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SOUTH HADLEY – Every 
town has a unique and special 
holiday tradition, and for the 
Chamber of Commerce of South 
Hadley and Granby have hosted 
a Holiday Stroll for the past 36 
years. 

The Holiday Stroll has al-
ways been a night of fun, even 
on such a cold night as last Fri-
day was, there was still much fun 
to be had. 

People came to the common 
to enjoy a night of face paint-
ing, puppetry creations, photos 
with Frosty the Snowman, the 
Grinch, and Mr. and Mrs. Claus, 
and more. 

Tower Theaters also offered 
a short holiday movie for free, 
making this year special and 
unique in and of itself. 

The Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy and the South Hadley 
Community Band came to pro-
vide special holiday carols to be 
enjoyed through the night.  

“There was a small but 
mighty crew who volunteered to 
set up the day of the stroll,” said 
president of the Chamber Regina 
Zebrowski. 

Over twenty local businesses 
came through to help sponsor 
the event, and several had booths 
and tables with activities, includ-
ing Thirsty Mind and The Odys-
sey Bookshop, who had special 
events and activities to enjoy.

Christmas season
Annual holidayy stroll celebrates the Community 

support
partnership

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY/GRAN-
BY – Amid rising costs and 
increasing needs, two com-
munity-focused organizations, 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors (NHN) and Granby to Go 
(GTG), are working together 
to address food insecurity and 
provide basic necessities for stu-
dents and families in South Had-
ley and Granby. Through this 
partnership, they ensure no one 
is left behind, particularly during 
the holiday season.

Granby to Go originated as 
a program under NHN in 2016-
2017, with the mission of pro-
viding weekend food bags to 
students in need. Over time, it 
evolved into a separate entity 
with its own budget and recent-
ly returned to operate as part 
of NHN while maintaining its 
independence. This collabora-
tion allows the organizations to 
pool resources and expand their 
reach.

“They do tremendous things 
for the students and families 
in Granby,” said Mary Lou 
Guarnera, executive director of 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 
“Together, we hope to expand to 
be able to offer a pantry that op-
erates in Granby but that is not 
in the school, and is open to all 
Granby and South Hadley resi-
dents.”

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
Little Evie Rosado telling Santa and Mrs. Claus what she wants for Christmas. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – While most 
get-togethers with Santa involve 
some cocoa and cookies or a 
pancake breakfast, the public 
school’s PTO had something else 
in mind. 

The Ice Cream with Santa 
event had a great turnout, and af-
ter dinner, kids and their families 
got the chance to come to East 
Meadow last weekend to enjoy a 
customized ice cream sundae and 
a photo with Santa after dinner. 

After the PTO stopped run-
ning for a brief time during 
COVID, it picked up again in 
2022 with the new members 
ready to get started and bring it 
back to the kids of the Granby 
Public Schools.

The PTO works hard to build 
a community between the stu-
dents and teachers and works to 

Kids enjoy ice cream, photos with Santa

Turley Photo  by Emily-Rose Pappas
Ella, Reed, Nora, and Lillian smiling after telling Santa what’s on 
their lists for Christmas.

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – One 
of the best gifts you can give a 
child is a book. Books open up 
a world of imagination, and al-
low for them to explore in new 
ways screens can’t always do. 

Sitting down with a child, 
opening up a book, and letting 
them turn the pages is a sure 
way to allow for them to turn 
the pages and admire the art-
work and see the words. 

Talented illustrator of 
one-hundred books, and au-
thor of twelve retellings and 
original children’s stories, 
Ruth Anderson is one such art-
ist that captures the essence of 
imagination. 

With her retellings of clas-
sic tales like The Snow Queen, 

Illustrator, author displays 
her art to be admired

Turley Photo  by Emily-Rose Pappas
Ruth Sanderson with her array 
of books, and the two newest 
releases she illustrated for 
her daughter, author Whitney 
Sanderson.

Please see STROLL, page 8

Please see AUTHOR, page 12
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Tuesday Night 6:30pm

Pitch Night
Wednesday Night 5-6:30pm

Smoked BBQ
$10 per person

Friday Night
Spaghetti Night 5-7pm

Trivia Night 7:30pm 
$5 per person, groups of 1 to 6 people

Saturday & Sunday 11-1pm

Corned Beef & 
Chicken Salad 

Sandwiches

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-12
www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.
See Us,
Your
Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts or

Accessories?

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
December 20

Kilashandra

Saturday, 
December 21

The 
Healys

Friday, 
December 13

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

Saturday, 
December 14

Dee
Reilly

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The Select-
board last week for a hybrid meeting 
and met with Police Chief Jennifer 
Gunderson to renew her contract and 
held two public hearings.

Chair Andrea Miles held the De-
cember 3 meeting, and she was ac-
companied by Vice Chair Jeff Cyr, 
Clerk Carol Constant, members Re-
nee Sweeney and Nicole Casolari, 
and Town Administrator Lisa Wong.

Police Chief Contract 
“We have one of the best chiefs 

there is, definitely in the state,” said 
Wong. “I am very satisfied with her 
performance, and I look forward to a 
third three-year contract.”

Since being sworn in in January 
of 2019, Chief Gunderson entered 
her first three-year contract, and 
came to the Selectboard to be ap-
proved for a third three-year contact 
which will begin in January of 2025. 

“The chief has been a real good 
friend… and I think you are doing 
an amazing job for the community,” 
said Jeff Cyr. 

“It’s a great team. I really con-
sider myself very lucky since I came 
into the community,” said Gunder-
son. 

The Selectboard moved to ap-
prove of the third three-year term for 
Jennifer Gunderson and thanked her 
for her work on outreach to and with 
the community. 

Hazard Mitigation 
Plan Public Hearing

In the spirit of Town Administra-
tor Lisa Wong’s desire to see more 
work in climate sustainability and 
resilience, the Selectboard opened 
up a public hearing for a hazard mit-
igation plan. 

Mimi Kaplan, the Senior Land 
Use and Environment Planner for 
the Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission to create a plan to go before 
MEMA and FEMA for approval, 
with Sharon Hart remotely.

“The town has been working on 
updating the hazard and mitigation 
plan since early 2023, when it ob-
tained a grant,” said Wong. 

Kaplan shared a presentation, 
explaining that a hazard mitigation 
plan is “any sustained action taken 
to reduce or eliminate long-term risk 
to people and property from natural 
hazards.” 

Hazard mitigation includes plan-
ning and zoning, open space pres-
ervation, education and outreach, 
and infrastructure improvements, 
and emergency preparedness in-
cludes evacuation plans, emergency 
shelters, radio and communications 
equipment, and emergency response 
drills. 

South Hadley’s hazard mitiga-
tion plan has needed an update for 
a while, and Kaplan shared a list of 
ideas to include in the new plan in 
order to secure the town more with 
this new plan. 

This included mitigation capabil-
ities like Stormwater Management 
Bylaws, burn permit regulations, 

generators at critical facilities, tree 
management, and more. 

Kaplan also shared specific vul-
nerabilities including a generator 
for Fire Department 2 and library, 
additional funding for culvert re-
placements, extreme heat that affects 
more vulnerable populations, keep-
ing in mind areas prone to flooding, 
and make sure residents are signed 
up on Civic Ready. 

The Selectboard heard from the 
public about the mitigation plans, 
expressing concerns over what kinds 
of issues may be found considering 
climate change.

Tax Classification 
Public Hearing

The members of both the Pruden-
tial Committee for Fire Departments 
1 and 2 with the Board of Assessors 
came to the Selectboard for the pub-
lic hearing of the Fiscal Year 2025 
Tax Classification. 

Associate Assessor Melissa Cou-
ture-Rimbold came on to give a pre-
sentation, laying out the open space 
discount, as well as a residential 
exemption and small commercial 
exemption that can be used to lower 
property taxes.

The property value within the 
community grew by 11.2% last year, 
and increased again this year by 
about 6.1%, as Couture-Rimbold ex-
plained, and shared the positive that 
the property values have only de-
creased three times in the last several 
years, showing a stable market. 

Selectboard extends police chief’s contract

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY JOHN WEST

Frosty comes alive
with first snow
Noah Sjöström of South Hadley makes a snow man in 
the first snow of the season.

Holiday Bazaar bargain day
SOUTH HADLEY— Center Church, UCC, 1 

Church St, is having a Holiday Bazaar bargain day 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Center 
Church had a very successful bazaar in November, yet  
are amazed what items are still available to purchase. 
Food merchandise is priced as marked, otherwise ev-
erything else is buy 1, get 2 free or 1/2 price. Come 
find a treasure that others missed. Look for pictures 
posted on Facebook and Craigslist. Before hitting the 
stores, check out the bazaar. The bazaar accept cash, 
check and Venmo.

Please see CONTRACT, page 5
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TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
2025 REFUSE & RECYCLING SCHEDULE

HOLIDAYS:  The following six holidays usually affect the collection schedule.  These are the only
Holidays which will alter curbside pickup.  The following are the six holidays in 2025:

1. New Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1st

2. Memorial Day, Monday, May 26th

3. Independence Day, Friday, July 4th

4. Labor Day, Monday, September 1st
5. Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 27th

6. Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25th

When a holiday falls on a collection day, there is no service that day, and the week’s schedule is 
moved to the following day.  Each route will be pushed forward one day following the holiday, 
with Friday’s pickup occurring on a Saturday.
Please note:  The Police Department accepts unwanted medications and medical sharps in special kiosks in the lobby 24/7.

