good read from their library and 
join the celebration.”

“Books have been reported as divisive 
in national media coverage,” Library Di-
rector Joseph Rodio released in a press 
statement. “But we want our library read-
in to show that books are more likely to 
bring communities together.”

According to the  American Library 
Association (ALA), there were 45 book 
challenges in Massachusetts in 2022 af-
fecting 57 titles. That’s more than the past 
nine years (2013-2021) combined, which 
totaled 38 challenges, Rodio released. 
Nationwide, ALA reported 1,270 book 
challenges in 2022, up signi�cantly from 
350 in 2019.

“Let Freedom Read is supported by 
South Hadley Public Library and the Joint 
Task Force for Intellectual Freedom with 
members from the Massachusetts Library 
Association, Massachusetts Board of Li-
brary Commissioners, the Massachusetts 
Library System, and the Massachusetts 
School Library Association.”

READ  from page 1Granby library 
monthlong book 
sale ending soon

GRANBY – Throughout the month 
of September, a fall book sale is ongo-
ing at the Granby Free Public Library.

Through Sept. 30, book  lovers can 
choose from a large assortment of 
used and like-new books in �ction and 
non-�ction, according to a press state-
ment. Used DVDs, video games, au-
diobooks, and CDs will also be on sale. 
Stop in during the library’s regular 
operating hours, which are: Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Thursdays from 
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturdays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Granby Free Public Library is 
located at 297 E State Street, Granby. 
All proceeds bene�t the Friends of the 
Granby Library.
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Adult Programming 
South Hadley Public Library

ONGOING LIBRARY PROGRAMMING
Tuesday Night Knitting Group

Tuesdays 6 pm – 8 pm • Trustees Room
Join the library’s Tuesday Night Knitters for some quality knitting 

and crocheting time. All skill levels are welcome.

Hello Sunshine Book Club
First Wednesday Evenings of the Month at 7:30 pm

Trustees Room
A book discussion group focusing on selections from Reese 

Witherspoon’s Hello Sunshine book club.

Gatehouse Writer’s Group (Online Writing Group)
Every Friday Online via Zoom from 10 am – Noon

Contact Linda Rowland-Buckley at rowbuc1998@gmail.com
Our library writing group, the Gatehouse Writing group, 

the Gatehouse Writers, is a supportive peer-led environment 
open to all levels and styles. 

This group is led by Linda Rowland-Buckley and Richard Buckley.

Mahjong at the Library
First and Third Friday’s of the Month from 1 pm – 4 pm

For experienced Players

Spanish Conversation Circle
3rd Saturdays of the Month at 10:30 am

An opportunity for Spanish speakers to practice their language 
skills.  Participants should have some basic conversational skills 

to join the group. This is NOT a language class.

IN HOUSE PROGRAMMING

Author Talk: Food for the Dead: 
Vampires in New England by Michael Bell

Wednesday, October 4 at 6 pm • Community Room
Michael Bell relates the stories of families who dug up the bodies 
of their lovedones and burned their hearts to save the living. Bell 

summarizes his quest for this authentic vampire tradition, detailed 
in his award-winning book Food for the Dead: On the Trail of New 
England’s Vampires (Wesleyan University Press, 2011), that has 
led him into the field to conduct interviews, find cemeteries and 

gravestones, and even investigate archaeological digs.

Music Concert: Guitarist Peter Biedermann
Wednesday, October 11 at 6:00 pm • Community Room 

The focus of the concert program will be on pieces from Peter 
Biedermann’s catalogue of recordings beginning with ‘Sound & 
Spirit’ (2000) through the latest live release ‘Say What?’ (2020). 

The program also encourages questions from the audience 
and will include some of the history and 

evolution of original fingerstyle guitar playing.

Learn Henna with Magic Tree Henna: For Adults and Teens
Wednesday, October 18 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm • Community Room

Call 413-538-5045 or go to www.shadleylib.org to sign up. Henna 
is an all-natural, plant based art form that dates back 5000 years 

in Egypt. Come learn how to apply Henna!

Agawam Paranormal: Evidence Review
Wednesday, October 25 6 – 7:30 pm • Community Room

This is a historic public reveal featuring the Firehouse Museum, 
the Old Village Cemetery, and the Gaylord Library. An introduction 
as to the historic value and events that happened there, then we 
will get into the actual investigations that were conducted and 

finally end with the potential evidence captured on site. 

VIRTUAL LIBRARY PROGRAMMING
European Travel Tips and Tools 

with Guidebook Author Rick Steves
Tuesday, October 10 at 4 pm

Sign Up Here: https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/34327
Via Zoom Join guidebook author and TV host Rick Steves as he 
shares the latest in smart European travel. In this entertaining, 
information-packed slideshow lecture, Rick will teach you the 

secrets of safe, smart, inexpensive travel.

A Lifetime of Writing: A Conversation with John Irving
Thursday, October 26 at 7 pm.

Sign Up Here: https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/32565
Via Zoom You are in for a treat when you join us for an intimate 

conversation with John Irving as he chats about not only his most 
recent novel, The Last Chairlift, but also about his prolific body of 

work and a lifetime spent writing.

Hollywood, Home, Heart, and Healing: 
A Conversation with John Stamos
Wednesday, November 1st at 8 pm

Sign Up Here: https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/32978
Join us for an intimate conversation with Full House star, 

John Stamos, as he leads us through his incredibly moving 
and vulnerable memoir, If You Would Have Told Me. 

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.

May The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now, and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your prayer 
will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be 
promised.
Thank you St. Jude, for granting 
my petition.

ST. JUDE’S 
NOVENA

D.D.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

status of the transportation contract 
between South Hadley Public schools 
and Five Star Transportation.

“This past spring and summer, the 
Transportation Subcommittee met...
as expected we only had one bid-
der for transportation, and that was 
Five Star Transportation who South 
Hadley has partnered with for many 
years,” Voyik said.

“When the transportation bid 
came in, we were all shocked to see a 
10 percent increase on that bid infor-
mation for this year [the school year 
of 2023-2024].”

As a result, “there was a lot of 
healthy discussion back and forth 
between myself and Five Star, ex-
plaining where they’re coming from 
and the in�ation that they are dealing 
with, and having to keep up with la-
bor costs; that they need to be able to 
pay drivers a living wage in order to 
keep drivers in their system.”

Instead of a 10 percent increase 
for one year, it will be a six-and-a-
half percent increase, and then over 
the �ve-year contract, it will gradu-
ally decrease, according to meeting 
discussion.

In the current contract, there will 
be a 5.5 percent price climb for years 
two and three, and 4.75 for year four. 

“Ultimately, over the life of the 
contract the negotiation saved the 
district approximately $15,000,” Vo-
yik said.

This transportation contract with 
Five Star was voted through a unani-
mous vote by the School Committee.

Bullying
McLaughlin stated that up to this 

point in the school year, there have 
been �ve incidents between teachers 
and students.

“If the students in those homes 
listened to the language that was ex-
pressed to the principals, the direc-
tor, and the teachers, those students 
were listening to that from a family 
member.  There is very little doubt 
that what seems acceptable 
at home would translate into 
what might be seen as ac-
ceptable in school, and then 
school is responsible for 
addressing it,” McLaughlin 
said. “We have students for 
six hours a day, and then 
they leave and see modeled 
behavior at home and in the 
culture that very typically 
becomes part of the school 
culture, and we don’t have 
anything to do about that.”

“We try to create a safe 
space for students to ex-
press. We have a very robust 
component of our bullying 
prevention policy about re-
taliation.  I can tell you just 
how much effort goes into 
addressing these issues.”

He mentioned all the 
hard work school of�cials 
put into mediation.

“We have counselors 
who bring students together 
all the time and help them 

mediate through problems.  Some-
times, we get parents who complain 
that having mediation or that restor-
ative practice isn’t strong enough, 
that it’s too passive. They want pun-
ishment; they want suspension.  So, 
in many cases we’re trying to medi-
ate because these are children...it’s a 
very complicated thing.”

Temperature control in schools
As part of the superintendent’s re-

port, McLaughlin addressed the half 
days given in the �rst few days of 
school due to the heat.

