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GRANBY – The holiday 
season has arrived in full swing, 
and it is a time when people find 
different ways to give back to 
the community. 

For the town of Granby, pre-
serving Kellogg Hall has been 
their primary focus, and every 
year, they host a Festival of 
Trees and Baskets to raise mon-
ey to keep the preservation of the 
building going. 

The Preservation Society 
works to keep the Hall in shape, 
decorating the rooms with trin-
kets and themes where people 
can learn about the history of the 
hall and what it was used for. 

The Hall has come to life 
with Christmas lights, pines, 
wreaths, ornaments, and poin-
settias, and there is a room dedi-
cated to hosting Santa Claus for 
kids to meet him. 

There are tables and chairs 
set up in each room, and people 
can come inside, choose a room 
to sit in and enjoy the sights. 

There is a room “for the 
guys”, and it is filled with old 
war memorabilia, hunting, and 

Festival of Trees and BasketsFestival of Trees and Baskets
to benefit to benefit   Kellogg 

Hall

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - With 
an eye on saving money and 
preparation for possible climate 
change effects, the South Hadley 
Sustainability and Energy Com-
mission continues its work to 

bring the most benefits possible 
to the town.

“We want to help the town 
save money by using energy 
more efficiently,” explained 
Robert Salthouse, chair of the 
commission, in a recent inter-
view. “Importantly, we want to 
help the town and its residents 

prepare for potential problems 
brought on by climate change

and environmental degra-
dation. With the federal gov-
ernment possibly pulling back, 
the need for local leadership on 
sustainability initiatives is more 
important than ever.”

Just last month, on Oct. 18, 

one of the commission’s long-
time projects came to fruition 
with the designation of South 
Hadley as a Green Community.

“This is a state program that 
makes the town eligible for vari-
ous grants,” explained Salthouse. 
“The commission, under then 
chair Matt Roth, started by gath-

ering much of the energy usage 
data that was needed and then 
wrote the initial Green Commu-
nities Plan and draft Sustainable 
Vehicle Policy. Town employees 
Kristen Maher and Scott Moore 
[facilities director] worked with 

Commission looks toward sustainability and efficiency

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas 
Santa’s chair set up and ready in a magical setup to hear kids’ Christmas wishes.
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GRANBY – The Agri-
cultural Commission met to 
discuss the development of 
a new mission statement to 
bring to the table, as well as 
share they are searching for a 
new member.

The November 12 meet-
ing included Lynne Galusha, 
Russ Aurnhammer, Tom Ben-
son, and Evelyn Hatch. 

Mission’s Statement 
Workshopped 

Hatch read the compo-
nents of a successful mission 
statement looks like in order 
to share a statement of who 
and what the commission is.

The main components of a 
successful mission statement 
are clear, focus on the values 
of the commission, describe 
what the commission does, 
and what it does for the peo-
ple it serves. 

They workshopped a list 
of items that detail how they 

Agricultural 
commission 
brainstorms 
new mission 
statement 
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GRANBY – The Christmas 
season has arrived, and with it 
comes all the people we think of 
to buy gifts for, but what to get 
them, may not be as easy to fig-
ure out. 

Trying to find the right gift 
doesn’t have to be a struggle, 
however, especially when it 
comes to finding a gift with a 
personal touch, and a craft fair is 
the perfect spot to find something 
like that. 

From crocheted stuffies to 
beautiful ceramic bowls and 

cups, to cutting boards, paintings, 
jewelry, and even bird feeders, 
there is no limit to what you can 
find for that special someone.

An even better way is to sup-
port a good cause while you do 
your shopping, and the Granby 
Auxiliary has been hosting a spe-
cial craft fair for the past three 
years. 

Over the weekend, they had 
their craft fair with a total of 17 
tables of unique and diverse craft-
ers and vendors with a variety of 
wares, trinkets, and artistry for 
everyone to enjoy. 

“Seeing all the local artisans 
and handmade crafts is my fa-
vorite,” said Jen Bernatchez, the 

president of the Granby Ameri-
can Legion’s Auxiliary. “It’s nice 
to see what they made and sup-
port local businesses.” 

The day featured a raffle, and 
each of the 17 vendors donated 
an item towards it. The money 
raised from the raffle, as well as 
the table costs for the fair, went 
towards the Auxiliary to support 
them. 

The Auxiliary has been work-
ing hard to raise money, and hosts 
a variety of fundraisers in order to 
support the Legion, and the fam-
ilies of veterans and active duty 
military. 

Craft fair offers options for gift givers

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
Members of the Granby Auxiliary: Tracy DuPont, Rose Ladue, Jen 
Beratchez, Brenda Bak, Kim Durand, and Jenn Chauvin. 

Please see COMMISSION, 
page 2

Please see CRAFT FAIR, page 5
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Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
Nov. 29
Alex

Rohan

Saturday, 
Nov. 30
Baird 
Souls

Wednesday, 
Nov. 27
The 

Healys
Friday, 
Dec. 6
The 

Healys

Saturday, 
Dec. 7

Corner 
Boys

The Town of South Hadley is forming its very first 
Municipal Affordable Housing Trust, and we need 

YOU to help us ensure that South Hadley remains 
a vibrant, inclusive, and affordable place to live!

CALLING ALL SOUTH HADLEY RESIDENTS

We’re looking for volunteers 
with expertise in:

Real Estate Development
Banking & Finance
Affordable Housing

Residents who live in 
affordable housing are also 

encouraged to apply.

If you’re passionate about making a difference and 
have the skills to guide South Hadley’s housing future, 

email Anne Capra for more information: 
acapra@southhadleyma.gov.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – Everyone has a 
story, but few go on to write it 
down to be shared with the world 
in print format. 

Steve Bernstein, a local au-
thor and resident of Granby, has 
always been a storyteller, and 
shared the stories of his child-
hood living in the Bronx in the 
1960s. 

Bernstein worked most of 
his life as a plumber, as well as 
working at a school, teaching 
math lessons for young women 
who couldn’t finish school, and 
another for troubled teens.

“It was a great experience be-
cause these women I was teach-
ing also came from inner cities,” 
Bernstein said. “Stories are how 
you really get to know people.” 

The book, which is a collec-
tion of short stories about his 
childhood growing un in the 
Bronx, began really with the first 
story in the book, “Wolf”, which 
he wrote in the mid-1990’s. 

After letting it sit for several 
years, he found a local writer’s 
group, and decided to join it in 
2014, and there, he was encour-
aged to begin writing his stories 
for others to read. 

“I went to that group, and all 
my stories just flowed out of me,” 
Bernstein said. “They just kept 
going, and soon enough, I found 
they made a book.” 

He spent the first year just 
writing the stories out, reading 
them to his new friends, and 
getting editorial advice from the 
friends in the group and some 
others to sort out any clunks. 

Through the encouragement 
of the friends he made at the 

group, he sent the book in to Am-
azon with a cover made for it, 
and they took it on, and he was 
published in 2017.

While the book was on Ama-
zon, it received over 200 positive 
reviews, sky-rocketing it up in 
the market and making it visible 
to publishers. 

One day, he received an email 
from a subsidiary of the famous 
publishing company Simon and 
Schuster, Sky Horse, expressing 
the interest of the company to 
purchase his book and publish it 
through their company. 

He went to New York, excited 
for this rare opportunity for writ-
ers, but cautious. He wasn’t look-
ing for much, and after signing 
the contract, COVID-19 struck, 
resulting in a pause.

“It meant a lot to know that 
it’s a good book,” Berstein said. 
“I kinda let it go, and then I got 
the call to come back, and I feel 
honored that I was chosen for 
this.”

The publisher hadn’t forgot-
ten about him and called him 
back to see the book published 
with them, complete with hard-
cover editions. 

“My inspiration comes from 
my work with troubled teens, 
in an effort to learn about their 
lives, I wanted to hear stories 
from their life,” Bernstein said. 
“I told them my stories to model 
how they can share their stories.” 

“I had a troubled childhood, 
and it needed to be revisited as an 
adult so I could sort through that 
trauma. Writing helped me deal 
with all of those tough things.” 

Bernstein describes his book 
as hopeful, exciting, and com-
passionate, as it truly is the sto-
ries that helped him become who 

he is today. 
When it comes to writing, 

for any aspiring author, “Write 
regularly about things that ex-
cite you. If it doesn’t excite you, 
you won’t write it. Look for what 
gives you a sort of ‘buzz’ with 
excitement, and then write that,” 
Bernstein said. 

You can find the book both 
on Amazon still, and in Barnes 

and Nobles, and you can learn 
about Steve and his writing jour-
ney through blogs on his website, 
www.stevebernsteinauthor.com. 

Whatever your story is, it is 
worth sharing, because you just 
don’t know how your story can 
make a difference in someone’s 
life, even a story from a stoop 
in an old neighborhood in the 
Bronx. 

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas 
Steve Bernstein with his book, “Stories on the Stoop,” which tells 
the stories of his childhood living in the Bronx. 

Bernstein shares his story with community

A spread of the book at the Author Talk at the Granby Public Library.

serve the community, including 
speaking up for and promoting 
farms and farmers, mediating 
problems, and providing educa-
tion about the farms in our com-
munity. 

Other goals of the commis-
sion include preserving the ag-
riculture of the town, including 
the small areas of open space 
still present within the town of 
Granby. 

“Things are changing rapidly 
in this town,” said Aurnhammer. 

They discussed ways to make 
sure that their mission statement 
represented what they do for the 

town accurately, precisely, and 
efficiently, so that they can ef-
fectively serve the community. 

Looking for New Member 
The commission also shared 

that they are searching for a new 
member and are hoping to share 
the word around town. 

They expressed a desire also 
to look into adding someone in 
to help with the computer and 
writing portions of the meetings 
to work as a secretary and com-
plete Facebook posts and email 
lists.

Past Harvest Supper 
Evelyn Hatch led the discus-

sion in reviewing the surveys 

from the Harvest Supper, and re-
sponses from those who attend-
ed the special supper.

They shared their thoughts 
on the supper, thinking it went 
very well, and nineteen people 
came for the night to hear about 
the work the Commission has 
been doing, and to learn more 
about the interests of the com-
munity. 

They handed out surveys to 
those in attendance and served 
some delicious food to be en-
joyed by all and are planning to 
send our surveys to those inter-
ested but could not attend. 

COMMISSION from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY— 
South Hadley Fire Fighter’s 
Relief Association is holding a 
toy and food drive now through 
Dec. 10.

Non-Perishable food and 
toy donations may be dropped 
off at South Hadley Fire Dis-

trict 1 at 144 Newton St.
Food donations benefit 

Western Mass Food Bank and 
toy donations benefit children 
of South Hadley. Please do not 
contact the fire department re-
garding recipients or distribu-
tion of toys.

Toy and food drive

PALMER—Winter craft 
fair to be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at Palmer High School, 
4105 Main St., Palmer. Where 
creativity and holiday spirit 
merge. Wonderful unique and 

handmade treasures for a truly 
magical season.

For more information 
contact nlachance5282009@
gmail.com.

Winter craft fair in Palmer on Dec. 7
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Medicare
Supplements

Medicare
Advantage

Prescription
Drug Plans

www.dowdcares.comscorbin@dowd.com413-437-1066

Not affiliated or endorsed by Medicare or any
Government agency.

Are you on Medicare?
Major Prescription Drug Changes Are Coming in 2025!!!

Most Plans Will Be Impacted
Don’t Be Caught By Surprise on January 1st

 We will help you find the correct coverage in 2025 

Steve Corbin, Licensed Insurance Advisor

Are you on Medicare?
Major Prescription Drug Changes Are Coming in 2025!!!