 

Route #1-Wednesday 2025

January.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 22
February. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..5, 19
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 19
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2, 16, 30
May . .                              14, 29
June . . . . . . . .                  11, 25
July. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9, 23
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 6, 20
September . . . . .                 4, 17
October . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 15, 29
November. . . . . . . . . … .12, 26
December . . . . . .              10, 24

Route #2 – Thursday 2025

January . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9, 23
February . . . . . . . . . . . .. .6, 20
March. . . . . . . . . . . .. . … 6, 20
April . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 3, 17
May . . . . . . .               1, 15, 30
June . . . . . . .. ………….12, 26
July. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10, 24
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7, 21
September. . . . .                  5, 18
October . . . . . . . . . . . .2, 16, 30
November. . . ..               13, 28             
December . .                     11, 26

Route #3 – Friday 2025

January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 24
February. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7, 21
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..7, 21
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..4, 18
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2, 6, 31
June . . . … .                       13, 27
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. .11, 25
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .8, 22
September. .      .                   6, 19
October . . . . . . . . . .       3, 17, 31
November                          14,29
December                12, 27
          

             

Route #4 – Monday 2025

January. .                          13, 27
February. . . . . . . . . . . . .10, 24
March. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 24
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 21
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5, 19
June. . . . . . . . . . .. . .  2, 16, 30 
July. . . . . . . . . .                14, 28
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11, 25
September . . . . . . . . . . . .. .8, 22
O c t o b e r . . . . . . . . . . . …6, 20
November . . . . . . . . . .     3, 17 
December. . . . . . . .. . .  1, 15, 29

Route #5 – Tuesday 2025

January. . . . . 14, 28
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11, 25
March. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 11, 25
April                                      8, 22
May 6, 20
June                                       3, 17
July                                  1, 15, 29
August                                 12, 26
September                              9, 23
October                                  7, 21
November                              4, 18
December                         2, 16, 30  

Amherst Rd
Atwood Rd
Bach Ln
Birch Hill Rd
Camp Perkins Rd
Chapel Hill Dr
Chatham Way
Chileab Rd
College View Hts
Dickinson Farm Rd
Ethan Circle
Greenwood Ln
Hadley St
Lithia Springs Rd
Meadow Ln
No. Sycamore Knolls
Old County Rd
Pearl Ln
Pearl St.

Ashton Ln
Bartlett St
Birchwood Pl
Blueberry Bend
Burnett Av
Charon Ter
Church St
Country Ln
Cypress Dr
E. Parkview Dr
E. Red Bridge Ln
East St
Edison Dr
Julia Way
Mary Lyon Dr
Minden Pl

Art St
Belmont Av
Boynton Av
Bunker Hill St
Dale St
Dayton St
Enterprise St
Fairlawn St
Fairmont Av
Fairview St
Fulton St
Garden St
Glen St
Grove St
Henry Rd
Hildreth Av
Joan St
Kendrick St

Abbey St
Abbey Ln
Ann St
Apple Rd
Benger Av
Benoit Ln
Brigham Rd
Brook St
Carol Anne Dr
Carriage Ln
Charles St
Columbia St
Cornell St
Dartmouth St
Eagle Dr
Easy St
Forest Dr
Glenn Dr
Granby Rd
(Plains Sch to
Granby Line)

Baker St
Bombardier Av
Central Av
Cote Blvd
Douglas Av
Grace St
Granby Rd
(Plains Sch to
        Newton St)
Grandview St
Hillcrest Av
Hillcrest Pk
Hillside Av
Hollywood St
Jacob’s Way
John Ln
Lakeview Av
Laurie Av

Priestly Farms Rd
Red Ledge Rd
Roundelay Rd
Silver St
Silverwood Ter
Skinner Ln
Skinnerwoods Wy
So. Sycamore
Knolls
Sorbi Cir
Sullivan Ln
Sycamore Knolls
Sycamore Pk
The Knolls
The Meadows
Titans Pier Rd
Wellesley Cir
Woodbridge St
Woodbridge Ter

Route #6 –Wednesday 2025

January  . . . .                  2, 15, 29
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12, 26
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12, 26
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 9, 23
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  . .7, 21
June. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .4, 18
July . . . . . . . . . . . .         2, 16, 30
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..13, 27
September . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 24
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8, 22
November . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 5, 19
December . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 17, 31

Alvord Pl
Berwyn St
Berwyn St Ext
Broad St
Camden St
Foch Av
Haig Av
Hunter Ter
Joffre Av
Landers St
Lansing Av
Lawn St
Lincoln Av
Lynch Pl
Maria Dr
McKinley Av
Mountain Av

Route # 7 – Thursday 2025

January . . . . . .       3, 16, 30
February . . . . . . . . .     13, 27
March. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..13, 27
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 24
May. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . … .8, 22
June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 19
July. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 17, 31
August. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14, 28
September. . . . . . . . . . . . . …11, 25
October. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, 23
November. . . . . . . . . …6, 20
December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 18

Route # 8 – Friday 2025

January . . . .                4, 17, 31
February. . . . . . . . . . . . . 14, 28
March . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 14, 28
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..11, 25
May . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 9, 23
June. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .6, 20
July . . . . . . . . .                 5, 18
August . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 15, 29
September. . . . . . .. . .. . .12, 26
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 24
November . . . ………... . .7, 21
December . . . . . . . . . . . .5, 19

Route #9 – Monday 2025

January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6, 20
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3, 17
March . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3, 17, 31
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    14, 28
May . . . . . . . …..              12, 27
June. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 9, 23
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 21
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 18
September .                      2,15,29
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13, 27
November. . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 24
December . . . . . . . . . . . . ..8, 22

Route #10 – Tuesday 2025

January. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7, 21
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 18
March. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4, 18
April. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1, 15, 29
May . . . . . .                       13, 28
June . . . . . . .                      10, 24
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..8, 22
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 19
September. . . . . .            3, 16, 30
October . . . . . . . . . . . .       14, 28
November                          11, 25
December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, 23

Morgan St
Mosier St
Newton Manor
Ohm Cir
Park St
Parkview Dr
Red Bridge Ln
Saybrook Cir
Stanton Av
Virginia Dr
Westbrook Rd
W. Parkview Dr
Wright Pl
 

Lawrence Av
Lorraine Av
Los Angeles St
Ludlow Rd
Malcomb
Marion St
Miami St
Michael Dr
Pasadena St
Paul St
Pine Hill Rd
Ralph Av
Shadowbrook Est
Stewart St
Susan Av
Tampa St
Wellington Av
 

Lexington St
Lloyd St
Lyman St
Marcel St
Midway St
Newton St 

(Mosier to Lyman)
Noel St
Olde Plains Hollow
Pittroff Av
Richview Av
Rita Cir
Stony Brook Vlg
Wildwood Ln
Woodcrest Ln
Woodlawn St

Greenacre Rd
Harvard St
Helm St
Hickory Pl
Karen Dr
Lawler Dr
Lois Ave
Lombard St
Loretta St
Lyman Ter
Lyon Green
Margaret St
McDowell Dr
Memorial Dr
Miller Av
Mt. View St
New Ludlow Rd
Oak Av
Oakwood Cir
Old Lyman Rd
 

Old Willimansett
Plainville Cir
Pond Rd
Ridge Rd
Sunset Av
Victoria Ln
W Cornell St
Willimansett St
Yale St

 

 

Bolton St
Bridge St
Carew St
Center St
East Carew St
East School St
Elm St
Gaylord St
Grant St
Graves St
Harlow St
Hartford St
Ingram St
Lamb St
Lathrop Vlg
Lesperance Ct

Applewood Ln
Bardwell St
Canal St
Carlton St
Cordes Ct
Cottage Av
Crescent Ln
Cross St
Crystal Ln
High St
Kimberly Dr
Lathrop St
Linda St
Linden Dr
Magnolia Ter

Bara Ln
Bayon Dr
Brainerd St

(Alvord to N.Main)
Brittany Rd
Cedar Ridge Rd
Chestnut Hill Rd
Cove Island Rd
Davina St
Dover Rd 
Frederick Pl 
Harwich Pl
Highland Av
Ivy Ln
Judd Av
LeBlanc Dr

Alvord St
Ashfield Ln
Brainerd St
(Newton to Alvord)
Briar Spring Ln
Bridgeman Ln
Brock Way
Brockway Ln
Buttonfield Ln
Chateau Dr 
College St
Doane Ter
Dove Hill
Edgewater Ln
Faculty Ln
Fernandes Dr 
Ferry St

Newton St
(Lyman to Rt. 202)
Overlook Rd
Park Av
Perkins St
Pershing Av
Queen Cir
Ranger St
Roosevelt Av
Viviani St
Washington Av
Wilson St
Wood Av 

Main St
(Smith to Bridge)

North St
Parker St
Pine Grove Dr
Pleasant St
Prospect St
(#8-#16)
School St
Smith St
South St
Spring St
Walnut St
Warner St

 

Main St
(Bridge to N.Main)

Maple St
North Main
(Main to 
Rotary)
Oakley Dr
Prospect St

(#24-#57)

Scott Hollow Dr
Summit St
Taylor St
West Main St
West Summit St
Young Cir
 

Main St
(West end)

Normandy Rd
No. Main St
(West Summit to                  
Brainerd)
Pheasant Run
Pynchon Rd
River Rd 

(Lower end)
Searle Rd
Strong Farm Ln
Tigger Ln
Valley View Dr
Waite Av
White Brook Ln

Jewett Ln
Leahey Av
Meadowood Dr
Misty Ct
Pheasant Ln
Pine St
Promenade Way
River Crest Way
River Lodge Rd
Riverboat Vlg
San Souci Dr
Skyline Dr
Spring Meadows
Steven Dr
Stonegate Dr
Sunrise Cir
Upper River Rd
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LETTERS
POLICY

Was your IRMAA 
article incorrect?