“The reality is what it is in South 
Hadley. Our buildings, except for 
Plains, are old.  They are not out-
�tted with state-of-the-art climate 
control systems, particularly at the 
high school,” he said, adding that, 
“two years ago at this time we had a 
very signi�cant problem [at the high 
school] with mold.”

He continued by highlighting the 
lack of funds available to make dras-
tic changes to the school’s air condi-
tioning.

“We do not have the funding avail-
able, at present, to create the condi-
tions to introduce climate-controlled 
environments in our buildings. Nor 
do we have the funding or the infra-
structure to support lesser interven-
tions,” McLaughlin said. “School is 
what we do, and whenever possible 
we should have school.”

He noted the safety and health of 
students is a primary concern, and 
that the classroom should be a place 
where learning can take place with-
out the fatigue or distraction of in-
clement weather.

Voyik and Scott Moore, who had 
been hired as building operations 
manager for the town this past sum-
mer, discussed the general ballpark 
of what expenses would look like to 
introduce climate-controlled environ-
ments.

“We’re talking several millions of 
dollars,” Voyik said.

“When Plains was built in 2016, 
there was air conditioning installed. 

So, as we hopefully move forward 
and Mosier is potentially the next 
school to be rebuilt, that [air condi-
tioning] is something that will be dis-
cussed in the building process.”

“Our goal tonight was really to 
address some of the conversations we 
became aware of the past few days, 
which might suggest there’s easy 
�xes and why aren’t we doing them,” 
Voyik said.

MCAS Ballot Question
Amy Foley, an English and spe-

cial education teacher, asked for the 
support of the Committee that if the 
MCAS question makes it onto the 
ballot, they would consider voting to 
end the need for the standardized test 
to graduate.

The ballot question no longer 
makes it mandatory to pass the 
MCAS to graduate. Foley presented 
her opinion.

“Our high school teachers have 
seen the stress and anxiety this re-
quirement places on our students 
who already struggle with the pres-
sure of testing...it should not deter-
mine whether our students graduate 
high school or not,” Foley said.

Her request was met with no re-
sponse by the Committee.

AI
Elizabeth Wood reported the 

town will be using the plagiarism 
scanning technology, “Turn It In,” to 
detect dishonest work, including the 
use of arti�cial intelligence (AI) by 
students. Concerning arti�cial intelli-
gence, Wood noted that “we are also 
continuing to examine ways that AI 
can be bene�cial to our students be-
cause it’s not going away.”

Looking for Athletic Trainer
The South Hadley Public schools 

continues its ongoing search for ath-
letic trainers, and Committee mem-
bers have been scouting potential 
candidates in the area, according to 
meeting discussion.

SCHOOL from page 1

Vaccine drive-thru 
clinic set for Oct. 10

SOUTH HADLEY – The town is offering a Vac-
cine Drive-thru Clinic from 2-6 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 
10.

Immunizations include: In�uenza (standard in-
jectable); Quadrivalent; COVID-19 (P�zer); RSV 
(ABRYSVO, AREZVY); Prevnar 20; and Herpes 
Zoster (Shingrix).

The clinic will be held at 646 Newton St., Beers 
and Story Parking, in South Hadley.

For more information, visit southhadley.org.

SOUTH HADLEY - Volunteer 
opportunities are available on town 
boards and committees.

“Consider serving South Hadley 
by joining one,” a press statement 
reads.

A total of 11 boards and commit-
tees have vacancies needing to be 
�lled, including:

Capital Planning Committee; 
Commission on Disabilities; Coun-
cil on Aging; Cultural Council; His-
torical Commission; Human Rights 
Commission; Master Plan Implemen-
tation Committee; Sustainability & 

Energy Commission; Town Meeting 
Review Committee; Zoning Board of 
Appeals; and Veterans Council

“The Selectboard is seeking 
citizens with diverse interests and 
abilities to apply for these available 
positions. There are no special re-
quirements for any of the boards and 
committees (except for the veteran 
status requirement for the Veterans 
Council) other than a willingness 
to serve. However, applicants must 
be registered to vote in the Town of 
South Hadley,” a press statement 
reads.

Those wishing to apply to serve 
on a board or committee must do so 
online. See the full list of vacancies 
and term expirations on the town 
website under the “I want to” tab, 
then “apply for,” “Boards & Com-
missions.” Applicants will be con-
tacted with instructions for how to at-
tend an interview by the Selectboard. 
The board will interview and make 
appointments in October.

Questions may be directed to 
Kristin Maher, executive assistant to 
administration, at  kmaher@south-
hadleyma.gov.

Members needed for town boards, committees



TOWN ReminderPage 4 September 29, 2023

Opinion

TOWN
Reminder
TEAM

SOCIAL MEDIA

@ Town Reminder

WEB
www.townreminder.turley.com

The Town Reminder is published every 
Friday by Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977.

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

ADVERTISING SALES
Maureen

McGarrett Hall
mmcgarrett
@turley.com

EDITORIAL
townreminder@turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Letters to the Edi-
tor have a maximum of 
350 words. We require 
writers to include their 
name, address and 
phone number in order 
for our of�ce to au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anon-
ymous letters will 
NOT be published. 

We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions. 
Libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, per-
sonal attacks or def-
amation of character 
are not allowed. Dead-
line for submissions is 
Wednesday at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be 
sent to Town Remind-
er, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

GUEST COLUMN
OPINION PAGE/

LETTERS
POLICY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

We are all upset by the amount of plastic 
trash on our streets, our oceans, our water, 
and now microscopically in our own bodies! 
It is costing us money to remove and killing 
birds, animals, and some of us. We have also 
heard that much of plastic recycling is not 
really recycling.

There are a few plastics that we can re-
cycle! Both Stop & Shop and Big Y have 

plastic bag recycling in the rooms with their 
bottle and can recycling. The Nextrex cor-
poration will collect them and turn them 
into plastic decking. They will take: Produce 
Bags, Newspaper Sleeves, Dry Cleaning, 
Bubble Wrap, Plastic e-commerce Mailers, 
Ziploc and Other Re-closable Bags, Cereal 
Box Bags, Bread Bags, Ice Bags, Store Gags 
and Case Overwrap Bags.

John Howard

Please see ENERGY, page 5

Three great ways to 
make Massachusetts 
more sustainable

By the Belchertown Energy 
and Sustainability Committee

This past summer, with the highest heat 
ever recorded, the unrelenting forest �res 
and the �ooding due to massive storms 

can make a person feel that sustainability is 
impossible. But this is not the time to give up 
on sustainability. Everyone can do many things 
all year long to help make the earth a better, 
cleaner, safer and more sustainable place to 
live. Even if what one individual can do seems 
small, an individual’s actions added together 
with so many other individuals, can have a big 
impact. In addition, many activities which save 
resources can also save money. Sometimes 
the government and some companies provide 
grants and free services to assist individuals in 
saving energy and other resources. Other com-
panies offer discounts and rewards to custom-
ers who recycle through their company. Think 
of sustainability as the idea that we can contin-
ue to live well by rethinking how we can better 
use our limited resources.

Free Home Energy Audit
One of the best ways to reduce the energy 

you use would be to have a home energy as-
sessment. Decreasing your household energy 
will also help you save money. According to 
the U.S. Of�ce of Energy Ef�ciency and Re-
newable Energy about 21 percent of total U.S. 
energy consumption comes from residential 
properties. If you are a Massachusetts resident 
who owns a home or rents in a 1- to 4-unit prop-
erty, you are probably eligible for a free home 
energy assessment through the Mass Save pro-
gram. This program is sponsored and paid for 
by the utility companies, using funds from a, 
charge on customers’ energy bills. In our area, 
if your energy bill comes from National Grid 
or Eversource, you are eligible, even if you re-
ceive your energy from a different company. 
Not only will the energy assessment provide 
you with the steps toward decreasing your en-
ergy consumption, but it will also include some 
instant saving measures to start you off. In ad-
dition, the audit will include information on 
ways to pay for major improvements. You will 
learn about cash rebates, tax incentives and 
low or no cost loans for improvements which 
decrease your energy usage. You are under no 
obligation to follow the recommendations, but 
if you are able to do so, you would be able to 
save even more energy while improving the 
comfort of your home. Visit masssave.com/en/
residential/programs-and-services.

