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SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley Public Library 
was filled with people gath-
ered to watch a ballroom 
dance performance straight 
from Victorian England. 

The Small Planet Dancers 
group was founded in 1986 
by Josephine (Jo) Sarnelli, 
who has a passion for danc-
ing and also runs her own 
adult dance studio. 

The dance troupe’s mis-
sion is to allow people who 
come to their performanc-
es to learn that “learning 
throughout life is crucial for 
personal growth, and interna-
tional exchange is imperative 
for the future of our world. 
Small Planet Dancers offers 
people of all ages an oppor-

tunity to learn through dance 
about historical events and 
world cultures. Through ed-
ucational performances, we 
share these experiences with 
our audiences and encourage 
all to appreciate the richness 
of both our history and our 
differences.” 

The dance troupe was 
born in Western Massachu-
setts and has grown from its 
original days, when it was 
called Maple Run, to its 
current focus on historical 
and global dance, including 
dances from the Civil War 
era, ballroom, and those of 
the World Wars. 

Other stage dances in-
clude historical moves and 
motions from around the 
world and across dozens of 
cultures and ethnic back-

 
perform for a 
Victorian holiday 
celebration

DancersDancers

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent 

SOUTH HADLEY - De-
spite heavy snowfall and frig-
id temperatures, nearly 100 
runners bundled up and laced 
their sneakers for the annual 
South Hadley Holiday Fun 
Run on Dec. 14, turning a 
wintry morning into a strong 
show of community support 
for residents in need.

The 5K event, organized 
by longtime educator and 
South Hadley resident Melis-
sa Leydon, raises money and 
awareness for the South Had-
ley food pantry Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors. While 
the race is typically held in 
challenging winter condi-
tions, this year’s snowfall 
made the turnout especially 
impressive.

Submitted photo
The dancing troupe the Small Planet Dancers dressed in their Victorian costumes for the dance.

Snowy Holiday Fun 
Run showcases strong 
community support

Turley photos by Tina Lesniak 
Here come the runners, not letting snow stop them.

By Kim Prough
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Twenty-five different or-
ganizations and nearly 40 
volunteers participated in 
this year’s “Stockings for Se-
niors”. “It was an incredible 
collective effort,” comment-
ed Janet Stawasz, vice pres-
ident of the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors and 
organizer of this year’s stock-
ing coordination. Stockings 
for Seniors is a collaboration 
between the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors and 
TRIAD. TRIAD, a commu-
nity initiative that provides 
programs that support the 
safety of our seniors, is com-
prised of seniors, the Council 
on Aging, the police and fire 
departments, the Sheriff’s 
Office, and the town’s Health 
Department. 

This year’s efforts includ-
ed contributions from sever-

al businesses, in addition to 
the Friends and TRIAD. The 
Friends of the South Hadley 
Seniors purchased stamps, 
magnifiers, and notepads. 
The Fire Departments con-
tributed night lights, pill 
boxes, first aid kits, and puz-
zles. The Health Department 

supplied Chapstick and hand 
sanitizer. Some businesses 
gave monetary donations to 
help with the purchasing of 
items such as lotion, plan-
ners and socks, while oth-
er businesses donated chip 
clips, tissues, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, pens, notepads, 

playing cards and candy. 
Over 6,000 items were sorted 
into beautiful holiday bags. 
Stawasz decided to use hol-
iday themed bags instead of 
holiday stockings this year, 
which proved much easier 

Community spreads holiday cheer to seniors

Submitted photo
Assembly completed by TRIAD volunteers. 

 Santa’s Land fills with 
kids ready to meet Santa 

Submitted photo 
Santa with Elias Colon. See more photos on page 12.

Please see FUN RUN, page 9

Please see DANCERS, 
page 12

Please see CHEER, page 11

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

One did not have to look 
beyond the Christmas 
tree to realize the in-

fluence of German Christmas 
traditions.

As Germans migrated to 
other countries, they brought 
the tradition of the Tannen-
baum or Christmas tree with 
them with its display of 
lights and ornaments. When 
supplies of evergreen trees 
diminished due to over cut-
ting, artificial trees made of 
goose feathers took hold in 
the 1890s. In the 1930s, a 
toilet brush company, manu-
factured artificial trees from  
brush bristle inventory. To-
day, these “fake” trees resem-
ble the real thing without the 
fir tree fragrance. 

Christmas tree
The Christmas tree takes 

center stage during holiday 
celebrations in Germany, 

evoking a profound sense of 
nostalgia and festivity. Within 
this cultural practice, fami-
lies come together to partake 
in the ritual of embellishing 
the tree with ornaments, gar-
lands and more. This act not 

only beautifies the tree, but 
strengthens familial bonds. 
Children as well as adult fam-
ily members love to decorate 
the Christmas tree. In my 
family, my father always put 
on the lights and the angel for 

the top of the tree. My mother 
then placed her favorite orna-
ment on the tree, followed by 
me and my brother.

Advent calendars
For young children, the 

days in December leading 
up to Christmas seem to take 
forever. For adults, the short-
ening days of the year make 
long nights that never end. 
Advent calendars, another 
German Christmas tradition, 
help make the time pass from 
the first day of the month to 
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day. Advent, the arrival 
of a notable person, thing or 
event, in the Christian tradi-
tion noted the four Sundays 
leading to Christmas.

Advent calendars display 
the dates, Dec. 1 to Dec. 25 
and often have pockets or tiny 
doors to hold a piece of can-
dy or other small treat. There 
are advent calendar made of 
wood or some other durable 

German Christmas traditions celebrated by many

Submitted photos
The Christmas tree is a long standing Christmas tradition.

Please see GERMAN, page 3
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NEW  YEAR’S  PARTY  ITEMS

NEW  YEAR’S  DAY  BREAKFAST

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 12/25/25-12/31/25 • CLOSED 1/1/26

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

CUT
FREE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF T’BONE or
PORTERHOUSE STEAK

$999
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$399
lb

$777
lb

USDA INSP. 
BACON & EGGS
2 LBS PAK BACON, 1 DOZEN EGGS 

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK CROWN ROAST ............
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END .............

$288
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$197
lb

$799

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
SMOKED PIT HAM ..............
USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL OLD TYME
HARDWOOD SMOKED 
WHOLE HAM .........................

$366
lb

$266
lb

$249
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
STICKY BUNS .......................

$277
lb

7 LB 
BAG

USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......

$799
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 OZ BOX ..................

USDA INSP. FRESH

KAYEM CAB BEEF 
KIELBASA 14 OZ ...................... ea

$333

$3700
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 5 LB BOX
JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
6-10 CT FOR STUFFING .........

$169
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ......... $799

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 8 PAK ........ ea
$399

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 25 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES
New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:
Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue

• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times
• Agawam Advertiser News 

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
• Sentinel • The Journal Register

• Ware River News • Barre Gazette
Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue

• Quaboag Current • Town Reminder 
• The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

Members of the Granby Lions Club gathered to celebrate Christmas and the holiday season together with fun sweaters and laughter. 