 
Dear Rusty: 
In a recent article about Medicare’s 

“Income-Related Monthly Adjustment 
Amount” and how IRMAA affects Social 
Security taxes, you described which income 
gets included in the IRMAA calculation. 
You said it is “your combined income from 
all sources, including 50 % of the SS bene-
fits you receive.” That 50% number might 
be true in some cases, but I think a more ac-
curate, general answer is that “your taxable 
SS benefit is what gets added to IRMAA.” 
For example, we have enough income ev-
ery year that we are always taxed at 85% of 
our SS benefit, so 85% of our SS values get 
added to our IRMAA. The way your answer 
reads, a reader of the article might think ev-
eryone has 50% of their SS benefit added to 
IRMAA. 

Signed: IRMAA Victim 
 

Dear IRMAA Victim: 
I think you may have confused two 

terms I used when describing Medicare’s 
“Income-Related Monthly Adjustment 
Amount” or “IRMAA.” I also used the 
term “MAGI” (Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income), and it’s important to distinguish 
between those two terms.  

MAGI is what determines if the IRMAA 
provision applies, and IRMAA will affect 
how much your Medicare premium is. But 
MAGI is also used for another purpose - 
to see if your SS benefits are taxable. Your 
MAGI consists of your Adjusted Gross In-
come (AGI) from your income tax return, 
plus any non-taxable interest you may have 
had, plus 50% of the SS benefits you re-
ceived during the tax year 

IRMAA is a factor which will increase 
your monthly Medicare premium if your 
MAGI is over certain thresholds for your tax 
filing status. MAGI is used to determine if 
a higher Medicare premium applies, and it 
is also used to see if your SS benefits are 
subject to income tax.  

Your MAGI does, indeed, always use 
only 50% of the SS benefits you received 
during the tax year (not 85% in some cases). 
That’s because the SS contributions includ-
ed in MAGI relate to SS contributions your 

employer paid on your behalf. Only 
half of your received SS benefits are 
used to determine MAGI because 
that’s the amount of your SS bene-
fits attributable to your employer’s 
contributions. Said another way, the 
SS payroll tax you personally paid 
while working was from your taxable 

income, so it is not included in MAGI. But 
the amount your employer contributed was 
not taxable by the IRS and, thus, is includ-
ed in MAGI. So, it’s the portion of your SS 
benefits attributable to your employer which 
is included in MAGI. Thus, the terminology 
that MAGI is “your combined income from 
all sources, including 50% of the SS benefits 
you received during the tax year” is correct. 
MAGI is what determines how much of your 
SS benefits are taxable, but your MAGI also 
determines if IRMAA applies to your Medi-
care premiums.  

Your benefits are taxable if, as a mar-
ried couple filing jointly, your total MAGI 
exceeds $32,000. If your MAGI is over the 
first threshold but less than the 2nd thresh-
old ($44,000 for married filers) then 50% 
of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year are included as part of your income 
taxable by the IRS. But if your MAGI goes 
over the 2nd threshold ($44,000 for married 
filers) then up to 85% of the SS benefits you 
received during the tax year will be included 
as part of your income taxable by the IRS. 

In short, MAGI determines how much 
of your income is subject to taxation. But 
MAGI is also used to determine if IRMAA 
applies. And how much your MAGI exceeds 
the separate IRMAA thresholds determines 
what your Medicare premium will be.

So, the article correctly states that IR-
MAA only counts 50% of the SS benefits 
received because that is what is included in 
MAGI (which is what determines if IRMAA 
applies). But the amount of SS which may 
be taxable income by the IRS could be up to 
85% of benefits received during the tax year 
if your MAGI is high enough. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC. 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Kissing balls 
for a new porch

It’s really funny that sometimes I have to con-
sult my own columns to remember how to 
do something. 
You see, now that the front porch is done, 

there is a new area to decorate, an area well-suit-
ed for kissing balls! My daughter and I were at 
the local garden center and there were so many 
beauties for sale.  

Of course it would break my budget to buy 
one to go in the middle of each pair of columns, 
so it looks like I’ll be making them myself. 

The first thing you will need is a styrofoam 
ball. One that is six inches in diameter would 
make a good size kissing ball.  

Then gather a coat hanger and some wire 
cutters. Snip away the hook and straighten out 
the rest.  Insert it through the middle of the ball 
and bend one end as a hanger.  

About 18 inches will be showing; it will 
look better if you choose a gold colored hanger. 
If not, you can always cover it later.  

Getting the piece of wire into the dead center 
can be difficult, so use a long wooden pick to 
pre-make the hole. After that insertion will be 
easy.

Having a selection of greens on hand will 
make a pretty kissing ball. Scavenge the land-
scape for holly, yew, white pine, juniper and the 
like. Now it is time to insert clumps of greenery 
into the ball.  

Styrofoam is very durable – great for hold-
ing all of these stems, but much more difficult 
to work with than floral foam. For that reason, 
all but the most rigid stems need to be put on 
wooden picks before they can be stuck into the 
ball. 

Make small bunches of greenery about four 
inches long, holding their stems next to the pick 
and wrapping the attached wire to it. One by 
one insert these bunches into the styrofoam. 

It is best to work randomly around the ball 
– setting the dimensions if you will, rather than 
starting in one place and working out. Being 
that it is round, it will be hard to put it down 
while working on it.  

After a while you’ll get into the swing of 
things by wiring a few bunches of greens, put-
ting them in, wiring a few more and so forth. 
Finally, give it a good look. Is it a nice, round 
shape? Is there any foam showing? Where could 
it use a few berries?  

Rose hips or winterberry, or even artificial 
berries will surely brighten it up, as will strands 
of ribbon wired to a wooden pick and inserted 
into the bottom. Wired ribbon is a good choice 
since it has a little shape; less droopy so to 
speak. 

It will be surprising just how much greenery 
it takes to make a kissing ball. When I am mak-
ing wreaths or decorations of any sort I always 
continue harvesting even after I think I have 
enough, just as a bit of insurance. It’s always 
better to have extra than have to stop everything 
and go picking again. 

One little factoid for cruise ship trivia: 
“Kissing bunches” in Old England were com-
prised of two intersecting circles of greens that 
were often decorated with fruit as well as fig-
ures of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The “kissing” 
aspect came from the sprig of mistletoe that 
hung on the very bottom of the sphere – evoking 
the same response it does when hung by itself 
today.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held 
the position of staff horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

support community journalism
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Community

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2024

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - As the winter 
months settle in, Brunelle’s Marina in 
South Hadley is transforming its space into 
a hub of festive cheer and community ac-
tivity. The second annual holiday market, 
spearheaded by Maddy Brunelle, president 
and general manager of Brunelle’s Marina, 
is set to take place on Saturday, Dec. 14, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 1 Alvord St.

“When I briefly lived in another state, 
weekends were always filled with events 
and activities, which sparked an idea,” ex-
plains Brunelle. “I thought, why not use 
our space where people could shop or visit 
during the winter months?”

This inspiration led Brunelle to host 
vendor markets featuring local artists and 
artisans. Vendors, sourced through Face-
book and word of mouth, offer a wide 
range of products, including wood boards, 
ornaments, stained glass, candles, jewelry, 
energy healing systems, and baked goods. 

“While some may assume we’re only 
selling boats, our markets are much more,” 
Brunelle adds. “They cater to holiday 
shoppers looking for unique gifts and 
items for themselves or loved ones.”

The market has quickly gained pop-
ularity since its debut last year, thanks in 
part to its location next to The Boathouse. 
Brunelle notes that the brunch crowd and 
visitors enjoying the scenic views con-
tribute to the steady flow of attendees. 
This success has inspired her to introduce 
additional winter activities, including a 
wreath-making workshop.

“I’m always striving to stay current and 
offer fresh experiences,” says Brunelle. “In 
the future, I plan to host charcuterie board 

workshops, yoga sessions, kids’ activi-
ties, and even moms’ night out events.” 
With a heated showroom and ample space, 
Brunelle sees endless possibilities for cre-
ating engaging indoor winter experiences.

Winter is also a time for Brunelle’s 
Marina to focus on its core boating busi-
ness. The team works diligently to prepare 
for the upcoming season, maintaining and 
even expanding docks to ensure top-notch 
service. As a gesture of appreciation, the 
marina hosts an exclusive Dockers’ Ap-
preciation Party each year, celebrating 
customers who are part of the Brunelle’s 
Marina family.

“Our employees go above and beyond 
to maintain the docks and even build ad-
ditional ones for emergencies,” explained 
Brunelle. “Winter is a time for planning, 
and we’re excited to introduce new boating 
opportunities in the upcoming year.” De-
tails will be announced soon.

Meanwhile, the Lady Bea, a 49-pas-
senger boat offering scenic cruises on 
the Connecticut River, has opened June 
through October 2025 bookings. Brunelle 
also plans to introduce new onboard activ-
ities, emphasizing the serene beauty of the 
river.

To ensure boats are ready for the next 
season, Brunelle’s Marina offers com-
prehensive winterization services. These 
include inspections, preparation for cold 
temperatures, and shrinkwrap to protect 
against snow, wind, and pests. 

“The main goal for the next season 
and the future is to focus on elevating 
the team’s performance and maintaining 
Brunelle’s Marina as the go-to destination 
for boating and enjoying the scenic views,” 
said Brunelle. “The season doesn’t end 
with summer.”

Brunelle’s Marina hosts second 
annual Holiday Market and more

Both organizations see an uptick in 
donations and demand during the holi-
day season. NHN provides turkeys for 
Thanksgiving and other meats for Christ-
mas, while GTG focuses on distributing 
food, clothing, and toiletries. However, 
as Guarnera emphasized the need doesn’t 
just happen during the holidays.