Most Plans Will Be Impacted
Don’t Be Caught By Surprise on January 1st

We will help you find the correct 
coverage in 2025.

Call or E-Mail for an Appointment

Medicare
Supplements

Medicare
Advantage

Prescription
Drug Plans

www.dowdcares.comscorbin@dowd.com413-437-1066

Not affiliated or endorsed by Medicare or any
Government agency.

Are you on Medicare?
Major Prescription Drug Changes Are Coming in 2025!!!

Most Plans Will Be Impacted
Don’t Be Caught By Surprise on January 1st

 We will help you find the correct coverage in 2025 

Steve Corbin, Licensed Insurance Advisor

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
in our 14 Bobala Rd., Holyoke location

Steve Corbin, Licensed Insurance Advisor
Not affiliated or endorsed by Medicare or any government agency

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – Over 
the weekend, the South Had-
ley Players put on their rendi-
tion of The Wizard of Oz, and 
all three shows went off per-
fectly, with large attendance 
and a full auditorium at each. 

The actors and actresses 
showed their passion and love 
for the play, and the classic 
story of four friends travelling 
to find a mysterious wizard. 

The songs, dancing, light-
ing, and effects were on point, 
and the hard work of the ac-
tors, singers, musicians, and 
stage crew revealed itself. 

Being able to be there in 
person to see their hard work 
come out, and the audience 
laughed and cheered. 

The kids made the perfect 
munchkins, and their perfor-
mance as the monkeys was 
just as impressive as they ran 
up the aisles to find Dorothy. 

The work that was put into the play 
was terrific, and the rendition of the South 
Hadley Players was spot-on, doing justice 

to the original story. 
The South Hadley Players have truly 

shown their talents, and I look forward to 
all other plays they will put forward in the 
future. 

Turley Photo  by Emily-Rose Pappas
The Playbill and ticket to a wonderful adaptation of a 
classic play and story.

South Hadley Players creates 
perfect Wizard of Oz adaptation 

us and then got the town over the finish 
line by completing all of the requirements 
for the program.”

The commission also sponsored a we-
binar on the value of heat pumps last Feb-
ruary and keeps its website updated with 
many resources about energy savings pro-
grams, rebates and incentives.

Not a commission to rest on its laurels, 
it is currently working on several other 
projects and initiatives now and planning 
for the near future. Two current initiatives 
are partnering with the South Hadley Elec-
tric Light Department (SHELD) and cre-
ating a sustainability coordinator position. 

“We see SHELD as a valuable partner 
in moving to the electrification of South 
Hadley, thus reducing the town’s carbon 
footprint. SHELD recently installed smart 
meters in homes and businesses, and we 
would like to learn more about their poten-
tial,” explained Salthouse. “A sustainabil-
ity coordinator develops and implements 
strategies to improve a community’s en-
vironmental and economic sustainability. 
They focus on energy efficiency, waste 
reduction, renewable energy, and securing 
funding for green initiatives. The coor-
dinator works with local stakeholders to 
ensure long-term environmental goals are 
met while reducing costs and complying 
with regulations. Our hope is that the po-
sition would be self-sustaining, being paid 
for through Green Communities and other 
grants that the coordinator could obtain.”

As the commission looks to the future, 
its focus is on anything that helps the town 
be more resilient and less reliant on fossil 
fuels. Some ideas include more electric 

vehicle charging stations, building codes 
that encourage more efficient buildings 
with rooftop solar panels and more public 
informational events.

“The commission wants to help the 
town and its residents take action, not just 
wring our hands, in the face of climate 
change,” said Salthouse. “If anyone in 
town has ideas about enhancing the town’s 
resilience to climate-related risks such as 
floods, heatwaves, and so on, we are all 
ears. The commission hopes to foster a 
culture of environmental responsibility 
through education and community out-
reach.”

The current commission is made up of 
Salthouse, Kathleen Ahamed-Broadhurst, 
Mary Jane Else and John Howard. It meets 
monthly and residents are encouraged to 
attend and bring ideas and questions to the 
commission. There is currently one open 
spot on the commission. For more infor-
mation, visit the commission’s website at  
www.southhadley.org/533/Sustainabili-
ty-Energy-Commission.

South Hadley

ENERGY from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY—The Holiday 
Stroll is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 6 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at the South Hadley 
Commons. This year will mark the 36th 
Anniversary. Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
kick off the evening with our annual tree 
lighting and will be arriving from Dis-
trict 2 Fire station with the South Had-
ley High School Marching Band. Mu-
sical performances will be held on the 
Gazebo courtesy of Berkshire Hills Mu-
sic Academy. Face painting, hot cocoa, 
puppetry making , games and goodies 
continue to bring this magical evening 
together. Tower Theaters is participat-
ing this year with Two Free 30 minute 
short Movies, Trolls Holiday and Ange-
la’s Christmas.

The Stroll continues to be one of the 
largest annual attended events held on 
the Commons. So many families with 
friends come to celebrate the start of the 
holiday season. The South Hadley and 
Granby Chamber is so grateful to have 
local businesses who continue to sup-
port each other and our efforts to bring 
our local Community together. Events 
such as this allow the Chamber to also 
support our non-profit community with 
annual contributions.   This type of suc-
cess is only made possible through the 
generous donations and in-kinds we 
receive from members of our business 
community. This speaks to the commit-
ment and willingness to support the tra-
ditions that continue to make us thrive.

Please join us as we celebrate the 
start of the Holiday Season!

Holiday Stroll Schedule of events
Friday, December 6

5 p.m. - Holiday Stroll begins with 
face painting & hot cocoa for the kids. 
puppet crafting, activities, holiday 
treats, raffle kicks off 

5 - 7:30 p.m. - Free face painting & 
hot cocoa for kids at Thirsty Mind, free 
puppet crafting at Serenity Yoga 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. - Music & enter-
tainment under the gazebo courtesy of 
Berkshire Hills Music Academy. 

5:45 p.m. - Holiday parade with 
Santa & Mrs. Claus, escorted by Dis-
trict #2 Fire Department to the Com-
mon accompanied by the South Hadley 
Marching Band 

6 p.m. - Santa and Mrs. Claus arrival 
& tree lighting 

6:15 - 7:30 p.m. - Take photos with 
Santa & Mrs. Claus 

7:45 - 8:15 p.m. - Tower theaters 
Presents-free 30 minute short movies , 
choose from - Trolls Holiday or Ange-
la’s Christmas. Doors will open at 7:15 
with a movie start time of 7:45. 

Enjoy holiday treats and activities 
located at tables and tents on the Com-
mons. All Free!

Stop by the South Hadley Chamber 
of Commerce Information tent located 
in front of the gazebo to participate in 
raffle drawings 

Santa’s elves will be on the Com-
mons to assist with directions and an-
swer questions about the evening’s ac-
tivities. 

Holiday Stroll welcomes Santa 
and Mrs. Claus on Dec. 6

SHPD chief 
office hours

SOUTH HADLEY— The 
South Hadley Chief of police has 
added office hours for November 
and December.

December
Dec. 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 

Neighbors helping neighbors park-
ing lot

Dec. 10, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
South Hadley Library, Canal Street
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

More affordable housing needed
To the editor,

The need for affordable housing is ur-
gent. As I drive through South Hadley, I see 
signs supporting equality and social justice, 
but none advocating affordable housing—an 
essential social justice issue. Our country 
is failing to address housing needs across 
all sectors. Housing insecurity is real. Op-
ponents of affordable housing use Snob 
Zoning tactics to restrict growth. They ac-
knowledge the need but offer no solutions, 
instead focusing on perceived concerns like 
traffic, the environment, and property val-
ues. If concerns like property values were 
valid, how do we explain the high property 
values next to River Boat Village, the largest 
affordable housing project in town? Many 
question how affordable housing will affect 
“the character of the town”. Will someone 
please explain what the character of our 
town is? Some express disdain for cluster 
developments, forgetting that such devel-
opments provided affordable homes during 
past population booms. The track housing 
developments of the 1950 -1960’s are a 
prime example of this. The proponents bring 
up the issue of trees. Trees that are cut down 
during construction, can be replanted. If the 

proponents want to prioritize trees, then al-
locate the proper funding for a Tree Warden. 
The past Tree Warden initiated programs 
that planted thousands of trees. The Tree 
Warden position is currently underfunded 
only covering storm damage. 

For 40 years, I’ve heard the same anti-de-
velopment arguments, however regulations 
dealing with wetlands, stormwater manage-
ment, and endangered species are already 
in place. Coupled with State building codes 
and sales tax, these important environmental 
protections do add as much as $50,000 to the 
cost of Massachusetts home building.

Affordable housing is crucial for ev-
eryone, including working families earn-
ing less than $84,000 a year and seniors on 
fixed incomes. Opposition to new housing 
developments and costly regulations make 
the situation worse, similar to exclusionary 
zoning’s effect on land prices. In South Had-
ley, the focus has been on restricting hous-
ing growth. To create affordable housing, we 
need to build more homes and support the 
Planning Board’s zoning changes. We must 
end “snob zoning” practices.

Ken LeBlanc
South Hadley 

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 7

The last of the autumn 
questions for the Garden Lady

Lori, a reader of the column, wrote in with 
this question for the Garden Lady: “I put my 
garlic cloves in three weeks ago and they have 
sprouted! The variety is a German White hard-
neck. Will they come back in the spring?”

Thank you for your question!  It is not un-
common for garlic to send up shoots when fall 
weather is warmer than normal, much like ours 
has has been.  

Typically, the shoots survive the winter just 
fine, and will resume growth come spring time. 
To be on the safe side, I would mulch around 
your plants with straw or chopped up leaves to 
provide some insulation.  

Once spring arrives, pull back the mulch and 
provide some fertilizer that is nitrogen rich to 
give the shoots a boost. A sprinkling of blood 
meal, fish emulsion, or composted manure 
would all do the trick.  

Push the mulch back in place; it will help to 
keep weeds down. Garlic hates competition in 
this arena.  

Early on, ample water and nutrients make the 
big fists of garlic we all want to see at harvest.

Hardneck garlic is typically the garlic grown 
in our area. Unlike softneck garlic, it needs the 
cold to complete it’s life cycle. It has fewer, but 
larger cloves.  

Cloves from hardneck garlic are more pun-
gent than softneck, but don’t last quite as long 
in storage. Softneck don’t grow stiff scapes as 
stems but have leaves that at harvest can be 
braided together to make a nice kitchen deco-
ration.  

Often you will see these garlic braids for 
sale at craft shows or in catalogs.  

Michele, who gardens in Ware, has a ques-
tion about tidying up her hydrangea bushes.  

“The flowers at the tips of the branches of 
my blue hydrangea bushes have all browned and 
look unappealing. Some of the leaves are hang-
ing on too. Altogether it’s not a pretty sight. Can 
I cut down the branches to the ground? In effect, 
cleaning up the plant by the easiest way possi-
ble? It will sprout again when spring arrives, of 
that I’m sure.”

I know exactly what you are talking about. 
From where I am writing, I can see my own hy-
drangea and it looks just as “pretty” as yours 
sounds!  

Rest assured that the leaves will fall off. The 
flowers, on the other hand, will stick around 
awhile.  Wind and wet weather will eventually 
cause them to degrade and fall away from the 
plant.  

If you don’t want to wait that long, feel free 
to cut the flower heads, and just the flower heads 
off.  You see, most hydrangeas bloom on old 
wood.  

Newer varieties – those bred in the last 20 
years or so, often bloom on both new wood 
and old wood, so you’d never really want to 
cut them all the way down because you would 
be missing out on an opportunity for flowers to 
form. In case you don’t follow my logic, flowers 
can form on the new growth the plant puts out in 
the spring, and the old growth from the previous 
year.  Lots of gardeners remarked about what an 
amazing year it was for hydrangeas.  So many 
flowers! 