Granby Lions celebrate Christmas together 

By Rev. Peter-Michael 
Preble 

The holiday season is of-
ten described as a time of joy, 
celebration, and togetherness. 
But for many people, this time 
of year also brings an immense 
sense of grief, loneliness, and 
longing. When someone we 
love is missing from the table, 
the lights seem a little dimmer, 
and the familiar traditions feel 
different. If you are grieving 
this year, you are not alone. 
There are ways to move gently 
through the season and even 
find moments of peace amid 
sorrow.

Permit Yourself to Feel 
What You Feel

The pressure to be “festive” 
can be overwhelming, espe-
cially when you are grieving. 
It is okay, more than okay, to 
feel sad, tired, or disconnected. 
You have endured a loss. Grief 
doesn’t follow a schedule, and 
it cannot be pushed aside for 
the sake of holiday cheer. Let 
go of the expectations you 

place on yourself and the ex-
pectations others may have of 
you. Allow your emotions to 
come and go as they need to.

Adjust Traditions Instead 
of Erasing Them

Traditions can bring com-
fort, but they can also stir deep 
pain. You are allowed to de-
cide which ones you want to 
keep, which ones you want to 
set aside, and which ones you 
might choose to reinvent. You 
might find meaning in continu-
ing a loved one’s favorite ritual. 
Or it may feel right to pause it 
for a year. You may even be-
gin something new that honors 
their memory. Remember: if 
you do something twice, it be-
comes a tradition.

Set Boundaries with Events 
and People

Boundaries are essential 
when grieving. You do not have 
to attend every gathering or cel-
ebration. Give yourself permis-
sion to say no without guilt. If 
you do choose to go, you may 
leave early or step outside for 

a moment of quiet if needed. 
Your wellbeing matters, and it 
is okay to protect your energy.

Plan for the Hard Moments
Difficult moments will 

come, but planning for them 
can help. Identify the days or 
events that may feel especially 
heavy and create a gentle plan 
for how to navigate them. Have 
someone you trust available to 
check in with you. Step outside 
for a walk. Find a quiet place 
to pray or meditate. Often, the 
anticipation of the day is harder 
than the day itself, so prepare, 
but don’t overprepare.

Accept Help—Practical 
and Emotional

Many grieving people 
struggle to ask for help, espe-
cially if they are used to being 
the helper. But you do not need 
to carry everything by yourself. 
If you usually host a holiday 
gathering, ask someone else 
to take the lead this year. Let 
others support you with meals, 
rides, company, or simply their 
presence. Isolation can inten-

sify grief; staying connected, 
even in small ways, can ease 
the burden.
Create Space to Remember

Remembering your loved 
one can be healing. Share sto-
ries, look through photos, pre-
pare their favorite dish, or set a 
place at the table in their honor. 
Some find comfort in lighting 
a candle or displaying a pic-
ture. But if remembering feels 
too painful right now, you can 
set it aside. There is no right or 
wrong way to honor memory.

Care for Your Body and 
Nervous System

Grief is exhausting, emo-
tionally and physically. Pay 
attention to your body’s needs: 
drink water, eat nourishing 
food, rest when you can. Gen-
tle movement, like stretching 
or walking, can help calm your 
nervous system. Listen to what 
your body is telling you; it of-
ten knows what you need be-
fore your mind does.

Seek Moments of 
Comfort, Not Joy

This season is often labeled 
as “joyful,” but joy can feel out 

of reach when your heart is 
heavy. Instead of forcing joy, 
look for pockets of comfort: a 
warm cup of tea, soft music, a 
quiet corner, a pet curled be-
side you. These small moments 
of peace are enough. Joy will 
return in its own time.

Name Your Needs 
to Someone You Trust
People often want to help 

but don’t know how. Tell 
someone you trust what you 
need, whether it’s a phone call, 
company at an event, help with 
meals, or space to talk. Be hon-
est about your struggles. Shar-
ing your needs allows others to 
show up for you in meaningful 
ways.

Consider Simple Ritual 
or Spiritual Practices

Ritual can be grounding 
in seasons of grief. Lighting 
a candle, journaling, praying, 
reading Scripture, or attend-
ing a simple service can offer 
a sense of presence and con-
nection. Rituals do not need 
to be elaborate; sometimes the 

smallest act can be the most 
comforting.

Seek Support When You Feel 
Overwhelmed

You do not have to walk 
this path alone. Counselors, 
chaplains, and grief groups can 
offer guidance, tools, and com-
panionship. Don’t wait until 
you feel overwhelmed, reach 
out early. Sharing your expe-
rience with others who under-
stand can be deeply healing.

Grief does not disappear 
for the holidays, and it does not 
need to. But with tenderness, 
boundaries, and support, you 
can move through this season 
with compassion for yourself. 
May you find moments of 
comfort, rest, and light as you 
navigate the days ahead.

Rev. Peter-Michael Preble 
is the Chaplain for the Hull 
Fire Department and a Hos-
pice Chaplain with Croí Health 
(Formally Norwell VNA) in 
Norwell, Massachusetts.  Fol-
low him at www.peterpreble.
net

Tips offered for navigating the holidays while grieving

Town warns 
residents of 
fraud scam

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The Town of South Hadley 
is among many towns across 
the country affected by 
FAKE requests for planning 
application fee payments. 
These emails and invoices 
are NOT from the Town of 
South Hadley. All appli-
cation fees are handled in 
person at Town Hall. Do not 
pay any invoices or respond 
to these fraudulent emails. 
Contact the Planning De-
partment/Town directly.
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

material other than paper, 
which can be used year after 
year.

Embodying the spirit of 
German precision, the Ad-
vent calendars stand as a tes-
tament to Germany’s cultural 
dedication to celebrating the 
holiday season. 

Advent wreath
The Advent wreath is an-

other German tradition adopt-
ed by many other countries. 
Many Christmas churches 
throughout the world observe 
Advent with the lighting of a 
different calendar for the four 
Sundays leading up to Christ-
mas. 

The candle for the first 
week of Advent is the Hope 
or Prophet’s Candle. The 
second week is the Love or 
Bethlehem candle. The third 
week is the Joy or Shepherd’s 
Candle and is and the final 
week is the 

Peace Candle. The candle 
in the center of the wreath is 
lighted on Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day.

Some wreaths have purple 
candles for the first, second 
and fourth Sundays and pink 
or rose colored for the third 
Sunday. The center candle 
is usually white. Although 
some wreaths have candles 
of a single color such as red, 
blue or white. 

The circular shape of the 
wreath represents the eternal 
nature of God. The evergreen 
branches represents the ever-
lasting life found in Christ.
Christmas Eve candlelight 

service
Candlelit church services 

for Christians on Christmas is 
a cherished tradition for Ger-
mans over time.  Worshipers 
gather as the night deepens 
and hold a lighted candle. 
Many churches for safety 
sake use battery powered 
candles. On church in Central 

Massachusetts has a crystal 
candle lite chandelier, which 
they light on Christmas Eve.

Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve  or Heiliga-

bend is known as the “Night 
of Wonder.” For Germans 
and Scandinavian countries 
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 holds 
a special place in the hearts 
of its people, as it marks the 
cherished tradition of the 
Holy Evening. This is the big 
gift-giving day. The eve also 
includes a feast.

Christmas Carols 
Singing Christmas Car-

ols is another German tradi-
tion. During the festive holi-
day season, cherished carols 
such as “Stille Nacht” (Silent 
Night) and “O Tannenbaum” 
(O Christmas Tree) evoke a 
profound sense of nostalgia 
and camaraderie among cele-
brants. Singing is an import-
ant part of the holiday season. 

Christmas pyramids 
Christmas pyramids or 

Weihnachtspyramiden are 
wooden structures adorned 
with intricately crafted figu-
rines. As the candles placed 
at their base flicker, an age-
old mechanism sets these 
pyramids into gentle mo-
tion, creating a mesmerizing 
dance.  

Lebkuchen and Stollen
German Lebkuchen and 

Stollen are two baked items 
that are part of their Christ-
mas tradition. Lebkuchen is a 
soft, nut filled ginger cookie. 
Stollen is a rum soaked spice 
cake. 

Traditional Christmas 
drink

Feuerzangenbowle is an-
other German tradition. This 
drink concoction involves 
a theatrical presentation 
that starts with a sugarloaf, 
drenched in rum, being set 
ablaze. The sugarloaf melts 
and drips into a steaming 
bowl of spiced wine, result-
ing in the popular holiday 
drink. T

Christmas Pickle
Incorporating a whimsical 

touch into the age-old tradi-
tion of adorning Christmas 
trees, some German house-
holds infuse a delightful ele-
ment of surprise by discreetly 
concealing a pickle ornament 
amidst the lush evergreen 
boughs. This quaint custom, 
known as the “Christmas 
Pickle,” has been a cherished 
holiday practice for genera-
tions. Children delight in the 
hunt to find the “Christmas 
Pickle.”

Nativity Play 
During the Christmas 

season, children eagerly par-
ticipate in Krippenspiel, a 
Nativity play that reenacts 
the timeless story of Jesus’s 
birth. They are complete 
with shepherds, angels and a 
humble manger. Many Chris-
tian churches hold Christmas 
pageants during the holiday 
season.
Other Christmas traditions

On St. Nicholas Day (Ni-
kolaustag), Dec. 6 shoes are 
filled with surprises. St. Nich-
olas comes bearing small, but 
cherished gifts and delectable 
sweets. The day before, Dec. 
5 marks the beginning of 
Krampusnacht in certain re-
gions of Germany, where the 
ominous Krampus, the dread-
ed counterpart of the adored 
St. Nicholas is unleashed. 
Krampus roams the streets, 
punishing misbehaving chil-
dren who end up on their lists 
of naughtiness. 

Christmas Markets 
In the realm of German 

Christmas traditions, one 
cannot omit the enchant-
ing Christmas markets, af-
fectionately referred to as 
“Weihnachtsmärkte.” They 
offer an array of holiday 
foods ranging from sizzling 
bratwurst to sugary roasted 
almonds as well as handcraft-
ed gifts, carved wooden toys 
and ornaments

GERMAN from page 1

Submitted photos
No church Christmas is complete without a nativity play also known as a pageant, put on by 
children.

The Advent wreath is make with evergreen boughs 
shaped in a circular. It has four candles often 
three purple and one pink candle with a white 
candle in the middle. Many wreaths use the same 
color candle such as blue, red or white.

Christmas pyramids or 
Weihnachtspyramiden are wooden 
structures adorned with intricately 
crafted figurines. The heat from the 
candles at their base cause them to 
spin.
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I called the Social Se-

curity office, as well as 
went with my husband 
when he went to collect 
his Social Security. Be-
cause I work full-time at 
about $800/week, they 
said I could not file for my 
Social Security. Yet I seem 
to read articles all the time 
about people doing so. 

My husband just filed 
for his benefits and is now 
collecting them. Out of the 
two of us, his Social Secu-
rity will be larger. Please 
advise me. 

Signed: Wanting my 
Benefits 

Dear Wanting my 
Benefits: 

If you have not yet 
reached your SS Full Re-
tirement Age and you are 
working full time, you are 
likely being affected by 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much you can earn 
while collecting Social Se-
curity prior to your FRA. 
Your FRA is somewhere 
between 66 and 67, de-
pending on when you were 
born. The annual earnings 
limit for those collecting 
SS benefits prior to FRA 
in 2025 is $23,400 (chang-
es yearly) and, if that is 
exceeded, Social Security 
will take away benefits 
equal to $1 for every $2 
you are over the limit. If 
you applied for your ben-
efits and are still working, 
and were denied, it’s like-
ly because Social Security 
determined that your cur-
rent annual earnings con-
siderably exceed the earn-
ings limit and, thus, you 
cannot collect benefits. 
That’s because the penal-
ty for exceeding the limit 
would be more than your 
benefit amount. 

FYI, the earnings lim-
it will go away when you 
reach your full retirement 
age so, after FRA, you can 
claim your benefits even if 
you are still working. Or if 
you stop working before 
your FRA you can collect 
your SS benefits at that 
time.

None of this means you 
are losing money, because 
your monthly SS payment 
will continue to grow until 
you later claim (e.g., after 

you stop working, or only 
work part-time), or un-
til you reach 70 years of 
age. When you later claim, 
your monthly benefit will 
be higher and, depending 
on your longevity, you 
may recover what you 
didn’t get now because 
you are working. And that 
includes both your own SS 
retirement benefit and any 
spousal boost you may be 
entitled to from your hus-
band.  

So, my suggestion is 
this: as long as you are 
working full time and ex-
ceeding Social Security’s 
annual earnings limit, con-
tinue to wait to claim your 
Social Security. Then, 
when you reach your full 
retirement age – again, be-
tween 66 and 67, depend-
ing on the year you were 
born or if you stop work-
ing before that, go ahead 
and apply for Social Secu-
rity again. 

At that time, your ap-
plication will be approved, 
and you will be awarded 
your own earned SS re-
tirement amount plus any 
additional amount you 
may be due as your hus-
band’s spouse. To be en-
titled to a spousal boost 
from your husband, your 
own FRA entitlement 
must be less than 50% of 
your husband’s FRA en-
titlement. But the amount 
you get will be reduced if 
you claim before your full 
retirement age.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Connie, who wrote in 
this time last year 
about her mom’s poin-

settia, reached out with a fol-
low up question and sent a 
picture to show her progress.  

First, let me get you all 
up to speed with her first 
question: “We read your 
article about poinset-
tias in the Coun-
try Journal. I have 
been caring for my 
mother’s poinsettia 
she purchased three 
Christmases ago. 
She is hoping you 
can help us as I nev-
er cut it back because I 
didn’t know to do that. Now it 
is a small tree. There is bark 
on it. I had one red bract last 
Christmas but no yellow cen-
ter. I did try to put it in a dark 
room but as you can see, it is 
too big now to do that. Any 
suggestions?”