Go Beyond the Recycling Bin
Besides the paper, plastic, metal and glass 

we normally recycle in the recycling bins, we 
can recycle many items which previously were 
thrown in the trash. You can keep your empty 
ink cartridges, used �orescent and LED light 
bulbs, dead lithium/button batteries and old 
electronics out of the trash. You can safely and 
properly recycle them by bringing them back 
to many retail stores. Check the websites of big 
box stores to learn what they will accept and if 
there is any charge. Some of the stores actually 
offer store credit for dropping off ink cartridg-
es and smaller electronics! Larger electronics 
such as TV sets usually require some payment 
for disposal.

Many items like textiles which we used 
to throw into land�lls are now required to be 
recycled.  As of  November 2022, textiles and 
mattresses are no longer accepted in land�lls. 
The textiles required to be recycled include 
clothing, bedding, curtains, fabrics, footwear, 
and other fabric-based items. Sort through 
old clothes and other textiles so that you can 
donate the usable ones to your favorite char-
ity. Your very worn and stained items can be 

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Recycling Plastic

Cleaning up and 
planning ahead

Let’s just say that all the rain made veg-
etable gardening a real challenge this 
year.  

Why don’t we call it a wrap and do what 
we can now to get ahead of the game for 
next year!  

Most of my veggie plants have already 
called it quits. Other than a half row each 
of carrots and beets, and the last succession 
of green bean plants, there is pretty much 
nothing left to harvest in my main garden.  

I still have some great peppers in the 
raised beds.  Clean up will start in the main 
garden for now.

Where do I begin?  First, I will haul off 
whatever I can to the compost pile, exclud-
ing as many weeds as possible.  I will also 
leave out thick plant stalks such as broccoli; 
they will take too long to break down.  

Diseased plants are also a no-no; they 
belong in the trash. 

Think of the compost pile as an outdoor 
lasagna made of layers of brown and green 
plant parts. Brown, carbon rich ingredients 
(such as chopped leaves) can be layered 
with green, nitrogen rich ingredients (such 
as grass clippings, over grown vegetables 
and scraps, and those non-weedy plant 
parts) to get the pile cooking.  

Add a shovel full of garden soil or �n-
ished compost per layer to inoculate it with 
microbes and water well.  Let the pile sit for 
a year or turn it frequently for faster results.  

Compost is a near neutral source of hu-
mus, a well-balanced fertilizer and soil tonic 
good for all types of gardens and even the 
lawn.

The garden plot is looking better, but I 
still have lots of weeds to deal with.  I’ve 
been told that if you miss one year’s seeding 
it’s seven years weeding, so there is no way 
I am going to take the easy route and rototill 
them in.  

As I pull up the weeds by hand, I vow to 
be a better weeder next year, or better yet, 
mulch more and weed less. 

My chickens, however, are thrilled with 
my shortcomings!  They gobble down those 
seed heads faster than their morning dose of 
carrot peelings.  

At last, I have a clean slate.  In prepara-
tion for sowing winter rye seed, I scuff up 
the soil surface.  

If any Jumping Worms cross my path, I 
feed them to the chickens. Stay tuned for an 
entire article on the subject of these invasive 
worms next week.  

Once prep is complete, I rake the soil 
smooth and broadcast the seed.  At a rate of 
four pounds per one thousand square feet of 
garden, I use ten pounds.  

It’s a good idea to divide the seed in half 
and try to cover all the area you have once, 
then go back and �ll in the light spots with 
the rest.  After the seed has been sown. I’ll 
drag the �at end of a steel rake over the soil 
surface to bury it ever so slightly. 

My goal is to have the seed sprout now, 
so that its roots will hold the soil and its nu-
trients in place over the off season. Winter 
rye will put on an amazing amount of top 
growth by spring- weed whack or mow it 
�rst to make incorporating easier.  

I am also contemplating “tarping” it to 
solarize the soil at the same time, then work-
ing in the dead plants by hand.  Either way, 
if you do this for a few years in a row you’ll 
watch the organic matter content of your 
soil soar, reportedly at a rate of three to four 
thousand pounds per acre!  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as �owers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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FRIDAY &
SATURDAY
FRIDAY &

SATURDAY

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Follow us on

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, Sun. 8am-6pm
Family Owned & Operated

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted • Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available • Now Accepting EBT In Store

Mums, Pumpkins, Cornstalks, 
Straw Bales & Indian Corn

Large Cabbages, Winter Potatoes, Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, 
Squashes, Corn, Tomatoes, Carrots, Apples

Canning Tomatoes, 10 lb. Onions, Utility Apples & More
Local Vendors: Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 

Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Fresh Polish Foods,
Caramel Corn, Maple Products, Ice Cream & More

We Regret Due To Heavy Crop Losses 
We Will Not Have Pick Your Own Apples This Season

Granby Preservation Society
250 State Street, Granby, MA

Annual Fall Craft Fair
Monday, October 9th
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
For more information contact:

Fundraising@granbypreservationsociety.org

Rain date 
October 14th

Nonagenarian war veteran asks 
about extra credit for his service
Dear Rusty 

I’m turning 95 this year and am caretaker for my wife 
in our 70th year of marriage. I served before 1968 (1951-
53) during the Korean War. How do the “special extra 
credits for military service” work for me? Is it retro-ac-
tive? My wife, who only worked a short time, gets half of 
my Social Security so would it affect hers, too? 

Signed: Korean War Veteran 

Dear War Veteran
First, I want to express my gratitude for your war-

time service to our country and I also applaud your 70 
years of marriage. Thank you, and congratulations.

Regarding the “special extra credit” for military ser-
vice, Social Security FICA taxes weren’t withheld from 
military pay prior to 1957 so you didn’t pay Social Secu-
rity payroll taxes from your military earnings during the 
years you served. 

As a result, Social Security would have no record of 
your military earnings during those 1951-1953 service 
years. But when you claimed Social Security later in life, 
they would have asked if you served in the military and 
given you “special extra credit” in the form of presumed 
earnings for your service years. 

They likely would have asked for a copy of your 
DD-214 and would have added $160 to your earnings re-
cord for each active duty month during those 1951-1953 
years. Note they do not give you an extra amount of So-
cial Security; rather, for bene�t computation purposes, 
they re�ect your earnings for those years a bit higher than 
are shown in your earnings record, which would likely 
show zero for your service years. 

For example, if you served 12 months active duty in 
1952, when your Social Security bene�t was calculated 
they would consider your 1952 earnings as $1,920 ($160 
x 12), instead of the zero shown in your record because 
you didn’t actually pay FICA tax on your military pay. 
But whether those extra earnings credits would have any 
effect on your Social Security bene�t is a separate item. 

Assuming you had earnings from regular employ-
ment over your lifetime and paid into Social Security 
from those non-military earnings, you became eligible 
for Social Security bene�ts from earnings outside of your 
military service. If you worked and earned a decent sala-
ry for at least 35 years, then those special extra credits for 
your military service years would have no effect on your 
Social Security bene�t. 

If you had less than 35 years of regular non-military 

employment, then those extra earnings added for your 
military service years counted and provided you with a 
slightly higher Social Security bene�t when you claimed.   

So, the bottom line is this: if, over your lifetime, you 
worked for at least 35 years paying into Social Security 
via FICA payroll or self-employment tax, then the “spe-
cial extra credits” for your military service years had no 
effect on your Social Security bene�t. But if you worked 
less than 35 years in which SS taxes were withheld from 
your earnings, then those “special extra credits for mil-
itary service” contributed to and increased your Social 
Security bene�t when you claimed. 

However, even if you worked for over 35 years out-
side of the military and the extra credits didn’t matter for 
your Social Security bene�t, your service to our country 
did, indeed, matter a great deal. From one veteran to an-
other, thank you again for your service to our country. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not af�liated with or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or �nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

dropped into some of the large metal col-
lection boxes in local parking lots. These 
companies will sort the textiles and can 
turn unusable ones into rags or recycled 
�ber. For locations of collection boxes 
visit recyclesmartma.org/beyond-the-bin-
search.