“We would like to see the enthusi-
asm of holiday giving extend throughout 
the year,” noted Guarnera. “Through our 
membership at the Food Bank, we can 
leverage one dollar to provide three meals. 
That’s an outstanding return on the dollar, 
so we urge people to donate money. We 
recognize some want to donate tangible 
goods, and we certainly don’t turn them 
down. As I said earlier, each can, each 
box, and all dollars are deeply appreciated 
and we strive to be the best.”

Volunteers also play a vital role in cre-
ating a welcoming environment, helping 
clients navigate the pantry, and even of-
fering treats to pets.

Central to GTG’s success is the in-
volvement of students and community 
members. Judy DeLong, volunteer pro-
gram manager for GTG, highlighted the 
role students play in organizing food 
drives, checking food expiration dates, 
and stocking shelves.

This year, student Austin Smith ex-
ceeded his personal goal of collecting 

over 1,095 pounds of food by amassing 
1,166 pounds before Thanksgiving. Sim-
ilarly, students like Mia Smith and Owen 
Randall have spearheaded toiletry drives 
and other initiatives to support their peers.

“Much of the success of getting do-
nations has been having students help in 
many aspects of our program and seeing 
the need for the donations, especially 
fighting food insecurity among school-
age children,” explained DeLong.As 
NHN and GTG look to the future, they 
aim to sustain the enthusiasm of holiday 
giving throughout the year. By advocating 
at local and state levels and sharing their 
model with other districts, they hope to 
inspire broader action against food inse-
curity.

“Today our program thrives with the 
help of dedicated student involvement, 
volunteers, and outside resources where 
we can help provide for the students and 
their families. We have seen students 
thrive when given the basics as food and 
basic needs as clothing. Our program has 
been dedicated to advocating and educat-
ing on food insecurity among school-age 
students. ,” DeLong said.

This holiday season, the partnership 
between Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
and Granby to Go serves as a powerful 
reminder of what can be achieved through 
collaboration, compassion, and a shared 
commitment to helping those in need.

PARTNERSHIP from page 1

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Town
Reminder

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY— On Dec. 5, the board 
unanimously accepted the chief’s resig-
nation, including waiving the required 
60 days. Fire Chief Michael O’Neill sub-
mitted a resignation letter to the town’s 
lawyer stating that Jan. 22, 2025, will be 
his last day. 

During this time, O’Neill stated he in-
tended to use his available sick time for 
that time window. 

According to Town Administrator 
Chris Martin, according to O’Neill’s 
contract, the board can accept it imme-
diately. 

Martin recommended accepting im-
mediately.

“He’s going to be an absent chief, 
period,” he said. “You need a chain of 
command.”

Selectboard member Crystal Dufres-
ne asked what the procedure would be if 
the board accepted it immediately. 

Martin said he spoke with Deputy 
Chief Tyler Yvon and asked if he would 
be the interim chief, and he declined. 

“He feels we should try and find 
somebody from outside to serve as the 
interim chief until we can hire a perma-
nent replacement,” Martin said. “He de-
clined to be internment but was willing to 
hold the fort as deputy.”

He asked if any lieutenants were in-
terested as well. 

Martin also asked if he had any rec-
ommendations of who could serve and 
mentioned the former South Hadley Dis-
trict #2 Chief Todd Calkins. 

“I don’t know if he’d want to come 

for a short-term basis just to guide the 
ship until we can find a replacement,” he 
said. 

Selectboard member Glen Sexton 
said he wanted to wait rather than accept 
the resignation immediately. 

“I was hoping that the deputy chief 
would take it on for a little bit,” he said. 

Assistant Fire Chief Joe Fernandes 
came before the board at its Dec. 5 meet-
ing. 

Sexton asked the difference between 
an assistant chief and a deputy chief.

“Technically, if the chief is not pres-
ent, the top two tiers have the right to 
make decisions to keep the department 
moving forward,” he said. “So, on Tues-
day night, the deputy chief and I met with 
a huge part of the body, and we reviewed 
the situation.”

There are 39 active members. The 
staffing is already scheduled for Decem-
ber, and they are working on January. 

“The next thing we have to work on is 
the budget going,” he said. He added that 
he’d contacted retired fire chiefs to see if 
someone could do the day-to-day. 

“We need to move as fast as possible 
to fill that because you can’t put all the 
burden on the only six full-timers be-
cause they have to do calls,” Fernandes 
said. 

Sexton said his concern is that before 
an interim chief, there is one person re-
sponsible for the department.

The board advised Martin to use the 
previous job description on Monster.com 
but update the salary and due date to Jan. 
14, 2025.

The board will decide on a hiring 
committee at its next meeting.

Granby Fire Chief resigns
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Thou __ do it
  6. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
  9. Brainstem part
 13. Town in New York 

state
 14. Little (Spanish)
 15. Continent
 16. Retch
 17. Short-billed rails
 18. Small period of time 

(abbr.)
 19. Confused
 21. A team needs one
 22. Woman in ancient 

times
 23. Republican Party
 24. Spanish be
 25. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 28. Not around
 29. City in Zambia
 31. A type of beginning
 33. Numb
 36. Gurus
 38. Small, gray-headed 

crow
 39. Vehicle type
 41. Disorders
 44. One point east of 

southeast
 45. Indian soldier
 46. Tree type
 48. Midway between 

south and southeast
 49. It cools your home
 51. Corn comes on it
 52. Ship’s deck
 54. A way to bake
 56. Improvised
 60. Butterfly genus
 61. Baseball fields have 

them
 62. Designated space
 63. Discharge
 64. Two of something
 65. Once more
 66. Part of your face
 67. Tax collector
 68. Cassia tree

CLUES DOWN
  1. One-time Aaron 

Rodgers target
  2. Wings
  3. Overly studious person
  4. They protect your 

valuables
  5. The Volunteer State
  6. Non-hydraulic cement
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Jackson and Diddley 

are two
  9. Splendid displays
 10. Mountain in NE Greece
 11. A daughter or your 

brother or sister
 12. German surname
 14. Having more than one 

husband at a time
 17. Romanian city
 20. Energy
 21. Makes less hot
 23. Gas diffusion electrode
 25. Former CIA
 26. Set an example for 

others
 27. Support of a particular 

person
 29. One from the Big 

Apple
 30. Mountain range
 32. Violate the sanctity of 

something
 34. Supervises flying
 35. Talks
 37. Persian male given 

name
 40. Born  of
 42. Forcibly take one’s 

possessions
 43. Discounts
 47. Knockouts
 49. Posh Colorado 

destination
 50. Form of therapy
 52. British rock band
 53. Type of virus (abbr.)
 55. The U. of Miami 

mascot is one
 56. Volcanic crater
 57. Middle Eastern nation
 58. Sinn __, Irish 

organization
 59. Ethiopian lake
 61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
 65. Equally

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23 - 27

www.turley.com

However, this means that owners of an 
average single-family home here in South 
Hadley will see an increase of about $105 
to their tax bills, jumping from $5,361 
in FY24 to $5,467 in FY25, making it a 
1.97% increase. 

Regarding the tax rates for the Fire 
Districts and their surrounding residents, 
Fire District 1’s is seeing a drop in their 
tax rate from $2.24 to $1.96, and Fire Dis-
trict 2’s will see an increase in their tax 
rate from $2.18 to $2.23. 

The Selectboard and the Prudential 
Committee unanimously voted in favor 
of a one-for-all class of property for the 
Fiscal Year 2025 taxes. 

Master Plan 
Miles shared that there is a new liaison 

from the Selectboard to the Master Plan 
Implementation Committee is needed. 

Renee Sweeney, who was once the li-
aison, had to step away from the position, 
and Carol Constant agreed to take on the 
role as liaison. 

“One of the things that the board will 
continue to work on, is continuing to work 
on the DEI Project,” said Wong.

She shared that she wanted to see the 
next big push from the community to be on 
climate and sustainability, especially after 
receiving the Green Community status. 

“We would look at initiating some 
training, looking at some grants, but trying 
to figure out how to integrate that,” said 
Wong.

CONTRACT from page 2

Events at SHPL
SOUTH HADLEY— The South Had-

ley Public Library will be hosting many 
events throughout December, for a full 
schedule or to register please visit www.
shadleylib.org. For those that are feeling 
generous or want to help locally this hol-
iday season, South Hadley Public Library 
is accepting food and toiletry donations 
for Neighbors Helping Neighbors. The 
local food pantry is seeking much needed 
soup, hot and cold cereal, canned meat, 
tomato products, shampoo, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, deodorant and women’s 
hygiene products. Please check the dates 
on food items and do not bring any ex-
pired items. Drop items off in the gift 
boxes under the tree by the elevator.

 
Adult Programs at SHPL

Come on down and bring a com-
plete puzzle for our Jigsaw Puzzle Swap 
happening on Saturday, Dec. 14 at 10 
a.m. Drop off a complete puzzle through 
Friday, Dec. 13 at the Library Front Desk. 
Get a ticket for each puzzle dropped off. 
All the puzzles will be available the morn-
ing of the swap, just bring the ticket to 
swap for the number of puzzles brought.

 A Night of Classical Vibes with Da-
vid Van Tassel on Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 
6 p.m. This is a night of classical and clas-
sically inspired music. Van Tassel, who is 
now 16, has been passionately studying 
music since he was 3 years old and piano 
since he was 9 years old. He especially 
loves the musical compositions of Franz 

Liszt, Fredric Chopin, and Sergei Rach-
maninoff. Come sit back, enjoy the live 
pianist, and forget the day’s troubles.

 
Children’s Programs at SHPL

Solstice Storytime on Friday, Dec. 20, 
and Winter Storytime on Friday, Dec. 27, 
both at 4 p.m., in addition to all the regu-
lar weekly Storytimes, rhyme times, play-
group (including a Saturday playgroup on 
Dec. 28), Comics & Crafts, and Lego & 
Games.