We attribute that to a mild winter last year 
and ample rainfall. I’m uncertain what the 
droughty fall will do, if anything, to next year’s 
show. 

I also wonder if hydrangeas put on a ban-
ner year one year, if the following year will be 
sparser because they are in recovery mode?  I 
know it happens that way for fruit trees, my 
Asian pears for example, but not certain if it 
works the same way with flowering shrubs. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held 
the position of staff horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

When should my wife claim 
Social Security benefits?

 
Dear Rusty:
I turned 64 in July and my wife turned 

62 in August. My wife has not worked for 
approximately 15 years, but does qualify for 
Social Security on her prior work record. 
My wife is having some physical issues and 
would like to not return to work. Since she is 
eligible to collect Social Security, that would 
be an option to provide additional income, so 
she doesn’t have to work. My question is how 
would it affect her future SS spousal benefits 
based on my record if she begins collecting 
her own benefit now? I plan to work until at 
least my full retirement age, 67 and maybe 
longer, but plan to start collecting SS at 67 
even if I continue working. 

Signed: Working Husband 
 
Dear Working:
If your wife has the required 40 SS quar-

ter credits, she is eligible to collect reduced 
retirement benefits at 62 for that needed extra 

income, but her age 62 benefit will be about 
70% of what it would be if she waited until 
her SS Full Retirement Age to claim. That 
reduction would, in turn, carry over to her 
spousal benefit when you eventually claim 
your SS benefit. 

Here’s why:  Your wife’s spousal amount 
when you claim will be a combination of her 
own SS retirement benefit, plus an auxiliary 
amount, a “spousal boost” that she is entitled 
to as your spouse. At age 62, her own benefit 
will be cut by 30% and she can collect that re-
duced amount until you claim, at which point 
her spousal boost will be added to make her 
benefit equal her spousal entitlement. So, her 
total benefit as your spouse when you claim 
will consist of her reduced age 62 amount, 
plus an additional amount as your spouse.   

If you claim at 67, your wife will be 
about two years short of her own FRA, 
which means that her spousal boost amount 
will also be reduced for early claiming. That 
reduced spousal boost will be added to her 
already reduced age 62 SS retirement benefit, 
which will make her total benefit less than 
50% of your FRA benefit amount.   

So, your wife claiming her own reduced 
SS retirement benefit at 62 also means her 
spousal benefit amount will be affected and 
taking her spousal boost before her FRA 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
12/1/24-12/4/2412/1/24-12/4/24

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TALAPIA FILLETS ..........................

$199
lb

lb77¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ERLENBACHERBAKERY

APPLE TART 10” ............................. $999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$799
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS .......................BEEF STRIP LOIN

WHOLE or HALF

$494
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
ROAST or STEAKS

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$277
lb

$688
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS BREAST .........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

$199
lb

$299

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
SWISS CHEESE .....................$444
SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL SMOKED HAM ...

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........$333

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

Tuesday Night 6:30pm

Pitch Night
Wednesday Night 5-6:30pm

Smoked BBQ
$10 per person

Friday Night
Spaghetti Night 5-7pm

Trivia Night 7:30pm 
$5 per person, groups of 1 to 6 people

Saturday & Sunday 11-1pm

Corned Beef & 
Chicken Salad 

Sandwiches

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

The Auxiliary, every Christmas, 
puts money together to support a 
family of someone in active service 
by buying toys and other gifts for 
the family. 

Some of the money raised from 
the craft fair goes towards this mis-
sion, and the rest goes to helping the 
Legion with what they need. 

“I’m appreciative that people 
what to sign up and participate, as 
it is a fundraiser for the Auxiliary,” 
said Bernatchez. “My dad was ac-
tive duty while I was growing up. 
It’s a way for me to give back to 
veterans and assist them in various 
ways.” 

The craft fair raised a lot of 
money for the Auxiliary, and they 
are already looking forward to the 
next craft fair, where more opportu-
nities to support our men and wom-
en in arms. 

CRAFT FAIR from page 1

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Roxann Ellis, owner of Roxie Moxie, and her beautiful, crocheted items. 

Sharron and John Campbell with their special small 
business, The Cheeky Squirrel.

Nadia displaying a collection of her adorable, crocheted 
critters and friends. 

Judy LaPlante and Donna Pike with their joint small 
business, D & J Country Crafts. 

Kim Marion’s beautiful epoxy resin and glass paintings 
found at her small business, Kim’s Kreations. 

Isabella and 
Zachary with 
their two small 
businesses, 
showing off 
their crafts: 
Isabella’s 
Creations, and 
Eastside of 
Everest.

Stacey Nestor with 
her small business, 

Plan B Crafts. 
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fishing items, and the baskets 
are themed to contain delicious 
items any guy will enjoy. 

There’s a kid’s room filled 
with old school supplies, and 
baskets themed with toys and 
goodies for all boys and girls to 
enjoy. 

Sponsors from all over the 
town and surrounding commu-
nities decorate and donate trees 
both big and small, as well as 
themed baskets for people to put 
raffle tickets in. 

There are threes with hand-
made ornaments, family orna-
ments, trees from schools, and 
trees from other local societies 
and associations. 

“When you come in here, 
you can see the ambiance totally 
change, and all the people and all 
the kid’s reactions is the best,” 
said Judy DeLong.

The Festival of Trees and 
Baskets has been going since 
2015, and this is the biggest one 
yet, with dozens of brightly col-

ored trees.
“I think people expect every 

year we are going to do it,” said 
member Dulce Gendreeau. 

“You get to come in and en-
joy the magic,” said Terry La-
joie. “The trees are beautiful to 
look at, and the magic of Christ-
mas truly shines in here.” 

“This town has such a strong 
family unit and presence,” said 
DeLong. “It really comes togeth-
er, especially around the holi-
days. No one stays alone.” 

The Society also hosed a 

special Tea in the Trees to com-
memorate former member Mrs. 
Jeanne Merrill, who was a ded-
icated sponsor and a lover of tea 
and beautiful tea sets. 

One of her favorite sets was 
on display, and a group of her 
friends and family members 
came to share stories, and enjoy 
a cup of tea and some homemade 
cookies in her memory. 

“It’s an honor to be able to 
host this in her memory,” said 
DeLong. 

The Society hosts a special 

tea time every year in order to 
honor a member or sponsor who 
has passed, in order to celebrate 
their memory, and how much 
they mean to the members. 

The Hall, beautifully deco-
rated, also hosted a special time 

for kids from Pathfinder to come 
and meet Santa without a crowd. 

The Festival of Trees and 
Baskets will be hosting their last 
day on Dec. 1, where names will 
be pulled for the baskets and 
trees. 

FESTIVAL from page 1

Kellogg Hall decorated 
nicely for a perfect 
Christmas scene. 

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Friends who came to enjoy a cup of tea or cocoa in honor of Jeanne 
Merrill, Mona Brunelle, Nadine Merrill, Pat Merrill, and Terry Lajoie. 

A beautiful tree and baskets of 
poinsettias, lights twinkling.

Handmade ornaments hanging on 
the tree from the Granby COA.

A photo of a beloved member and 
sponsor of the society, Jeanne Merrill, 
and her favorite tea set on display in her 
memory. 

Welcome to 
Kellogg Hall, and 

get ready for some 
beautiful Christmas 

decorations and 
scenes.

The sign at 
the front of 

Hall that was 
constructed 

by Pathfinder 
students, 

decorated with 
festive sprigs 

of pine and red 
bows.

Santa’s sack of toys, a gnome, and a little tree ready for a new home.

Some of the many baskets ready to be raffled off. They will make 
perfect Christmas gifts.
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South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal St., South Hadley • www.shadleylib.org • 413-538-5045

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Ways to Celebrate Yule with Winifred of Awentree

Wed., Dec. 11 at 6
The Winter Solstice, also known as Yule, is the longest night and the shortest 

day occurring on December 21, 2024. Since ancient times, many cultures have 
celebrated the “return of light” to illuminate and bring wassail, good health 
and good cheer, during the cold days of winter. There are many wonderful, 
meaningful, “old world” traditions and ways you can celebrate Yule and the 

Solstice-tide.  Join Winifred Costello for an engaging and informative evening 
during which you will learn several family friendly ways to kindle the 

Winter Solstice light and celebrate the magic of the season.  Winifred is an 
Intuitive Healer, Reiki Master Teacher, Tarot Reader, and Earth Mystic.  

She has experience and training in Goddess Traditions, Faery Seership, 
Folk Magick, Paganism and Tarot. She is a National Guild Certified 

Hypnotherapist & Past Life Regression Facilitator.
 

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap
Sat., Dec.14 at 10

Have Jigsaws over 500 pieces? 300 Pieces? Want a new one... or two? 
Come on down and bring a complete puzzle. Drop off your complete puzzle 

starting Monday, Dec. 2nd through Friday, Dec. 13th at the Library Front Desk. 
Get a ticket for each puzzle dropped off. 

We will have all the puzzles available the morning of the swap. 
Bring your ticket to swap the number of puzzles you brought.

 
A Night of Classical Vibes with David Van Tassel

Wed., Dec. 18 at 6
This is a night of classical and classically inspired music.

David, who is now 16, has been passionately studying 
music since he was 3 years old and piano since he 
was 9 years old. He especially loves the musical 
compositions of Franz Liszt, Fredric Chopin, and 

Sergei Rachmaninoff. Come sit back, enjoy the live 
pianist, and forget the day’s troubles.

means that the boost amount will also 
be reduced for early claiming. The only 
way your wife can get the full 50% of 
your FRA entitlement is to wait until she 
reaches her own FRA, 67,  to claim Social 
Security benefits.   

Having said all of that, if your wife’s 
physical issues suggest that she claims her 
benefits early and she is comfortable with 
the smaller benefit she will get, then that 
may be the right choice. For reference, 
the reduction to your wife’s spousal boost 
amount, if you claim at your FRA, will 
be about 17%, and that reduced spousal 
boost will be added to her reduced age 62 
SS retirement amount. The end benefit 
for your wife, if you claim at age 67, will 
likely be about 42% of your FRA entitle-
ment instead of 50%.  

FYI, you can further delay your own 
SS retirement benefit, up to age 70, for 
a higher benefit yourself, but that would 
also mean your wife would need to wait 
longer to get her spousal boost. You could 
also wait to claim your SS until your wife 
reaches age 67, her FRA, which would 

give you a higher personal amount and 
also ensure your wife gets her maximum 
spousal boost (but her total will still 
be less than 50% of yours because she 
claimed her own SS retirement benefit at 
62). When to claim Social Security de-
pends on financial need and life expectan-
cy. If a long life expectancy is anticipated, 
waiting longer to claim is often the best 
move. But financial need always trumps 
waiting longer.  

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 4

December events coming up at the 
South Hadley Senior Center

Hours change
Effective Dec. 1  – our hours will be 

changing.
Monday – Friday we’ll be open to 

the public from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Late 
nights we’ll be open Thursdays until 
6:30 p.m.

WARMING TREE
This program, in support of Neigh-

bors Helping Neighbors, was a true suc-
cess last year. 

You can help us decorate our tree 
with new hats, gloves, mittens and 
scarves.  

The collected items will be delivered 
to Neighbors Helping Neighbors on 
January 6th

If you have any questions – feel free 
to call the COA at 413-538-5030

Holiday Hours
The South Hadley COA will be 

closed on Wednesday, Dec. 25 for the 
Christmas holiday.