Since  November 2022, mattresses 
were also excluded from land�lls. One of 
the easiest ways to recycle a mattress is to 
have the company where you are buying a 
replacement mattress collect the old mat-
tress when it delivers the new one. When 
you negotiate the price of your bedding, 
ask that the store include taking back the 
old mattress at no cost. If you are not buy-
ing a new mattress, you will need to con-

tract your trash hauler or your town DPW 
about the cost of recycling it.

Instead of dropping unwanted house-
hold items into the trash, you can recycle 
them at many charity thrift stores. Just be 
sure to call or look online to learn what 
items they are accepting for donation. 
You can also check with the town DPW to 
�nd out if they have a swap shop. If you 
have a transfer sticker for Belchertown, 
you might be able to drop your items off 
at the Belchertown Swap Shop, which is 
sponsored by a grant from Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection.

Buy items made from recycled goods
When you buy goods made using recy-

cled materials, you encourage more man-
ufacturers to develop and produce more 
products made from recyclables. Goods 

made using recycled materials are every-
where. Look for them when you shop. 
There are packages of printer paper made 
from some or all post-consumer recycled 
�ber. There is clothing made from recy-
cled water bottles and recycled �bers. You 
can even �nd patio furniture made with 
recycled milk bottles. Make a concerted 
effort to look for products with the word 
“recycled” on the label. You will be sur-
prised at how many items contain recy-
cled materials.

These are only a few of the many sim-
ple actions which you might incorporate 
into your day-to-day life to become a bet-

ter guardian of the earth. If want to learn 
about other ways you can make a positive 
impact, visit the web page, what you can 
do about climate change at the Massachu-
setts Environmental Protection Agency 
website: epa.gov/climate-change/what-
you-can-do-about-climate-change

You can also visit belchertown.org, 
Committees, Energy and Sustainability, 
for a listing of Community Resources.

As always, feel free to contact us at 
energycomm@belchertown.org to ask us 
questions and/or make suggestions.

ENERGY from page 4
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

The Town of South Hadley, through its Department of Public Works and Chief Procurement officer 
(CPO), is seeking applications from plowing and heavy equipment contractors for plowing snow, 
snow removal, and/or sanding/salting/de-icing for the Department of Public Works for this coming 
winter. An application form and a copy of the “Snow Plowing Contractual Agreement” for the 2023-
2024 winter season may be picked up at the department of Public Works office at 10 Industrial Drive, 
South Hadley, MA between the hours of 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM, Monday through Friday.

Submissions will be received at the Department of Public Works up to the deadline on Monday 
October 16. 2023 at 11:00 AM, when they will then be publicly opened and read at that place and 
time.

Note the requirement for payment of prevailing wage rates no longer applies to 
snow and ice removal operations, as it is considered a safety function, and 
is therefore exempt. The Town of South Hadley is an equal opportunity 
employer. Minority business enterprises that are certified and 
qualified are encouraged to submit applications.

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any and all 
proposals, as in the Town’s judgement, the best interest of 
the Town of South Hadley would be served by so doing, 
all in accordance with the applicable General Laws.

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS WANTED:

Granby

GRANBY – The town is of-
fering a Bulky Waste Day from 
8 a.m. – noon on Saturday, Sept. 
30, at the Highway Garage at 15 
Crescent St.

“Please approach the collec-
tion facility from West Street,” a 
press statement reads.

Bulky waste includes non-re-
cyclable items such as mattress-
es, appliances, furniture, carpet-
ing, and electronics that are too 
big to be collected with a normal 
trash pickup.

There are fees for disposal; 
money orders or checks only, 
the town released. Checks are 
to be made payable to “Town of 
Granby.”

“Illegal dumping will result 
in a loss of privileges,” the town 
added. “Anyone using the facili-
ty must be able to produce proof 
of residency upon request.”

According to a fees slip, here 
are the fees per item:

Bulky Items
Doors, rugs - $10
Bulky furniture (couches, re-

cliners, armchair) - $50
Mattresses or box springs (a 

piece) - $100
Appliances without freon - 

$25
Hot water tanks - $30
Dehumidi�ers - $25
Refrigerators, freezers, air 

conditioners - $50
Electronics

TVs (up to 14-inch screen) - 
$20

TVs (up to 25-inch screen) - 
$25

TVs (over 25-inch screen) - 
$35

VCR, printers, microwaves 
- $5

Miscellaneous electronics - 
$5

Computers (including moni-
tor, CPU) - $10

Copy machines (desktop) - 
$15

Copy machines (large stand-
ing units) - $25

Miscellaneous
Lawn mowers and snow 

blowers - $15
Propane tanks - $30
Wood stoves - $15
Car batteries - $15
Auto tires/auto tires with rim 

(each) - $15/$20
Large truck tires/with rim 

(each) - $30/$40
Tractor tires (each) - $100

Granby to offer Bulky 
Waste Day this weekend

REGION – The jury in the 
Cara Rintala murder trial heard 
closing arguments Wednesday 
morning in Hampshire Superior 
Court, after which they began 
deliberating.

According to a press state-
ment from the of�ce of North-
western District Attorney Da-
vid E. Sullivan, Rintala faces a 
single count of murder in con-
nection with the strangulation 

death of her wife, 37-year-old 
Annamarie Cochrane-Rintala, 
in 2010 in their Granby home.

The trial began Sept. 6 with 
jury selection, followed by 
opening statement on Sept. 13. 
The Commonwealth called 20 
witnesses during its case, after 
which the defense called two. 
The case is being prosecuted 
by Deputy District Attorney 
Jennifer Suhl and First Assis-

tant District Attorney Steven E. 
Gagne. Rintala is being repre-
sented by Attorneys Rosemary 
Scapicchio, Chauncey Wood, 
and Melissa Ramos, of Boston. 
Judge Francis E. Flannery is 
presiding over the trial.

This is the fourth trial for 
Rintala. The �rst two conclud-
ed with mistrials after the juries 
were unable to reach unanimous 
verdicts, according to reports.

Jury to hear closing arguments 
in Cara Rintala murder trial

GRANBY - The Friends 
of Granby’s Parks and Rec-
reation is hosting a Trick-or-
Treat Movie in the Park event 
on Friday, Oct. 13, at Dufresne 
Park in Granby. The event will 
start with Trick-or-Treating at 
5 p.m., followed by a showing 
of a Halloween-themed Disney 
Pixar movie at 6:30 p.m. There 
is a suggested donation of $3.00 
per person. Costumes are en-
couraged, snacks will be avail-
able for purchase, and “please 

bring your own chairs or blan-
kets,” event organizers released.

“This is a fundraiser for the 
Friends of Granby’s Parks and 
Recreation, a nonpro�t volun-
teer group,” a press statement 
reads. “We are still looking for 
companies interested in distrib-
uting candy at the event.”

Those interested may email 
granbyparkfriends@gmail.com 
or visit the group’s Facebook 
page to learn more about the 
event.

Trick-or-Treat movie event upcoming Craft fair event 
scheduled 
in Granby

GRANBY – The Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary Craft 
Fair will be held from 9 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 4.

The event, sponsored 
by the IHM Men & Women 
Club, will be located at 256 
State St. in Granby.

uals to volunteer to offset up to 
$1,500 in real estate taxes.

“Town Meeting will have to 
vote on accepting the Mass Gen-

eral Law, but the Select Board 
can shape certain details of the 
program,” Wong released.

Business at 460 Amherst Road
“The hearing for the beer 

and wine license will continue,” 
Wong said, adding that input 
may be emailed to the Select 
Board at selectboard@south-
hadleyma.gov and at the Oct. 3 
Selectboard meeting.

BOARD from page 1

“This is essentially to cor-
rect a longstanding error,” said 
Andrea Miles, chair of the Se-
lect Board.

She noted that the town is 
“taking over something that 
should be ours.”

The motion did get approv-
al from both the police depart-
ment and the department of 
public works. 

In other news, Holyoke Gas 
and Electric received a waiver 
from the Board to be able to ac-
cess its property along the river 
and perform land management. 
This will allow its crews to 
deal with vegetation that needs 
to be maintained.