  Don’t miss the special events this 
month:

Colorful Clay Tiles Workshop  on 
Monday, Dec. 30 at 2:00 for kids ages 

8-18
Stuffed Animal Sleepover taking place 

Monday, December 30 through Tuesday, 
Dec. 31

Countdown to Noon Year  party on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 from 10 a.m. to noon.

  Visit the library anytime to bor-
row an item from the  STEM collection, 
the  Chemistry Adventure  program, or 
check out the puzzle swap. During school 
vacation, the library also has a  Winter 
Scavenger Hunt  around the children’s 
area. This month, the coloring table will 
have paper strips so little artists can make 
paper chains; bring them home for dec-
oration, or add them to the library paper 

chain. 
 

Teen Programs at SHPL
 There is a different game selection for 

this month’s Xbox1 sessions on Tuesdays, 
Dec. 17 at 3:30 p.m. This month features 
a new program with Magic the Gathering 
on Saturday, Dec.14 from 10:45 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. Come play Magic with new 
friends. This month there will not have 
the Teen Night Craft. Instead, there will 
be afternoon craft,  DIY Disco Balls on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 4 p.m.

 The Teen Takeaway craft this month 
is Winter Mason Jar. See Bethany for 
more details or to sign up. Patrons only 
need to sign up once. Teen Takeaways are 
available every month. Reach out with 
any questions through email (broberts@
cwmars.org) or call the library 538-5045 
and ask for Bethany. See the Teen Room 
door for more information. 

 
Gaylord Memorial Library Programs

Come check out our newly expanded 
Seed Library.  Thanks to a donation of 
seeds from Rocky’s Ace Hardware, there 
will be lots to choose from, especially 
vegetables.

 For kids, we have Story Time every 
Friday at 10:30 a.m. with Miss Janet. 

Open Crafts for Kids is on Thurs-
day, Dec. 19 from 3 to 6 p.m. and Lego 
Club  meeting  Thursday, Dec. 26 from 
3 to 6 p.m. On  Saturday, Dec. 21 from 
10:15 to 11:45 a.m.   join in for Holiday 
Games  like dreidel and pin the nose on 
Rudolph. 

SOUTH HADLEY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOUTH HADLEY— During the fes-
tive month of December, the main library, 
2 Canal St., will be accepting more than 
just book donations. For those that are 
feeling generous or want to help out lo-
cally this holiday season, the library is 
accepting food and toiletry donations for 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, Inc., a cli-
ent-choice food pantry in South Hadley 
that serves over 150 families in South Had-
ley and Granby.

With more and more people experi-

encing economic hardship and needing 
food assistance, please consider donating.  
NHN is seeking much needed soup, hot 
and cold cereal, canned meat, tomato prod-
ucts, shampoo, toothbrushes and tooth-
paste, deodorant and women’s hygiene 
products, drop items off in the gift boxes 
under our tree by the elevator. Individuals 
may also make monetary donations instead 
by clicking the Donate button on nhnfood-
pantry.org or their Facebook page.  Please 
no expired items. 

‘Tis the Season for Giving
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support them by providing events 
where they can get to know each oth-
er outside of the classroom. 

“I love helping with the children 
and supporting the teachers,” said 
Leslie Baran, the PTO’s Treasurer 
and a former teacher. 

“I really enjoy being able to serve 
the community,” said Rebecca Rob-
inson. 

The PTO has a candy cane grams 
program, where kids and their par-
ents can purchase a gram to send to 
someone else, and the money goes 
back into creating events for the stu-
dents and teachers to enjoy. 

“It’s about helping the schools 
and engaging with the community,” 
said the PTO co-chair Audrey Siu-
dak. “It’s so I can be involved with 
the school my kid is in. We’re trying 
to give back to the schools in any way 
we can.” 

The PTO is also selling umbrellas 
and stickers with the school logo on 
it, so that you can carry around your 
school spirit with you wherever you 
go. 

The PTO works hard to ensure 

that the students and teachers can 
have some time to pause and have 
some time to participate in something 
fun that normally wouldn’t be able to 
be found inside the classroom. 

“It’s a lot of fun to see families 
and the community coming together 
to help the schools,” said co-chair 
Elizabeth LaGuerre.

“It’s a fun group and bunch of us, 
and we really enjoy putting things to-
gether for the kids,” said Maria Ross. 

The teachers really benefit from 
these special PTO events especial-
ly and make it so that they can see 
the kids outside of a teacher-student 
setting and relationship, which helps 
them learn more about the kids in 
their classroom, and how to interact 
with them.

“I’m a teacher, so I get to know 
the parents in a capacity I normally 
wouldn’t,” said Sara McNutt. “It’s 
nice to be able to put things together 
for the kids, including my own.”

“Being able to create events that 
bring the community to the schools is 
my favorite part,” said Erica Marsh. 

The Ice Cream with Santa night 
was just one of many events that 
the PTO has put together, and with 

the services of photographer Brian 
Marsh taking professional photos 
with Santa, it made the night even 
more special. 

You can find the PTO on Face-
book, and they are always looking 
for volunteers to come and help make 
these events possible, like the parents 
who brought toppings for the ice 
cream sundaes. 

The holiday season is meant to be 
a time of giving, and coming together 
as friends and family, and whether it 
be at home, or ice cream sundaes with 
Santa, there’s no end to what you can 
do to make this season magical. 

ICE CREAM
with Santawith Santa

ICE CREAM from page 1

Members of the Granby Public School’s PTO 
taking a break to enjoy some ice cream, too!

Isabela and Sofia showing off their fabulous face paint 
during their photo with Santa.

Jaxon, Jason, and Lucy taking a photo with Santa. 

Santa Claus needs some ice cream, too!

The high schoolers who volunteered for the night to help the kids make some ice cream sundaes. 

Sitting together at the table at the end of a wonderful night eating ice cream and 
meeting Santa.

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
The Granby PTO all together in their festive sweaters, hats, and leggings with Santa.
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It ’s okay to not  want  It ’s okay to not  want  
to stay in one spot!to stay in one spot!

“This iconic community event 
has grown each year and continues 
to be well attended. It truly is an 
amazing feeling to keep this tradi-
tion going,” said Zebrowski.  

The DPW worked to help with 
snow and ice removal last minute 
after the unexpected snow storm 
last week, and an officer from the 
police department set up a table and 
tent, complete with coloring pages 
of new comfort dog Murphy. 

“As I look back it was such a 
frigid night and yet the Commons 
were bursting with families. I am 
grateful to the businesses, the 
South Hadley Electric light Depart-
ment, Police Department, Fire De-
partment, DPW and, the volunteers 
including the Board of Directors, 
Staff and committee members from 
the SHG Chamber for bundling up, 
supporting and helping to make 
this a success,” said Zebrowski. 

Kids got to get some hot cocoa 
and get their faces painted, create 
some special crafts, and so much 
more as they waited excited to wel-
come Santa Claus aboard the Dis-
trict 2 Fire Engine. 

“I am so proud and grateful to 
be part of a community that stands 
together and supports each other on 
a daily basis,” said Zebrowski. “I 
look forward to  the Joy and Holi-
day Spirit this  brings to our amaz-
ing community.” 

While every year there is tree 

lighting, entertainment, and pho-
tos with Santa and Mrs. Claus, the 
Tower Theater came to offer kids 
a choice of two holiday specials 
to enjoy, including Troll’s Holiday 
and Angela’s Christmas. 

The hard work put in by the 
community, and its local business-
es, highlights the dedication of the 
community, and fellowship found 
within a tight-knit community. 

Christmas season
Annual holidayy stroll celebrates the

STROLL from page 1

From Florence Bank, Bridget Champagne, Nicolle 
Marceau, and Katie Myslinski having a good night and 
sharing some well-desired hand warmers on a cold night

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Israel and Sophia taking a photo with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. 

Tryston Tolliver, Lisa Foley, and Sandy Leclair with 
Polish National Credit Union giving out fun treats to 
share with kids.

Representatives from People’s Bank taking a photo with Frosty the 
Snowman: Emily Kyser, Melanie White Lindsay Santana, and Anthony Penna.

From Tree of Life Early Learning Center, Tracie Kennedy, 
Madison Kennedy, and Smantha Kowel with the Grinch.
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

$289

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM
BONELESS WHOLE...........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FRESH
HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORK LOIN
WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES ........

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC . $139

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ...................... $279

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
SKINLESS SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ....................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE for 
STANDING ROAST

$988
lb

WHOLE or 
HALF

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

SALE 
DATES:  

12/12/24-
12/18/24

OPEN 
12/22 

SUNDAY 
8AM-1PM

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$1089
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

$599
lb

LEG 
LAMB

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF 
GOURMET CAKES & DESSERTS

$999

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .............
CAPONS ...........................
CORNISH GAME HEN .......

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

$169
lb

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S
MANICOTI w/ RICOTTA 40 OZ

$499

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BOS’N

CALAMARI 2 1/2 LB BAG .....

lb

ea

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1999

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...... ea

$149USDA INSP. FROZEN COOK’S

HAM PORTIONS BUTT & SHANK lb

$199USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

HAM DINNER AVERAGE 5 LB lb

CUT 
FREE

CUT 
FREE

$1499
lb

FROZEN IMPORTED

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

 LEG 
RACKS

$599
lb

$279
lb

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call/Text:
413-537-7156

Email: 
MatgoServices@gmail.com

Let it Snow, 
We Gotcha Covered!

WE 
SHOW 

UP!

Matgo Services Co.

Members of the Buttery Brook Commission, Reilly Malone, Kim Prough, Kristina 
Malone, and David Bernier. 

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
A special family photo with Santa.

The O’Connor family, with Sargeant Barry O’Connor and 
Lily, Abby, and Brady at the Police Department’s table, 
with coloring pages of new comfort dog Murphy.