The hours for Thursday, Dec. 26 will 
be 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be no eve-
ning hours.

Events: 
Tuesday, Dec. 3 – LUNCH BY 

LOOMIS at 12 p.m. The chefs at Loom-
is will be preparing another delicious 
complimentary lunch. Registration is 
required.

Wednesday, Dec. 4 – MacDuffie Re-
turns! Get to know the students at this 
social. 2:00pm

Thursday, Dec. 5  – Trip to Bright 
Nights. Seating is limited.   Call or re-
quester at the COA. Van leaves the COA 
AT 4:30PM. 

 Tuesday, Dec. 10 - Senator Olivei-
ra’s Office Visit 11 a.m. to 12 noon

Tuesday, Dec. 10 – Ice Cream Social 
with Mont Marie at 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec.1  – Tour of Cal-
abria, Italy. Neil Broome will be show-
casing his stunning photography from 
his recent trip. Join us at 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec.12 – HOLIDAY 
OPEN HOUSE beginning at 3:30 p.m. 
The Senior Center will be open for an 
evening of special events including the 
return of the holiday train, seasonal ka-
raoke and line dance, crafts with the Girl 
Scouts, hot cocoa bar and a concert by 
the South Hadley Community Band!!

Wednesday, Dec. 18 – Luncheon 
outing to the SHHS Tiger’s Den Restau-
rant. Luncheon is at 11 a.m. and tickets 
are $12. Registration required.

Thursday, Dec. 19 – Holiday Com-
munity Table Luch. Join us for a holiday 
lunch at the Community Table featuring 
an encore recording of Holiday with 
Jimmy Mazz. Please register by 11am 
on Wed. Dec 18. 

Thursday, Dec. 19 at 5:30 p.m. – en-
joy SARAH, THE FIDDLER!

Friday, Dec. 20  – Gentlemen’s 
Breakfast at 8:30 a.m  – please register.

Friday, Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. – enjoy 
the “Festival of Lights” a Hannukah 
program presented by Klezamir. Thank 
you to JGS Lifecare and the COA Activ-
ity Fund for their financial support.

Monday, Dec. 23  – Women’s Net-
work with featured speakers – Mary 
Lou Guarnera, ED of Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors and Kim Prough, Presi-
dent of the Friends of the South Hadley 
Seniors.  We ask attendees to bring a 
canned donation for NHN.  Refresh-
ments sponsored by the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors. Join us at 1:30 
p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve 
Bingo. 1 p.m. Prizes and refreshments 
courtesy of the Friends of the South 
Hadley Seniors. Please register. 

45 Dayton Street, South Hadley • 413-538-5030 
www.southhadley.org/324/Council-on-Aging

South Hadley COASouth Hadley COA
HOLYOKE— As WestMass Elder-

Care celebrates its 50th anniversary at 
their annual meeting Wednesday, Nov. 20, 
the organization is proud to announce an 
exciting new chapter in its history. Begin-
ning in early 2025, WestMass ElderCare 
will be known as Access Care Partners, 
reflecting a broader mission that extends 
beyond serving just the elderly popula-
tion.

“Celebrating our 50th anniversary, we 
felt it was the perfect time to evaluate our 
brand and how we represent ourselves,” 
said Roseann Martoccia, executive di-
rector at WestMass ElderCare. “Our goal 
was to ensure our name truly encapsulates 
the wide range of individuals we serve, 
many of whom are not necessarily elders. 
In fact, we provide services to individuals 
as young as 3 years old.”

The decision to rebrand came after ex-
tensive research and community engage-
ment. Partnering with Davis Advertising 
out of Worcester, WMEC conducted one-
on-one interviews, online surveys, and 
focus groups, involving around 200 com-
munity members as well as internal staff, 
to gather input on how the organization is 
perceived and how it can continue to meet 
the needs of the community.

The findings indicated that while the 
organization is highly respected for its 
work, the name WestMass ElderCare did 
not fully capture the scope of services 
offered, which includes support for indi-
viduals with disabilities and younger pop-
ulations. The name Access Care Partners 
better reflects the organization’s mission 
of providing care and support to people of 
all ages and abilities, ensuring they have 
access to the services they need to live in-
dependently.

“As our community and services have 
evolved, so too has our brand,” added 
Martoccia. “This change not only reflects 
who we are but where we are headed, en-
suring we remain inclusive and adaptable 
for the next 50 years and beyond.

“As Access Care Partners , we remain 
committed to the same high level of care 
and comprehensive services, including 
in-home care, meal delivery, and support 
for individuals with disabilities and care-
givers, and look forward to continuing 
our long-standing relationships within the 
community.”

For more information about Access 
Care Partners and their services, please 
visit wmeldercare.org/accesscarepartners 
or call 413-538-9020.

WestMass ElderCare announces 
name change in early 2025

SPRINGFIELD— At a time when 
doctors’ offices typically get flooded with 
patients, Dr. Andrew Koslow, associate 
medical director of American Family 
Care for Massachusetts, is offering tips to 
make sure people are spreading holiday 
cheer instead of viruses and illnesses. The 
advice is simple: Wash hands more fre-
quently; Get plenty of rest; Stay hydrat-
ed; Eat well-balanced nutritious meals; 
Get flu, COVID, pneumonia and RSV 
vaccinations as recommended; and avoid 
anyone who is sick.

“People tend to run themselves down 
in the weeks and days leading up to holi-
days. It’s easy to get caught up in the fre-
netic pace of parties, shopping and burn-

ing the candle at both ends,” said Koslow. 
“Even if you’re young and healthy, when 
visiting relatives who may be at risk, you 
could make them sick.”

Koslow said it’s also important for 
families to be aware of a recent spike in 
mycoplasma pneumonia infections across 
the country, also known as walking pneu-
monia. Symptoms can vary, ranging from 
cough to fever, shortness of breath, chest 
pain and nausea.

“Mycoplasma pneumonia is easily 
treated with antibiotics,” said Koslow. 
“The important thing is to get lots of rest 
if you experience these symptoms. See a 
doctor and stay home.”

Tips for a health holiday

GRANBY—Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church is doing a Patriots Raffle to 
the Jan. 5 game against the Buffalo Bills 
at 1 p.m. The winner will receive TWO 50 
Yard Line Seats and FREE access to the 
Brand New GP Atrium with FREE Food 
and FREE non-alcoholic beverages (be-
fore, during and after the game), as well 
as the opportunity to meet a former Patri-

ots Player, Pat the Patriot & The Patriot 
Cheerleaders. 

Raffle tickets are $20 and are available 
at our Parish Office 413-467-9821 and af-
ter all weekend Masses. Drawing will be 
Dec. 23. 

All raffle profits will be used to help 
pay our oil & snow removal bills this win-
ter.

Patriot Game raffle tickets available
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Long piece of squared 

timber
  5. Emaciation
 10. “Bewitched” boss Larry
 14. Combining form meaning 

“different”
 15. Current unit equal to 10 

amperes
 16. Older
 17. Large, stocky lizard
 18. Ringworm
 19. Actor Pitt
 20. Indian hand clash 

cymbals
 22. Data at rest
 23. Jeweled headdress
 24. Indicators of when 

stories were written
 27. Check
 30. Cigarette (slang)
 31. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 32. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 35. Delivered a speech
 37. A place to bathe
 38. Postmen deliver it
 39. Surface in geometry

 40. More (Spanish)
 41. __ and Venzetti
 42. Exclamation at the end 

of a prayer
 43. Hawaiian dish
 44. Aggressively proud men
 45. Fellow
 46. Mark Wahlberg comedy
 47. Mock
 48. When you expect to get 

somewhere
 49. Songs
 52. Pair of small hand drums
 55. Play
 56. Sword
 60. Evergreens and shrubs 

genus
 61. Filmed
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 65. Pores in a leaf
 66. U. of Miami mascot 

is one
 67. Snakelike fishes
 68. Pretended to be
 69. Body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Piece of felted material
  2. Ancient Greek City
  3. Aquatic plant
  4. Potentially harmful 

fungus (Brit. sp.)
  5. Body art (slang)
  6. One who follows the rules
  7. Ordinary
  8. Honorably retired from 

assigned duties and 
retaining one’s title

  9. Relaxing space
 10. Japanese socks
 11. Indian city
 12. Rip
 13. Icelandic book
 21. Satisfies
 23. Where golfers begin
 25. Small amount
 26. Snag
 27. Determine the sum of
 28. A distinctive smell
 29. Exposed to view
 32. Stain or blemish
 33. Small loop in embroidery
 34. River herring genus

 36. Large beer
 37. Deep, red-brown sea 

bream
 38. Partner to cheese
 40. At a deliberate pace
 41. Gurus
 43. Of each
 44. Angry
 46. Popular beverage
 47. Flower cluster
 49. Blocks
 50. Those who benefitted 

from efforts of relatives 
(slang)

 51. Polio vaccine developer
 52. A (usually) large and 

scholarly book
 53. Popular soap ingredient
 54. NBAer Bradley
 57. Popular movie about 

a pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Not a sure thing
 61. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 62. Father

HOLYOKE—At this time of year it is 
most appropriate to give thanks  for fa-
vors, friends, and loved ones. Therefore, 
members of the Holyoke YMCA Miles of 
Smiles award committee  are giving a big 
“thank you” to the people who give us a 
warm welcome as we enter to work out, 
most notably this year’s recipient of the 
3rd annual Miles of Smiles award,  Di-
onides “Donna” Rodriguez.

Donna was born and lived in the 
Bronx, New York until she was in the 6th 
grade when her family moved up to Holy-
oke.  She has an older sister and younger 
sister and brother. 

Donna is a 2013 graduate of Holy-
oke High School where she was active 
as a cheerleader, played on the volleyball 
team, and sang in the choir.  After gradua-
tion she attended Holyoke Community for 
a semester before joining the workplace.

She has been employed at the Holy-
oke YMCA for the past year where she 
not only works at  the registration desk  
but  within the youth after school pro-
gram. When not working the daily shifts 
she looks after her three sons, 7 year old 
Dakari, 6 year old Dazir, and 1year old 
Damyus. The older two are starting their 
sports careers in the age group basketball 
league held at the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church in Holyoke. When having a free 
minute she enjoys reading biographies 
and fiction novels as well as taking bike 
rides. 

What Donna enjoys most about work-
ing at the YMCA is that she is very in-
volved with helping the youth within the 
Holyoke community with their activities, 

giving them care, support and comfort.  
She takes pride in her goal of developing 
self-confidence through her personal re-
lationships with many of the youngsters 

she is constantly assisting.  Knowing 
Donna Rodriguez is to know she is going 
to achieve and make all who know her 
proud.   

YMCA Miles of Smiles award presented

Dr. Roger W. Farnsworth, South Hadley, Ranking Board member,  Donna Rodriquez, 
2024-5 Miles  of Smiles award recipient, Rosanna Mercado 2023-24 recipient, Charles 
Kulig, Chicopee, Chairman of the Committee. The presentation was held on Nov. 6 at 
the Greater Holyoke YMCA.

Region
First Church opens 
Christmas Shop 
for two weeks

LUDLOW—The first church in 
Ludlow, located at 859 Center Street, 
will be opening their Christmas shop 
on Friday, December 6th and Saturday, 
Dec. 7, and Friday, Dec. 13 and Satur-
day, Dec. 14 from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
There will be assorted Christmas items 
along with knitted, crochet, quilted 
items, and several home- made crafts.

The Humming bird shop will be 
open with an assorted fabrics and yarns 
for at reduced prices and the book store 
will also be open that is filled with some 
of your favorite authors along with a 
selection of children books at fabulous 
prices.

Stop by and see what we have to of-
fer.