McCray’s Farm also re-
ceived approval for an enter-
tainment license to be able to 
hold its many fall and winter 
events. Among those are the 
ever-popular and perennial fa-
vorite Monster Mash Scream 
Park with its haunted hayride 

and the newer Holiday Light 
Walkthrough that began just 
last year. Currently, the farm 
is hosting carnival rides on the 
weekends and pumpkin pick-
ing. Owner Stephen McCray 
voiced concerns about the li-
censing process, and the Board 
assured him that they will be 
holding a hearing in October 
to discuss how these issues are 
handled.

Additionally, the Board not-
ed several community events 
coming up during the month 
of October. Showcase South 
Hadley will take place the 
weekend of Oct. 7-8; through-
out the two days, many events 
will happen at various town lo-
cations and feature local artists 
and performers. Buttery Brook 
Park Falls Fest will happen at 
the park from Friday, Oct. 22, 
through Sunday, Oct. 24. This 
event will feature a cornhole 
tournament, multiple pickle-
ball tournaments, music, and 
other activities.

INPUT from page 1

Gaylord library’s 
‘Spice Club’ is back

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Gaylord Memorial Library’s pop-
ular Spice Club is back on Oct. 5.

“Join us at 6:30 p.m. on the 
�rst Thursday of the month Octo-
ber-April to pick up a spice sam-
ple from Southern New England 
Spice Company,” the library 
released. “Come share tips and 
recipes, and meet other spice en-
thusiasts. Take your spices home 
to enjoy, and return next month to 
let us know what you made.”

Pre-registration required; sign 
up at  gaylordlibrary.org, or call 
413-538-5047.

SOUTH HADLEY – In 
its story time room, the South 
Hadley Public Library will host 
a cultural tour to learn about 
the Moon Festival, which will 
be celebrated on Sept. 30.

“All are welcome at this 
free educational workshop 
where families can learn about 
the story behind the festival 
and all the traditions associated 
with it,” the library released in 
a press statement.

Activities include: 
The origin of the Moon Fes-

tival and the Lunar calendar. 
How to make a Moon cake, 

and a tasting. 
Learn to write a few 

moon-related Chinese charac-
ters in calligraphy. 

Arts and crafts projects that 
are related to the festival.

This program is presented 
by the Chinese Association of 
Western Massachusetts; free 
and open to the public.

The South Hadley Public 
Library is located at 2 Canal 
Street, South Hadley.

Mid-autumn Chinese Festival 
at library this weekend
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SPORTS
Tigers overcome early deficit for second win

CHICOPEE – Despite scoring �rst, 
Chicopee Comprehensive football was 
not able to hold on to the lead and lost 
to visiting South Hadley 28-19. South 
Hadley came back with two touch-
downs in the second quarter to take a 
14-7 lead, and didn’t look back from 
there. The Tigers improved to 2-1 on 
the season while Comp would drop 
to 0-3. Both teams will begin confer-
ence play this week. Comp’s tough 
AA schedule begins with Central on 
Friday, Sept. 29 at 7 p.m. while the Ti-
gers travel to Pitts�eld for a matchup 
that begins at 5:30 p.m. in Suburban 
North action.

Owen Dawson scrambles as he 
is pursued.

Jasiel Ramos, Griffin Soderbaum, and Ethan Haber work together to 
bring down a Comp ball carrier.

Burke Belsky runs through traffic.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Julius Hebnth tries to avoid a Comp tackler.

Girls 
soccer 
off to 
positive 
start

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley High School 
girls soccer team completed a 
2-1 week last week, �nally get-
ting in a number of games after 
the beginning of their season 
was slowed by rainouts and 
heat issues.

Unfortunately, the week 
included their �rst loss of the 
season, which came against 
Pope Francis 3-0 last Friday.

The Tigers would rebound 
and defeat Hampshire Region-
al last Saturday afternoon. In 
the win, Lauren Marjanski kept 
up her pace after scoring her 
100th point. She had two goals 
for the Tigers while Allison Fl-
eury scored the third goal.

The Tigers are now 4-1 on 
the season and will rematch 
against Hampshire on Friday, 
Sept. 29 at 6 p.m., then face 
league rival Wahconah for the 
second time on Monday, Oct. 
2.

Rams win
fourth game

GRANBY – The Granby High 
School boys soccer team remain suc-
cessful so far this season, suffering 
just one loss against Chicopee, but 
have four wins and a pair of ties to go 
with that. Last week, the Rams grind-
ed out three wins and a tie, defeating 
Hopkins, Sci-Tech, and Green�eld. 
Last Saturday morning, the Rams tied 
Smith Academy 1-1. Granby next fac-
es Gateway on Sept. 28.

Jake Gagnon makes his way up 
the field.

Colin Murdock sends a quick 
pass away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Tristan Moe advances up the field.

Cody White chases 
down a loose ball.

Gavin Moreno 
steals the ball.
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James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of �rearms and �rearm related items

• Pistols • Ri�es • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

Sports

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Five track 
champions were crowned last Saturday – 
Nate Wenzel and Michael Yeaton both �rst 
timers – as Monadnock Speedway closed 
out it 2023 racing season on Champion-
ship Day at the high-banked quarter-mile.

Late Model ace Tim Wenzel won his 
crown for the second season in row, Lou-
ie Maher is now a two-time king of the 
Mini Stocks, and then there’s Chris Davis. 
Davis ran a conservative race Saturday to 
wrap up his fourth Pure Stock title, those 
along with a Mini Stock championship to 
boot.

Cole Littlewood and Geoff Rollins 
led the swarming 19-car NHSTRA Mod-
i�ed �eld to the green Saturday, with the 
100-lapper not only deciding the 2023 
track championship, but also contested as 
the third of four NHSTRA Quest For The 
Cup races.

Defending track champ Tyler Leary 
entered Saturday two points ahead of Nate 
Wenzel, while Wenzel sat atop the Quest 
leaderboard. Others, including Rollins, 
were in the Quest hunt too, a battle that 
will be decided at Lee.

Leary took the lead from Rollins on lap 
three but, seven circuits later, it was open-
wheel rookie Scott Zilinski at the point, 
his mirror soon �lled by Trevor Bleau’s 
ride and, just behind that, JT Cloutier’s.

Bleau took charge on lap 19 but his 
stay up front was brief, as Cloutier had the 
lead three laps later. In front, he’d open 
a huge lead until a lap 43 caution – one 
of a dozen on the afternoon – brought the 
pack back to his bumper, and Zilinski to 
his side.

Getting the jump, Zilinski began his 
second run at the head of the class on lap 
44, again with some major thunder at his 
back bumper. Wenzel, his nostrils �lled 
with the warm aroma of a pending cham-
pionship, took over on lap 74, and he nev-
er looked back.

When Leary and Zilinski made contact 
in turn three �ve laps later, the title chase 
was over. Cloutier, who’d survived an un-
necessary bouncing off the frontchute wall 
back on lap 59, got back up for second on 
the 80th go-round, then following Wenzel 
under the checkers to conclude his own 
successful season.

With Wenzel earning his �rst NHSTRA 
track Modi�ed crown, and solidifying his 
point lead in the Quest chase, he joined his 
younger brother, Tim, in celebrating their 
2023 sibling Monadnock championships 
With Cloutier strong in second, Kimmy 
Rivet, who earlier this summer survived 
a horri�c crash, ended her summer on the 
podium with a third-place �nish.

Rollins, who struggled through a large-

ly forgettable Saturday afternoon, made 
masterful use of ne fewer than four trips 
to the pits to stay on the lead lap and �nish 
fourth, keeping his Quest hopes alive for 
the series’ �nale next month.

Tim Wenzel, as his brother Modi�ed 
hot shoe Nate would do later in Saturday’s 
event, closed out his championship sum-
mer with an exclamation point, romping 
to his track-high sixth victory of the sum-
mer in the Late Model main.

Taking the lead from Andrew Brous-
seau on lap 19, Wenzel never looked back. 
Brousseau, though, didn’t fare as well. 
Picked off by a lapper with three to go, he 
�nished �fth on the day. Hillary Renaud 
concluded her successful summer in sec-
ond, and Claremont’s Dylan Zullo used a 
last-lap pass to earn the third-place hard-
ware.

Cameron Sontag rocketed to his third 
win in a row in the Mini Stock feature, 
taking the lead from Louie Maher with 
two laps to go. Maher, though, offered 
little resistance, riding his runner-up �n-
ish to the 2023 championship. Pat Houle, 
in his strongest run of the summer, came 
home third.