Many years ago when I 
joined my brother on a trip 
to St. Thomas, I became fully 
aware of the poinsettia and its 
true, tree-like form. It looks 
like you are well on your way 
to replicating that in your 
house!  

First, congratulations, 
from the picture you provid-
ed you are clearly growing a 
healthy specimen.  The leaves 
are a beautiful shade of green. 
I would recommend that, if 
you want to make it more 
manageable in size, you do 
try to cut it back.  

It looks as if there is a low-
er “tier” of leaves. If you can 
cut it back to those stems, I 
think that is a good place to 
start. Do that in April when it 
will be in active growth.  

At that time I would also 
transplant it into a container 
one size bigger. So if it’s in a 

six inch pot now, try one that 
is seven or eight inches, but 
not any bigger.  

Fertilize with an all pur-
pose houseplant fertilizer 
once a month. New growth 
should appear by the end of 

May.  

After the danger of frost 
has passed, move the plant 
outdoors. Continue to water 
but increase fertilization to 
every two weeks. 

Pinch plants in late June or 
early July to promote bushy 
growth.  Bring the plant in-
doors as temperatures fall in 
September.

The poinsettia is photope-
riodic, and long nights of un-
interrupted darkness encour-
age it to bloom.  Bracts will 
turn red and the small yellow 
flowers in the center will 
form. Most people get on a 5 
p.m.-8 a.m. schedule begin-
ning on Oct. 1 and continue it 
for eight-10 weeks until color 
shows on the bracts.  

Placing the plant in a clos-
et or basement with no light 
interruption will work fine.  

It is a commitment, that’s 
for sure. Night temperatures 
should be no higher than 70 
degrees or flowering may be 
delayed.  

Good luck; I bet you will 
be successful this year!

Now, for her update:  “I 
emailed you last year about 

our poinsettia. I did what you 
suggested. The only thing I 
couldn’t do is move it into a 
totally dark room. It’s too big 
to go through the door. You 
can see the trunk is getting 
bigger. More bark. It has cer-
tainly regrown to its size be-
fore I clipped it. I’ve fertilized 
it regularly, but no flowers. 

Any other thoughts? It is 
going into its fourth year 
soon.”

Connie, the picture 
you sent of your poin-

settia indicates it con-
tinues to be very healthy. 

Great job!  
Again, the color of your 

leaves is bar none! I do un-
derstand that it is a large plant 
and it would be difficult to 
move. So, why don’t we cre-
ate darkness?  

I think if you purchased 
a contractor’s size trash bag 
you could easily drape it over 
the plant next year and try to 
get the bracts to turn color. 
Any light at all will foil this 
process, so be sure to tuck 
it around the bottom of the 
plant.  

Your plant looks so good, 
I am not certain I would cut it 
back this year, but you can re-
peat the process I shared last 
year; it’s up to you. Keep up 
the good work!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

An update on Connie’s poinsettia

By Francis P. Church  
in 1897

Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of 

my little friends say that there 
is no Santa Claus. Papa says 
“If you see it in the Sun, it is 
so.” Please tell me the truth, is 
there a Santa Claus? 

Virginia,

Your little friends are 
wrong. They have been af-
fected by the skepticism of 
a skeptical age. They do not 
believe except what they see. 
They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensi-
ble by their little minds. 

All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or 
children’s, are little. In this 
great universe of ours, man 
is a mere insect, an ant, in his 
intellect, as compared with 
the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the in-
telligence capable of grasping 
the whole of truth and knowl-

edge. 
Yes, Virginia, there is a 

Santa Claus. He exists as cer-
tainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and 
give to our life its highest 
beauty and joy. 

Alas! How dreary would 
be the world if there were 
no Santa Claus! It would be 
as dreary as if there were no 
Virginias. There would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, 
no romance to make tolera-
ble this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in 
sense and sight. The eternal 
light with which childhood 
fills the world would be extin-
guished. 

Not believe in Santa 
Claus? You might as well not 
believe in fairies! You might 
get your Papa to hire men to 
watch all the chimneys on 
Christmas Eve to catch San-
ta Claus, but even if they did 
not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? 

Nobody sees Santa Claus, 
but that is no sign that there is 
no Santa Claus The most real 
things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men 
can see. 

Did you ever see fair-
ies dancing on the lawn? Of 
course not, but that’s no proof 
that they are not there. No-
body can conceive or imag-
ine all the wonders that are 
unseen and unseeable in the 

world. 
You tear apart the baby’s 

rattle and see what makes the 
noise inside, but there is a veil 
covering the unseen world 
which not the strongest man, 
or even the united strength of 
all the strongest men that ever 
lived, could tear apart. Only 
faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro-
mance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture 
the supernatural beauty and 

glory beyond. 
Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, 

in all this world there is noth-
ing else as real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus? Thank 
God he lives and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from 
now, maybe 10 times 10,000 
years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the hearts 
of children. 
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

South Hadley Fire District No. 1
SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING

January 6, 2026, 6:00 p.m.
to be held at

South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal Street

South Hadley, MA 01075

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Town of South Hadley is re-
minding residents of snow 
removal responsibilities, de-
scribed in Bylaw 315-2.3, 
involving sidewalks adjacent 
to Town roads and private 
property: 

Town Bylaw: 315-2.3 
All property owners are 

responsible for snow remov-
al on all public sidewalks 
that abut their property. The 
Selectboard approves a list 
of sidewalks where snow is 
removed by the DPW. How-
ever, these sidewalks are typ-
ically done after the Town 
roads are plowed. Property 
owners that abut sidewalks 
that are on the DPW side-
walk list are not absolved 
of their responsibility for 
sidewalk maintenance. The 

Town’s snow and ice poli-
cies are shown in Appendix 
B. Recently, the South Had-
ley Police Department began 
issuing Bylaw Violations to 
residents who failed to prop-
erly maintain the sidewalk 
adjacent to their property, 
that they are responsible for 
maintaining. The Department 
of Public Works has a Select-
board-approved list of side-
walks that they must plow, 
starting “within 24 hours 
AFTER the end of snowfall”. 
The DPW responsibilities 
during winter weather events, 
by priority are: (1) Roads, (2) 
municipal lots, (3) school 
lots, (4) sidewalks. 

Your attention to sidewalk 
maintenance is appreciated 
by the walking public. 

DPW announces sidewalk 
clearing announcement

SOUTH HADLEY – The South Hadley Fire Depart-
ment District 1 hosted a special Giving Tree program 
where they collected donations of toys from the com-
munity in order to help families in need of presents this 
Christmas season. Community members took a tag off 
the Giving Tree with Wishlist items and went shopping 
for the family member on the list. 

SHFD1 hosts successful 
Giving Tree program

Submitted photo 
The Giving Tree filled with presents for community 
families in need.