TOP: The lighted 
tree, and people 
carving paths 
through the snow, 
truly setting the 
mood for the 
Christmas season.

LEFT: The 
Berkshire Hills 
Music Academy 
playing some 
classic holiday 
carols from the 
gazebo.
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SPORTS
Hockey co-op looks Hockey co-op looks 

for better seasonfor better season

CHICOPEE – Last year, Chicopee’s co-
op ice hockey team had a tough first sea-
son together. The Pacers won just one game 
with five schools combining to form one 
team. This year, starting with Saint Paul this 
Saturday afternoon, the Pacers hope to start 
a winning campaign. The Pacers then travel 
to Amherst on Dec. 19. The co-op consists 
of players from Chicopee, Chicopee Com-
prehensive, South Hadley, Granby, and the 
Pioneer Valley Chinese Immersion School. 
Their home games are played at Fitzpatrick 
Rink.

Their first 
league game 
is against 
Amherst-
Pathfinder co-op 
next week.

Chicopee’s co-op faced Minnechaug 
in scrimmage action last Friday.

The co-op hopes to have an improved season after 
struggling last year.

For the second 
straight year, 
Chicopee will co-op 
with four other schools.

Their season opener is against Eastern Mass. opponent Saint Paul.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

PALMER – If you go on the 
Arbiter Live website to look at 
your favorite team’s schedule, 
you will notice the end of every 
season has anywhere from one to 
three “filler dates.”

These filler dates were the 
subject of lawsuits filed by 
Minnechaug and Monson High 
Schools after their failure to 
comply with the rule resulted in 
forfeits being assigned to Mon-
son, Minnechaug, and Pathfinder 
for either Western Mass. or non-
playoff games played following 
the end of the regular seasons.

The forfeits were meaning-
ful in terms of determining the 
schools’ power ranking for the 
state tournament. Minnechaug 
and Monson were successful in 
securing a court injunction and 
did not take the forfeits. Path-
finder did not attempt to use le-
gal means to reverse the forfeits, 
and the boys soccer team made 

the Western Mass. finals, which 
means they won two games af-
ter the regular season that were 
changed to losses for their MIAA 
ranking.

More than a dozen other 
schools including Northampton 
also were affected by the issue. 
Many other schools that did not 
have playoff teams, found them-
selves unaffected by the issue. 
But now, nearly every school as 
of this week had placed filler 
games at the end of their regular 
season.

Agawam High School Ath-
letic Director Karen Gomez said 
filler dates were also placed on 
many wrestling schedules to 
comply with the MIAA’s rules 
on determining how many play-
able dates a team is having.

Though it is not strictly en-
forced as of yet, more enforce-
ment of posting varsity rosters 
on the Arbiter site could be down 
the line.

“Rosters are supposed to be 
posted and updated,” Gomez 

said. “They are used to deter-
mine rosters when it comes to 
the playoffs as well.”

Gomez says she has to back 
on the site and make sure rosters 
are updated for the playoffs to 
ensure JV players added to ros-
ters for tournament are included.

When looking at an individu-
al team’s schedules, most teams 
play 16 to 18 regular season con-
tests. The filler dates are then re-
placed by Western Mass. playoff 
games or “nonplayoff” games. 
Some of those nonplayoff games 
are needed, however. A team that 
finishes the regular season with a 
7-9 record can get into the state 
tournament with a .500 record. 
The nonplayoff games played by 
that team then mean something 
as they can use them to finish 
season 9-9 and qualify.

The Arbiter website is exclu-
sively used now for schedules, 
rosters, and score postings. The 
results are used by the MIAA 
to quantify Power Rankings for 
tournament seeds.

WESTFIELD — Three 
Owls were named to All-Con-
ference honors this week by the 
Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference headlined 
by Westfield State goalkeep-
er Luke Theroux (Chicopee, 
Mass.) after being named to 
first-team all-conference.

As this weekend to remem-
ber wraps up for the newly 
crowned MASCAC men’s 
soccer champions, the West-
field State Owls, more awards 
are coming their way. Theroux 
was named first-team all con-
ference goalie, Sonny Mazza 
(East Longmeadow, Mass.) 
was awarded second-team 
midfielder, and Charlie Anis-
chik (South Hadley, Mass.) 
was awarded second-team de-
fense.

Theroux has been award-
ed first-team all-conference 
goalie honors in just his soph-
omore season. Theroux tallied 
a stat line of 18 goals against, 
a 1.26 goals against average, 
74 saves, a .804 save per-
centage, and eight wins with 
five of those wins coming as 

shutouts. Theroux was even 
better in his intra-conference 
regular season play. In seven 
games, Theroux sported a 4-1-
2 record, a 0.80 GAA, and 41 
saves for a .891 save percent-
age. All of Theroux’s con-
ference regular season wins 
were shutouts. Theroux cut his 
goals-against in half from last 
fall as he let in 35 a year ago. 
He also improved his save per-
centage .063 percent from last 
year, with one more win and 
three more shutouts. Theroux 
was second in the MASCAC 
in saves, third in save percent-
age, and fourth in goals against 
average.

Mazza has been named a 
second-team midfielder and 
this is Mazza’s first bid to 
all-conference honors. Maz-
za tallied ten total points this 
season on three goals and four 
assists. Mazza improved this 
season as he had one more 
point and assist from a sea-
son ago but scored two game 
winning goals compared to 

Lawsuits lead to more 
compliance of scheduling rule

COLLEGE:

Anischik makes second-team

Please see COLLEGE, page 13
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Granby
 

Boys Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 12 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Gardner 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Ware 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Hoosac 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Home South Hadley 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 12 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
 
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Lee 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Athol 9 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Ludlow 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Lee 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Hampshire 1:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Hopkins 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Southwick 7 p.m.

Ice Hockey (co-op)
 
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Saint Paul 5 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Amherst 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Away Peabody 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 26 Away Southwick 1 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Agawam 3 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Home Oakmont 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Easthampton 2 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Taconic 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Montachusett 5 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Southwick 3 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Easthampton 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Home East Boston 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 Home East Boston 3:50 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15 Away Assabet  5 p.m.
  Valley Tech 

Wrestling
 
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Knight-Hawk
  Tournament 10 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Away SICS 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Monument Mtn. 8 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Home Smith Voke 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away Norton 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Frontier 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Quabbin Duals 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Franklin Tech  9 a.m.
  Duals
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Away Athol 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Mt. Greylock  9 a.m.
  Tournament 
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Mahar 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Southington, CT 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Home Franklin Tech 7 p.m.

South Hadley 
Boys Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 12 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away Baystate 7 p.m.
  Academy
Friday, Dec. 20 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Home Bethlehem  12 p.m.
  Central 
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Hoosac 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home Northampton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home Baystate 7 p.m.
  Academy
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Frontier 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Home Hoosac 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Amherst 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Greenfield 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Granby 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 12 Home Wahconah 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Northampton 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Hampshire 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Amherst 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Chicopee Comp. 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Away Taconic 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Amherst 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Hoosac 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Taconic 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Away Wahconah 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Hampshire 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Hoosac 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Drury 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Home Quaboag 7 p.m.

Ice Hockey (co-op)

Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Saint Paul 5 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Amherst 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Away Peabody 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 26 Away Southwick 1 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Agawam 3 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Home Oakmont 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Easthampton 2 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Taconic 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Montachusett 5 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Southwick 3 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Easthampton 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Home East Boston 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 Home East Boston 3:50 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15 Away Assabet Valley 5 p.m.
  Tech

Swimming (co-op with Holyoke)

Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Turners Falls 4 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Minnechaug 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Monson 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Chicopee 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Renaissance 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Turners Falls 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Renaissance 4 p.m.

Wrestling

Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Knight-Hawk 10 a.m.
  Tournament
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Duggan 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Away Mohawk Duals 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Mahar 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Quabbin Duals 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Home Granby 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Away Frontier 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Mt. Greylock
  Tournament 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Athol 6:30 p.m.

Sports

VarsityVarsity
T-Birds stay on track 
with big OT win

SPRINGFIELD  — The Springfield Thunderbirds 
(12-9-1-0) clawed back from 1-0 down after 40 minutes 
and emerged with a 2-1 overtime victory over the Rock-
ford IceHogs (8-10-3-0) before a sold-out crowd of 6,793 
on Saturday night at the MassMutual Center. 

After the two clubs exchanged chances in the opening 
five minutes, the opening period brought very little in the 
way of offense against Springfield netminder Vadim Zhe-
renko or Rockford goalie Mitchell Weeks. 

The T-Birds were uncharacteristically sloppy in the 
defensive zone, and a pivotal turnover at 2:59 of the sec-
ond period resulted in Rockford's opening goal as Cole 
Guttman picked off a loose puck in the middle of the 
zone and slipped a five-hole shot through Zherenko to 
make it 1-0 IceHogs. It marked the first time in eight 
games that the T-Birds allowed the first goal of a game.

Offense did not come easily for Springfield, as the 
home team was outshot 16-6 in the middle period. Zhe-
renko was at his best, making a pair of other breakaway 
saves on Guttman among his 24 denials through 40 min-
utes of play. 

Zherenko rose up to make a game-changing stop in 
the opening seconds of the third, as he stretched out with 
the left leg to stonewall Samuel Savoie on a breakaway 
bid to keep the score at 1-0.

Less than three minutes later, Tyler Tucker continued 
his torrid goal-scoring weekend, flipping a point shot 
over Weeks on the glove side, bringing about a Teddy 
Bear storm and equalizing the game, 1-1.

It appeared as if the Thunderbirds had taken the lead 
just a few moments later when a Michael Buchinger shot 
bounded high in the air and into the blue paint. Matthew 
Peca jabbed the loose puck across the goal line, seeming-
ly making it a 2-1 Springfield lead. Despite being called 
a goal on the ice, the officials gathered and ultimately 
waved off the tally, and the 1-1 tie carried to the end of 
regulation.