Colton Martin, trading rides for the 
day with Andrea St. Amour, blew the �eld 
away to win Saturday’s Pure Stock fea-
ture. Chris Chambers, in St. Amour’s team 

car, was second, and Zach Zilinski earned 
the �rst of his two Championship Day tro-
phies in third.

Chris Davis, who’d seen a title slip 
away from him in last year’s season �nale, 
stayed clear of trouble Saturday, cruising 
home in �fth to add another championship 
trophy to his large collection.

Zach Zilinski wired the Six Shooter 
feature to win his second in a row. Steve 
Miller Jr. stayed glued to the 16-year-old 
pilot’s bumper to �nish second, while Mi-
chael Yeaton’s third-place run netted him 
the 2023 championship.

Markus O’Neil led all the way to score 
his second Young Gun victory of the year 
Saturday. He had four-time winner Owen 
Zilinski draped all over him for most of 
the way but never faltered en route to vic-
tory. Addison Brooks came home third.

Oval-tracker Cole Littlewood, aboard 
the family Honda, won Saturday’s Specta-
tor Race �nale, stealing the win out of the 
last turn from Xander Stillwell.

Last Saturday’s 2023 Championship 
Day event concluded Monadnock Speed-
way’s 2023 racing season. The high-
banked speedplant will take on a new and 
improved look in the coming weeks, as it 
receives an entirely new racing surface, its 
�rst since the initial paving was completed 
a half-century ago.

Monadnock season concludes with championship races

WORCESTER – The Worcester 
Railers Hockey Club (@RailersHC), 
proud  ECHL  (@ECHL) af�liate 
of the  New York Island-
ers (@NYIslanders), and 
General Manager and 
Head Coach Jordan 
Lavallee-Smotherman 
announced today that 
the club has signed 
defenseman Jake Schultz 
to an ECHL contract for 
the 2023-24 season.

Schultz, 27, signs in 
Worcester after winning 
the Federal Prospects Hock-
ey League Defenseman of the Year 
award with the Binghamton Black Bears 
during the 2022-23 season. As captain in 
Binghamton, Schultz recorded 33 points 
(12G, 21A) in 41 games played to go with 
136 penalty minutes. He notched career 
highs in goals, assists, and points last sea-
son. The 6’3”, 209lb defenseman suited up 
in �ve road game for the Worcester Rail-
ers in 2022-23, recording two goals in a 
weekend series against the Newfoundland 
Growlers.

“Jake brings a toughness and size to our 
back end that we were missing last season,” 
Lavallee-Smotherman said. “We noticed 

quickly in his brief time with us the posi-
tive impact he had on our locker room, and 

can’t wait to have him em-
brace a leadership role 

for us this season.”
The Rochester, 

NY native has made 
previous stops in the 

ECHL with the Indy 
Fuel, Wheeling Nailers, 
and Greenville Swamp 
Rabbits. In 48 career 
ECHL games, Schultz has 
recorded seven points (5G, 

2A) and 127 penalty min-
utes. This will be the seventh 

season of his professional career.
“I’ll do whatever it takes to earn the 

trust and respect of my teammates.” Schul-
tz said. “After last season, I’m hoping to 
put up some good numbers, too. I’m look-
ing to bring that con�dence that I had with 
me in Binghamton.”

The Railers have announced twen-
ty-three players of�cially signed for the 
2023-24 season as Schultz joins Jack Quin-
livan, Chris Ordoobadi, Connor Welsh, 
Myles Abbate, Todd Goehring, Ryan Ver-
rier, Andrei Bakanov, John Copeland, Zach 

WESTFIELD – Framingham State’s 
Jared Martino blocked a game-winning 
�eld goal attempt in the closing seconds 
as the Rams held on for a 9-8 win over 
West�eld State in a Massachusetts State 
Collegiate Athletic Conference football 
game at Bowditch Field in Framingham 
on Saturday afternoon.

Both teams had to grind it out in 
rainy and windy conditions all day 
long, with the Rams taking a 3-0 lead 
late into the third quarter before West-
�eld seized the lead on a 22-yard Ga-
briel Fernandez touchdown pass to 
Michael Foley. On the ensuing point 
after try, the Owls came up with a two-
point conversion when the kick attempt 
resulted in a broken play, and hold-
er Owen Thompson was able to pitch 
the ball ahead to Blake Simpson in the 
endzone for the two point conversion.   
Thompson released the ball just as he 
was being brought down by the rush to 
give West�eld an 8-3 lead with less than 
a minute left in the third quarter.

West�eld had a chance to extend the 
lead in the fourth quarter, but a fumble 
gave Framingham possession at their 
own 5-yard line midway through the 
fourth quarter. The Rams mounted a 
seven-play, 95-yard scoring drive that 
was fueled by a bold 54-yard halfback 
option pass to Manny Lara out of the 
Framingham endzone, and capped by 
a 3-yard TD run from Devaun Ford to 
bring the score to give Framingham a 
9-8 lead.   The two-point conversion 

failed when West�eld State’s Cam Da-
nahy dropped Kevin Leal in the back-
�eld on the try.

The Owls got the ball back for a �nal 
scoring try with 3:57 left to play after a 
short punt gave West�eld 1st and 10 at 
their own 42.  West�eld worked the ball 
into scoring possession with a method-
ical drive, getting a key fourth down 
conversion on a pass to Will Brewster 
and a pair of third down conversions to 
keep the drive alive.

West�eld set up for a 32-yard �eld 
goal try with seven seconds left, that 
could have won the game, but Martino 
�ew in from the right side of the forma-
tion to block the attempt.

On a day where offense was hard 
to come by, Fernandez �nished 12-29 
passing for 162 yards, a touchdown and 
an interception.  Brewster caught three 
balls for 62 yards, and Foley added �ve 
catches for 54 yards.

Ford led Framingham with 158 
rushing yards on 27 carries, and the 54-
yard pass that keyed the winning drive.

Tyler Cooley led West�eld with six 
tackles and a fumble recovery.  Danahy 
picked off a pass for the Owls.

West�eld is now 0-4 overall and 0-2 
in the MASCAC.   Framingham is 1-2 
overall and 1-1 in the conference.

The Owls will be home next Satur-
day, Sept. 30 to host Mass Maritime as 
part of Family and Champions week-
end, with a noon kickoff at Alumni 
Field.

Railers signings round out roster Framingham edges WSU football

Please see RAILERS, page 9

Support 
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

White, Quinn Ryan, Christian Evers, 
Brendan Robbins, Mike Higgins, 
Blake Christensen, Blade Jenkins, 
Max Johnson, Nick Fea, Artyom Ku-
lakov, Anthony Callin, Keeghan How-
deshell, Adam Goodsir, and Anthony 
Repaci as the twenty-three signees. 
This concludes the Worcester Railers 
signings ahead of the 2023-24 season. 
The team’s professional tryouts & full 
training camp roster are expected to be 
announced next week.

The Worcester Railers HC 2023-24 
Opening Weekend at the DCU Center 
is Saturday, Oct. 21 and Sunday, Oct. 
22 vs. the Adirondack Thunder and 
Trois-Rivieres Lions. Season member-
ships,  mini-plans, and group packag-
es  for the 2023-24 season are on sale 
now by calling the Railers front of�ce 
at 508-365-1750 or by visiting Railer-
sHC.com.

QUABOAG HILLS SUBSTANCE USE ALLIANCE

By Abaigeal Duda, 
Community Engagement Coordinator

 for the Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance

To promote wellbeing, here is infor-
mation with a focus on opportuni-
ties to support positive youth mental 

health available to individuals, families, 
schools, and communities.  

Every two years, the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance conducts Preven-
tion Needs Assessment Surveys in regional 
schools at the eighth, 10th, and 12th grade 
levels to better understand how youth are 
thinking, feeling, and behaving with re-
spect to a range of topics, including sub-
stance use, mental health, safety, and famil-
ial and community engagement.  

Overall, students, families and schools 
appear to be making great choices to pro-
vide a solid foundation for healthy growth 
in the Quaboag Hills region.  There are 
areas of concern, of course, and not every 
student is thriving.  