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors is proud to announce that 
longtime Executive Direc-
tor  Mary Lou Guarnera  has 
been appointed  Community 
Relations Coordinator and 
Executive Director Emeritus, 
a newly created dual role that 
reflects both her enduring 
impact and her continued in-
volvement in the organiza-
tion.

During her tenure as Ex-
ecutive Director, Guarnera 
guided Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors through transfor-
mative growth, expanded 
community partnerships, and 
strengthened the organiza-
tion’s mission of providing 
compassionate support and 
essential services to individu-
als and families in need. Her 
leadership has been central 
to establishing the organiza-
tion as a trusted community 
resource.

In her new capacity 
as Community Relations Co-
ordinator, Guarnera will focus 
on cultivating and sustaining 
relationships with commu-
nity leaders, partner organi-
zations, and supporters. She 
will also serve as  Executive 
Director Emeritus, offering 

guidance to the leadership 
team and ensuring continuity 
of the values and vision she 
helped shape.

“Mary Lou’s commit-
ment, heart, and leadership 
have been the backbone of 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors for so many years,” said 
John Hine, Board Chair of 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors. “This new role allows 
her to continue doing what 
she does best-connecting 
people, building partnerships, 
and inspiring others-while 
also honoring her extraordi-
nary service.”

Guarnera expressed en-
thusiasm for this next chap-
ter. “It has been one of the 
greatest privileges of my life 
to serve this organization and 
our community. I am excited 
to continue supporting our 
mission in a role that allows 
me to deepen our community 
connections and help guide 
our future.”

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors will announce ad-
ditional leadership transitions 
in the coming weeks.
About Neighbors Helping 

Neighbors
Neighbors Helping 

Neighbors is a nonprofit orga-

nization dedicated to support-
ing individuals and families 
who are experiencing food 
insecurity by providing re-
sources, advocacy, and com-
munity connections. Through 

collaborative partnerships 
and volunteer-driven ser-
vices, the organization works 
to strengthen the community 
and uplift those facing eco-
nomic or personal challenges.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors announces new leadership 
role for Executive Director Marylou Guarnara
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Jaden Matthew Jagnarine
October 1, 2025

Parents: Jason and Sarah Jagnarine
Siblings: Justin, Juliette, and Jace Jagnarine

Grandparents: Paul and Sally Samlall

Fia Angelina Ferrentino
October 23, 2025

Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow

Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Great Grandmother: Noemia Tereso, Ludlow

Luke Matthew Sabourin
March 18, 2025

Parents: Matthew and Amanda Sabourin, Belchertown
Grandparents: Allan and Joanne Beauregard, Belchertown

Diane Sabourin, Chicopee
Trish Sabourin and the late Dave Sabourin, Holyoke

Great Grandmother: GiGi, Holyoke

Samuel Moreno
January 16, 2025

Parents: Christopher and Elizabeth Moreno, Chicopee
Grandparents: John and Marianne Moreno, Ludlow

James and Christine O’Donnell, Ludlow

Wesley George LaPlante
 December 21, 2024

Parents: Krysta and Giles LaPlante, Belchertown
Sibling: Hayden Theresa LaPlante

Grandparents: Karin and George Howard, Belchertown
Judy and David LaPlante, Granby

Carol and Joseph Remillard, Belchertown

20252025Baby’s First Christmas

Deputy Tax Collectors
137 Main Street  •  PO Box 720

 Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.

413-967-9941 • www.jefferyandjeffery.com

AJ’s Autobody
ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

■  Family Owned and Operated
■  Over 35 Years Experience
■  Precision Frame Straightening
■  Custom Painting & Color Matching
■  State of the Art Paint Booth
■  Glass Replacement
■  Insurance Approved

FREE

ESTIM
ATES

Collision
Specialist

39 W. State Street, Granby, MA 0103339 W. State Street, Granby, MA 01033
Tel: 413-467-2533 • Tel: 413-467-2533 • Fax: 413-467-2500Fax: 413-467-2500

WESTOVER
AUTO SALVAGE

RECYCLE CENTERRECYCLE CENTER
“Salvage the Best – Recycle the Rest!”

147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN
Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it 

through our nationwide network! Bring us your waste oil, 
scrap steel and old batteries FREE of Charge!

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8 to 5

413-323-4210 • 1-800-358-5100

A GREEN 
COMPANY

LIKE US ON

Junction Rt. 202 & 9, Belchertown MA
413-323-7449

Monday-Friday 5am-11pm ~ Saturday-Sunday 5:30am-11pm
“Where Friends and Neighbors Meet”

MARTTown
Merry Christmas!

Great Beer & Wine Selection For Your Holiday Table
Junction Rt. 202 & 9, BelcheRtown, MA

413-323-7449
Mon.-Sat. 6am-10pm, Sun. 8am-10pm

“Where 
Friends and 
Neighbors 

Meet”

REECE AUTO BODY
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road, Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

Rte. 116 & Bay Road, South Amherst
(413) 253-9528

...where local is just the beginning!

Merry
Christmas!atkinsfarms.com NAPA Auto Parts  

of Belchertown
323-7661

Have a Safe &
Happy Holiday from

Please designate a driver if you are celebrating AmericA's #1 replAcement BAttery

230 Chauncey Walker St., (Rte 21) Belchertown

323-5987

We Buy and Recycle Junk Batteries

MERRY CHRISTMAS!MERRY CHRISTMAS!

644 Newton St., South Hadley • 413-536-0794
www.verylsautomotive.com

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.
VERYL’S

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
From Our Family to Yours
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Parents: Jason and Sarah Jagnarine
Siblings: Justin, Juliette, and Jace Jagnarine

Grandparents: Paul and Sally Samlall
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October 23, 2025

Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow

Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Great Grandmother: Noemia Tereso, Ludlow

Luke Matthew Sabourin
March 18, 2025

Parents: Matthew and Amanda Sabourin, Belchertown
Grandparents: Allan and Joanne Beauregard, Belchertown

Diane Sabourin, Chicopee
Trish Sabourin and the late Dave Sabourin, Holyoke

Great Grandmother: GiGi, Holyoke

Samuel Moreno
January 16, 2025

Parents: Christopher and Elizabeth Moreno, Chicopee
Grandparents: John and Marianne Moreno, Ludlow

James and Christine O’Donnell, Ludlow

Wesley George LaPlante
 December 21, 2024

Parents: Krysta and Giles LaPlante, Belchertown
Sibling: Hayden Theresa LaPlante

Grandparents: Karin and George Howard, Belchertown
Judy and David LaPlante, Granby

Carol and Joseph Remillard, Belchertown

20252025Baby’s First Christmas
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SPORTS
CHICOPEE – Last Wednes-

day night, the South Hadley High 
School boys basketball team picked 
up a 20-point win over Chicopee, 
defeating the Pacers 67-47 at Chi-
copee High School. The Tigers led 

from the outset with a strong first 
half, building a 16-point lead before 
the break.