Chicopee Community 
Band presents its Annual 
Christmas Concert 

CHICOPEE—Please join the Chi-
copee Community Band  for a night of 
holiday music on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
at 7 p.m.  The concert will take place 
at Stanley F. Kozikowski Auditorium, 
Chicopee Comprehensive High School, 
617 Montgomery Street, Chicopee. 

Enjoy songs that will be familiar to 
you and some we hope will be brand 
new! This is our annual gift to the Pi-
oneer Valley. 

Admission and parking are free and 
the school is handicap accessible. 

This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Chicopee Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Baystate Wing Auxiliary 
selling Lotto calendars

PALMER—The Baystate Wing 
Hospital Auxiliary is currently selling 
their January 2025 Lotto Calendars. 
The one-month calendar, which costs 
$5 each or 3 for $10. Drawings will be-
gin on Feb. 3.

For over 65 years the Baystate Wing 
Hospital Auxiliary has been actively 
supporting local healthcare through its 
sponsorship of special events and sales 
from the Baystate Wing Hospital Gift 
Shop located on the first floor of the 
hospital.

The calendars are on sale at the Bay-
state Wing Hospital gift shop. Funds 
raised by the annual Lotto Calendars 
support the Auxiliary’s scholarship 
program and their philanthropic efforts 
that benefit Baystate Wing Hospital. 

Whether looking for something 
special for a patient, a gift for a special 
occasion, or an item for the home, the 
Baystate Wing Hospital Gift Shop of-
fers many unique, hand-selected items. 
For more information about the Lotto 
Calendar visit the gift shop located on 
the first floor of the hospital or call 413-
370-8169. 

MAC holiday craft fair
MONSON— The Monson Arts 

Council’s 45th annual holiday craft fair, 
which features hand crafted items. The 
fair will open on Saturday, Nov. 30 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fair presents 70 ar-
tisans, crafters and non-profit organiza-
tions who all offer a variety of items. 

The crafters are located in four build-
ings in downtown Monson, Crafters are 
set up in Memorial Hall, the House of 
Art, and the Universalist and Method-
ist Churches. All locations offer a wide 
variety of gifts, decorations and col-
lectibles, including stained glass, bath 
products, books, candles, dry flowers, 
clothing, holiday decorations, jewelry, 
quilts, soft sculpture, hand crafted greet-
ing cards, pottery, and much more. The 
annual fair is a major fundraiser for the 
Monson Arts Council as well as several 
other non-profit groups. Luncheon will 
be served in Memorial Hall, and the 
Methodist Church. A Girl Scout Carol 
Community Sing will take place in front 
of Memorial Hall at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 30. This holiday music precedes 
Santa’s arrival on a fire truck at approx-
imately 4:30 p.m. Once he arrives, all 
children may meet Santa Claus in person 
in the Town’s Fire Station where cocoa 
and cookies will be served. For infor-
mation or directions please call Wendy 
Murakami at 413–896-8666.

GRANBY—The Granby High School 
class of 1979 will hold a 45th reunion on 
Saturday, Nov. 30 at Johnnie’s Tap Room 
in South Hadley.   The reunion will begin  
with a social hour at 5 p.m. Tickets are 
$25 and include dinner and music.  Tick-
ets can be purchased via Venmo to Do-
reen (Chauvin) Beard at Doreen-Beard-2. 
Contact Denise (Emond) Billow to buy 
tickets via check or for more information, 
at dbillow@pittsfield.net. Please share 
this information with fellow classmates.

Granby High class of 
1979 Reunion to take 
place Saturday Holiday Craft Fair to be 

held Dec. 7
WARE – A Holiday Craft Fair will 

be held on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. in the Ware Junior Senior 
High School gym.

Admission is free and food is avail-
able to purchase. There will be over 50 
vendors, fundraising and raffles.

This is a very exciting one-day 
shopping event of handcrafted, home-
made, home baked, and one of a kind 
treasurers made by local talent. 
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39 W. State St. Granby, MA
Tel: 413-467-2533 • Fax: 413-467-2500

ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199
• Family owned and operated 

• Over 35 years experience • Insurance approved
• Precision frame straightening

• Custom painting & color matching
• State of the Art Paint Booth • Glass Replacement

FREE
ESTIMATES

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the Good Stuff

BELCHERTOWN AUTO PARTS  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm; Sat. 7:30-3:30pm; Closed Sunday

& Sunglass Shop

Give The Gift Of Sight This Holiday 
While Helping Children At Shriners.

10% Of Your Gift Card 
Purchase Will Go To 

Shriners Children’s Hospital!
142 N. Main Street, Belchertown

323-1196 • belchertowneyecare.com

 shop.atkinsfarms.com
...where local 

is just the 
beginning!

Rte. 116 & Bay Road
South Amherst, MA
(413) 253-9528

FURNITURE  WINDOW TREATMENTS  FLOORING  INTERIOR DECORATING

Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm • Friday & Saturday 9am-5pm • Sunday 12pm-5pm

136 College Street, Rte. 116 • South Hadley, MA • 413-536-8560

HO
ME DE

COR EXPERTS SINCE 1957

www.chapdelainesfurniture.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Wide Selection

Great Prices on Quality Brands
Outdoor Lamps & Clocks, Firepits & Umbrellas

Black Friday 
Deals All Weekend

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 6 pm  •  Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

REGION—The holiday season is a time of year 
when shopping takes center stage. While online giants 
and big box retailers seem to be everywhere, offering an 
endless array of products with the convenience of low 
prices, small businesses provide a range of benefits that 
go far beyond the ease of a mouse click or mountains of 
merchandise. Shopping local retailers is more than just a 
transaction — it is crucial for maintaining the economic 
foundation of local communities. Let’s take a look at the 
many ways it pays to shop small businesses during the 
holidays and all year long.

• Strengthen the local economy: A large percentage 
of the money spent at small businesses stays in the com-
munity. That’s because these businesses often are owned 
and operated by local residents who are invested in the 
community themselves. Various studies indicate that for 
every $100 spent at a small business, roughly $70 stays 
in the community. 

• Enhanced customer service: Owners and employ-
ees of small businesses have a keen interest in keeping 
customers happy. They often do so by providing superior 
customer service. Tailoring recommendations, exhibiting 
a willingness to accommodate special requests, offering 
a more engaging shopping experience, and being more 
friendly and connected with regular customers sets many 
small businesses apart.

• Support the community: Small businesses serve the 
community through the products and services they offer, 
and many give back in other ways as well. Small, local-
ly owned businesses often sponsor schools, sports teams 
and charities. This helps foster a sense of belonging in 
the community.

• Innovative offerings: Small businesses are not be-
holden to corporate policies or franchise restrictions, so 
they can more readily bring new life to existing ideas and 

trends. Small businesses can offer customers different 
options that larger retailers cannot match.

• Job creation: Small businesses employ a significant 
percentage of the workforce and frequently provide jobs 
that might not be available in larger corporate settings. 
The U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Ad-
vocacy says small businesses have generated 12.9 mil-
lion net new jobs over the past 25 years, accounting for 

two out of every three jobs added to the U.S. economy. 
Keeping residents working helps strengthen local com-
munities.

There are numerous benefits to shopping at small 
businesses this Small Business Saturday and throughout 
the year. Such firms help to establish a more resilient, 
diverse and bustling local community.

It pays to shop small businesses during the holidays and all year long.

Why supporting local small businesses matters

It’s easy to overlook how integral small businesses 
are to local, national and even global economies. The 
Small Business Administration and the U.S Census 

Bureau indicate small businesses account for 99.7 per-
cent of all American businesses, employing 56.8 million 
people. Similarly, according to Statistics Canada, local 
businesses classified as micro or small businesses made 
up 98.1 percent of all the employers in Canada in 2021.

Since mall businesses are the economic engine of 
many neighborhoods and communities, it’s in everyone’s 
best interest to pitch in and ensure such firms’ success. 
Thankfully, it’s easy for anyone to support the small 
businesses that make their communities unique. 

• Shop locally and online from small businesses as 
much as possible. If you cannot shop right away, consid-
er purchasing gift cards to the retailer or service provider 
and share them as gifts to others.

• Before you immediately go with a well-known chain 
or e-commerce giant, find out if a local retailer offers the 
same items you need and shop there.

• Actively discover new brands, check them out, and 
then spread the word about your findings to others. 

• Attend special events or promotions hosted by lo-
cal businesses. Well-attended events may spark others’ 
curiosity.

• Share a quick photo of something you bought at a 

small business or of a service they provided. For exam-
ple, if a local landscaping company did a wonderful job 
putting in a new patio or pavers, share the before and 
after with those you know.

Communities can embrace various strategies to sup-
port the small businesses that make Main Street unique.  

Easy ways to support small businesses
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – Some-
times we receive gifts that we 
are not totally enthused about, 
whether it be a pair of socks, or a 
sweater from that one aunt that is 
just a bit too scratchy. 

Oftentimes, these gifts show 
up at thrift stores and consign-
ment stores after the holidays 
are over and done, and someone 
else can find them and appreciate 
them. 

There is no shame at the idea 
of donating something you have 
no need for, and in the end, this 
way of “recycling” gifts helps to 
benefit more people than you’d 
think. 

Holiday gift-giving doesn’t 
need to be a hassle, and despite 
the hustle and bustle to find things 
brandy-new, it is important also 
to realize that just because it has 
all the bells and whistles, doesn’t 
mean it’s the perfect gift. 

The Center Church of South 
Hadley has been hosting a special 
holiday bazaar for over two de-

cades, and people bring in items 
to the church that they don’t need. 

From Christmas décor to jew-
elry and purses, extra bags and 
wrapping paper and more, all do-
nated from past holiday seasons 
to find new homes and spread the 
holiday cheer. 

“It really is a holiday event 
in preparation for the holidays,” 
said Corinne Chartrand, a mem-
ber of the church congregation. 

The church also sold cook-
ies, which you could purchase 
in a different sized box, as well 
as fresh, homemade jams and 
hot fudge sauce, as well as dried 
herbs. 

“Part of what we do is there 
is always a benefit portion for 
our community and our church,” 
Chartrand said. “We want to 
reach out to them all and have 
them feel welcome.”

There was also a little craft 
fair with eleven vendors so that 
people could find not only the 
thrifted Christmas items, but 
also find something handmade to 
brighten up the holiday season.

“I think the purpose of the 
craft fair is to provide items for 

the holiday, that are handmade, 
and more than just what else we 
offer at the bazaar,” said Char-
trand. 

By practicing the art of recy-
cling gifts, it is better to not only 
regift, but it helps to keep old 
holiday traditions alive. 

Ornaments, Santa figurines, 
nativities, and even tinsel hold 
memories, and in a way, carry 
on traditions to other households 
and families. 

A holiday bazaar, while not 
the most common way of gift giv-
ing, is a special way to share with 

our loved ones a gift that can’t be 
found at your local Walmart, Tar-
get, or Home Goods. 

Handmade and passed-on 
gifts are a way to spread holiday 
cheer to others, and see things 
have new memories made. 

Center Church 
with handmade and 
passed-on gifts

celebrates the holidayscelebrates the holidays

Robin Grimes, Corinne Chartrand, and Marie Rohan, members of PEO a local organization dedicated to 
bringing education to all women. 

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Joleen and Zariahlee Ramos with their small business, Crowned Creations.

Tables and tables of 
treasures to brighten your 

home with Christmas cheer.

Kristin Milton 
highlighting 
adorable pens and 
other gifts from 
her small business, 
Falltown Gifts. 

Mary Shey sharing her beautiful ribbon embroidery, a lost and 
unique art. 
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen McGarrett Hall  
REALTOR® MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

Any way you slice it, I’m here to make 
buying or selling your home EASY AS PIE!