These surveys provide the data that is 
the foundation for selecting evidence-based 
programs that promote healthy choices.  

Our goal is to increase what we are 
doing well, to �nd ways to address gaps 
in support, and to share information with 
community partners, such as schools and 
Boards of Health.  Particularly since the 
COVID pandemic, mental health for all 
ages has become of greater concern both 
nationally and locally. 

 When people talk about youth and men-
tal health, they are often discussing mental 
health challenges or disorders.  However, it 
is also about youth growing and achieving 
mental and emotional milestones.  

Because many health behaviors and 
habits that are established in adolescence 
will in�uence choices over a lifetime, it is 
very important to help youth develop good 
mental health early in life.  However, the 
pandemic disrupted many school-based 
services, increased parental burdens, and 
potentially affected long-term health out-

comes for caregivers and children alike.  
What can I do to support youth mental 

health?
While we cannot remove all adversity/

risk factors, we can help youth develop re-
siliency, the protective factors in youth’s 
environment, that help them deal with ad-
versity.  Those factors include, but were 
not limited to, “family support and moni-
toring; caring adults; positive peer groups; 
strong sense of self, self-esteem, and fu-
ture aspirations; and engagement in school 
and community activities,” according to a 
collective of 14 federal agencies working 
together to promote positive youth devel-
opment (youth.gov).  

Speci�cally, they note the following 
among positive factors that can bene�t 
youth mental health development:

• Opportunities for engagement 
within school and community

• Presence of mentors and support 
for development of skills and interests

• Positive norms that support 
healthy choices

• Physical and psychological safety
• Family provides structure, limits, 

rules, monitoring, and predictability
• Supportive relationships with 

family members
• Clear expectations for behavior 

and values
• Positive physical development
• Academic achievement/intellec-

tual development
• High self-esteem
• Emotional self-regulation
• Good coping skills and prob-

lem-solving skills

Engagement and connections in two 
or more of the following contexts: school, 
with peers, in athletics, employment, reli-
gion, and culture

How are we doing in the Quaboag Hills 
Region?

The Prevention Needs Assessment Sur-
vey addresses these types of risk/protective 
factors.  Taking a look at just a couple of 

areas listed above - opportunities to partic-
ipate in school or community activities and 
clear expectations for behavior - suggest 
how well our communities are addressing 
needs and how we might improve.  

When asked about why students do not 
participate in sports or other activities, more 
than 15% of respondents cited expense or 
transportation as barriers, and more than 
20% noted that they had too many other 
responsibilities (helping with sibling child-
care, employment, etc.)  Addressing those 
issues could help more students participate 
in activities that studies show help foster 
positive mental health development.  

In terms of setting clear expectations, 
one of the questions related to this topic 
was, “my family has clear rules about al-
cohol use.”  

The percentage of those who answered 
that they “strongly agree” or “agree” were 
as follows:  At the eighth grade level, 94%; 
at the 10th grade level, 91%; and at the 
12th grade level, 86%.  

Eighth graders, who felt their families 
were the clearest about alcohol use rules, 
were the least likely to use that substance, 
and 12th graders, with the lowest percent-
age of clarity regarding alcohol use, were 
the most likely to use alcohol.  This may be 
an oversimpli�cation of contributing fac-
tors, but many studies suggest that having 
conversations about expectations and clear 
household rules support making healthy 
choices.  

One of the most important factors for 
positive mental and physical health for 
youth is having conversations, whether 
with parents, school staff, or other trusted 
members of the community.  

QHSUA supporting mental health
To learn more about the Prevention 

Needs Assessment Survey, see the Quabo-
ag Hills Substance Use Alliance website, 
www.QHSUA.org.  The 2021 report is 
linked to the home page, and the 2023 re-
port will be ready soon.  

The Alliance and Healthy Quaboag are 

hosting a free Youth Mental Health First 
Aid Training at the Palmer Public Library 
on Oct. 19 from 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Contact 
Emily to register by emailing ecoderre@
townofware.com. 

Mental Health First Aid is a skills-based 
training course for persons who interact 
a lot with youth that teaches participants 
about mental health and substance-use is-
sues.  

For youth looking for a way to con-
nect with our communities, the Alliance is 
forming a regional youth advisory council. 
Contact Brandon Milton by emailing bmil-
ton@townofware.com.  

Healthy Quaboag is also organizing 
a Community Health Improvement Plan 
that is addressing mental health along 
with transportation, housing, and access to 
healthcare providers.  If you are interest-
ed in participating, please contact Arianna 
Palano by emailing apalano@townofware.
com.

About QHSUA
The Quaboag Hills Substance Use 

Alliance https://qhsua.org/ (QHSUA); a 
regional coalition serving local communi-
ties located in Hampshire, Hampden, and 
Worcester Counties – the towns of Barre, 
Belchertown, Brim�eld, Brook�eld, Hard-
wick, Hubbardston, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brook�eld, Oakham, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren and 
West Brook�eld. 

Join them by going to their Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/QHSUA/ 
or website, www.qhsua.org. 

If you or a loved one needs help for 
substance abuse, call the statewide help-
line at 1-800-327-5050 (TTY: 1-800-439-
2370); the phoneline is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week; you can also go to 
the website at: https://hub.helplinema.org/
�ndhelp.  The 988 Lifeline (call or text) 
provides 24/7, free and con�dential sup-
port for people in distress, prevention and 
crisis resources for you or your loved ones, 
and best practices for professionals in the 
United States.

Supporting positive youth mental health

RAILERS from page 8

Editor’s Note: The Granby Police De-
partment responded to 126 calls for the 
week of Sept. 15 through Sept. 21. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. The Granby Police 
Department provides all information.

Friday, Sept. 15
7:50 p.m. – A motorist reported that a 

white van was driving all over the road.
7:52 p.m. – An of�cer caught up to the 

white van mentioned in the previous call and 
after observing it operate erratically, a motor 
vehicle stop was conducted.

9:28 p.m. – After an investigation the op-
erator, Brian Morin, age 36, of Broad Brook, 
Conn., was placed under arrest for operating 
a motor vehicle while under the in�uence 
of drugs, child endangerment, operating a 
motor vehicle with a child under the age of 
14 while under the in�uence and crossing 
marked lanes.

Sunday, Sept. 17
11:02 a.m. – The CVS manager called to 

report that two parties stole items from the 
store earlier today. An of�cer responded and 
an incident report was completed. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Monday, Sept. 18 
3:02 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 

two-car accident near Barton Street. There 
were no injuries, and an accident report was 
completed.

Tuesday, Sept. 19 
9:04 a.m. – While on patrol, an of�cer 

observed a motor vehicle fail to stop for a 
stop sign. After stopping the vehicle, the of-
�cer discovered that the operator had a sus-
pended MA driver’s license. The operator 
was issued a criminal citation for failure to 
stop and operating with a suspended driver’s 
license.

Wednesday, Sept. 20
10:03 a.m. – While on patrol, an of�cer 

performed a random registration query. It 
was discovered that the registered owner had 
a suspended MA driver’s license. The vehi-
cle was stopped, and the operator was issued 
a criminal citation for operating a motor ve-
hicle with a suspended driver’s license.

2:09 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-
car accident with air bag deployment. Gran-
by Police and Fire responded. There were 
no injuries, and an accident report was com-
pleted.

5:10 p.m. – A resident came to the sta-
tion to report a past theft from their home. 
An incident report was completed, and the 
matter is under investigation.

Thursday, Sept. 21
7:04 a.m. – A motorist reported that 

a pick-up truck crashed into the rear of a 
school bus. Granby Police and Fire respond-
ed. There were no injuries, and an accident 
report was completed.

Granby Police Log
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MISCELLANEOUS
NAPOLEON GAS FIREPLACE.
Runs on natural gas or propane. 42” 
wide. Comes complete except for ex-
haust pipe. Beautiful. Like new con-
dition. Asking $700. Call 413-627-
3905.

3/4x3-1/4 SELECT ASHE HARD-
WOOD FLOORING. Originally 
priced @ $3.15 sqft., 507 sq. ft. Call 
413-627-3905.