The scoring was a little more 
even in the second half, and the Pac-
ers were unable to stop South Had-

ley from keeping the large deficit. 
Tim Loughrey had a big game for 
the Tigers with 29 points and Noah 
Hambley added 18 points. Isiah 
James sank 15 points for the Tigers. 
Chicopee’s double-digit scorer was 

Dominic Garcia, who had 23 points. 
Jabari Flowers chipped in seven 
points. South Hadley improved to 
2-1 while Chicopee dropped to 1-2.

Tigers top Pacers boys basketball

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Noah Hambley gets low before 
taking a shot.

Tim Loughrey eyes the hoop as he shoots. Matthew Butler slings a pass inside the paint. Isiah James drives for the hoop.

MONSON – Last Mon-
day night, it was a tough time 
for the Granby offense as the 
Rams fell to Monson 46-32. 
Monson got a huge game 

from Austin Meacham, who 
scored more than half the 
points for the Mustangs with 
31. Granby was led by Zavi-
en Fernandez with 12 points. 

Anthony Santiago added 
eight points. Granby would 
fall to 0-2 on the season while 
Monson improved to 1-1.

Rams fall to Monson

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Raymond Colon sends a 
pass away.

Armare Fernandez fakes to his right on a play.

Anthony Santiago 
goes after a loose ball 
under the hoop.

Samuel Moure sends a shot away. Liam Everson takes a free throw.
Zavien Fernandez 
surveys the court.

ALLENTOWN, PA – 
The Springfield Thunder-
birds (8-11-3-2) rode yet 
another phenomenal night 
of goaltending and special 
teams to a 3-1 win over the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms 
(13-10-1-2) last Wednesday 
night inside PPL Center.

In a first period devoid 
of scoring on 13 combined 
shots, Vadim Zherenko car-
ried over momentum from 
his phenomenal outing 10 
nights earlier in Providence 
with eight first-period deni-
als, including two on a Phan-
toms power play.

Newest T-Bird Troy Mur-
ray quickly warmed himself 
up to his teammates and fans, 
as the 28-year-old dropped 
the gloves with Sawyer 
Boulton on the first shift of 
his AHL career following 
more than 200 professional 
games across three leagues 
before his T-Birds debut on 
Wednesday. 

Springfield’s penalty kill, 
which has operated better 
than any other road PK in the 
AHL, continued its remark-
able run with a second-peri-
od clinic. The T-Birds killed 
off three disadvantages, and 
on the third of those, Chris 
Wagner added his second 
shorthanded goal of the sea-
son, as he circled Aleksei 
Kolosov’s net and stuffed a 
wraparound home at 15:57 
of the middle period, making 
it a 1-0 game heading into 
the final frame. 

Zherenko kept up his 
end of the bargain with nine 
more stops in the second to 
make it a two-period total of 
17 denials against the Phan-
tom attack.

The Phantoms did not 
stay quiet forever, though, as 
Alex Bump ripped a perfect-
ly placed shot over Zheren-
ko’s glove hand at 3:19 of the 
third, tying the score, 1-1. 

However, the Thunder-
birds once again proved 
they were not ruffled, and 
just 1:58 later, moments af-
ter Garrett Wilson commit-
ted a delay of game minor 
for clearing the puck over 
the glass, Alek Kaskima-
ki shuffled a rebound past 
Kolosov following an ini-
tial try by Calle Rosen. The 
second-year Finn’s fifth goal 
of the season restored the 
Springfield lead, 2-1.

The penalty killers stiff-
ened one more time, com-
pleting a perfect 5-for-5 
night with a man down, 
and with the Phantoms’ net 
empty in the final minute, 
Michael Buchinger lobbed 
a clear all the way down and 
into the yawning cage to put 
the nail in the coffin. 

Zherenko completed 
another magnificent per-
formance with 23 stops to 
secure the victory. Spring-
field has now earned points 
in nine of the last 10 games, 
and the club has begun this 
five-game road trip with 
three consecutive triumphs. 

T-Birds inch closer to 
.500 with win at Lehigh

FRANKLIN – The 
MIAA recognized 21 game 
officials from across the 
state as the 2024-2025 
Game Officials of the Year 
during a celebratory ban-
quet held Monday, Dec, 15 
at the Doubletree Milford.

The MIAA annually 
recognizes the best game 
officials from the over 5,000 
officials in Massachusetts as 
nominated by their peers. 

The following individuals 
were nominated and ulti-
mately selected as the best 
in their craft:

Among those recog-
nized was longtime umpire 
Andrew Rogers from South 
Hadley. Rogers is also the 
umpire assignor for Western 
Mass. high school baseball 
and multiple adult leagues 
as well as American Legion 
summer baseball.

Rogers recognized by MIAA
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

CHICOPEE – Last Tues-
day at Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School, Holy-
oke High School swimming, 
which co-ops with South 
Hadley and Granby, was 
swept by the home team. The 
girls were defeated 90-32 
while the boys fell 124-34. In 

the girls meet, Maeve Healy 
did get a win in the 200 free-
style. Kiersten St. Lawrence 
won both the 100 freestyle 
and 50 freestyle. In the boys 
meet, Holyoke’s only winner 
was Steven Plotniak in the 
200 freestyle.

Swim teams 
swept by Comp

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Michael Goudreault goes for the win in the 100 fly.

Ibrahim Salloum goes for the win in the individual medley. Adrian Gutierrez-Martin races in the freestyle event.

Steven Plotniak competes in the 200 freestyle. Maeve Healy races in the 200 freestyle.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Light cavalry
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Central Japan city
 15. Sandwiches
 16. Shape produced by a 

curve
 17. Ancient region in 

modern-day Syria
 18. French modernist 

painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Mammary gland of 

cattle
 22. Rocky peak
 23. Secret plan
 24. Songs to one’s lover
 27. More (Spanish)
 30. Father
 31. Chinese principle 

underlying the universe
 32. Ballplayer’s accessory
 35. Together
 37. A person’s brother or 

sister

 38. Evil spirit
 39. Monetary units
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. About Sun
 42. Group of like-minded 

people
 43. After B
 44. Seaside room
 45. Recipe measurement
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Flat-faced dog
 48. People of southern 

Africa
 49. Salts
 52. Beard lichens
 55. Sanders is one
 56. Fencing sword
 60. Ethnic group of Albania
 61. Metric weight unit
 63. Italian seaport
 64. Longtime late night host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. Miami mascot
 67. Mid-month day
 68. Marked for omission
 69. Body part   

CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed sloth
  2. Fat from a pig’s abdomen
  3. Romanian city
  4. Specifies
  5. Rounded, glaciated valley
  6. Spoke
  7. Collection of sacred 

books
  8. Extravagantly theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Forearm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom
 12. Legitimate: __ fide
 13. Semitransparent 

gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Head honcho
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Extract money via 

taxation
 28. Dyes
 29. Cloying sweetness
 32. Sodas
 33. Coastal village in Guam

 34. Chemical ring 
 36. The bill in a restaurant
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. One-time presidential 

candidate Dole
 40. Health care for the aged
 41. Wise persons
 43. Passage with access at 

one end
 44. Make a wound
 46. America’s spies
 47. Roof of the mouth
 49. Plants of the lily family
 50. Pinkish-red color
 51. Vaccine developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. A place to store garden 

tools
 54. Rare goose native to 

Hawaii
 57. Popular Hollywood pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. A move exposing one to 

danger
 61. Historic Spanish soldier
 62. CNN’s founder

South Hadley Public Health Department 
Heart Health During the Winter Holidays

Prevent
Include low-sodium foods in your holi-

day meals.  
Alcohol and foods high in sodium increase 
blood pressure and make your heart work 
harder.