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!

Zach, Jessica, Paula, and emotional 
support dog Lexi with cute trinkets 
from The Witch’s Cottage. 

Monique Leonard’s beautiful, crocheted earrings from 
her small business, Windswept Designs.

Fresh dried herbs and jams made by members of the 
congregation. 

The perfect hot fudge for your ice cream sundaes, or for 
any other dessert you want to put it on. 

Nativities, angels, and more to illustrate the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Celeste Holt showing off her beautiful handmade 
Christmas trees. 

Becky Morris with 
beautiful carved wood 
décor pieces found in 

her small business, 
Thai Bear Creations. Avery coloring an ornament Christmas 

tree with plenty of ornaments. 
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SPORTS

SOUTH HADLEY – In non-
playoff action for Week 10, South 
Hadley football defeated Pathfinder 
27-9. The Pioneers would actually 
score first with an Anthony Arven-
tos 15-yard run. In between that 
score and a safety in the third quar-

ter, South Hadley scored 27 points. 
Julius Hebenth had two touchdown 
runs for the Tigers. Chase Pecia and 
Lincoln Belsky also had scores. 
South Hadley faced Holyoke on 
Thanksgiving while Pathfinder 
hosted Belchertown.

Tigers pick up pace in Week 10 win
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Lincoln Belsky takes off on a run.
Brayden Koske makes the tackle.

Noah Hambley goes for the left sideline. Jasiel Ramos goes for a tackle.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kaileena Smith goes after a loose ball.

Rams fall to 
Georgetown

GRANBY – Granby 
High School girls soccer, 
which won the Western 
Mass. championship in 
penalty kicks, was defeated 
in the Round of 16 on Nov. 
8 against Georgetown. It 
was a shutout against the 
Rams, who fell 4-0. Their 
season ended at 9-11-1.

LEFT: Jaidyn Roberge 
dribbles up the field.

Brenna Moreno sends a pass away during early 
postseason action.

MIAA seeks 
to throw out 
judge’s decision
Minnechaug, Monson 
unaffected by appeals

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Minnechaug Regional High School and 
Monson High School filed injunctions at the 
beginning of the month with the Hampden 
Court Superior Court.

The schools were appealing a ruling from 
the MIAA that forced the schools to take for-
feits for Western Mass. tournament games 
because of a procedural issue that was not fol-
lowed by Minnechaug, Monson, Pathfinder Re-
gional, and several other schools in the region.

According to information sent by the MIAA 
to member schools, they were supposed to in-
put games to their schedule on the Arbiter web-
site used to track results and formulate tourna-
ment data.

Those games, which were not yet known 
due to the how the schedule is structured, were 
simply supposed to feature the school and op-
ponents TBA (to be announced). Those fillers 
in the schedule would eventually be filled with 
Western Mass. tournament games, or nonplay-
off games if teams did not qualify.

Those filler games were supposed to be on 
team schedules by mid-September. Because 
the procedure was not followed, the MIAA 
imposed forfeits on the schools that did not 
follow the rule. Under the MIAA’s ruling, Min-
nechaug and Monson, which had soccer teams 
in the Western Mass. tournaments, would have 
to take losses affecting their standing for the 
state tournament. If the schools won, they were 
still able to advance in the tournaments. Mon-
son girls soccer reached the Western Mass. fi-
nals. Pathfinder boys soccer did as well. Min-
nechaug girls soccer made it to the semifinals.

An injunction was filed by Monson and 
Minnechaug, seeking to not have the athletes 
punished for an administrative issue. Judge 
Tracy Duncan granted the injunction, and both 
schools had their forfeits changed to whatever 
their actual results were.

Please see MIAA, page 13
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Sports

SPRINGFIELD – Last month, 
the Springfield Thunderbirds 
and St. Louis Blues announced 
the extension of their affiliation 
agreement through the end of the 
2030-31 season. The deal further 
solidifies the long-term future of 
the American Hockey League in 
Springfield, one of the league’s 
charter cities.

"We are thrilled to continue 
our richly rewarding long-term 
partnership with the St. Louis 
Blues," said Thunderbirds Pres-
ident Nathan Costa. "The Blues 
and Thunderbirds share similar 
core values regarding player and 
staff development and maintain-
ing a deep commitment to their 
communities. Our collabora-
tion has enabled us to grow our 
franchise both on the ice and 
throughout the region. We cannot 
wait to see the next generation of 
Blues stars hone their talents in 
Springfield in front of the best 
fans in the AHL."

In the first three seasons as 
the Blues' AHL affiliates, the 
Thunderbirds have experienced 
tremendous success on and off 

the ice. In 2022, the team cap-
tured the Richard F. Canning 
Trophy as Eastern Con-
ference Champions, 
reaching the 
Calder Cup 
Finals for 
the first time in 
club history. The 
T-Birds received 
the AHL Presi-
dent's Award as 
Team of the Year that same year. 

“On behalf of our local own-
ership group, we are proud to 
announce an extension of our 
affiliation agreement with the 
St. Louis Blues. I want to thank 
Blues Chairman Tom Stillman, 
General Manager Doug Arm-
strong, and the Blues staff, as 
well as our President Nate Cos-
ta and his team, for building a 
culture of cooperation and suc-
cess that is unparalleled within 
the AHL. This agreement will 
ensure that AHL hockey has a 
home in Springfield for many 
years to come,” commented Paul 
Picknelly, Thunderbirds Manag-
ing Owner.

The club built upon their 
success last season, post-

ing a  franchise-record 
20 sellout games, in-

cluding a 14-
game sellout 
streak to 

end the cam-
paign. 2023-2024 
also marked the 
T-Birds’ eighth 
consecutive sea-

son of attendance growth (6,321 
fans per game).

“First, I want to thank Spring-
field Thunderbirds President 
Nate Costa, the local ownership 
group under managing partner 
Paul Picknelly, and the entire 
team and staff for their continued 
dedicated efforts and support and 
belief in our City of Springfield," 
said Springfield Mayor Domenic 
J. Sarno. "Special thanks and ap-
preciation to the St. Louis Blues 
organization for their continued 
strong commitment to our lo-
cal T-Birds!   Both organizations 
are class acts that share a strong 
emphasis on community and fan 
engagement and putting a quality 

product and team on the ice. 
Since the start of the partner-

ship, the Blues have also  pro-
moted several Springfield staff 
members to the parent club in St. 
Louis. Most notably, Drew Ban-
nister  became the first T-Birds 
coach to earn a promotion to an 
NHL bench when he was named 
the Blues' head coach on May 8. 

“Springfield provides a first-
class environment for players in 
the Blues organization to develop 
on and off the ice and continue 
their progress toward the NHL 
in a well-established, supportive 
market with strong, experienced 
leadership," said Blues Assistant 
General Manager Ryan Miller. 

In addition to Bannister's 
rise to the NHL, 26 players have 
skated in games for both the 
Thunderbirds and the Blues, in-
cluding young stars Jake Neigh-
bours,  Zack Bolduc,  Matthew 
Kessel,  Joel Hofer,  Scott Pe-
runovich, and Zach Dean.

"This is an exciting day for 
both the St. Louis Blues and the 
Springfield Thunderbirds organi-
zations," said Thunderbirds Gen-

eral Manager  Kevin Maxwell. 
"This agreement provides stabili-
ty for our players and staff, and it 
will continue to offer our fans the 
chance to identify with our pros-
pects and follow their careers as 
they graduate onto the Blues."

The affiliation extension as-
sures Springfield's continued 
tenancy in the American Hock-
ey League, which dates back 
to  1936. The City of Firsts has 
had an active AHL franchise on 
the ice every season since 1954.

“The city of Springfield has 
been a cornerstone of the Amer-
ican Hockey League for more 
than 80 years,” said AHL Pres-
ident and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Scott Howson. “Hockey in 
Springfield has experienced a 
renaissance since the arrival of 
the Thunderbirds. Stability with 
an NHL affiliate is very import-
ant for AHL clubs, and we’re 
pleased that Springfield’s part-
nership with the St. Louis Blues 
will continue to bring excitement 
and entertainment to the fans of 
Western Massachusetts.” 

Thunderbirds, Blues, announce long-term extension

HOLYOKE – The 39th FIVB 
World Congress unanimously 
elected Fabio Azevedo as the 
new FIVB President, ushering in 
a pivotal era for the global vol-
leyball community. Azevedo will 
serve an eight-year term, build-
ing on the achievements of his 
predecessor, Dr. Ary S. Graça. 
During his campaign, Azeve-
do outlined his Strategic Vi-
sion 2024-2032, focused on 
advancing volleyball’s profes-
sional standards, expanding 
its global reach, and doubling 
the sport’s current 800-mil-

lion-strong fanbase through in-
novative engagement and the 
global volleyball movement. 
Following his inauguration, Aze-
vedo announced 2018 IVHF In-
ductee Hugh McCutcheon as the 
new FIVB Secretary General. 
McCutcheon, a former Olympic 
medal-winning coach for the 
USA men’s and women’s na-
tional volleyball teams, brings 
extensive experience to the role. 
With this dynamic leadership 
team, the FIVB is set to elevate 
volleyball’s global prominence 
and growth.

PORTLAND, ME – Worces-
ter was outshot in a fateful and 
fatal first period, 21-1, and out-
scored by the Maine Mariner 
4-0, on the way to a 5-2 defeat. 

Lincoln Hatten and Cole 
Donhauser had the Railers 
goals. It was the first ECHL 
goal for Hatten, the first in a 
Worcester uniform for Don-
hauser. It was also shorthanded.

Drew Bavaro, Patrick Guay, 
Bennett Stockdale, Wyllum De-
veaux and Evan Vierling had the 
Portland goals. Former Railers 
forward Jimmy Lambert had 
three assists for the winners.

Hatten scored from in close 

at 3:35 of the second period to 
make it a 4-1 game, Donhauser 
assisting. Donhauser scored un-
assisted with a wrist shot from 
the right wing at 19:29 of the 
third period to make it 5-2. He 
was plus-2 for the night.

Henrik Tikkanen made 
33 saves for Worcester. Ryan 
Bischel had 27 for the Mariners.

Bavaro opened the scoring 
with a power play goal at 6:30 
of the first period, just before 
the Railers would have gotten 
Jordan Kaplan out of the pen-
alty box. He snapped a 40-foot 
wrist home from above the cir-
cles.

Guay made it 2-0 at 9:02. 
He finished off a 2 on 1 break, 
converting a pass from Lam-
bert. Stockdale scored a little 
more than a minute later with 
a shot from the left circle. De-
veaux scored on a deflection 
at 16:23 to make it 4-0 on the 
scoreboard.

The Railers actually won 
the last 40 minutes, 2-1. Vier-
ling had the only Maine goal in 
that span, scoring on the power 
play at 16:40 of the third period, 
but there was no way Worces-
ter could climb out of its early 
hole.

Tough start hurts Railers in loss Volleyball World Congress 
elects new president

Minnechaug boys soccer 
benefited the most from the 
change, securing the No. 5 
seed in the Division 2 state 
tournament. The changes had 
the ability to affect schools 
such as Agawam, Ludlow, 
Holyoke, and Chicopee Com-
prehensive in Division 2. 
Monson’s injunction affected 
seedings for schools such as 
Granby, Quaboag, Palmer, 
and Pathfinder.

Pathfinder did not appeal 
to a court, and was defeated 
on the road in the first round 
of the tournament.

The injunctions also led to 
delays in the state tournament 
starting in the case of field 
hockey and girls volleyball.