TAG SALE
HUGE TAG SALE 95 POST OF-
FICE PARK WILBRAHAM SAT 
SEPT 30 9:00AM-3:00PM SUNDAY 
OCT 1 9:00AM-2:00PM CLOTHING, 
SOME FURNITURE, SAMSUNG 
TV’S, KITCHENWARE & ELECTRON-
ICS, PICTURES, HOLIDAY DECORA-
TIONS & MORE RAIN OR SHINE

Multi-Family Tag Sale
Saturday, September 30 and 

Sunday, October 1
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

339 Old Warren Road, 
Palmer, MA

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Quali�ed instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEK-
DAYS SUFFIELD CT (860)874-
8077

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
AND TEACHERS AT THE DAY-
CARE IN HAMPDEN MA. SEND YOUR 
RESUMES TO mymagicworld19@
gmail.com

P/T ASST. ADULT SERVICES 
LIBRARIAN The Town of Wilbra-
ham seeks quali�ed applicants to �ll 
a Part-Time Assistant Adult Services 
Librarian vacancy. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  Open until 
�lled. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price ___________

Add a second ZONE ___________

Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

x Number of Weeks ___________

TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Buying? 
Selling?

Our
Classifieds

Get 
Results!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Holiday Event
Information

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 15th.

Deadline for submissions is
October 16th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Outsourcing 

(abbr.)
4. Post
8. German city on 

edge of Black 
Forest

10. “__, but 
goodie”

11. Spiced stew
12. Passionately
13. Monetary units
15. Group of living 

organisms
16. Organic 

compound 
derived from 
ammonia

17. High honors
18. 5-year-olds’ 

classes
21. Swiss river
22. Old woman

23. Cash machine
24. A way to soak
25. Hair product
26. Deride
27. “The Blonde 

Bombshell”
34. Cause to 

become insane
35. Bluish greens
36. Supported with 

money
37. Type of 

equation
38. Court officials
39. Indian god
40. Rids
41. Leak slowly 

through
42. Units of ionizing 

radiation
43. Midway 

between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Native of 

Slovakia
2. Deli meat
3. Fibrous 

substance in 
fungi

4. Cutting
5. Vedder and Van 

Halen
6. Horror comic 

novelist
7. Rulers of Tunis 
9. Shaped like a 

circle
10. Make a pig of 

oneself
12. Aphorism
14. Witness
15. Single Lens 

Reflex
17. Freshwater 

North American 

fish
19. Nautical ropes
20. Leg (slang)
23. Pokes holes in
24. Moved quickly 

on foot
25. Fix-it shops
26. Type of bread
27. Repaired
28. Synthetic 

diamond (abbr.)
29. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
30. German city 

along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini 

necessities
33. Get away from
34. Village in Mali
36. Djibouti franc

Public Notices
Town of Granby 
Massachusetts
Conservation 
Commission

T h e  G r a n b y 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Hearing 
pursuant to the Wetland 
Protection Act (MGL 
Chapter 131, Section 40) 
on Tuesday October 10, 
2023 @*1 Library Lane-
Old Carnegie Library-Top 
Floor to consider the fol-
lowing:

1. At 7:30 p.m. an 
“ANRAD” filed by GC 
& KR, LLC to confirm a 
wetland resource boundary 
on the property, depicted 
on plan(s) and/or map(s) 

referenced are accurately 
delineated with regards 
to property located at 
92 Chicopee Street and 
known as Map 15-B-10 in 
the Town of Granby.

Members of the pub-
lic can attend virtual-
ly by phone at +1 (312) 
757-3121 using Access 
Code:   282-289-421or 
by visiting https://glob-
a l . g o t o m e e t i n g . c o m /
join/282289421 or in per-
son

A n y o n e  w i s h i n g 
information and/or to 
be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the 
time and place designat-
ed. The complete mate-

rials (including text and 
maps) relative to this 
“ANRAD” are available 
for inspection during reg-
ular business hours at 
the Selectmen’s Office 
located in the Granby 
Senior Center Building, 
2nd Floor, 10-B West 
State Street. Additionally, 
copies of the applica-
tion may be inspect-
ed on the Conservation 
Commission’s web page at 
www.granby-ma.gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission
09/29/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

please recycle this newspaper
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COEDUCATIONAL • BOARDING & DAY
COLLEGE PREPARATORY • GRADES 6 - 12, PG

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty, coaches, parents and students.

RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

By Dallas Gagnon 
dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – After 30 years hosting the 
Path�nder Regional Vocational Technical 
High School annual car show, PRVTHS 
Collision Repair teacher Craig Sankey 
hosted his �nal show and is passing the 
torch. 

“It’s very bittersweet… we’ve met so 
many wonderful people over the years and 
lost great people within the community,” 
said Sankey. 

He said that after hosting the show for 
three decades, he and his crew believe 
their “time has come,” adding PRVTHS 
Superintendent Eric Duda “wants the 
show to continue,” and may form a car-
show committee in the future. 

Jeanine Sankey, wife to Craig, said the 
show started off as “an idea 32 years ago,” 
to help offset the costs for students to par-
ticipate in the SkillsUSA program. 

Proceeds from the event have contin-
ued to provide �nancial support for the 
Collision Repair students to participate 
in the SkillsUSA competition as well 
as non-budgeted expenses such as shop 
shirts and sweatshirts. 

Former Collision Repair adult pro-
gram student Krista Wilson said Sankey 
“always puts the students �rst,” and “is 
big on community.”

“They’ve done so much over the 
years,” said Wilson. 

Sankey “deserves a lot of kudos,” for 
all he has done for the students and the 
show, she said.

In the closing remarks, Jeanine Sankey 
revealed that with the help of PRVTHS 
Vocational Director Amy Skowyra, 
$4,000 worth of sponsorships were se-
cured in addition to the funds raised from 
the event. 

The show generates money from a 
$15 vehicle registration cost, a $3 general 
admission fee and optional purchases of 

raf�e tickets.
According to Sankey, the Sept. 17 car 

show was the largest and �nal showing, 
with over 300 registered vehicles in atten-
dance. 

“Our �rst show had 58 cars… My wife 
and I did everything,” said Sankey. 

Cousin to Sankey, Bonnie Spauld-
ing, said she and husband, Kris Spauld-
ing, have supported Sankey with the car 
show since 1997, starting off as volunteer 
cooks. 

“It went from being extremely stress-
ful (as) cooks, to just showing up and �ll-
ing in,” said Spaulding. 

She added after the �rst eight years or 
so, the group went from trying to break 
registration from 100 cars on the lot, to 
trying to break 200.

“It’s pretty incredible considering how 
many (vehicles) showed up,” said Spauld-
ing. 

Sankey recognized several volunteers 
who helped make the show possible over 

the past three decades, and said he has re-
ceived “a lot of great support,” from fam-
ily and friends. 

“We’ve had family by our side for 25 
years,” said Sankey. “We couldn’t do it 
without (them).” said Sankey. 

Daughter Lauren Sankey said that al-
though her father’s retirement from host-
ing the show is “bittersweet,” it will create 
more opportunities for the family to enjoy 
attending shows opposed to organizing 
them.

“It’s a lot of work,” she said. “It takes 
up our entire summer, speaking with spon-
sors, going out to shows (and) handing out 
�iers,” said Sankey. “Maybe my dad can 
restore his 1970 Dodge Dart.”

While Sankey recognized the top 40 
vehicles as chosen by himself and a judg-
ing team, he showed appreciation for 
“some people who make things happen.”

“They say it takes a village; we de�-
nitely have a village,” said Sankey. 

He recognized friends and family, 
i n c l u d i n g 
Donna and 
Glenn Sinon, 
Bonnie and 

Kris Spaulding, Tom Cote, Adam Holst, 
Jason Bushey, Debbie August, Tom Wil-
lard, Rick Bushey, Jeanine Sankey and his 
parents. 

“We have had an amazing crew over 
the last 30 years,” said Sankey. “We ap-
preciate everything.”

Pathfinder Collision Repair teacher hosts 30th, final car show 

Shown is an orange 1969 Chevy Camaro SS. 
A classic yellow buggie Volkswagen, 
featuring a roof-rack and dice, was on 
display at the 30th annual Palmer Regional 
Vocational Technical High School car show. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon
A 1967 Ford Mustang was in attendance, 
sporting a soft, metallic, green paint job. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon 