Take breaks from stressful environ-
ments and situations.  
Step outside or go for a short walk. Find a 
quiet place to take ten long, deep breaths or 
drink a glass of water.

Wear warm clothing when you go 
outside.  
Keep your body warm by wearing extra 
layers, a hat, gloves, and thick socks. Cold 
weather makes your blood vessels narrow 
and your heart work harder.

Set reminders to take your medication.  
Use alarms and digital calendar notifications 
to remind yourself to take regular medica-
tions - especially blood pressure and heart 
drugs. If you’re travelling, pack enough med-
icine for your entire trip in your carry-on bag. 

Recognize the Signs
Heart Attack
Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, 
fullness or pain in the center of your chest
Pain or discomfort in the jaw, neck, or back

Pain or discomfort in the arms or shoulders
Shortness of breath
Feeling very tired, lightheaded, or faint
Nausea or vomiting
Women may experience:
Anxiety
Shortness of breath
Upset stomach
Nausea and vomiting
Pain in the shoulder, back or arm
Unusual tiredness and weakness
Stroke
When you suspect a stroke, act F.A.S.T.:
Face drooping
Arm weakness
Speech difficulty
Time to call 911
Other symptoms include:
Difficulty seeing out of one or both eyes 
Balance or coordination problems
Women may experience: 
General weakness
Disorientation and confusion
Fatigue, nausea or vomiting
Respond
Do not wait to get care or call for help.
Call 911.
The South Hadley Public Health Depart-

ment wishes you a healthy winter holiday sea-
son.

SOUTH HADLEY – You 
are invited to participate in a 
research study for the Town 
of South Hadley. This proj-
ect is being conducted under 
the direction of Dr. Melinda 
Tarsi-Goldfien, Department 
of Political Science, Bridge-
water State University, in 
collaboration with the South 

Hadley Budget Task Force. 
The purpose of this study is 
to collect feedback from resi-
dents on the town’s finances. 
The study is voluntary and 
confidential. The survey re-
sponses are collected and 
compiled by Bridgewa-
ter State University under 
the direction of Dr. Tar-

si-Goldfien. The survey 
results will be reported to 
the Budget Task Force and 
residents upon completion. 
Take the survey at https://
bridgew.az1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_3UleV5odmo-
qmw4K. 

Residents: Take the Budget Task Force Survey

SOUTH HADLEY – Municipal buildings 
will be closed for the holidays, and their days 
are as follows: 

Town Hall:
December 24, closing at 1 p.m.
December 25, closed 
December 26, closed to the public 
December 31, closing at 1 p.m. 
January 1, closed 
January 2, open 
Senior Center: 
December 24, closing at 12:30 p.m. 

December 25, closed 
December 26 and 31, open 
January 1, closed 
January 2, open 
Libraries: 
December 24, closing at 1 p.m. 
December 25, closed 
December 26-27, open regular hours 
December 31- closing at 6 p.m. 
January 1, closed 
January 2-3, open regular hours

Heart Health During the Winter Holidays

Holiday closures at municipal buildings 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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“The most memorable 
and unexpected part of the 
day was watching 100 partic-
ipants line up at the start as 
the snow was coming down 
hard,” Leydon said. “It’s 
great to see people’s unwav-
ering support and willingness 
to take part in the race despite 
the cold temps and tough run-
ning conditions.”

Planning for the Fun Run 
begins months in advance. 
Leydon said preparations 
usually start in August with 
selecting a race date, followed 
by several months focused on 
logistics. “September to No-
vember is all logistics and 
making sure we are ready for 
another great year,” she said. 
That includes everything 
from course planning to or-
dering the popular race shirts. 
“We have great race shirts, 
so September is when I start 
designing this year’s shirt and 
get those ordered.”

A key part of the race’s 
success has been the contin-
ued support of FiberSpring, 
the event’s longtime spon-
sor. “FiberSpring has been 
an amazing sponsor, and it’s 

their generosity that makes 
it possible to get awards set 
up, lawn signs put out around 
town, and of course, stock up 
on post-race donuts,” Leydon 
said.

Leydon, who taught in 
South Hadley for 13 years 
before staying home with her 
son this year, said her goal is 
to create an event that wel-
comes runners of all ages 
and abilities. “My goal is al-
ways to put on an enjoyable 
race for runners of all ages,” 
she said. “It’s always great 
watching kids run their first 
5K and being proud of their 
accomplishment.” At the 
same time, she said she also 
wants experienced runners to 
feel challenged and included, 
which influences decisions 
about awards, shirts, and 
post-race food.

This year brought a new 
challenge around outreach. 
“The only challenge was no 
longer being in the school 
and hyping the students up 
or having them create signs 
to put around the school,” 
Leydon said, adding that she 
relied heavily on word of 
mouth and returning partici-
pants.

Despite the snow, turnout 
exceeded her expectations. 
The race saw more than 20 
day-of registrations, bringing 
total participation to about 
100 runners. “We typically 
have around 150, so this was 
a little lower than I was hop-
ing for, but again, very good 
considering the snowy and 
cold conditions,” she said.

In total, the event raised 
more than $4,000 for the 
South Hadley Food Pantry, 
with several local businesses 
also collecting food dona-
tions ahead of the race. Ley-
don said the event helps raise 
awareness even among those 

who do not run.
She also credited Ledges 

Golf Club staff for ensuring 
runner safety. “The gener-
al manager of Ledges, Mike 
Fontaine, was out plowing 
the roads and salting areas,” 
she said. “It was extremely 
generous.”

Looking ahead, Leydon 
hopes to continue growing 
the event. “Every year we 
raise around $4,000 for the 
Food Pantry, but it is my goal 
to raise double that in the next 
five years,” she said, pointing 
to expanded sponsorships as 
the next step.

Turley photos by Tina Lesniak 
Dressing in festive outfits makes the run even more fun. 

Dedicated runners making their way down the road.

The mugs offered as prizes for the people who came to race.

FUN RUN  from page 1
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
DRY FIREWOOD

Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered, 
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood

 for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. 

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal, 
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. 
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR. 

Submit resume and letter of intent to: 
www.schoolspring.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TUNE-UPS

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$ Post your 

job openings 
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS! 