The T-Birds rewarded their netminder in the extra 
session at 3:42 with their 19-year-old phenom stepping 
into the spotlight. After Aleksanteri Kaskimaki fed the 
puck through neutral ice to Dalibor Dvorsky, a 2-on-1 
developed with Tucker joining the rush. Dvorsky pa-
tiently curled the puck to the middle of the ice around a 
sprawled defender before launching a perfect shot glove-
side on Weeks to give Springfield its second overtime 
win in as many nights.

The rookie's team-leading 10th goal of the season 
also went down as his first overtime game-winner as a 
pro. Springfield has now won four straight games and is 
8-1-1 in its last ten games, springboarding the team into 
third place in the Atlantic Division standings.

The T-Birds next embark on one of their longest road 
trips of the season, beginning with a Saturday contest in 
Wilkes-Barre against the Penguins on Dec. 14 at 6:05 
p.m. at Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza.

Worcester Railers fall 
to Maine Mariners

WORCESTER – The Railers 4-3 loss to Maine Sat-
urday night dropped their record at the DCU Center to 
3-6-1 in 2024-25. That compares with a .500 mark on the 
road at 6-6-0.

There is no logic to it, nor is there any specific area or 
areas that Worcester needs to be better at.

“I don’t think there is any one thing you can put on 
that,” coach Bob Deraney said. “There is nothing that 
significant that says why we’ve been better on the road 
than at home.”

Some of the Railers’ home losses have been lopsided 
and interesting. This one was headed that way but turned 
out to have a thrilling, if disappointing, finish.

Worcester fell behind early, 2-0 and the Mariners 
eventually stretched that lead to 4-1. Then the Railers 
came alive late in the third period, scoring goals at 11:07 
and 18:29,  but could overcome the early deficit.

Griffin Loughran, Anthony Repaci and Anthony 
Callin had the Worcester goals. Owen Pederson, Justin 
Bean, Jimmy Lambert and Matthew Philip scored for the 
Mariners, who snapped a four-game losing streak.

Callin was one of the Railers best players last season. 
His goal late in the third period was a beauty, a high hard 
snap shot from the right circle with Worcester having an 
extra skater, and his first of the year.

“I think it’s huge,” Deraney said of that goal. “I know 
it’s been weighing on him. He’s been second-guessing 
himself, gripping the stick too tight, all those things that 
happen to a guy who cares so much and wants to contrib-
ute to the team.”

Please see RAILERS, page 13
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

Cinderella, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
Mother Goose, and many more, her books 
make an excellent gift and opportunity for 
kids to see and hold a book of beautiful art. 

Sanderson was hosted by the South 
Hadley Public Library on Monday, and 
there she had her books to sell, as well as 
art prints, tasty treats, and signed and wrote 
a message to each person who purchased a 
book inside the front cover.

Sanderson has been writing for about 
thirty years, and illustrating books for 
countless authors for over forty-five, her 
love for art only growing with each book. 

“I’ve always had a passion for it,” 
Sanderson said. “From the time I was very 
young, all I wanted to do was draw. I love 
detail work, and I would sit and draw each 
blade of grass.” 

Her love for fine details and realism in 
her work is reflected in where her inspira-
tion is drawn from great artists like N.C. 
Wyeth and Norman Rockwell. 

She was also inspired by the works of 
the Hudson River School, and found 
encouragement from her professors 
ar The Paier School in Connecticut, 
where she got a degree in art. 

“I didn’t really need much encour-
agement. It’s all I wanted to do, and to 
be able to do it full time is a wonderful 
blessing,” said Sanderson. 

She found a love in recreating 
and retelling many well-
known fairytales, 

but wrote many of her own, including A 
Castle Full of Cats, A Storm of Horses, 
and a collection of her artwork in a volume 
called Golden Dreams: The Art of Ruth 
Sanderson. 

She also recently released a new 2025 
calendar, filled with her beautiful portraits 
of unicorns, and illustrated two new chil-
dren’s books written by her daughter, Whit-
ney Sanderson. 

Good Morning Farm Animals and 
Good Night Farm Animals, written by 
Whiteney Sanderson, showcase the talent 
of this mother-daughter team, and you can 
find a special story time on January 4, 2025 
at 10:30 a.m. to hear them both. 

Ruth Sanderson’s first ever book was an 
illustrated 75th anniversary edition of The 
Little Engine that Could in 1976, and from 
there, she went on to illustrate many, many 
more. 

“My favorite part is the planning stages, 
putting together story boards to organize 
the drawing, and then see it get executed in 

the final piece,” Sanderson said. 
 Twenty-one framed piec-

es of her art work is hung up 
in a gallery in the commu-
nity room of the library, 

and will stay hung up 
until the end of January, 
so be sure to stop by to 

admire her exquisite 
detail work, and try 
to guess which sto-
ries the paintings are 
from. 

A ship sailing towards a sunset, and certain adventure, 
from The Golden Mare, the Firebird, and the Magic Ring.

A magnificent firebird from The Golden Mare, the 
Firebird, and the Magic Ring taking flight.

The Snow Queen, majestic and regal, with a polar bear. 

AUTHOR from page 1

Two whimsical pieces from the Mother 
Goose collection of stories.

The magic of Cinderella’s encounter 
with her fairy godmother painted with 
brilliant details.

Signing A Castle Full of Cats with a 
personalized message and a little doodle 
of a cat.

Sanderson’s beuaitufl art pieces for her 
retelling of Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears. 

Local resident Dennis getting 
his book signed by Ruth at 
her special signing event. 

A little one 
already in 
love with 

Sanderson’s 
original work, 

A Castle Full of 
Cats.

Many books to choose 
from, all with stunning 
artwork to admire.

Turley Photos by 
Emily-Rose Pappas
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Obituary

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

Repaci scored shorthanded at 11:07 
to make it 4-2. He converted a pass from 
Matt DeMelis. Repaci continues to have a 
memorable, and perhaps in the long run, 
unprecedented season. He was 1-1-2 Sat-
urday night and is 16-8-24 in 22 games.

Repaci is up to 160 points in a Worces-
ter uniform. He is tied with IceCats for-
ward Marc Brown for third most in city 
history.

The Railers could not find any offen-
sive traction until the game was almost 
over. Maine had the best of things by far, 
both in terms of time of possession and 
quality of scoring chances.

The first period was an omen of things 
to come. About three minutes after the 

puck drop the Railers incurred three con-
secutive icing calls in a span of 30 sec-
onds. Then Pederson scored from 15 feet 
out at 7:37 into the period and Bean put 
one over Michael Bullion’s glove at 9:23 
to make it 2-0.

Loughran’s goal was a thrilling one.
Early in the first period he caused a 

turnover that turned into a breakaway, but 
he got in too deep and Maine goalie Ryan 
Bischel stopped him. This time he was set 
up by a great pass from Connor Welch 
and zoomed in at top speed. His wrist shot 
from between the circles was essentially 
unstoppable.

Lambert made it a 3-1 game at 6:39 of 
the third period, beating Bullion from the 
side of the net. Philip scored on a break-
away at 17:54.

RAILERS from page 11

last season’s one. His first 
one came at Elms College 
on September 4 in a 4-1 
victory while his second 
one was the only score in 
a 1-0 victory over Bridge-
water State on October 26, 
scoring in the final minute 
of the match. Mazza has 
been a consistent offensive 
weapon for the Owls as he 
is tied for second on the 
team in assists and third in 
points.

Anischik has been 
awarded second-team de-
fense in just his second 
year as an Owls athlete. 
Anischik tallied three 
points this season and one 
assist and a game-win-
ning goal on September 
14 as the Owls defeated 
UMass-Dartmouth 3-2 at 

home. Anischik scored his 
game-winner on a penalty 
kick late in the second half 
to pull the Owls past the 
Corsairs. Anischik made 

the switch back this season 
to defense and has really 
helped keep opposing of-
fenses have less opportu-
nities at Theroux.

COLLEGE from page 10

June M. (Shipman) Bagg, 
of South Hadley, entered into 
eternal peace on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, at home.

She will be deeply missed 
by her beloved husband of 
over 55 years, Lyndon Bagg, 
and her cherished children: 
Eric Bagg and his wife Me-
gan of South Hadley, and 
Barbara Caricato and her 
husband Paul of Clyde, NC. 
June was a proud and devot-
ed grandmother to her five 
grandchildren: Charlotte, Evangeline, Logan, Calvin, 
and Caleb, who all brought her immense joy.

June is also survived by her siblings: Raymond 
Shipman and his wife Sarah of Hadley, her sister 
Yvonne LaBarge and her husband Les of Hadley, her 
sister Beverly Gibson, and her husband Scott of Roch-
ester, NY, and many loving nieces and nephews. She 
is predeceased by her sister Donna Chapley, as well as 
her parents, Raymond and Agnes Shipman of Hadley.

Born on August 20, 1948, June grew up in the 
village of Hockanum in Hadley, MA. She worked as 
a secretary at her father’s plumbing business before 
dedicating herself to raising her family as a devoted 
wife and mother.

June was a member of St. Patrick’s Parish in South 
Hadley, where she participated in the Ladies’ Guild 
and enjoyed being part of the bowling league. Known 
for her boundless energy, June loved gardening and 
could often be found tending to her plants in the 
warmer weather or sharing cookies and candy canes 
with children visiting the Bagg family’s Christmas 
tree stand on Rt. 47 every December.

Her love, kindness, and dedication to her family 
and community will be fondly remembered and deep-
ly missed.