Northampton and Pioneer 
Valley Regional also won in-
junctions, though the MIAA 
is appealing those rulings. 
They are appealing despite 
the fact the tournaments 
have already concluded. The 
MIAA is not commenting on 
the court cases.

No schools from Western 
Massachusetts made it to the 
state finals in boys soccer, 
girls soccer, or field hockey.

MIAA from page 12

EAST BROOKFIELD— As Thanksgiv-
ing and the winter holidays approach, Sec-
ond Chance Animal Services is reminding 
pet owners to keep their pets’ safety in mind 
during the festive season. With holiday meals, 
decorations, and gatherings, this time of year 
can bring hidden hazards for pets. By taking 
a few simple precautions, pet owners can en-
sure a safe, joyful holiday season for their fur-
ry friends.

“Pets are part of the family, and it’s im-
portant to consider their safety during holiday 
celebrations,” says Lindsay Doray, chief de-
velopment officer at Second Chance. “A little 
planning can prevent unexpected pet emer-
gencies.”

To help pet owners keep their pets safe, 
Second Chance offers these holiday tips:

Holiday treats may look enticing to pets, 
but many common ingredients, such as choc-
olate, onions, garlic, and bones, can be harm-
ful to animals. Even rich, fatty, or spicy foods 
can upset pets’ stomachs. Instead, give pets 
pet-safe treats or a small portion of their usu-
al food so they can partake in the festivities 
safely.

Holiday decorations can be hazardous to 
pets. Items like tinsel, ribbons, and ornaments 
may seem like toys and can lead to serious 
health issues if ingested. Use pet-safe deco-
rations and keep them out of reach of curious 
pets. Be mindful of candles and open flames 
as pets can knock them over, risking burns or 
fires.

Popular holiday plants, such as poinset-
tias, mistletoe, and holly, are toxic to pets. 
To prevent accidental ingestion, keep these 
plants out of reach or consider pet-safe alter-
natives. If using artificial plants or trees, be 
cautious, as some may contain chemicals that 
could be harmful if chewed.

The holiday season brings new sounds, 
scents, and sometimes unfamiliar guests, 
which can be overwhelming for pets. Create a 
quiet, comfortable space for them to retreat to 
when they need a break from the excitement. 
Remind guests to respect pets’ boundaries 
and avoid feeding them table scraps. If your 
pet experiences stress during gatherings, Sec-
ond Chance veterinarians can offer advice on 
keeping them calm.

With increased activity around the holi-
days, pets are more likely to slip out the door 
and go missing. Make sure pets wear collars 
with up-to-date ID tags. For added security, 
consider microchipping your pet-a simple, 
effective way to increase the chances of a re-
union if they wander off.

If planning to travel with a pet this holiday 
season, a bit of extra preparation will help en-
sure their safety. Ensure vaccinations are up-
to-date and contact a veterinarian to schedule 
any needed boosters before traveling. Pack 
essentials like food, water, medications, and 
favorite toys to help reduce stress on the road. 
If staying in hotels or with family, confirm 
accommodations are pet-friendly and secure.

By taking these simple, thoughtful steps, 

pet owners can enjoy a safe and joyful holi-
day season with their furry family members. 
A bit of planning goes a long way in keeping 
pets happy, healthy, and comfortable through-
out the festivities. Second Chance Communi-
ty Veterinary Hospitals in North Brookfield, 
Southbridge, Springfield, and Worcester are 
currently accepting new patients and offer 
weekly low-cost vaccine clinics. To schedule 
a holiday check-up or sign up for a vaccine 
clinic, visit www.secondchanceanimals.org/
vetcare.

Creating a safe holiday for pets
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

Preschool Preschool 
shares shares 

pumpkin pumpkin 
carving funcarving fun

G R A N B Y — A l p h a b e t 
Soup Preschool Plus held a 
pumpkin carving event on 
Wednesday, Oct. 30. Parents 
and grandparents came to 
celebrate Halloween with the 
children and carved jack-o-
lanterns with them. 

“We had a really good 
turn out and everyone really 
enjoyed it,” shared Candice 
Curran, site director of the 
preschool.

Matthew Sacchi (dad), Maisie Sacchi (3) and Emily Johnson (mom) showing off their completed 
Jack-O-Lantern.

Jemma Berge (4), Aislinn Berge (mom) and 
Joshua Berge (dad) working on two pump-
kins at once.

Allison Nick-
erson (3) and 
Sarah Nicker-
son (mom)
Working on 
carving their 
pumpkin.

Allison Nickerson (3) and Bailey Miller (3) BFF’s showing off their Jack-O-
Lantern’s together. They have been friends in the same class at Alphabet Soup 

since they were toddlers.

ABOVE: Jenna 
Terhune (Pre-
school Teacher)
ans Bailey Miller 
(3) showing off 
Bailey’s lit up 
Jack-O-Lantern.

Lisa Smigiel 
(grandma),  
Bryson 
Nawrocki 
(3) and  
Stacy Naw-
rocki (mom) 
working 
on carving 
their pump-
kin.

LEFT: Jack 
Urbanski (3) 
showing off his 
Jack-O-Lantern 
with family mem-
bers.
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – One 
of the most interesting, and also 
one of the most mysterious parts 
of our world, is the wonders 
of what lies outside it in outer 
space.

The kids got to go to the Gay-
lord Memorial Library last week 
to hear from senior Latika Joshi 
from Mount Holyoke give a pre-
sentation on comets, asteroids, 
and meteors. 

Space rocks are made of rock, 
metal, or ice, and shoot through 
outer space, or orbit around other 
plants in our solar system, how-
ever, each kind of space rock 
does something different. 

Asteroids are giant rocks, the 
remnants of the forming of our 
solar system, which are found in 
the asteroid belt between Mars 
and Jupiter of varying sizes. 

Many have names, including 
Deimos, which is a tiny moon 
orbiting Mars, only 7.7 miles in 
diameter, and Eros, the first as-
teroid to be visited by spacecraft, 
and is shaped like a giant peanut, 
but 10.4 miles in diameter. 

Benno is tiny, only about 0.3 
miles, and NASA’s OSIRIS-Rex 
mission brought back samples 
from it. Vesta is the largest aster-
oid in the solar system. 

Meteorites are space rocks 
that have come down from earth, 
and there was a sighting of one 

this year in Portugal that turned 
the sky blue. 

Thomas Burbine, a visit-
ing professor of astronomy and 
director of the Williston Ob-
servatory, came to the talk that 
Joshi prepared for the kids, and 

showed samples of space rocks 
that the kids could hold. 

Burbine showed the kids the 
different rock samples, and ex-
plained that they are made of 
iron, and explained how they 
are formed and are pulled down 

to earth, answering the curious 
questions from the kids in atten-
dance.

Comets are space rocks made 
out of ice and rock, and the “tail” 
of a comet is made from the ice 
melting that melts as it passes by 

the sun. 
Meteorites can take a few 

decades, or thousands of years 
to pass by earth as they travel 
through the solar system, show-
ing just how large and expansive 
it truly is. 

Halley’s Comet, one of the 
most well-known for our genera-
tions, returns to pass by earth ev-
ery 75-76 years, and is projected 
to return to be visible again in 
2061. 

Comets are typically named 
after the people who discovered 
them, highlighting the meteorite 
with a special name, even know-
ing it may not even be seen again 
in a lifetime. 

Latika Joshi is double ma-
joring in physics and astronomy 
and has wanted to study outer 
space since she first watched 
Interstellar at age nine and was 
hooked on space ever since. 

“I’ve always been interested 
in teaching astronomy. It’s such 
an exciting field,” said Joshi. “I 
especially like seeing the kids 
get excited about it.” 

The special presentation she 
gave also featured fun activities, 
and kids got to take home 3D 
Printed comets of different shape 
varieties. 

“The universe is so big, and 
I am always curious to explore 
and find out what exists,” said 
Joshi. “I’m interested in look-
ing out there and learning more 
about if there’s life out there. It 
excites me.” 

Kids learn the wonders of space rocks

Latika Joshi showing the power and size of meteors with a video of Superman.

Asking questions about meteors, and what kinds of 
things are heavier than meteors.

A sample of a piece that chipped off of 
a meteor that Burbine brought in for the 
kids to see. Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Space rocks are truly remarkable!

The kids eagerly listening to learn more and more about space! 
Thomas Burbine, the director of Williston Observatory, showing the kids samples of meteors we have 
from space.
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-12
www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.
See Us,
Your
Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts or

Accessories?

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – For 
many kids, being able to prac-
tice reading out loud is an es-
sential part of them learning 
to grasp the basics of reading 
skills, and more. 

Bright Spot Therapy Dogs 
is an organization that sends 
trained therapy dogs out for 
a variety of services, and in-
cludes reading to a dog pro-
grams. 

“For me, as a whole, work-
ing for the kids and getting to 
work with the kids, and I get 
to know they’ll become better 
readers and more confident 
and learn more,” said Wayne 
Desroches. 

Desroches and his best 
doggy friend, Gwen, have 
been working together for 
five years, and bring their 
services to nursing homes, li-
braries, schools, and veterans 
homes to provide a way for 
people to have access to the 
comfort Gwen brings. 

Gwen is a nine-year-old 
greyhound, and as a retired 
racing dog, gets to spend her 
days pampered and loved on 
wherever she goes, receiving 
hugs and pats and a treat or 
two. 

“Being able to read to a 
dog means that it’s a non-
judgmental audience, and the 
more you do it, the higher 
your confidence and the high-
er your skill-level,” said Des-
roches. 

The growth seen by the 
kids that come to the Read 
to a Dog program again and 
again is huge, and Desroches 
has seen confidence grow in 
even the youngest and most 
timid reader. 

The biggest advantage to 
having kids practice reading 
outl oud to a dog is that it is, 
in the education world, a level 
2 intervention, which helps to 
build a child’s comprehension 
and reading skills. 

Desroches has been with 
Bright Spot for twelve years, 
and Gwen is the third therapy 
dog he has worked with, the 
first two being Max and Milo. 

The biggest difference 
between a therapy dog like 
Gwen and a comfort dog you 

Library hosts lovable therapy dog for kids

Please see THERAPY DOG, 
page 17

Charlotte taking some time to give Gwen some pats as she falls asleep on her lap.

Robert reading a book 
of facts from National 
Geographic to Gwen. 

Nova giving 
Gwen a hug 
bye after 
spending 
time reading 
to her.

Nova reading 
to Gwen as 
she rests on 
her foot. 

Turley Photos 
by Emily-Rose 

Pappas
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Public Notices
Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given 

by Hampshire Towing, 650 
New Ludlow Rd., South 
Hadley, MA 01075, pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
C. 255, Section 39A, that 
a SEALED BID auction 
with bids due Thursday, 
December 12,  2024 at 
8 a.m. Vehicles will be 
available for viewing BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY by 
calling  413-534-5373. 