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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to transport and deliver. The 
bags were assembled in No-
vember at the police depart-
ment by members of TRIAD 
and at the Council on Aging 
by Friends’ volunteers. They 
were distributed to nearly 350 
seniors throughout town in 
December. 

Bags were hand-delivered 
by the police department and 
both fire districts, along with 
the Friends of the South Had-
ley Seniors. “South Hadley 
Fire District 2 was honored to 
take part in this annual tradi-
tion, giving back to the com-
munity we serve, and spread-
ing a little extra joy this 
holiday season,” commented 
Firefighter/EMT Marissa 
Bailey, from Fire District 2, 
who was involved with the 
assembly and delivery. The 
Council on Aging, Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, and sev-
eral churches also requested 
bags to deliver to some of 
their clients and parishioners 
who were alone and in need 
this holiday season.

This year marks the third 

year of the program, which 
originated with the Friends of 
the South Hadley Seniors and 
expanded to include TRIAD 
last year. “Several years ago 
I had read about a Friends 
group on the Cape that had 
a Christmas Giving Program 
to provide holiday gifts for 
seniors in need, and I thought 
it would be great if we could 
do something similar for our 
seniors who are in need and 
alone,” said Kim Prough, 
president of the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors. 

The collective effort and 
personal connection is what 
makes this project so special. 
Residents throughout town 
were greeted with a bag from 
our local police officers, fire 
fighters and Meals on Wheels 
drivers. Police Officer Molly 
Farber, who was on hand for 
both the assembly and the 
delivery of the bags, said, 
“The delivery was even more 
rewarding because I experi-
enced the pleasant surprise 
and smiles when they re-
ceived them.” 

This project brought much 
joy to both the volunteers 

and the recipients. In reflect-
ing upon this year’s efforts, 
Stawasz said, “Seeing how 
a simple act of care could 
bring joy to so many people 
reminded me of the power of 
community and teamwork. 
I am proud to have been a 
part of something that truly 
made a difference in people’s 
lives.”

Gratitude and sincere ap-
preciation is expressed to all 
of this year’s volunteers and 
to the following contributors: 
Baltazar Dental, BankESB, 
Berkshire Bank, Beers & Sto-
ry Funeral Home, Council on 
Aging, Dale Frank Financial, 
Daybrook Village, Friends 
of the South Hadley Seniors, 
Holyoke Dental, Greenfield 
Cooperative Bank, Karen 
Buscemi, PMH-NP, Knights 
of Columbus #1721, Loomis 
Communities, O’Brien Fami-
ly Funeral Home, Ocean State 
Job Lot, PeoplesBank, Polish 
National Credit Union, South 
Hadley Health Dept., South 
Hadley Fire Districts 1 and 2, 
South Hadley Police Dept., St 
Patrick’s Faith in Action, and 
Westfield Bank.

CHEER from page 1

Submitted photos 
Mrs. Claus joins the festivities provided by the Friends of the South Hadley Seniors at Hubert 
Place.

Janet Stawasz and Carolyn Gammons hand-deliver a holiday 
bag to resident Mary Roy.

Fire District 2 firefighters Chris Towne and Jayden McMains 
deliver holiday bags to Lathrop Village residents.

Fire District 1 Firefighter Cameron Barnish and Firefighter/
Paramedic Leo Couture deliver holiday bags to Lathrop 
Village residents.

Officers Corey Welihan and Molly Farber deliver bags to 
residents of Newton Manor.

Sharon Hart, Maureen Murray and volunteers from Greenfield 
Cooperative Bank form an assembly line. 

Mrs. Claus joins Officer Farber to help deliver bags.

TRIAD volunteers get ready to fill the holiday bags at the Police Station.

The Friends of the SH Seniors bring boxes of holiday bags to Access Care Partners to be 
delivered to Meals On Wheels clients. Pictured left to right are Carol Constant, Cheryl Pelland-
Lak, Mary Wentzel (Access Care Partners) and Janet Stawasz.

Friends of the South Hadley Seniors’ volunteers complete their assembly at the Council on Aging. 
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 Santa’s Land fills with kids ready to meet Santa 

Submitted photos 
Santa with Hudson Zadziejko, Hayden Zadziejko, and Logan 
Asselin. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus with their Elves, Teagan Cavanaugh, Amanda Stevenson, Reilly 
Jazab, Mallory Levreault, and Riley Fisher. 

Mrs. Claus serves cookies to all the children. Santa with baby Ella.

Santa with sisters Romy and Layla Figueroa. Santa with siblings Grace and Michael.

grounds, including African, 
Asian, Celtic, European, and 
Middle Eastern. 

At the “Wassail! A Victo-
rian Holiday” dance perfor-
mance at the library, which 
was sponsored by the South 
Hadley Cultural Council, 
there were many different 
dances to classic songs such 
as the Nutcracker March, Ev-
ergreen Quadrille, Mistletoe 
Waltz, sing-alongs to “Jingle 
Bells” and “Deck the Halls,” 
and so much more.

“I have always felt that 
dance was a good form of sto-
rytelling. I like using dance 
as a vehicle to subtly educate 
audiences about historical 
events and world cultures,” 
said Sarnelli. “I am inspired 
by anniversaries of historical 
events, news articles, and mu-
sic.”

Sarnelli works as the 

Small Planet Dancer’s artis-
tic director and choreogra-
pher, and leads the troupe to 
perform all over, including at 
charitable events, libraries, 
nursing homes, fairs and cul-
tural events, and parties. 

“I like offering the op-
portunity to dance to adults 
who are non-dancers.  I took 
up dance when I graduated 
from college, and it changed 
my life.   I like to work with 
adults to inspire them to ful-
fill their interests,” said Sar-
nelli. “We also have singers 
and musicians who perform 
with us to round out our pro-
grams.” 

Sarnelli works alongside 
each of the members of her 
dancing troupe and works 
with their talents and indi-
vidualities to help them stand 
out. 

“At the close of each per-
formance, I listen to audience 
recommendations. For exam-
ple, one person recently men-

tioned to me after our WWII 
performance that his mother 
was a code breaker during the 
war. I will probably incorpo-
rate a reading in the future 
commemorating those wom-
en who helped in our war ef-
forts,” said Sarnelli. 

The troupe’s performanc-
es are wonderful, and help 
the audience to look at our 
history differently, through 
the lens of dance and culture. 

“We are always looking 
for new troupe members ... 
dancers, singers, and mu-
sicians.   In particular, I am 
looking for adult male danc-
ers. No dance experience is 
necessary, and age is merely 
a number,” said Sarnelli.

You can learn more about 
the Small Planet Dancers, 
and learn more about danc-
ing, you can find more by 
contacting Sarnelli at (413) 
746-9067 or visiting their 
website at   info@SmallPlan-
etDancers.com.

DANCERS from page 1

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

Submitted photos 
The dance begins, with a gentleman leading the ladies.

Dancing all around the community room in their bright dresses.

The dancers moving into position for their next waltz. 

Greeting members of the crowd and getting ready for the sing-alongs.