Calling hours will be on Friday, Dec. 13 from 4 
p.m. until 7 p.m. at the Beers & Story South Hadley 
Funeral Home, with a brief ceremony and prayers to 
conclude the evening at 7 p.m.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

June M. (Shipman) Bagg DEATH NOTICE

June M. (Shipman) Bagg
Died Dec. 4, 2024
Services Dec. 13, 2024

SOUTH HADLEY— Nomination 
papers for the April 8, 2025 Town Elec-
tion are available until Thursday, Feb. 13, 
2025 in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town 
Hall, 116 Main St., South Hadley. Nom-
ination papers may be obtained during 
office hours, Monday through Thursday, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Fridays from 
8:30 a.m. to noon. Appointments outside 
of regular office hours are available. Any 
changes in hours will be posted to the 
Clerk’s webpage at www.southhadley.
org/clerk. 

Interested candidates must be regis-
tered voters in the town of South Hadley. 
To appear on the ballot, candidates must 
obtain nomination papers from the Town 
Clerk’s Office and have them signed by 
local registered voters. Town-wide offic-
es require 50 signatures on nomination 
papers from registered voters in South 
Hadley. Town Meeting Member offices 
require 10 signatures from registered vot-
ers in their respective precinct. It is rec-
ommended that prospective candidates 
obtain more than the minimum number of 
signatures. 

Papers for the following seats will be 
available: Selectboard, One seat, Three-
year term; School Committee, One seat, 

Three-year term; School Committee, One 
seat, One-year term; Board of Health, 
Two Seats, Three-year term; Munici-
pal Light Board, Two seats, Three-year 
term; Municipal Light Board, One seat, 
One-year term; Board of Assessors, One 
seat, Three-year term; Housing Authority,  
One seat , Five-year term; Trustee Free 
Public Library, Three seats, Three-year 
term; Planning Board, One seat, Three-
year term; Town Meeting Members, Eight 
seats per precinct, Three-year term; Town 
Meeting Member, One seat, Precinct A , 
Two-year term; Town Meeting Member, 
One seat, Precinct A, One-year term; 
Town Meeting Member, Two seats, Pre-
cinct C, Two-year term; Charter Commis-
sion, Nine Seats, Approximately Two-
year term, dependent on whether or not 
the question receives enough signatures 
to appear on the ballot. Once the candi-
date has obtained all the signatures need-
ed, nomination papers must be returned 
to the Town Clerk’s Office by 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2025 for signatures to 
be certified. Interested candidates may di-
rect their questions and comments to the 
Town Clerk’s Office by phone at 413-538-
5030, ext. 6183 or by email at elections@
southhadleyma.gov. 

Town election papers available

SOUTH HADLEY—Calling all resi-
dents! South Hadley is forming our first 
Affordable Housing Trust and they need 
residents to help shape the future of af-
fordable housing in our community. An 
Affordable Housing Trust is a vital tool 
for addressing local housing needs. It will 
create and preserve affordable homes by 
managing funds and partnering with de-
velopers, nonprofits, and other stakehold-
ers to make housing more accessible for 
all. 

We’re looking for volunteers with ex-
pertise in: 

• Real Estate
• Development

• Banking & Finance
• Affordable Housing
• and residents who live in affordable 

housing are encouraged to apply
If you’re passionate about making 

a difference and have the skills to guide 
South Hadley’s housing future, consider 
applying. Help us ensure that South Had-
ley remains a vibrant, inclusive, and af-
fordable place to live.

Applications are due by Dec. 20 at 11 
a.m.

For more information, or if you’re in-
terested in applying, contact Anne Capra, 
Director of Planning & Conservation, at 
acapra@southhadleyma.gov 

South Hadley to create Affordable Housing Trust Board
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE hosted by Yel-
low Bear Market. December 
13, 9am-4pm; December 14 
9am-5pm. Records, DVDs, CDs, 
kitchen tables and chairs, bureaus, 
collectibles, Hot Wheels, Star Wars, 
tools, electronics, household items, 
mountain bike, smoker, snowblowers 
and much more. Like us on Facebook 
for videos, sales and more @Yellow-
BearMarket. 184 Main Street, 
Russell.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

ATTENTION 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHORS.

I am starting a free library for un-
published authors. Please send your 
rejected manuscript with a one page 
summary. Any genre including histo-
ry, fantasy, mystery, young adult, and 
poetry. Please mail to James Zlody, 
25 Tinkham Glen, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

REPUBLIC MASONRY 
SERVICES! 

Expert chimney, basement, interior/
exterior, repointing. Call Henry at 413-
276-8322. Book today! Preserve your 
timeless estate. Insured.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. Call  
978-799-9096. petedon151@
live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA, well 
cared for and in good condtion. 
138,000 miles. Reference Blue Book 
for fair price. Please call (541) 654-
6007.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Retro World
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Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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By John Woodside
Correspondent

AMHERST – The Amherst Win-
ter Farmers’ Market, after missing 
the 2023-2024 season, is back. On 
Saturday, Dec. 7, the winter mar-
ket opened its doors. A busy day, 
and with more than 20 vendors, the 
building was packed. 

A guitarist, Bruce Coburn, sang 
folk songs as shoppers perused the 
open aisles of the market. There were 
jars of honey when you first walked 
in, and Dave Drugan, owner and op-
erator of the Buzz Off Bee Company. 
They have been producing honey for 
10 years. Honey and wax are their 
mainstays as well as many different 
products from the hive. 

Bakers, produce, beautiful can-
dles, soap,  books for sale and hats 
from alpaca were offerings at the 
Market.

The Bread Basket, a Menno-
nite bakery in Russell, sells bread, 
whoopie pies, and donuts. Berkshire 
Mountain Bakery, a chain which 
has grown in recent years, has bread 
available in shops throughout the 
state, selling fresh sourdough and 
their signature sandwich loaves. 

Carol from White Buffalo Herbs 
has been in business for 34 years. 
120 organic herb products from the 
plants that she grows such as stress 

relievers, tinctures and teas. She is a 
community herbalist and innovator 
selling a germ-killing lavender, alco-
hol, and eucalyptus spray designed 
for sanitation during the COVID 
pandemic.

Chase Hill Farm sells cheese, 
meat and eggs and have been mon-
gering cheese for more than 10 years. 

Next to Chase Hill Farm is the 

Booch Company offering locally 
manufactured kombucha. 

150-gallon batches every week 
and the glass bottles are sold in shops 
and markets throughout the area. 

Coconut candles made from 
bee’s wax, soy, and coconut itself 
were also available.

The candles have triple wood 
wick, giving it “a nice crackling 
noise,” when it burns. They have an 
interactive booth at the Hampshire 
Mall, which lets customers make 
their own candles. 

Arron, owner and operator, hopes 
to one day have a candle that is com-
pletely coconut originated, from the 
base to the container to the packag-
ing.

Micro greens greenhouse is op-
erated by Alex, a former UMass 
horticulture student, who learned 
the trade in school and has contin-
ued selling the greens at markets 
throughout the area. 

This marks the first Amherst Win-
ter Market serving farmers and citi-
zens. The market will continue every 
Saturday, same hours, through De-
cember. In the New Year, bi-weekly 
will be the schedule. That is on the 
second and fourth Saturdays in Janu-
ary, February and March.

The Amherst Winter Farmers’ 
Market is held at the Bang’s Com-
munity Center.

AMHERST FARMERS’ MARKET
open at the Bang’s Community Center

Alex, a former UMASS horticulturist, stands before his 
micro greens.

Mennonite bakers, Abby and Janette, from The Bread 
Basket in Russell.

Bruce Coburn sings for tips.

Richard sells 
his newly 
published 
book, She 

Searches For 
Monsters To 

Destroy.

Dave Drugan of Buzz Off Bee Company has been in 
business 10 years.

Turley photos by John Woodside
Mike from Quabbin Hill sells CBD and produce.

Arron from Beyond 
Happiness next to 
his signature triple 
wick coconut shell 
candles.

Carol from 
White Buffalo 
Herbs offers 

over 120 herbal 
products all 

grown at home.
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Merry Christmas 
TO ALL OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS! 

101 Hadley Street, Rte. 47
South Hadley • 533-9391

June & Lindy Bagg

GREEN OAK FARM

Come Visit 
Santa, 

Mrs. Claus and his elves
at his cabin in

Buttery Brook Park
Dec. 12-15 &

December 19-22
5:30 - 7 p.m.

Free Cookies, Hot Cocoa
& Coloring Book

Brought to you by 

The Friends oF
BuTTery

Brook Park
Donations Welcome

2 
co

lu
m

n 
x 

4"
ad

 •
 3

¾
" x

 4
" •

 8
" N

ew
sp

ap
er

 a
d 

• 
no

n-
bl

ee
d

41

Your True Color

Jewelry uniquely
designed by you!

enewton • Julie Voss • Nora Fleming 
Mariposa • John Medeiros

Sparkle 
brighter 

this holiday 
season

with 
Brighton

A R T S  U N L I M I T E D
The Village Commons 

25 College Street, South Hadley
(413) 532-7047

www.arts-unlimited.com

Gift CardsGift Cards
SAVE ON

4 DAYS ONLY
December 9th-12th

Host your next Host your next 
Party or Event Party or Event 

With Us!With Us!
1 ALVORD STREET • SOUTH HADLEY, MA

536-2342

SAVE 
20% OFF 

All Gift Cards!

Come take a 30-40 minute 
magical stroll around the farm 

with us through 
hundreds of thousands of lights!

Tractors, tunnels, trees 
and so much more! 

Lots of photo opportunities and 
new light displays for new 

experiences and new memories!
A great place to start or continue 

your family and friends 
holiday traditions. LET'S GET LIT!!!

Lights turn on Nov. 29-Dec. 29

55 Alvord Street
South Hadley, MA 

01075

Scan here
for ticketing