The following motor 
vehicles will be sold to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses 
of notices and sale of said 
vehicles: 
Violet Reynolds		

2003 Buick Regal
2G4WB52K331297267 Violet 
Reynolds		  192 
Mohawk Forest Blvd
North Adams MA 01247
2006 Toyota Camry
4T1BF32K56U627278 
Mary Ibekilo
11 Martin Cir
Belchertown MA 01007
2016 Audi A7
WAU2GAFC9GN021290
Benjamin Harrison
103 W Hamilton St
Fisher IL 61843
2010 Ford Escape
1FMCU9D73AKB50523 
Vernon Miller
176 Susan Dr
Westfield MA 01085
2012 Dodge Avenger
1C3CDZAG0CN255745
David Holt
107 Summer St
Adams MA 01220
2010 Honda Civic
2HGFA1F58AH306300 
Francisco Diaz
6 Riverview Pl., Apt 3L
Chicopee MA 01013
2017 Hyundai ELANTRA
KMHD84LF0HU156489 
Christina Ostrander
63 Washington Ave., Apt 8
North Adams MA 01247
2008 Nissan Altima
1N4AL21E38N472019 
Vanessa Reina Rodriguez

29 Bingham St
Bristol CT 06010
2011 Hyundai ELANTRA
KMHDH4AE8BU114041
Christopher West
12 Eastwood Dr
Springfield MA 01129
2009 Chrysler Town and 
Country
2A8HR541X9R505497
Hampton Taxi Service LLC
19 Maple St
Easthampton MA 01027
2007 BMW 3 Series
WBAVC93527K030959 Dawn 
Frappier
11 Acushnet Ave., Apt 102A
Springfield MA 01105
1972 MG MGB MK III
GHN5UC265990
Christopher Holt
15 Harwood Dr
Pocasset MA 02559
2003 Honda Accord
1HGCM55623A132771 
Raquel Felix
51 Union St., Fl 1
Westfield MA 01085
2011 Bashan Moped
LHJTLBBN7BB002165 
George Cordero-Ortiz
458 South St
Holyoke MA 01040
2008 Honda Pilot
5FNYF18608B027390 
Ernest Bovi
14 Briarcliff Ln
Centerville MA 02632
2002 Chevrolet Silverado 
2500HD
1GCHK29152E175483
David Stanley
72 Essex St., Apt C
Holyoke MA 01040
2008 Honda Civic
2HGFA16558H529839 Angel 
Davila Soto
60 Center St., Apt 4R
Holyoke MA 01040
1997 Acura TL
JH4UA3650VC000247 Jazica 
Wyche
101 Mulberry St., Apt G8
Springfield MA 01105
1999 Toyota 4Runner
JT3HN87R0X0239800 Abel 
De Jesus Carranza Moncada
24874 W. Orchard Pl
Round Lake Heights IL 60073
2007 Hyundai SANTA FE
5NMSG73D47H070994 

Johnathon Loring
366 Houghton St., Apt 1
N. Adams MA 01247
2013 Buick Regal
2G4GS5EV8D9244836 
William Hairston
72 Barrett St., Unit 108
Northampton MA 01060
1975 MBG Roadster
GHN5UF378083
Owner Unknown
Address Unknown
2011 Kia Soul
KNDJT2A28B7198800 
Denisha Lafountaine
17 John St
Holyoke MA 01040
2013 Volkswagen Jetta
3VW2K7AJ4DM297860 
Monica Cyran
PO Box 175
Hadley MA 01035
2002 Ford Ranger
1FTZR45EX2TA36269
Elizabeth Martinez
152 Ave F Apt 2R
Bayonne NJ 07002
2005 Chrysler Town and 
Country
2C8GP54LX5R123831 
Michael Lester
PO Box 917
Chicopee MA 01014
1984 Chevrolet Motorhome 
Chassis
1GBJP37WXE3323087 
Michael Rosa
6 Bayberry Ct
Greenfield MA 01301

2002 Subaru Legacy
4S3BH635527305208
Kimberly Garber
40 Hall St
N. Adams MA 01247
2007 Saturn Vue
5GZCZ63417S855081 Justin 
Doucette
31 Willie St
Haverhill MA 01832
2011 Chevrolet Equinox
2CNALDEC1B6406686 
Roselyn Lopez
133 Rowley St
Agawam MA 01001
2008 Honda Civic
2HGFG11808H541641 Kiara 
Rodriguez-Natal
526 South St., Apt 2L
Holyoke MA 01040
2003 Subaru Forester
JF1SG65643H739887
Tania Negron-Guilbe
52A Gilyard Dr., Apt A
Waterbury CT 06706
4-wheeler
LZXSCKL2458051429
Adrian Gonzalez
117 Dawes St
Springfield MA 01109
2001 Dodge Dakota
1B7GG22X01S222656
Collin Avery
1586 Memorial Ave., Apt 2A
W. Springfield MA 01089
2015 Nissan Sentra
3N1AB7APXFL638516 
Nydasha Rodriguez
89 Bonner St

Chicopee MA 01013
2006 Acura MDX
2HNYD18636H502845
Josue Cuevas Berrios
177 Elm St., Apt 4R
Holyoke MA 01040
1996 BMW 7 Series
WBAGK2320TDH67166 
Food Force Enterprises Inc.
5 The Pines Ct, Ste A
Saint Louis MO 63141
2009 Mercedes-Benz E-Class
WDBUH87X59B364801
Christian Richardson
74 W. Main St., Lowr
North Adams MA 01247
2004 Chrysler Pacifica
2C4GM68454R539173 Luz 
Santiago
PO Box 5089
Holyoke MA 01041
1983 LandscapeTrailer 
SIZM80
1ZE1SLT11DN000065
Mariano Dross
PO Box 804
Chicopee MA 01014

2 Wheel Trailer
VIN Unknown
Owner Unknown
Address unknown
2007 Ford F-150
1FTPW14527FA26583
Isaac Carrero
226 W. Franklin St
Holyoke MA 01040
2005 Dodge Caravan
1D4GP45R45B319697
Alex Soto

189 Clemente St
Holyoke MA 01040
2005 Chrysler 300
2C3AA53G25H132854
Francisco Rivera
256 Union St., Apt 1B
Springfield MA 01105
2016 Nissan Altima
1N4AL3AP8GC250772 
Russell Allen Follansbee
550 S. Camino Seco., Apt 
4105 Tucson AZ 85710
Boat with Trailer
SERV6959D888
Joseph Starkoff 
80 Hitchcock St
Holyoke MA 01040
2002 Lexus ES 300
JTHBF30G720079027 Alexis 
Nicolini
10 Hilltop Dr
Beverly MA 01915
2008 Chrysler 300
2C3KA43R88H145581 Eva 
West
660 S. Bridge St., Apt 3L
Holyoke MA 01040
2008 Honda Civic
2HGFG11888H566853 Angel 
Guzman
300 Walnut St., Apt 204
Holyoke MA 01040
2009 Mercury Mariner
4M2CU97G19KJ23438
Cassandra Pendleton
41 Benham Ave
Ware MA 01082
11/22, 11/29, 12/06/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Obituary

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

SOUTH HADLEY— “Bob” (Robert E.) Res-
nick, 75, passed away peacefully at home on Nov.  
13, 2024, surrounded by his loving family.  Born in 
Springfield, MA, he was the son of Jack and Evelyn 
(Sinel) Resnick.  Robert owned and operated Res-
nick Courier Service for many years.  Bob enjoyed 
collecting antique paintings with his brother Bill.   
He was an avid drum player, even building his own 
drums’ unfinished shells.   He also enjoyed putter-
ing in his workshop with his brother Bill, the two 
of whom were inseparable their entire lives.   Bob 
could often be seen handing out treats to passing 
dogs in the Alvord Place neighborhood where he 
lived.  Robert’s memory will remain forever in the 
hearts of his twin brother, “Bill” Resnick of South 
Hadley, and his sister, Maggie Resnick, of El Cerri-
to, CA.  Beers & Story South Hadley Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with the arrangements.   Please 
send any condolences c/o Beers and Story Funeral 
Home, 646 Newton St., South Hadley, 01075. For 
those wishing, donations may be made in his memo-
ry to the American Heart Association.

“Bob” (Robert E.) Resnick

DEATH NOTICE

“Bob” (Robert E.) Resnick
Died Nov. 13, 2024
Beers & Story South Hadley Funeral Home

may see at a police station is the differ-
ences in trainings. 

While both are working dogs, com-
fort dogs come in to train with a specific 
unit, facility, or department, and are used 
during very stressful and traumatic in-
stances.

Therapy dogs like Gwen, perform a 
variety of different services, like coming 
to colleges during finals, nursing homes 
to visit patients, hospitals, hospice situa-
tions, and Bright Spot service dogs even 
went out to Boston after the Marathon 
Bombing. 

Desroches went to a nursing home to 
visit a woman with Alz-
heimer’s disease, and 
she hadn’t spoken in a 
long time, but when she 
met Gwen, she pet her 
and said “pretty puppy”. 
It’s moments like these 
that truly make this job 
rewarding. 

“The way I like shar-
ing with all our teams, is 
that if Gwen was a ser-
vice dog, she’d be for 
my medical needs. But 
as a therapy dog, she’s 
there for everyone. And 
where a service dog 
can go anywhere, Gwen 
needs to be invited,” 

Desroches said.
There is no specific kind of breed that 

can become a therapy dog, as it all de-
pends on the dog and their disposition. 

“She brings all comfort and smiles. 
She’s so good about knowing what they 
want and that this makes them happy,” 
said Desroches about Gwen. 

“This was a way that I could reach out 
to people and help them,” Desroches said. 
“When I learned what a therapy dog is, I 
know that that was what Gwen was.”

You can find Gwen one more time at 
the South Hadley Public Library for a 
Read to a Dog Program for the year of 
2024 on Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 4 p.m. 

THERAPY DOG  from page 16

Nova taking a 
picture with 
Santa at the 
Eastfield Mall 
in Springfield 
before it closed
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Don-
ald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S 
BOOKKEEPING

 SERVICES
Call (413) 455-4020

Email: 
jmbookkeeping24@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING

SNOW PLOWING
Residential, commercial 

and business. 413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374. 

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER/WARE-
HOUSE for deliveries in Western 
Mass area. Qualifications include: 
clean driving record; ability to lift heavy 
weights; stable job history; good com-
munication skills; high work standards 
& strong self-organizational skills. Ap-
ply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 9am-
12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey Walk-
er Street (Rte 21) Belchertown.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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ROOFS

HOME HEATING

TREE WORK LAWN & GARDENOVERHEAD DOORS

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

YOUR YOUR 
LOCAL LOCAL 

TRUSTED TRUSTED 
RELIABLERELIABLE

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 

Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a 
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand defines 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street, 
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON 
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (off Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463 

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com 

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4

Your Harman Your Harman 
HeadquartersHeadquarters

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
mmcgarrett@turley.com

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Merry Christmas 
TO ALL OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS! 

101 Hadley Street, Rte. 47
South Hadley • 533-9391

June & Lindy Bagg

GREEN OAK FARM

Come Visit 
Santa, 

Mrs. Claus and his elves
at his cabin in

Buttery Brook Park
Dec. 12-15 &

December 19-22
5:30 - 7 p.m.

Free Cookies, Hot Cocoa
& Coloring Book

Brought to you by 

The Friends oF
BuTTery

Brook Park
Donations Welcome
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Your True Color

Jewelry uniquely
designed by you!

enewton • Julie Voss • Nora Fleming 
Mariposa • John Medeiros

Sparkle 
brighter 

this holiday 
season

with 
Brighton

A R T S  U N L I M I T E D
The Village Commons 

25 College Street, South Hadley
(413) 532-7047

www.arts-unlimited.com

Gift CardsGift Cards
SAVE ON

4 DAYS ONLY
December 9th-12th

Host your next Host your next 
Party or Event Party or Event 

With Us!With Us!
1 ALVORD STREET • SOUTH HADLEY, MA

536-2342

SAVE 
20% OFF 

All Gift Cards!

Come take a 30-40 minute 
magical stroll around the farm 

with us through 
hundreds of thousands of lights!

Tractors, tunnels, trees 
and so much more! 

Lots of photo opportunities and 
new light displays for new 

experiences and new memories!
A great place to start or continue 

your family and friends 
holiday traditions. LET'S GET LIT!!!

Lights turn on Nov. 29-Dec. 29

55 Alvord Street
South Hadley, MA 

01075

Scan here
for ticketing


